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RAJ BHAVAN
BANGALORE

April 17, 1995.

Message

I am glad to note that a Souvenir is being brought out to mark the Silver Jubilee of

the Christ College.

I extend my greetings to the Principal, members of the Staff and Students of the

College and wish them all success in their endeavour.

Sd/
(Kurshed Alam Khan)
Governor




Most Rev. Dr. Alphonsus Mathias 330049
JUD, Ph. L. PHONE {
ARCHBISHOP OF BANGALORE 330438
ARCHBISHOP'S HOUSE
POST BAG NO.2

BANGALORE - 560 046

10th APRIL, 1995.

Message

I am happy to learn that the Christ College has celebrated its Silver Jubilee and is
publishing now an account of the same. The information and the éxpen'ence from the
past is a reliable guide for the future. The College has to continue vigorously the objec-
tives set for it by the founders who founded the College at a great cost and sacrifice.
The Motto "Excellence and Service” epitomises this objective which is of great rele-

_ vance in todays competitive society. May the moral énd ethical values imparted by the

College together with the academic sciences and su!gy'eds, enable the students to put

this watch-word into practice.

Wishing a bright future for the College, I pray for God’s Blessings.

Sd/
Archbishop of Bangalore




Fr. Thomas Mampra cmi, Prior General's House

Prior General P.B. 1056
Ernakulam, Cochin

Kerala - 682 011.

Message

1L am delighted to learn that you are publishing a Souvenir on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of Christ
College. Silver Jubilee is indeed a milestone on the onward triumphant march of the College which has
atlained name and fame within such a short period.

I had the ptéamm privilage of associating myself very closely with this prestigious temple of learning as its
manager at a significant period in its life. What impressed me most is not only its serene and beautiful set-
ting, but also, the high degree of dedication and commitment of its staff and students to the cause of educa-
tion and the future citizens of this great country. The Principal and the members of the staff were eager to
enable the college to contribute its mite to the requirements of our fast developing country, by way of equipping
the students with innovative courses like electronics, computer science, hotel management, business manage-
ment, astro physics, sociology and the like besides the usual arts, science and commerce sections. The success
story of Christ College is a story of the dream of its founding fathers developing deep roots and spreading
broad wings accomodating itself in the needs and concerns of the new times. The Jriendly and studious
atmosphere, the beautiful and welcoming campus, the rich and well furnished library and reading room, the
well equipped classrooms and labs, the new post graduate block, etc. are a boon to the academic community.
No wonder that Christ College has been able to carve an image for itself among the premier academic institu-
tions of the city of Bangalore if not of the State of Karnataka.

As the jubilee has been an occasion to thank Christ the Lord, its Patron, for his bounteous blessings on
this College, let us make it also an occasion which inspires us to dedicate ourselves, management, staff and
students to the cause of excellence and service in the field of education, which in turn will bring out the best
students to the wider cause of nation building and nation serving in a much better way. On this most happy
occasion, I congratulate you most sincerely Fr. Principal and all the members of the staff. I am confident that
the days ahead are going to be more challenging and more rewarding for each and every one of you.

With prayerful and warm regards,

Yours Sincerely,
Fr. Thomas Mampra cmi.
Prior General.




RECTOR Dharmaram College P.O.,
DHARMARAM COLLEGE Bangalore-560 029,
INDIA.

Tel: (080) 633866, 67, 646046, 640381

9th May, 1995

Message

I am indeed glad to send a short message as the editors of the Christ College
Annual sit down to sort out the assortment at the fag end of the academic year and at
the threshold of a new one. College campus, the temple of higher learning with its
vibrant life, is a thing to marvel, for it is there the human life is brought back to its
youthfulness, enthusiasm and dynamism through the varied occasions both solemn
and light. May the pages of this magazine help its readers to awaken in them the
awareness that it is here that they have to dedicate all their strength to the finest cause
in all the world - the fight for the liberation of each one’s mind and that of the
humankind.

With best wishes,

Sd/
Rev. Dr. Thomas Kadankavil
Rector
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

on'ble Chief Minis-
ter Mr. H.D. Deve
Gowda, Hon'ble
Minister for Agricul-
ture Sri C. Byre Gowda, other
Guests of Honour, distin-
guished invitees, members of
the staff and my dear students ;

Itis a privilege to celebrate the
Silver Jubilee and to be able to
present before you the report of
the activities and achievements
of Christ College for the past
one year during this function
where we have the combined
celebration of the conclusion of
the Silver Jubilee of Christ Col-
lege and the College Day for
the academic year 1994-95. Let

me also use this opportunity to
look back in gratitude to the
Almighty who showered his
blessings on us all through
these years Christ College ex-
isted, especially this Jubilee
year. There are so many who
brought up this Institution, who
conceived it in their mind and
those who helped its growth
through out. To recall them and
their service with gratitude is
only an obligation | pray to
Christ, the supreme guru, after
whom this institution is named,
to bless all of them abundantly
with his choicest blessings.
And | know, we who are here
out of historical necessity, ought
to rededicate ourselves to bring

this Institution to its highest
glory through our share of con-
tribution in its growth.

| am presenting before you a
very brief report about the
activities of the college during
this academic year. After the
summer holidays, we started
the classes on July, 4, 1994.
During this academic year we
were able to start three new
courses, one at the under-
graduate level, i:e., B.A. in
Kannada and two at post-
graduate level, i.e., M.B.A. and
M.C.A. Performances of
students in examinations was
good and | should mention here
that the first five ranks of B.B.M.,
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and first, second and the fifth
ranks of B.H.M. were bagged
by students of Christ College.
Congratulations to all of them,
especially the first rank holders,
Sogi Thomas of B.B.M. and
Tessa Eapen of B.H.M. | make
use of this opportunity to
congratulate our staff members
for the commitment they are
showing, especially in giving
proper orientation to our
students.

Under the able guidance of our
teachers co-curricular activities,
associations, clubs, sports,
games, N.C.C.,N.S.S., AICUF,
etc. functioned very well during
this academic year. A special
mention should be made about
the unique achievement of our
Kannada Sangha which
published its 100th book on
January 31, 1995. Congratula-
tions to all who are involved in
the Kannada*® Sangha,
especially its organizer,
Mr. Srinivasaraju C.

| would like to mention a few
more of the achievements of
our students this year. Nataka
Abhiruchi Kendra, the drama
wing of Kannada Sangha, has
won the third consecutive year
the first prize in inter-collegiate
drama competition. English
drama and French drama too
won the first prize during this

year. K. Subramaniam, a sec-
ond year journalism student,
was selected as the best
N.C.C. cadet of Air Wing during
the Republic Day parade in
Delhi. Our students have
represented Bangalore Univer-
sity and Karnataka in several
tournaments. Two of them
Sanjeev Gupta and Bharath of
first B.B.M. are right now repre-
senting India in an international
cricket tournament in Australia.
While congratulating all these
students, | would like to place
on recond our sincere apprecia-
tion and gratitude to our staff
members for the proper direc-
tion they are giving to our
students in the co-curricular
activities.

Being the Silver Jubilee year of
the College, | feel, | should
mention a few names who
made significant contributions
towards what we are today.
Apart from many of our society
members and church authori-

.ties who contributed through

their life and service in the
making of this College, whose
names | do not list here, we
remember with gratitude all the
Chief Ministers of Karnataka,
especially the present Chief
Minister Hon'ble Sri Deve
Gowda, Department of Educa-
tion and Directorate of Colle-
giate Education, especially

Prof. Ramanna, the present
Director of Collegiate
Education, vice-chancellors of
the University, especially Prof.
N.R. Shetty, the present Vice-
chancellor and his teamand all
other offices to which we are
related in one way or the other.
We place on record the
valuable contribution of all the
Prior Generals of C.M.lL.
Congregation, especially
Fr. Thomas Mampra, the
present Prior General, all the
Rectors, especially the present
Rector, Fr. Thomas Kadankauvil,
the two former Principals,
Fr.Mani Giles and Fr. Augustine
Joseph, members of the
governing body, members of the

staff, both teaching and non-

teaching and last but not least,
you my dear students. | have
omitted so many areas a report

should have covered in viewof

the programmes ahead as part
of the celebration. While
placing on record this brief
report and thanking you all of

the concern and love you are

showing to Christ College, |
wish and pray that the Almighty
shower his choicest blessings
on you all.

16 Feb. 1995 Fr. Antony Kariyil

Principal,

Christ College,

Bangalore-560 029
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SOCIAL SCIENCES ASSOCIATION (1992-1995)

he post-college
union era in Christ
College saw the
creation of a
number of student associations
to take - up extra and Co-
curricular activities. One
among them was the Social
Sciences Association. In July
1992, the Association was set
up with Mr. Benny Joseph as
its director and Mr. D.
Srinivasan and Mrs. Swarna
Latha lyer as its co - directors.
Towards the end of July the
actlvities of the Association was
inaugurated by Rev. Fr.
Principal, Dr. Anthony Kariyil.

T

In the course of the year the
Association was able to
gradually increase the
participation of the students of
the Social Sciences. A
Seminar was held on the
"Dismemberment of the USSR'
in which 4 students presented
papers .on different
repercussions emanating from
the break-up of the USSR. An
enlightening talk was arranged
on "Adolescent Problems', the
talk was rendered by Dr.

ACHIRA SEN
Dept. of Socialogy
Shekar Seshadri (NIMHANS);
students attended in a large
measure and evinced keen
interest.

The Association for the Social
Sciences was again set-up in
July 1993 with Mr. D. Srinivasan
as its director and Mr. Shaiji
Isaac and Ms. Achira Sen as
its co-directors. The associ-
ation was inaugurated by Rev.
Father Principal, Dr. Anthony
Kariyil and started its activities
for the year 1993-1994 with the
staging of a play on the 26th of
July. The play titled, "Whose life
is it anyway?' was based on the
social evil-dowry; written by
Gautam Raja and directed by
Chaitanya, the play succeeded
in getting across to the
students, the negative aspects
of the issue.

A video film entitled, 'In the
Name of God' (Ram Ke Naam)
was screened on August 16th
the video was informative and
enlightened the students on the
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid controversy. Mr.
Rajasekharaiah from the

Department of Political
Science, organised the
presentation of papers by some
students on 'The Role of U.S.A.
and U.N. in tackling Present
International Problems' on the
24th of September. A speech
contest covering socio-cultural
topics was held on October
13th. The event was well
attended and the winners were
Reuben David (I JPEng) and
Jaideep Jesudoss ( Il JPENg).

An innovative and interesting
exercise was the poster
exhibition conducted by the
association on 22nd October.
The posters depicted social
issues like : drug abuse,
smoking and alcoholism, and
global concerns such as :
pollution, unemployment,
exploitation of children and
terrorism. There were 50
entries, creative and
informative.

The last event of the year was
a quiz competition held on
October 10th, based on
questions from Journalism,
History, Economics, Sociology,

| 5]




Political Science and
Psychology. Aparna Padma-
nabhan (Il JPEng) and Bijoy
Venugopal (I JPEng) were
adjudged the winners.

The activities of the year were
informative and interesting with
enthusiastic participation by the
students.

Mention must be made of the
active support which the
Association received from Mrs.
S.P. Vageshwari and Mr.
Naresh Rao.

The Social Sciences
Association was revived for the
academic year 1994 - 1995
with Mr. D.Srinivasan as its
Director and Mr. PM. Mathew,
Dr. Rekha Jagannath and Mr.
Achira Sen as its co-directors.
The activities of the association
commenced on Teachers Day
(5th September) with a lecture
on, 'The Economics of the
Dowry System' by Dr. Abdul
Azeez from |.S.E.C.

On September 7th keeping with
its tradition, the association
staged a play on social
ostracism, Titled ~ "Once A
Thief', the play was directed by

Rajesh P.l. (lll JPEng). The
association, with the
assistance of Mr. PM. Mathew
organized a symposium on
GATT on the 21st September.
Eight Students presented
papers covering different
aspects of the issue. On
September 2ord,  Dr.
Seetharam from the
department of Education,
Government of Karnataka,
delivered a lecture to the
students and staff on "Higher
Education in the 21st Century"”.

For the NMKRV Inter -
Collegiate festival, 'Manavika
Vedike' , held between 26th
September and  30th
September, students
represented the college in
lecture contests organized by
the Psychology and Economics
Departments and the news
reading competition held by the
Journalism Department. In the
Psychology lecture contest on
" Inferiority Complex', the first
and second prizes were
bagged by Ayan Ghosh (Il
BBM) and Reuben David (Il
JPENQ), respectively.

Dr. Usha Devi from ISEC
delivered an interesting lecture
on "Female Education in India’

on the 28th of October. The
lecture was well attended by
staff and students.

A survey was conducted on
social concerns by the students
under the guidance of Dr.
Rekha Jagannath, during
January 1995. The two fold
purpose of the survey were :

(1) To train the students in
research.

(2) To throw some light on
current social problems.

The responses of the sample
of social science students, to
these issues are summarized
below: (Next Page)

[ 6 T




PERCENTAGE

S.NO. ISSUES OF CONCERN FOR | AGAINST

1 DRUGS 96%

2. POLITICAL PARTICIPATION BY STUDENTS | 48%

3. FREEDOM TO CHOOSE COURSES 75%

4. DOWRY 80%

5. NEED FOR COLLEGE TRANSPORT 85%

6. NEED FOR PARENTAL SUPPORT 67%

1. SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES 60%

8. WORKING MOTHER 65%

9. RESERVATION DESTROYS QUALITY 68%
10. | POSITIVE INFLUENCE OF AUDIO-VISUALS | 71%

11, VIOLENCE & SEX IN FILMS 76%
12. | ARRANGED MARRIAGE 46%
13. | SMOKING 70%
14. | SUICIDE 61%
15. | UNIFORM DRESS CODE IN COLLEGE 67%

A person I Kyew used to divide human beings into three categaries:
those who prefer having nothing to hide rather being obliged to lie,
those who prefer lying to having nothing to hide, and finally
those who (ike lying and the hidden

Albert Camus
The Fall




SPEECH & DEBATE CLUB

7th July saw the
2 first meeting of the
Speech and De-
bate coordinators
along with the student commit-
tee to chalk out the
programmes for the year's vari-
ous programmes like ‘A Guest
Lecturer', 'Extempore’.” A Work-
shop on Public Speaking etc.
were listed.

The club took off to a roaring
start with an enthusiastic par-
ticipation from the students for
the Talents Search. There was
no looking back after that. Our
students went on to emerge
winners all the way, in the In-
ter-Collegiate competitions.

1) Kapil Bakshi got the | prize
inthe “Shipwreck' conducted by

Smt. MALLIKA KRISHNASWAMI
Dept. of French

the Rotary Club of Bangalore
Mid-Town.

2) Ayan Ghosh and Kapil
Bakshi, came Il and Il respec-
tively in the Debate conducted
by the Rotary Club of Peenya,
Bangalore, lifting the C.C.
lyengar Memorial Rolling Tro-
phy '94.

3) In the Times of India Public
Speaking Contest, Ayan Ghosh
was adjudged Il and went on to
represent the Bangalore univer-
sity in the Inter-University con-
test.

4) Ayan Ghosh was also cho-
sen to represent the Bangalore
University in the Inter-Univer-
sity Youth Festival

5) In the Debate conducted by
the Sri Vivekananda College,
the team of Yasir Yousuff and
Atul  Chatrath won the
Shivashankar Memorial Trophy
for the best team.

6) At Rotafest' 94 Kapil Bakshi
won the | prize.

7) And Ayan Ghosh won the |
prize in the young speaker con-
test at the Institute for Human
Potential Development.

We are indeed proud of the
achievements of our students
but rather than resting on our
laurels, we intend to go ahead
and conquer, in the years to
come, with the motto of Christ
College in mind, “Excellence
and Service'. [*]

We see the contrast between the genius which does what it must
and talent which does what it can.

Maurice Baring
on Mozart and Salieri
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ssociations. and
clubs are integral
parts of a healthy
academic life. From

JOSEPH EDEN
Dept of Zoology

other places and brought in a
very good collection of speci-
mens. In the year 1971 the very
first study tour for the first batch

the very be-
ginning Chr-
ist College
has been
sparing no
effort in pro-
moting these
co-curricular | BSES
activities.|
Even before |
the formal
launching of
a Natural
Science As- |*

George Thomas, Xavier
Vincent and Manjunath.

The formal inauguration of the

association
was in the
year 1974.
| Dr.Pampa-
pathi Rao,
the then
Prefessor
| and Head of
| the Dept. of
|Zoology,
Ml | Bangalore
| University
| was the
chief guest.

sociation the

students of Natural Science
have been going on educa-
tional and specimen collection
tours. These tours were quite
essential in the begining be-
cause the Infant College
museum needed more and
more specimens.

As early asin 1970 a couple of
lecturers - one from Zoology
department and another from
Botany department - wenton a
specimen collection tour to
Karwar, Castle Rock, Goa and

National Science Day Exhibiting Medical Plants at

of CBZ students was
organised. These students
along with Mr. Joseph Eden
and Mr. S. Premananda left for
Thiruchirapalli, Kodaikanal,
Rameswaram, and Kusadai Is-
lands. On 22nd Nov. 1971 and
returned on 30th Nov. 1971 with
a huge collection of specimens.
Since then almost every year
the students have been going
on study tours under the lead-
ership of M/s. P.V. Arul
Chellaswamy, P.U. Antony,

Science Exhibition.

Fromthen on every year the as-
sociation has been inviting
eminent guest lecturers, con-
ducting quiz, lecture and essay
writing competitions and
organising many other activi-
ties. Guest lecturers on a wide
variety of biological topics such
as Genetic Engineering, Tissue
Culture, Rabies, Heart ail-
ments, Bonsai, Snakes, In vitro
fertilization and so on have
been organized in the past
years.

[
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In the years 1985-88 when the
COSIP (College Science Im-
provement Programme) was
organized in the College a se-
lect batch of students had a
peep into the reabms of re-
search under the guidance of
M/s . Joseph Eden, S.
Premananda, SVI Loyola, P.V.
Arul and George Thomas.

On the 1st March 1987 the Di-
rectorate of Collegiate Educa-
tion, and the Bangalore Univer-
sity organized a science exhi-
bition to commensurate the
birth centenary of Sri C.V.
Raman. Our natural science
students exhibited a number of
specimens and models of
nephrons and virus made by
them.

In 1988 they participated in an
exhibition on Environment con-
ducted by the St. Joseph's Col-
lege and won the second prize.

In 1993 the association intro-
duced a novel idea ! This was
the 'Manuscript Magazine Con-
test'. Every PUC and Degree
class is asked to bring out an
annual biology magazine en-
tirely hand written by its respec-
tive class students.

The best magazines in the |
PUC, Il PUC and Degree sec-
tions were given rolling tro-
phies. The students have been
responding to this very enthu-
siastically. In the years to come
we hope to receive many more
stimulating ideas from the stu-
dents.

For the past 25 years the Natu-
ral Science Association has
been patronized by the College
management so generously. |
place on record our sincere
gratitude to the Principals and
Bursars of the College.

g |

The staff of both Zoology and
Botany departments are sin-
cerely thanked for their whole
hearted cooperation in the past
years. Mr. S. Ganesh of Zool-
ogy Dept. and Mr. B.T.
Manjunath of Botany Dept. are
particularly thanked for their
sincere co-operation.

Lastly, though not at all in the
least, the students deserve our
sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion. The association has been
of the students, by the students
and for the students. We fondly
remember and appreciate the
involvement of the students
over the years. Our sincere
thanks to each and every one
of you. May God bless the as-
sociation to become more and
more active in the years to

come. '

Painting is a blind man's profession. He paints not what he sees,
but what he feels, what he tells himself about what he has seen.

Pablo Picasso
*Childhood'




PHYSICAL SCIENCES ASSOCIATION

cientific knowledge
and attitude
permeabs the con-
tent of education
and the members of this asso-

ciation were integrated towards
this goal. With this object in
mind the Physical Sciences
Association was nurtured to-
wards a healthy growth for the
past 25 yrs. During this period
we have injected into our mem-
bers that Science no longer is
concerned merely with the ob-
servation of nature, but it begins
to interfere with nature in order
to verify its observations and
this attitude helps in utilising de-
vices and techniques to solve
the problems. Our association
believes that Science should
not be taught as a collection of
indigestable data and it should
be taught as a process of

Dr.T. N. SRINIVASAN
Dept. of Chemistry

thought. We believe that the
young mind is a torch to be
lighted and not a vessel to be
filled. This was possible with
the whole hearted Cooperation
of the faculty members of Phys-
ics, Chemistry and Mathemat-
ics and the uninterrupted en-
couragement from the manage-
ment. The association was ac-
tive in this direction by
organising programmes such
as guest lectures, visits to Sci-
entific establishments, lecture
contests and creating an
awareness about the career
opportunities available in Sci-
ence, especially in Physical
Sciences. Our association has
participated in Science exhibi-
tions and various Science de-
velopment activities organised
by various institutions. The per-
formance of the students in all

these activities were laudable
and the students have bagged
various prizes in aimost all the
activities of the association. The
programmes of the association
were generally largely at-
tended.

This year our team procured a
place at the talk on Satellite
Communication held at ITI
SINTECH Association. The Di-
rector Dr. T.N. SRINIVASAN
and Mr. R.T. PAUL participated
in a seminar on "University
Education in Science" con-
ducted by Indian academy of
Sciences at Indian Institute of
Science.

The association succeeded in
creating a Scientific attitude
among its members which is
essentially needed for its deve-
lopment.

I regard consciousness as fundamental. I regard matter as

derivative from consciousness. We cannot get behind consciousness.

Max Planck
The Circle of Life




ELECTRONICS CLUB

e started Electro-
nics as a subject of
study at the PUC
level in 1985 and

at the degree level in 1988.
Electronics Club started
functioning in the year 1986.
Electronics being an applied
science, can be understood and
appreciated well only with the
help of working models. Even
though a few basic experiments
are prescribed in the syllabus
and we have provided a well
equipped laboratory for doing
experiments, the students are
not exposed to the working
principles of a large variety of
electronic gadgets, equipments
and instruments they come
across in every day life. Hence
it was felt necessary to
encourage and guide the
students to bridge or atleast
reduce the gap between the
principles of Electronics
prescribed in the syllabus for
the purpose of examination and
the working principles of
electronic gadgets and
equipments they are exposed to

K.A. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
H.O.D. Dept. of Electronics

at home and in their
surroundings.

Hence unlike the activities of
other associations in Christ
College, Electronics Club
concentrates on encouraging
students for undertaking
practical electronic projects
apart from the other activities
like lecture contests, essay
writing etc. A practical project
work consists of selection of a
suitable electronic circuit, study
of the various parts and
components in the circuit,
planning layout and fabrication
of PCB (printed circuit board),
collecting components chasis
and other requirements to build
the circuit, assembling and
testing the model for its
specifications and finally
preparation of a project report.
Generally an electronic project
work extends to about three
months. To appreciate the work
they are doing students have to
spend appreciable time to
study and understand the
details of the circuitry and the

function of each component in
the circuit. They may have to
visit libraries in other institutions
and visit the electronic
component outlets many times
as some of the components
may not be readily available in
the market. If they fail to get
some components the circuit
has to be modified or in some
cases they have to work on an
altogether different project. In
short a good project work
requires appreciable time and
money to be spént by the
participants to achieve the
desired goal. This limitation
some times forces the students
to select simple projects
usually in the kit form. As the
students should have some
basic working knowledge on
the use of electronic test
equipment and soldering
methods, the first year students
are not prefered for project
work. Hence we concentrate
on the second year students for
undertaking project work.
Even though we do not have
any scheme to encourage non-
electronic students for practical

electronic projects we do give




all possible help if any of them
come forward voluntarily to
undertake project work.

To help the first year students
to plan for their project work to
be taken up in the second year
we have started a library of
practical project books and
journals with contributions from
students, staff and the
management. At present we
have about 200 titles in the
library. The books are issued
to members once a week, as
we do not have personal to
issue the books on daily basis.
Mr. Benny Sebastian of

Electronics dept. is incharge of
the Electronics Club Library.

Electronics Club organised a
few lectures related to Amateur
Radio. A demonstration of
Amateur Radio equipments
was also held in 1993. Ten
students were given Morse
code practice and were trained
to take up the ASOC
examination in 1993. Due to
unavoidable reasons we could
not continue with the Amateur
radio activity. We expect to
revive this field in the coming

year.

| thank all the student members
for their active participation, the
lecturing and non-lecturing staff
of the department for assisting
and guiding the students for their
project work and Rev. Fr.
Principal for his encoura-
gement and interest he has
shown in the activities of the
electronic club. | gratefully
extehd my thanks to Rev. Fr.
Mani Giles and Prof. H.R.
Ramakrishna who
encouraged me to start the
electronic club for PUC

students in 1986.

Rao

Only reason can convince us of those three fundamental
truths without a recognition of which there can be no
effective liberty ; that what we belive is not necessarily
true; that what we [ike is not necessarily good; and that
all questions are open.

Civilization

Clive Bell




COMMERCE ASSOCIATION - 1994 -9

The association was
innuagurated by Rev. Dr.
Antony Kariyil, C.M.1.,
Principal of the College,
on 17th August 1994.

Dr. Eresi, Prof. Dept. of
Commerce and Manage-
ment Bangalore Univer-
sity was the chief guest of
the day

Organised many debates
and quiz programmes in
the College, and prizes
were awarded to the win-
ners.

DIRECTOR AND CO-ORDINATORS,
Dept. of Commerce and Management.

Our students took part in
debates, quiz and elocu-
tion contest organised by
other colleges in Banga-
lore and secured prizes.

Mr. N.S. Mohan, Asst.
Manager, MICO gave a
talk on " Investment
Analysis" to our com-
merce students.

The National Institute of
Sales conducted a semi-
nar on "Career Opportu-
nities in Marketing".

The NIIT organised a
seminar on Computer
Training.

Commerce students
went on a study tour to
various other states of
commercial importance,
they were guided by the
members of the staff of
our department.

The out - going students
of PUC and Degree very
well organised their so-
cial get-together and fel-
lowship during the end of
the academic year.

I am the water
From my homeland
Take a full cup

And you won't get drunk,

Don't tell me your name

I know who you are
TalKing about home

Your heart starts to blossom

Talking about folks
Warm tears will flow.

Wang Ludbin

14 Fiill




CHRIST CO

ION :

Annual Activities Report (1994-95)

he Christ College
Management
Association (CCMA)
i s engaged in
adding value to the BBM
degree programme by
arranging debates, group
discussions, symposia, guest
lectures,
workshops to augment the
development of the managerial

T

seminars and

knowledge and skills.

In the past academic year the
Management Association
organised about 25
programmes ranging from inter
class debates to a national
meet of Business Under-
graduates. the
noteworthy events were an
inter collegiate seminar on
"Emerging Trends in Business"
which was closely followed by
an inter collegiate workshop on
“Business Computing". CCMA
also collaborated with the
Mount Carmel College
Commerce Association to
organise a career seminar to
focus on career opportunities
for students of commerce and

Among

FR.JOSEKUTTY P.D.

Dept. of Commerce
management. Careers received
a lot of attention this year with a
couple of guest lectures and two
skills development workshop
conducted for the first year and
final year students. The final
year students also visited
Bombay on an industrial study
tour.

But the biggest event of the year
was the National Meet of
Business Undergraduates
(NIMBUS) Christ
College played host to 25
Institutions including 12

where

-outstation Colleges. The 100

delegates attended a
symposium addressed by the
creme de la creme of Indian
Industry, interacted and
competed with each other over
a two-day period. The event
received wide media coverage
and was highly appreciated by
all the participants.

NIMBUS saw Christ College
BBM win the overall trophy; with
both the best group leader and
best speaker being from Christ

College. It was no surprise that
Christ College was the best
debating team at NIMBUS
because this feat was also
repeated at Vivekananda
College. And for the second
successive year, we carried
away the overall trophy at "Zen
Fest" organised by Dr.
Ambedkar First Grade
College's Dept. of Management
Studies, prooving beyond
doubt that we are still the
premier BBM programme in
Bangalore and perhaps India.

The office bearers 1994-95
were

Fr. Josekutty P.D. Director
Ayan Ghosh Secretary
Nirmal KumarK.B. -  Joint

. Secretary
Surender Singh - Ris
Rashmi M. Committee

Member

Chatrath Atul S Y
Kapil Bakshi e
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OUR DAYS WITH

or the past three
years what has
brought about
change in
the outlook of our life together
with education is the National
Social Scheme (N.S.S.).
During our association with the
N.S.S., we the volunteers had
the opportunity to learn that “the
more one gives, the more one
will recieve'.

The one striking feature of the
Christ College, N.S.S. Unit is
that it is a family that stays
together. The volunteers move
together during the intervals
and share their tiffin as
members of a family.

The N.S.S. activity of our
College started this year with
the free blood test camp for our
students. Nearly 180 students
attended it. It was organized as
a part of the blood donation
programme of the N.S.S. for the
patients in the area.

Together with the nation, we
also celebrated the
independence day. A special
seminar marked the occasion.

BENNY VARGHESE
Il B.A. J.P. Eng

. mmmmm
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The papers were on
‘Democracy in India’' by Promod
of | year degree and "Aids' by
Rekha M.V. of lll year degree,
which were eye openers to
certain thoughts and facts. It
was also marked by few
Cultural Programmes.

As part of the N.S.S. adventure
club there was a preliminary
one day trekking and 4 days full
trekking; 6 teachers and 5
students participated in it. It
was really a good experience.

The N.S.S. unit meets regularly
on Saturday afternoons. We
have social awareness
classes, and also manual
works. We used to help the old
and mentally retarded people of
Asha Nikethan. We were also
taught to administer first aid to
sick people.

Our group is blessed with many
talents. We have received many
prizes in cultural programmes.
We also conducted two days
competitions for other college
students in connection with the
Silver Jubilee of our College.
We were non-competetive
participants.

The camp at Choodahalli united
us further. We worked together.
32 boys and 10 girls together
with the director and co-
ordinator Mr. Syed Azeez
attended the Camp. The main
activities included innovation of
the village road making
drainage ditches and creating
general awareness about
deforestation and social evils.

New year celebration in a
village has its own novelty.

New year camp fire, simple food
and open air is what welcomed

E
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us when we stepped into the
year 1995. It seemed to be a
different experience compared
to the regular dancing and
merry making behind closed
doors in the city.

Our lunch packets in hand and
the joy of being in a group, away
from home, made this event a
memorable one.

On the last day the valedictory
functions and camp fire saw the

volunteers shed farewell tears
to a village we had never seen
before.

Speeding bikes, students
running around for bouquets,
teachers preparing
programmes, all this reminded
us that we were back in the
College. The Silver Jubilee
year for the College had to be
celebrated in style. So once
again the N.S.S. members

stretched out their helping
hands in arranging flower pots,
tables and chairs,-helping the
organizers to conduct the
events and to maintain the
decorum of the college.

After having done all this the
thought that remained in our
minds was “simple living and
hard work really makes life
worth living'. [*]

The modern world seems to have no notion of preserving
different things side by side, of allowing its proper and
proportionate place to each, of saving the whole varied
heritage of culture. It has no notion except that of
simplifying something by destroying nearly everything.

G.K. Chesterton
All | Survey




SPORTS - ANNUAL REPORT

his year our Col-
lege sports activi-
ties were enormous
and the participa-
tion of our College students
were spontaneous in various
inter-collegiate & inter
-universtiy tournaments.

Our Christ College Annual In-
ter Collegiate Football Tourna-
ment was held in the month of
August. As many as 16 teams
took part including the Christ
College, Irinjalakuda. The win-
ners were Al-Ameen College
and the Runners up Christ Col-
lege, Irinjalakuda, Kerala.

1) Sunil

2) Bopanna

3)  Murthuza

4) Bojanna. B.E.

5)  Mallika Kamath

6) Karthik Shah, Il B.Com.

VISHAKANTA SWAMY
Physical Director
Our College Football Team won
the B.M.S College Inter Colle-
giate Tournament for the sec-
ond consecutive year.

Our Annual games, sports fes-
tival "Chrispo Fest" was held in
the month of September. As
many as 34 Colleges took part
in this all games inter-colle-
giate sports in both men and
women sections.

Our College Annual Athletic
Meet was held on 17th Dec.
1994.

Rev. Fr. Lobo, Principal. St.
Joseph's College inaugurated

the meet and Rev. Fr. Sebastian
of our college distributed the
prizes.

In the men senior section
George A.K. White House was
the individual champion

In the Women section Sheeba,
Blue House was the individual
champion.

In the men's Junior Section
Ayappa. K.C., Red House was
the individual champion.

Many of our College Sutdents
represented the State and the
University in the various
games:

represented Karnataka in the National Football
Championship at Shimoga.

represented Bangalore University Football Team.
represented Bangalore University Hockey Team.
represented Bangalore University Swimming Team

7)  Monohar Roche Il BHM

represented Bangalore University Cricket Team

represented the Bangalore University Cricket Club,
India in the Melbourne Kangaroos Tournment in
Australia.

8) Bharath M.G., | BBM
9) Sanjeev Gupta, | BBM

10) Shakir Ganjee, 11 B.Com. represented Karnataka State Billiards Team and got
State Rank No. 3 in the under 21category.
11) DeepaV.Nair., |.B.A. represented Bangalore University Women's

Hockey Team.

The overall participation of our college teams in various tournaments were good and
encouraging.




NCC REPORT

n organisation
formed to inculcate
discipline, leader-
ship, comradeship
and espirit de corps with the
youth of our country is the
National Cadet Corps. The ca-
dets are trained with the military
skills in order to create a stand
by army during emergencies of
war, natural and civil calami-
ties. Discipline is the first step
of a man's life, NCC therefore
aquired the motto of "Unity and
Discipline".

As our College management is
well aware of the disciplinary
aspects, it created a Company
~ of 160 Cadets in the year 1969.
The first NCC officer 2/LT

Srinivasa Raju underwent his
training in the Officers Training

Major James . Alumkara

Lieutinent M.X. Vincent
Coy Commander

School, Kamptee, Nagpur and
took over the Company as the
Coy Commander. We are very
proud of him because of the
strong basement he laid to the
NCC in our College.

Later the Company was in-
creased in its number and there
were two more officers required
to administer the NCC activi-
ties. Accordingly, the two staff
members 2/L James K.
Alumkara and 2/LT T.N.
Srinivasan took over the
charge of NCC activities. And
Later as the company strength

was reduced, Lt. James K.

Alumkara took over the charge.

Major James K. Alumkara com-
manded the company till March
1991. From the inception, under

2/LT Srinivasan T.N.

LT . Xae Vincent

the able control of the part time
officers, our College has stood
first many times in our director-
ate , and has won medals and
commendations.

Many of our Cadets have
become Officers in the defence
forces, in the Police force, IAS,
IPS etc.

In 1991, 2/LT M. XAVIER
VINCENT took charge as the
Company Commander of our
College NCC unit and has
been successfully command-
ing the unit following the previ-
ous three officers.

THE JUBILEE YEAR -

Our regular programmes like
drill, weapon training, social
service camps everything went
on well in this academic year.

i




The remarkable aspects are the
participation of our Cadets in
- the Independence Day Parade,
Chief Ministers Parade and the
Republic Day parades. They
took out wonderful drill and
guard of honour to the dignitar-
ies representing the NCC Army
wing of our B-Group. Our Ca-
dets maintained a high degree
of discipline and comradeship
on those occassions.

As the Silver Jubilee Celebra-
tions were held in our College.
50 of our cadets gave a won-
derful guard of honour to the
chief guest, our Honourable
Chief Minister Sri Devegowda.
The function was so remark-
able and our cadets were com-
mended.

NCC GIRLS WING :

As a good number of girl stu-
dents have been demanding a
unitin our College, we are ask-
ing for a separate unit fromthe
ministry of defence. To initiate
our activities, we have got 12
vacancies in the Girls Wing for
our College girl students. They
are undergoing Training in dif-
ferent Colleges and are suc-

cessful. They also participated
in the guard of honour during
our Silver Jubilee Celebrations.
We congratulate them for their
cheerful participation. We
hope, we shall be getting a
separate unit for our girl stu-
dents in the near future.

Individual Achievements :

CJUO S. Mujahid Khan has se-
cured a medal and first place in
the All India basic Leadership
Camp at New Delhi.

Our CSUO Ravindranath stood
as the best cadet of our 9 KAR
Bn and received his medal from
the Chief Minister during our Sil-
ver Jubilee Celebrations. The
other cadets who received
medals for their outstanding
performances are JUO K.S.
Muthappa, JUO Zakir Ulla, JUO
N. Sridhar, SGT. Atre and SGT
Ranjith Bangera. Our College
student JUO Subramanian of
the Air Wing (open unit) partici-
pated in the Republic Day Pa-
rade, New Delhi and was
awarded with the Best Cadet of
KAR & GOA Directorate.

The RD Cadet JUO N. Sridhar
is promoted to the Rank of Se-

nior Under Officer of our Com-
pany for the academic year
1995-96.

2/Lt. M. Xavier Vincent under-
went his promotion training at
OTS, Kamptee and was pro-
moted as a full Lieutinentin the
academic year 94-95.

On behalf of the Management
& Principal we congratulate &
wish them all success.

THANKS :

On behalf of the previous offi-
cers & cadets, | thank our be-
loved Rev. Fr. Dr. Antony Kariyil
for his guidance and co-opera-
tion, which is the main motiva-
tion behind all of our activities

~and achievements.

| thank very sincerly Rev. Fr.
Thomas Chathamparampil,

Rev. Fr. Abraham, Rev. Fr.

Silvin for their sincere advice,
help and co-operation in all our
activities.

We thank the Commanding
officer of 9 KAR Bn NCC Col.
R.C. Kukretty and his team of
officers, the members of our Col-
lege office for their support and
help in our activities. [*]
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— CAREER GUIDANCE & PLACEMENT

: CAREER TALK!
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SPORTIVE SPORTSMEN

KARTHIK SHAH
Il B.Com,

_ REPRESENTED
IN HOCKEY TEAM BANGALORE UNIVERSITY
IN CRICKET TEAM

MALLIKA KAMATH

C.S. BOPANNA

ﬁﬁ?ﬁ S

REPRESENTED
KARNATAKA
IN SWIMMING TEAM IN FOOT BALL
SUNIL KUMAR ANIL KUMAR B.
MBS | ~ liBCom.

REPRESENTED
KARNATAKA
IN ATHLETICS




__ POST - GRADUATION
NEW BLOCK

INSPECTING FOR ELEGANT SHAPES
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NATIONAL SERVICE SCHEME (N.S.S. )

S. MOHAMMED SALEEM PRASHANTH S. NITHYA RAJAN JIJO M. KOSHY
Il B. COM. Ill B.Sc. Il B.Se. Il B.Com

BEST GROUP BEST BEST GIRL BEST
LEADER CAMPER VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER

N.S.S. UNIT TREKKING IN WESTEHN GHATS




ARGENTUM BEATS! - INDIAN MUSIC TEA

IN TOUCH WITH ELEGANCE!

ARGENTUM ‘95
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{ DR. CHANDRASHEKARA KAMBAR'S PLAY
— " JOKUMARASWAMY " [—

WON SIXTEEN AWARDS




NATURE'S ULTIMATUM

P.G.SANTHOSH
Il PUC (CAMS)

ong, long ago, there were stars shining above,

L Onto a little green tree that was full of Nature's love,
And under this tree, slept man, alone and cold,

With no warmth at all, so we are told.

The little tree was his shelter and his friend,

He lived on what she had to lend.

But he started to grab, spoilt by desire,

‘coz now he had the power to light a fire,

And branch after branch, from a tree that was good, .
She was converted to his burning firewood.

Yet nature forgave man, she thought he would learn,
She thought she should give him another turn.

She bore another tree, which she filled with hope
But man remained stupid, the same old dope !

They say he developed and stopped being a vulture,
He had learnt the art of agriculture.

Suddenly open soil was in great demand.

So man started to clear the land.

He now knew now to grow his own food,

What use had he of this large mass of wood!

Another of Nature's daughters was dead and gone
Man was the master, the tree-just a pawn.

But Nature, still so full of benevolence,

Chose to ignore man's arrogance.

That night, she bore yet another child,

And this one she named-A chance for the wild.
But by now, man had built his dream machine.

It could carry him around, but left the air unclean.
Man could now drive around relaxed and free.
But the car burnt nature's oil and choked her tree.

Then, one day, Nature couldn't see her daughter die,
She rushed out and spoke from the sky.

Look, DEVIL ! I've forgiven you too long,

And you don't realize that you're doing wrong !
Take care of that tree, listen to what | say, or else,
You will just rot away.

Save her, Man, protect her with all your might.
She's your pulse, your day, your night

She's your soul. So take lots of care,

She's your last bubble of fresh air.

JES
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1. he most dreaded
day had finally ar-
rived. | had antici-
pated it and

prepared myself mentally to
face it. But, as | entered the col-
legé gate, the terror, which was
buried in m.y stomach, slowly
grew larger and ended up as a
hard lump in my throat. Ner-
vousness got the better of me
and though it was generally a
cold day, | realised that | was
beginning to sweat. My hands
became cold. With all the cour-
age, | could muster, | walked ( |
mean, dragged myself) forward.

DALIA
liInd CMS

The campus was bubbling with
enthusiastic seniors, who were
waiting impatiently for a good
'‘prey'. They were already im-
mersed in giving the freshers,
what they called" a hearty wel-
come" and a " method to know
their juniors better". In my dic-
tionary, it was more precisely
referred to as, ‘ragging' - my
most dreaded event.

As | walked towards my class, ‘

a group of the "welcome com-
mittee" detected me as a

fresher, and prepared to make

me their next 'prey'. Their eyes

searched me over and my liter-
ally shivering body, seemed to
invite them, to give me a "warm
welcome". The earth seemed to
cave in, where | stood. Before |
could lose control and collapse,
the "god-sent' bell, started ring-
ing and saved me just in time.
Thanking my lucky stars and
heaving a sigh of relief, | pulled
myself together. With a face of
a victorious fresher, who man-
aged to miss the seniors "warm
welcome”, | entered the class.
You see, | was their new lec-
turer.

The pendulum of the mind oscillates between sense and nonsense,
not between right and wrong.

C.G.Jung
Memories, Dreams, Reflections
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REV. FR. MANI GILES CMiI

Rev. Fr. Silvin Manjaly CMI, Office Superintendent.

Christ College.

A GLITTERING IMAGE OF THE PAST

n
this|
sol-|

emn and auspi- |
cious Silver Ju-
bilee Year of
the Christ Col-
lege it is befit-
ting to grate-|
fully remember
the valuable|

services of

Rev. Fr. Mani Giles
Pothanamuzhy CMI, the
founder Principal of Christ Col-
lege. Courage, prudence, no-
bility, sanctity of life and admin-
istrative ability have made Rev.
Fr. Mani Giles a rare personal-
ity, who has captured the hearts
and goodwill of the students as
well as of the staff of the Col-
lege for the past 22 years. Hav-
ing imbibed the great vision and
ideas and support of the
founder of this College, Rt. Rev.
Bishop Jonas Thaliath the then

Rector of Dharmaram College.
Fr.Mani Giles overcame all the
difficulties at the starting of
Christ College. At the very in-
ception of Christ College in
1969, Fr. Mani Giles took
charge as its Principal and
Head of the Department of
Botany.

Being a Catholic Priest and
Principal of a prestigious insti-
tution like Christ College,
Fr.Mani Giles had been a friend

and spiritual guide to various

| religious and
social asso-
ciations as
jwell as edu-
| cational insti-
tutions in the
city of Banga-
lore for the
past two de-

cades. Dur-

ing the tenure of his
Principalship, he had to render
his services in various capaci-
ties - as President of the Private
College Principal's Associa-
tion, co-ordinator of Catholic
Colleges of Karnataka, Syndi-
cate and Senate Member of
Bangalore University and Mem-
ber of various inspection com-
mittee of the University. His dig-
nified, courageous and grace-
ful performance in all these
above - mentioned fields was

much appreciated.




After retirement from Christ Col-
lege, Fr. Mani Giles was ap-
pointed Rector of Dharmaram
College and President of the
Christ College Society for a
period of three years, by the
highest authority of the CMI re-
ligious congregation. Having
completed his Rectorship in
1993, he was again appointed
Director of the CMI centre at
New Delhi. Thus his very pres-
ence and valuable service was
shifted from this capital city of
Karnataka to.the capital of the
Country.

When Christ
celebrates its Silver Jubilee, its

College

former Professor and Principal

Fr. Mani Giles will be the hap-
piest one to see the present -
day envious growth of his very
own Christ College - which he
has nurtured very carefully
from its infancy. He has al ready
entrusted this ' child' to the di-
vine providence of Christ who
is its divine patron, and all
through his service here he
often reminded the colleagues
of the Bible passage : "Unless
the Lord (Christ) builds the
house, those who build it
labour in vain'. (ps.127).

Everyone who has associated
with Rev. Fr. Mani Giles, will
cherish the happy memories of
his time, for ever. He lived here

as a beacon light and its flames
are still glittering in the minds
of all. | am happy ta state that |
had been associated with Fr.
Mani Giles from the year 19783.
The fact that a harmonious re-
lationship and a healthy family
spirit could be developed in the
running of Christ College was
the great achievement of Fr.
Mani Giles as an Educator. May
the Lord Christ, the divine pa-
tron of the College, continue to
foster the same family spiritand
a peaceful and studious atmo-
sphere in the College for its
'Excellence and Service' in the

years to come.

G.K. Chesterton

[ came to the conclusion that the optimist thought everything good
except the pessimist, and the pessimist thought everything bad,
except himself.

QOrthodoxy




he passing
away 10
November
1994 of Dr.
Kuppali Venkatappa
Puttappa, a literary co-
lossus and the beacon
light of the "Navodaya"

movement marks the
endof agreaterainthe
history of Kannada lit-
erature.

The nonagenarian pro-
lific writer was one of
the few who led the
movement to counter
Kavyadalli Anaadarane
(injustice to characters

depicted in poems) offering po-
etic justice to the neglected and
psychological, plausible expla-
nations to the actions that were
despised by the people.

Hailed as a literary legend of
his life time, Dr. Kuvempu drew
inspiration from different
sources - Sanskrit, English ro-
mantic poets, spiritual leaders
like Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa, Vivekananda

VASUDEVAN.
Il Deg. KPH

and Aurobindo and came out
with the immortal "Vishwa
Manava Sandesha".

Born to Venkatappa and
Seethamma on December 29,
1904 in Kuppali of Shimoga
District, young Puttappa re-
ceived his schooling in
Thirthahalli taluk and attended
the Maharaja's College in
Mysore.

He passed his BA in 1927 and
MA in 1929 before joining the

Mysore University as a
lecturer. He rose to be-
come the Principal of
the same college in
1955 and the very next
year became the Vice-
Chancellor of the
Mysore University.

Kuvempu's interest in
literature was evident
ever since his college
days. He presided
over the Bangalore stu-
dent-poets' conference
in 1928. He also pre-
sided over the
Kannada Sahitya
Sammelana held in

Hubli in 1933 and the one held
in Dharwad in 1957.

Kuvempu's magnum opus Sri
Ramayana Darshanam brought
him the Central Sahitya
Academi Award in 1955 and
became the first recipient of the
coveted Jnanapeeth Award in
1969 from Karnataka.

He was honoured with doctor-
ates by both Mysore and
Karnatak universities in 1956
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and 1966 _respectively. The
Bangalore University honoured
him with a doctorate degree in
1969.

Dr Kuvempu was also a recipi-
ent of the Padma Bhushan.

His Vishwamaanava
Sandesha propagates univer-
sal humanism and his contribu-
tion to Indian literature and cul-
ture through his immortal writ-
ings in Kannada is of immea-
surable magnitude.

History records an interesting
episode in the life of Kuvempu
~when his literary career was still
in its fledgling stage.
Enamoured by the spectrum of
English literature, young
Kuvempu published an anthol-
ogy of English poems
Beginner's Muse and showed
it to the Irish litterateur James
H. Cussins who was in
Srirangapatna then.

When Cussins advised him to
write in his mother-tongue

Kannada, Kuvempu's reply was
full of contempt. "Kannada lan-
guage is starved of vocabu-
lary", he told him. But taking a
divergent view, Cussins re-
torted, "no language is inferior
to the other and scholars
should harvestrich vocabulary
on their own.".

Further, Kuvempu experi-
mented a translation of his own
English poem into Kannada
which was more effective and
musical. The event was a turn-
ing point in the poet's career.
Putting an end to the writings
\in English, Kuvempu stepped

into Kannada literary arena
with conviction.

Kuvempu's writings cover wide
ranging literary forms such as
poetry, short story, novel, drama
and criticism. He has been
credited with more than 60
works.

His first anthology "Kolalu" ex-
tensively depicted beauty of na-

ture. The other anthologies in-
clude "Panchajanya, Navilu,
Kalasundari, Pakshikashi,
Prema Kashmir" and so on.

Sri Ramayana Darshanamis a
living testimony to the poet's
complete vision of life and spiri-
tual experience. The unigue
prosody and similes used in
the epic are invaluable contri-
butions to Kannada literature.

His plays include "Jagada
Jalagara, Yamana Solu,
Rakthakshi, Beralge Koral and
Smashana Kurukshetram”. His
"Kruttike", a collection of son-
nets, describes the beauty of
Malnad and Kanooru
Subbamma Heggadati is a
much acclaimed novel.

In his illustrious life spanning
90 summers, Dr Kuvempu had
revealed his penchant for every
form of literature dabbling in
lyric to epic and criticism to per-
sonal essay and drama.

| e S kT A SRR

Death is the only pure, beautiful conclusion of a great passion

D.H. Lawrence
Fantasia of Unconscious
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THE JUST MAN LIVETH BY FAITH

VAGESHWARI
Dept. of History

tis a pleasant task
when one works
under a friendly se-
nior staff. It is
heavenly if one's senior, is
friendly, non-interfering & trust-
ing. This is what
Rev. Fr. Augustine Joseph is. A
warm and kind hearted person,
he cares for the well being of his
fellow staff..

Fr. Augustine belongs to that
rare and almost extinct group of
teachers of history, who studied
history as a whole and not
piecemeal, as H.G. Wells re-

Fr. Augustine Joseph
marks " History is universal and
all encompassing", to Fr. Au-
gustine History is definitely all
encompassing. It is exactly be-
cause of this, that he is able to
trace the commanalities and
links in human history, be it that
of Europe, America, Asia or In-
dia. More than twenty five years
of studying and teaching it, has
enabled him to quickly provide
answers to questions ranging
from the Battle of Persepolis of
Alexander to the Battle of
Srirangapattana. Many a time |
have approached him seeking

tails of the British constitution.
He has very patiently traced its
origins, interpretations and de-
tails. What was redeeming was
the total absence of a conde-
scending attitude. Inspite of the
grip over the subject, | have
seen him steadily preparing for
his lectures perhaps there is a
lesson or two for beginners like
me. Students will also vouche
for this. His robe of authority has
never been detrimental to stu-
dents in approaching him. It is
like him who make all the dif-
ference. Just as St. Paul said

"The Just man liveth by Faith".

Happiness is the only sanction of life ; where happiness fails,

existence remains a mad and [amentable experiment.

George Santayana
The life of Reason




THE SACRILEGE OF PURITY
RAVINDRANATH B. :
BHM Class of ' 95 :
. ‘-
ith aeon and breath Nurturing the sprout of an unknown phobia }
The slumber of creation That veils the eye of sanity.
Danced on the virgin conscience
Moulding innocence. The trickle of iniquity bathes my thought,

Ogle | did, at the mundane bubble,
Queer it seems, is the path of life
Where shadows of the gospel deceive.

Marks my thought, defiles my soul
To shroud the throb of verity.
The nonce.... carving the judgement of pretirite

| dance to ye tune O! Evil |, adrop in the ocean of conduct
Blind to the sermon of love Plead to thee O ! Supreme guardian
Mute to the rhythm of perdition To forgive ............. forget and heal

TANGLED ROOTS

RAJESHP. .
IIl JOURNALISM

ooking at the world, as the train sped by, And where memories of better days doing to

Passing fields, men and women..... Me viciously

Familiar images, touching a note | thought about my land dreamily.

somewhere in my discordant mind........
My hands longed to touch them, The tears blurred my vision ...........c....... big
My heart went out to the land. Warm tears,
But we were going, going, goiNg,.......c.c.eeueeve Tears of sadness - tears of loss- tears at
+eeeenen.g0OINg @way from my land. Losing my identity !

Who am | ? Whatam | ?

* My mind went out to my village, Like the seeds blown from the parent tree
To the village of my forefathers reeeneeennennn-10 DE SCattered far and wide
Where old men smiled their one toothed To lose itself in the wide landscape
Smiles innocently, To be a stranger at every place !

Where the little river meandered dreamily,




ATRE

OF KEAT'S FANNY AND
LOVE'S MISERY

he death of love is
the most agonizing
one next to the
death of a loved one.

Upon my soul, | can think of
nothing else. The time is
passed | had power to advice
and warn you against the un-
promising morning of my life.
My love has made me selfish |
cannot exist without you. | am
forgetful of everything but see-
ing you again. My life seem to
stop there. | see no further.You
have absorbed me. | have a
sensation at the present mo-
ment as though | was dissol-
ving.

| should be exquisitely miser-
able without the hope of soon
seeing you. | should be afraid
to seperate myself far from you.
My sweet fanny will your heart
never change ? My love, will
it 2 | have no limit now to my
love. | cannot be happier away
from you. It is richer than an ar-
gosy of pearls’. Do not threaten

REUBENDAVID,
Il JPEng,

me, even in jest. | have been
astonished that men could die
martyr for religion ; | have shud-
dered atit. | shudder no more. |
could be martyred for my reli-
gion.

Love is my religion. | could die
for that. | could die for you. My
creed is love, and you are its
only tenet. You have ravished
me away by a power | cannot
resist and yet | could resist till |
saw you ; and ever since | have
seen you, | have endeavoured
often to reason against the rea-
son of my love. | can do that no
more. So wrote Keat's to his
sweet heart Fanny Brawne.
She was a cheeky young girl.

Keat's love for Fanny grew
wilder, mixed with passion,
despair and too much jealous.
But, [in every one's life there is
this conjunction 'but’] - Fanny
Brawne was unpromising -
though she was flirtatious
rather than deliberately unfaith-
ful. Reality proved Fanny
Brawne could cause death to
love-the love-that tied Keat's to
her. The physical, mental and
emotional frustration weakened
Keat's.

Keat's experience is remini-
scent of what Nietzche said :
“"Love is more afraid of change
than destruction." And ‘change’
must love. The strong man be-
comes weak. And the wise man
- may resort to folly.

Of love, Longfellow says,
"There is nothing holier in this
life of ours than the first con-
sciousness of love - the first flut-
tering of its silken wings - the
first rising sound and breath of
that wind which is so soon to
sweep through the soul, to pu-
rify or to destroy.”

Love is variously portrayed as
a force, afuel, a elixir, adrug, a
snare, a biological trick to en-
sure the survival of the species,
a gift from God to remind men
of the divine life.

However, the paradox of love is
mystifying. That is, you can
love a person so much that you
wouldn't hesitate to hate him.

So beware, Fanny Brawne may
strike you any time.

{37}




EDUCATE A WOMEN - AND YOU CAN ED

A WHOLE NATION

ducation makes
people easy to
lead, but difficult to
drive; easy to govern, but im-
possible to enslave”

Standing at the threshold of my
life and speculating as to what
the future holds for me, deep
within my recess of heart, |
know for certain that the above
words encompass a whole
world of meaning. Butin today's
world with its throbbing pace
and stringent competition who
will provide education?

The school ? The teachers ?
The society ? The father ? No
the mother. The first teacher of
our life, a woman.

But what is education ? Isitonly
square roots, lograthims, litera-
ture, history or is it something
else. Does it imply much more-

NAGESH
| PCMB

the ability to respect an indi-
vidual, the better understanding
of not to hit one's stomach, the
patience to accomodate and
adjust to others and to build the
nation's future.

A literate woman inculcates in
each of her children, the strenu-
ous path she had to walk on, the
dark tunnels which lay ahead
and the dazzaling brightness at
the end of the long journey. A
man who even today is manned
as the sole bread earner of the
family lacks time, diplomacy &
the most needed patience
which is inherent to woman - so
the task of educating lies on the
shoulders of the woman.

When a woman is educated,
her capabilities transcend the
limits of rigidity and embrace a
wider horizon and this has an
influence on all who come in

contact with her. Since the
twenty first century finds a
women not stagnating at home
but occupying various demand-
ing roles, it is but natural that she
be relied on to spread educa-
tion in its purest form.

In order that we should not
cripple a woman by binding her
in the shackles of time, she
must be aware of her potenti-
alities to transform our nation
into a wholly educated one,
since a woman is the only one
who can influence, and ‘lead
one to the doors of know-
ledge’ all at the same time.

To conclude ‘The child is the fa-
ther of the man’ but the ‘woman
is the mother of the child’ who
dutifully shapes him to become
a successful person in his

society & his world. E

We have gone round and round
In the narrow theme of love
Like an old horse in a pound

W. B.Yeats
Solomon and Sheba




ornin 1955 in a vil-
lage near Tumkur,
‘Mr. Abdul Munaff,
had his educa-
tion in Tumkur and Bangalore.
Nurturing a taste for literature
and history right from his school
days, Mr. Munaff completed
writing his first book when he
was in his second year M.A.
History and literature were his
subjects for Ph.D. too, under the
able guidance of Dr. Mohamed
Nooruddin, Head of the Dept of
Urdu, Bangalore University. His
research is based on a manu-
script (masnavi) written during
Tipu's period. Having fought a
ferocious war against united

Ph.D for ABDUL MUNAFF

front consisting of the Nizam of
Hyderabad and Marathas in
1786-87, Tipu Sultan, after
emerging victorious, commis-
sioned Hassan Ali Izzath to
document the entire proceed-
ing for posterity. Izzath carried
out the royal edict faithfully and
truthfully as the masnavi 'Azrab-
e-Sulthani' is still considered to
be an authentic source to the

period. Mr. Munaff has col-
lected various manuscripts of
'‘Azrab-e-Sulthani' visiting li-
braries located in different parts
of the country edited and
analysed them, arriving at a few
conclusions. His thesis re-
ceived a wide acclaim and is
considered to be a major con-
tribution to the research per-
taining to the Tipu's period.
Working in our Institution since
1988 Mr. Munaff is a suave and
lively person ever extending his
hands of friendship to both staff
and students. We wish him
many more success in future.

[
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was born as the
daughter of Dr. V.R.
Hiremath and Dr.
Mrs. Varadamba,

here in Bangalore. | finished my
schooling from St. Mary's School
(a branch of St. Theresa's). | com-
pleted my B. A., M.A. and M.Phil
from Bangalore University with a
Ist class. | was always a favourite
of my teacher for my academic in-
terest. My inspiring teachers were
Prof. K. Venkatagiri Gowda, Prof.
Abdul Aziz, Prof. K.C.

Ph.D for REKHA JAGANNATH

Shivananjaiah and B. Veera
bhadraiah, has fulfiled my long
cherished aim. | desire to further
my research and academic inter-
.ests in Economics without dis-

turbing my family (my husband an
engineer and two children, a boy
and a girl). My other interests are
Philosophy, Psychology, literature
Echology, » Womén Studies,
shuttle-badminton, music and
painting. Christ College was a mile
stone in my career as it was here
that | was regularised. | have now
worked here for five years. | wish
the College all the best towards
'Excellence’ (I have taught for
about 6 years before coming
here).




ZERO TO WED INFINITY 1
i
NAGESH :
|PCMB -C
Mathematics Colony,
Dynamics Street,
: 40 Degrees, ‘i
: 8 Minutes :
ear Trignometry, '
| D g : 7 Seconds

With due calculations, | offer my son Mr. Zero in marriage with your daughter Miss Inﬂniiy. Mr. i
Algebra approves of this union. You are already aware that they are very attached to each other
and have gone to the extent of not being unseperated ' :
Proof : any no./ infinity= Zero : ‘

any no./ Zero = Infinity
You can now imagine how close they are towards each other. Mr. Zero is a terror to students. He is
so hard headed that inspite of multiplication or division yeilds nothing where as your daughter
walks endlessly. No mathematician can check her speed. | think this alliance can yeild good re-
sults to future mathematics.
Mr. Astrology has also approved this proposal. You may also consult Mr. Log Table and Miss Ge-

ometry & let me know. In case you agree to the above proposal, please see that Mrs. Astronomical
Physics does not hear any thing about this.

-
_-".-_h-aul k ol m’ ¥ L I xﬂ?l\.l.ﬂ_- ST e M

Thanking you,
Yours undefined,
integral calculas
g [?2X*+ ]
: |— e AT e e
OH ! PARENTS
NAGESH !
|PCMB - C i
9Year old says : "My parents are marvellous. They know everything".
16 Year old says : "My parents do not know as much as | thought, In fact, there is a heap
of things they do not know".
19 year old says : " My parents will insist on always being right. Actually it is | who am

always right".

22 year old says : "My parents do not understand youth. They are completely out of touch
with new generation".

30 year old says : "l begin to think that my parents were right at some times".
50 year old says : "My parents knew everything. Gosh ! they were marvellous".
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MY FAIR LADY

PRETESHR.K.
| st PCMB, 'B' Sec.

The sky blue, the grass green,
Natures wonderful and lovely scenes,
You converse with me in such a loving way,

And listen to all that | have to say.

Oh! Shall | compare thee to the stars so bright,
Even they would lose their brightness at your sight,
Your soft words, Oh! How they comfort me,

And provide to all my problems, the solution and key.

Your shining bright eyes, they glow like a glow worm,
And your tender words, they render me warmth and calm,
Oh! how | wish to express my feelings to thee,

Without letting the others know and see.

| long for your company, day and night,

And for your smiles, which make everyone so bright,
At your sight, a thousand men will fall,

But | will be the first one among them all.

"Everything is fair in love and war," they say,
And, be sure, I'll sacrifice everything for you, and keep troubles at bay,
For, a man may tell you " | love you," a thousand and one times,

But with sincerity, right from my heart, | tell you only once.




ESSAY

THE APPAREL OFT PROCLAIMS THE MAN

ostly thy habit as
thy purse can buy.
C But not expressed
in fancy ;

rich not gaudy for the apparel
oft proclaims the man and thy
in France of the best rank and
station are most select and
generous, chief in that. 'This is
the advice Polonius, Minister of
Denmark gives his son Laertes
who is leaving for France for
higher studies. Polonius wants
his son to wear clothes that are
befitting to his rank and status.
But at the same time in the
name of status, he should not
dress himself gaudily. Polonius
is perfectly right in giving such
a piece of advice ; as far as it
goes. But does apparel really
proclaim the man?

In a general sense, it does. If
you wear a long pointed cap
and gaudy dress, you are either
a fool or buffoon, if not you are
taking part in a fancy dress
competition; even then your
part is a fool's. If one is shab-
bily dressed or in rags either he
must be a beggar or a mad
man, certainly a mad man if he
caries a bundle of assorted
things of no utility instead of a
begging bowl. If you see a man

HEMALATHA S.
| CAMS

in soiled clothes with smudges
of soot or smoke, you are sure
he is a mining worker or an en-
gine driver in an old fashioned
steam powered car. Similarly,
nobody will mistake a police
man or an army man even if he
is a 100 mtrs away.

A man with long uncut hair and
a flowing beard, a lock here and
there turning white, will cer-
tainly pass for a wise man if he
is not shabbily dressed, and for
a pious man too, if he puts on
stripes of ash or a round blood
red mark on his forehead. Have
a clean shave of your head, get
into a long wavy saffron robe
and you pass for a venerable
sadhu even without a pair of
wooden sandals and a wooden
support for your arm. Grow long
hair and put on an immaculately
white loose garment and
people will hail you as an
artist.

The real problem, therefore is
how to distinguish the original
from the imitation. The real pearl
and the artificial pearl look alike
and for an unpractised eye, the
artificial perhaps looks more
attractive. It is true all that glit-
ters is not gold. But how to dis-

tinguish one from the other.

Poverty is no crime ; but nobody
would like to parade in poverty.
And human nature as it is, the
poor man will take more pains
to pass for a well-to-do person.
Though he knows fully well,
that he is not rich, he does not
like to betray his poverty in pub-
lic. It is a sign of vanity, yet it is
pardonable; most of us are
guilty of such weak
mindedness. On the other
hand, it is a trait which should
be commended for we all
should aim at higher and better
things in life. If we are contented
with what we have or wish to
remain where we are, progress
will for ever be a far cry.

But attempting to reach higher
goals is one thing and putting
on airs is another thing. As long
as it is harmless, it is not
necessary to decry it. But when
the aims are assumed in order
to deceive the people at large
or evade the law, it loses its
acceptibility and becomes a
vice. A pick pocket will never
wear a conspicous dress that
makes his identification easy.
He will try his best to look like a
well dressed gentleman, only

Taz2
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then will he be able to carry on
with his job. Again a robber will
not openly carry his stick, nor
an assassin his gun. Such un-
lawful or shady acts shoud be
carried on stealthily in the garb
of innocence, without an ele-
ment of suspicion. An untruth
must in all appearances, look
like truth, only then will it carry
credibility.

It is in this sense that Polonius
is wrong when he said that ap-
parel oft proclaims the man. The
innocent and the guilty, the hon-
est and the dishonest, the real
and the fake, all put on agree-
able appearances. Though
they are diametrically opposed
to each other, they look alike.
Therefore the right has no way
to distinguish itself from the
wrony.

When one is as great as
Gandhiji, apparel matters very
little ; one can choose and keep
one's individuality. Even if it
looks a little uncommon, it will
not be laughed at. On the other
hand, it will bring a touch of dig-

nity to the individual. But if a
common man, wears a strip of
torn cloth like Gandhiji, he will
look utterly ridiculous.

We may not ape big men like
Gandhi or Nehru. But we do
imitate sometimes, writers and
artists, singers and actors. For
example, the hippies, there is
nothing great or glorious in men
growing their hair long or wear-
ing loose garments; but count-
less people imitated them. We
too, at one time or other, have
had a hundred crazy ways of
dressing, in the name of fash-
ion. From Vyjayanthimala's
saree style to Karishma's mini
skirts, from tights and bell bot-
toms to tights and parallels. We
have wedge cut, mushroom cut,
crew cut, blunt cut and can
crinkle, curl, perne or leave your
hair as it is we have had
Aashiqui ribbons, Baazigar
caps and what not. They come
as quickly as they go ; go as
quickly as they come-

In one sense, these fashions
too are harmless, though they

are expressions of variety.
There is nothing wrong in look-
ing better than a friend. But that
should not lead to rivalry or jeal-
ousy. But even if they don't cre-
ate ill will, they will certainly cre-
ate lordships to the weaker sec-
tions of the society who might
spend what little they have for
fashion. So, instead of content-
ment, discontent might be the
outcome.

If may therefore not be true that
apparel often proclaims the
man and all those who are well
dressed may not be well off. All
that glitters is not gold; but gold
cannot but glitter.: Likewise, a
decent man cannot but dress
himself properly. A diamond
does not stop shining because
there are imitation diamonds
which also shine. It is for oth-
ers to discriminate one from the
other.

When you have only two Pennies left in the world, buy a loaf of
bread with one, and a lilly with the other.
Chinese Proverb




AT :

LIFE IS A PLAY

G. SRINIVAS
Il B.A. (PSEco)
J
Life is a play,

Play with love,
Play with all *,
Play with pride,
Play play play.

Itis played over here,

It's a play of success,

It's a play of failure, .é
And play played by all.

All the play of joy, 1
And the play of misery, g
Alas ! is put to tragedy, .
Almighty still make's us to play, 1
Play play play

(* Parents, Peer's & Others)
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CUTTING THE CHRISTMAS CAKE!

IN BETHLEHEM! -
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HARMONY!

CELEBRATION OF HOLY MASS
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GOING, CRAZY - Qur Mad Ads Team

R

1457

COLOURFUL POTS, COLOURFUL FOLKS
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JIPMER

PONDY SHARING'

POTLUCK TEAM!
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ABOVE THE GROUND.... TOWARDS THE SKYI

OUR FOOT BALLERS... HANDSHAKES
FOR VICTORY!
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A CENTURY OF BOOKS

N. UDAYA KUMAR,
Deccan Herald, 18 March 1995

HE Karnataka
-Sangha of the Cen-
tral College in Ban-
galore was the pio-

neer in nurturing writers at the
campus level. It gave to the
Kannada literary world writers
of great merit. While the
Kannada scholar Dr. A.R.
Krishna Sastry started the tra-
dition of idenfifying and encour-
aging potential writers on the
college campus, it was G.P.

Rajaratnam who scouted for lit-
‘erary talent both inside and out-
side the college. Rajaratnam
was a major poet himself. His
Ratnana Padagalu, the songs

Kannada Sangha's 100th book release by Prof. G.S. Shivarudrappa

of the simpleton Ratna who is
fond of drink, had already ac-
quired a pre-eminent place in

~modern Kannada literature. He

picked many young, promising
boys, sat with them and took
pains to hone their skills. This
enabled them attain mastery
over their craft. Several of his
students, such as Lankesh and
Nissar Ahmed, are famous
Kannada writers now.

Sadly for the world of letters, the
Central College Karnataka
Sangha ceased to exist as a lit-
erary and publishing
organisation after the publica-

tion of Chinnada Gere (The
Gold Line), an anthology of po-
ems by students, in 1969.
Rajaratnam retired from service
that year and the organisation
was, in a sense, orphaned. The
happy part of this story is that
another college - level
organisation stepped in a few
years later and continued the
good work.

The new organisation was the
Christ College Kannada
Sangha, inaugurated on De-
cember 21, 1972. Unlike most
Kannada organisations, for
whom Kannada becomes an




infatuation only during the
Rajyotsava period, this
organisation took its love of
Kannada seriously. It started
publishing high quality literary
material right from its inception,
thereby encouraging students,
teachers as well as youngsters
outside the college to develop
an abiding interest in literature
and writing.

The Christ College Kannada
sangha has helped launch
such young writers as Abdul
Rashid, Tejasvini Niranjana,
Mogalli Ganesh, Nataraj
Huliyar and Pratibha
Nandakumar. However, itis not
as though the Kannada Sangha
has confined itself to the
younger generation. It has pub-
lished the works of writers of the
older generation too. A couple
of years ago, it came out with
Prof. A.N. Murthy Rao's
Samagra Lalitha Prabhan-
dhagalu, a compilation of the
complete essays of the master
of Kannada prose. Veteran edu-
cationist Dr H. Narasimhaiah
recently wrote a book called
Terada Mana (Open Mind)
which was also published by
the Kannada Sangha. Books by

Gopalakrishna Adiga and Ka-
mala Das (Manomi, translated
by Sara Abbubakar) have also
come out under the Christ Col-
lege Kannada Sangha imprint.

Even while encouraging
young, amateur writers, the
Christ College Kannada
Sangha has maintained high
literary standards. Discernment
is the watchword, and it is not
surprising, therefore, that many
of its publications have won
State and Central Sahitya
Akademi awards. Some books
have even been prescribed as
text books at the college and
university levels.

If Rajaratnam was the moving
spirit behind Central College's
Karnataka Sangha, the man
behind the Christ College
Kannada Sangha is Chi.
Srinivasaraju, who incidentally,
is a significant poet and play-
wright himself. He heads the
college Kannada Dept.

In the initial years, G.P.
Rajaratnam said he had no
doubt that the Kannada
Sangha of Christ College,
which had started off as a

vamana, a little creature, would
grow into a Trivikrama, a mighty
conqueror. Rajaratnam's wish
has indeed come true.
Srinivasaraju, with the backing
of Father Mani Giles, the
founder- principal of the college
who has been associated with
the Kannada Sangha for a ma-
jor part of its 22-years exist-
ence, has helped the
organisation excel and fulfil his
guru Rajaratnam'’s dream.

The Kannada Sangha has not
confined its activities to the col-
lege. The entire Kannada liter-
ary world is its domain. When
its publication project was
launched 22 years ago, the
Sangha had an investment of
Rs. 500. This seed money was
donated in the memory of a stu-
dent, C.K. Lakshmana Gowda,
by his parents. The Kannada
Sangha sought to publish the
works of well known writers but
no one was willing to risk giv-
ing their work to an unknown
organisation. Ka. Vem.
Rajagopal finally agreed to
give his book of poems to the
Sangha, his "Nadiya Melina
Gaali (The Wind on the River)
was our first publication", remi-

iy .
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nisces Srinivasaraju. Things
have changed now. Writers
deem it a privilege to be pub-
lished by the Christ College
Kannada Sangha.

"Rajaratnam used to say
money and blood should never
be allowed to stay in one
place," Srinivasaraju recalls.
And that is.why the Kannada
Sangha ploughs whatever
money it gets from its books
back into publishing. "Once we
establish a reputation for good
work, finances are not such a
big problem," he remarks.

Srinivasaraju is particularly
grateful to Fr. Mani Giles, Fr. K.
Augustine Joseph and the
present principal Fr. Dr. An-
thony Kariyil for their consistent
co-operation and support.
Other members on the staff
have also e'nthusiastically par-
ticipated in the activities of the
Kannada Sangha.

Interestingly, the Christ College
Kannada Sangha is only con-
tinuing a century-old tradition of
education and scholarship. In
the 19th century, there were
such remarkable Christian mis-
sionaries like Ferdinand Kittel,

author of the monumental
Kannada-English dictionary,
B.L. Rice, the great epigraphist
and Herman Moegling, the
scholar and founder of the first
ever Kannada newspaper
Mangalore Samachar. How-
ever, due to some historical rea-
sons, this tradition of Christian
educationists making a signal
contributions to Kannada litera-
ture and scholarship ramained
suspended for a long time. In
recent decades, the Kannada
Sanghas of St. Philomena's
College, Puttur, and St.
Joseph's Commerce College,
Bangalore, apart from the christ
College, have revived the tra-
dition by publishing Kannada
books.

The Kannada Sangha has pub-
lished a couple of books in
English also. Besides publish-
ing, it has also been conduct-
ing essays and poetry compe-
titions to spot literary talent
among students.

The Kannada Sangha has
never had a mercenary ap-
proach to the market; it has al-
ways maintained a no-profit no-
loss motto, keeping in mind the
interests of the reader. It sells
its publications also at book

fairs and venues of functions
like seminars and symposiums.
While the general reader gets
a minimum discount of 30 per
cent, university students get
special discount rates. Another
attraction is its pre - publication
coupons. To this day, the
Sangha has not sought any fi-
nancial support, government or
private, relying instead on its
network of loyal readers.

Srinivasaraju has greater plans
for the Kannada Sangha. "We
plan to publish books on art so
that even common people can
understand and relate to it," he
says. Another major project is
to publish, by the year 2000, a
compilation of the thousand
most important Kannada po-
ems of the century.

Without doubt, the Christ Col-
lege Kannada Sangha has
emerged as a major cultural in-
stitution. It takes no grants, but
has worked in the manner of a
responsible academy.
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THE MOMENT

SONIA SHARON DEVADATTA
PUC - CAMS

The moment was so fragile,
A silver cobweb around the moon.
It came all at once

And was gone much too soon.

The moment our hearts touched
That second when our eyes met
| felt the world begin to stop

In my heart, it never ends.

A streak of lightning across the sky,
An endless wave along the shore
The moment was just a moment

And yet it means so much more,

They say the heart knows today
What the mind knows tomorrow

The moment was foolish, the memory more so,

But my heart knows better and says no, no.

The magic spell lies broken
The moment is long gone

You are gone too,

But still ..... the memory lives on.
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V. KOTHANDA RAM

orn as the sixth

child of a strict and
well disciplined of-
ficer-scholar father
and devout and loving

mother,
taughht by the
Fathers of the |
Society - of |
Jesus of
Andhra Loyola
College,Vijaya-
wada, Mr. V.
Kothanda Ram
took his Mas-
ters degree in
language and [
literature inthe |
year 1963 after

successfully completing B.A.
(HONS) from the Andhra Uni-
versity, Waltair. Joining the fac-
ulty of the Andhra Loyola Col-
lege which was famous for its
service-minded and committed
teachers, like Rev. Fr. Gordon,
Rev. Fr. Coyle he taught there
for about three years only to
leave the institution for writing his
thesis on the topic, "The Quest - for
permanence in the novels
of Evelyn Waugh" for a Ph.D.

In the year 1970, a year after
Christ College started
Mr. V. Kothanda Ram joined the

N.SUNDARARAJAN
Dept. of Physics

department of English suc-
ceeding Mr. Francis Dhana Raj
as head of the department and
has been serving the institution
with diginity and honour.

Known to be affectionate at
heart, critical in mind, helpful in
nature, it is instructive, if not
educative to be drawn into con-
versation or discussion on any
topic under the sun with him.
He feels at ease to discuss
things that are temporal and
spiritual with the help of his
knowledge of Palmistry, Astrol-
ogy and Homoeopathy.
Homoeopathy the system of
medicine of symptoms which
he practices with the belief that
the best a human being can do
is to remove suffering & the fel-

low - human beings. While
practicing medicine he has
treated people coming from far
and near and even cases that
are rejected or considered

hopeless by the
allopaths.

A humorist to
the core when
he cracks a
joke, the listen-
ers should hold

lasts
longer" he has
made several of

his colleagues suffering from
the weariness of the problems,
tilt the angle of the issue and
see a comic sense in it.

In a career spanning thirty three
years of teaching, he completes
twenty five years of teaching in
Christ College and is reaching
super annuation on 11.6.95.
We wish him long life and good
health. E|
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GENETIC

NGINEERING - THE PLAYING GOD

s biologist learned
A more and more of

the genetic code,

they started
investigations to see if the code
can be permanently changed
by manipulating the genes. All
attempts in this regard have
been collectively categorised
as Genetic Engineering.

Genetic Engineering includes
fusions, deletions, inversions
and transposition of genes. This
technique involves
microsurgery. Precision tools for
this surgery are provided by
certain enzymes called mo-
lecular scalpels and Sutures.
The first successful attempt at
grafting a piece of DNA to for-
eign DNA was made by Paul
Berg of Stanford University and
he won Nobel prize for this
work.

This technique opens out many
avenues of beneficial research.
This technique is made usedin
the production of therapeutic
proteins like interferon, insulin,
hormones etc., by genetically
engineered bacteria. Bacteria

SAMEER T.A,,
Il PCMBE 'C'

are also programmed to pro-
duce enzyme Urokinase and
Betaendorphin (brain's own
pain killer).

Before these proteins were be-
ing secreted from blood cells
and tissues of other animals.
But its supply was limited and
was too costly. In the case of
insulin, it was being extracted
from pancreas of pig and cow.
Its supply was in plenty but
some people were allergic to
animal insulin. Now, bacteria
specially programmed for the
purpose, are producing insulin
which avoid allergies.

This technigue has an impor-
tant role in curing genetic dis-
order and other incurable dis-
eases. But important applica-
tion of this technique is that
married couples can choose
offspring of their choice. They
can choose their offspring's
health, sex, colour etc..

This technique has brought
about the dairy, poultry and ag-
ricultural revolution. This re-
sults in production of abundant

quantity of milk, egg, meat and
crops. This technique is com-
mercially beneficial. An ex-
ample, for the application of this
technique in agriculture is a
plant called 'Pomato’. Which
can yield potato and tomato si-
multaneously.

Genetic Engineering has some
negative aspects also. By this
technique, a couple chose their
offspring, so in countries like
India, people may misuse to
avoid female child. This tech-
nique may lead to the extinction
of many species of animals.

Genetic Engineering is rightly
called as the playing God. Man
is playing with the nature in the
creation of new species of ani-
mals. In future, the chromosome
and genes would be the art
piece of scientists. If research
in this technique proceeds,.its
promising that this technique
can bring back the animals that
look like Dinosaur and Mam-
moth. Sushmita Sen, wouldn't
be surprise to see hundred of
Sushmita Sens because Ge-
netic Engineering can do it.
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g s there any way
I out of this life?

The question
was posed by
James Stalley, an Arlington,
Texas, high school senior.
Before his teacher could
respond, a classmate jokingly
replied: " Well, you could kill
yourself', everyone chuckled.
Then, James Stalley stepped
onto the stage of a drama
classroom, placed a chair in the
centre, and methodically set a
stool in front of the chair. Taking
a shotgun from a brief case, he
smiled, put the .410 gauge
sawed - off shotgun to his right
temple and fired a single shot.
A classmate observed later,
“we thought it was fake. We just
could not figure out where he
gotall the stage blood." It wasn't
stage blood.

Bob Larson (an American
Psychologist) quotes this
incident in his book "Family
Issues".

James Stalley did the gun way,
back home, we have 14 yr old
Anitha who hung herself to
death, because her father fired

REUBEN DAVID,
Il BA. JPEng,

at her for getting red marks in
her report card. 18 yr old
Praveen consumes poison to
death, as he is shocked over his
girlfriends flirting with another
guy. And 20 yr old Rajan, on his
bike, crashes himself to death,
unable to bear the humiliation
of having failed in his final
exams.

Suicide has become an
“instant-antidote" for all the ills
of life, observes a noted
counsellor.

The various socio-cultural,
religious and economic factors
exclusive to Bangalore
contributes to high suicide
rates. Itis well known that social
changes of any nature,
especially when its pace is fast,
produces stresses and strains
for the population undergoing
the change.

Bangalore has been the fastest
growing city in the country,
making it the most expensive
city too. If one projects the
widely accepted and rather low
rate of 6 to 9 per 100,000
suicides in the country. It would

mean that about 45,000 to
67,000 people kill themselves
in India every year.

How did the " Garden City", the
"pensioners paradise", or the
'‘boom city' of yesteryear
become the 'doom city' of the
country ? Points out, Dr. Mohan
Isaac (Associate professor of
Community Psychiatry
NIMHANS) in his talk on
understanding and dealing with
suicide. 2

Itis also a widely accepted that
for every successfully
completed suicides there are
about 10 to 12 unsuccessful
attempts at suicide.

Why do people commit suicide;
is suicide a solution for eternal
calm over the storms of life ? Do
people have right to end their
life ? How many suicides and
what shall we do about jt ? How
does one recognize the
symptoms of suicide ? These
are issues debated over the
years and still the killeris on the
loose.

Dr. Prashantham (Director,
Christian Counselling Centre,
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Vellore) notes that researchers
have found out at least three
facts about suicide. One is that
some persons who are
mentally ill, like depression for
example ; depression is a very
important condition in which
suicidal thoughts exist,
schizophrenics, hysteria
patients, those who have
prolonged, chronical, painful
physical problems, tend to
entertain these thoughts. But it
is not always a deep seated
mental iliness that is present.
Secondly, situational factors
can put so much stress on
people, stress through poverty,
stress through changing
situations in society, failure in
examinations, love affairs,
family trails, domestic
problems, disappointments,
ego hurts etc. All kinds of things
can push some people into this

condition. Now, under these
circumstances, medical
diagnosis has to be made to
administer proper drugs as
relates the case. Thirdly, it is
said, and also shown in
research, that those people
who commit suicide do give
warning-direct or indirect and
give us clues. Once able to
detect, we can cater to these
vulnerable people who are
contemplating suicide.

Society is at every stage very
relevant in what a person does
with life. In general it may be
said that the experiencing of a
sense of solidarity with, and a
feeling of belonging to, the
community which is the real
environment of a person's life,
are important factors in the
person's developing a love of
life and the freedom from
temptation to commit suicide.

Voluntary agencies can do an
important work. From detection
to prevention to rehabilitation
and re-integration into society.
Parents need to listen a lot and
understand their children
(especially during the growing
years).

The
acceptance of the uniqueness

love and attention,

that each child gets, will go a
long way in fostering self
esteem, whereby problems can
be managed and suicides be
hanged.

However, on the whole, a good
dose of love, understanding,
and a listening ear will let
people live and arrest the killer
on the loose. [

(This article was a prize winning article in the feature writing
contest held by the Journalism Department)
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ABRAHAM JOSE K.

orking in an institu-
i W tion like Christ Col-
) lege is a privilege
and it gives job
satisfaction and contentment.
At the same time serving con-
tinuously for 25 years is an
added salient feature. This
credit goes to our beloved
Malayalam lecturer Mr. K.
Abraham Jose, who has been
serving this esteemed institu-
tion for more than 25 years.
Kudos to you sir !

Born in the year 1943, Mr. Jose
got his M.A. Degree in
Malayalam from the University
of Kerala, and joined Christ
College in September, 1969.
Presently staying at Madiwala
in his own house, he is the fa-
ther of four children, of whom
two are studying in Christ Col-

lege. These are the details of
Mr. K.A. Jose in brief.

With sheer divine audacity and
rare courage of conviction Mr.
Jose started and led his career,
lest, he should not have at-
tained this level. He is taciturn
by nature but " a word" from him
will weigh much and is thought-
provoking. He is silentin nature,
very broad-minded in thoughts
and deeds. He is a friend,
wellwisher, a guide and phi-
losopher. The avizandums he
gives will be timely and far-
sighted. Any work which is as-
signed to him, he does with ut-
most dedication, care and at-
tention.

As far as my relationship with
him in this college is con-
cerned, for the past 18 years, |
have seldom came across any
situation when he has got an-
gry or uttered a harsh word.
Above all the memory he has
is unique, remembers the
names of the students who
come to see him, even though
they are of the first batch stu-
dents of this college viz. 1969
- 70 students.

To be with him for sometime is
a pleasant thing and talking to
him is acquiring knowledge. A
scholar in all respects and hu-
man in all approaches Mr. Jose
is loved, respected and looked
upon by one and all as a very
well disciplined man.

| wish him longlife and success
in all respects and spheres with
these few words and express-
ing warm regards to
Mr. K.A. Jose.

Baskar Sharma

BABY MATHEW

n 1947 the glorious
I year, 9th
| September, in
Kaduthiruthy, a small town in

on

Kottayam district, a baby boy
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was born to a young couple.
The parents named him Baby
Mathew. Having completed his
memorable childhood and inex-
plicable schooling at the same
place, his parents wisely de-
cided to send him for higher
education - both undergraduate
and post graduate - to
Ernakulam, a city well known
for its panonamic beauty and
educational resources. Be-
sides his keen interest in sports
and games, showed relentless
desire in pursuit of the knowl-
edge of chemistry, and came
out with flying colours.

After the completion of M.Sc. in
chemistry as if it was ear-
marked, he was absorbed into
our college, along with first
band of committed lecturers. Al-
though he had come to a new
environment, different culture,
and altogether a different setup,
he soon got acclimatized in the
situation and smoothly started
off his voyage.

From the beginning of his ca-
reer, Mr. Baby Mathew has
been exhibiting a unique style,
a professiona! touch in teach-
ing and perfection in whatever

responsibility that has been laid
on him. Intellectual service to
handle the fire of knowledge
among the students community,
and the unquestionable loyalty
to the Christ College institution
stand as a hall mark of Mr. Baby
Mathew. He loves sports and
games. Reading serious ar-
ticles from newspapers and
magazines, seem to be his lei-
sure time activities. No wonder
then that he draws much inspi-
ration and strength from them.

For a succeessful professional
and family life, commitment is
a must. It not only involves the
physical presence and effective
intellectual output, but it also
demands one hundred percent
selfless involvement. It would
not be an exaggeration to
record that Mr. Baby Mathew
has an ingrained aptitude for
this virtue. None can question
his irrevocable commitment to
the teaching profession.

E. Jerome

DEVASSY M.T.

Mr. Devassy has
served Christ Col-
lege for 25 years.
He joined Christ
College in 1969 when Rev. Fr.
Mani Giles was the Principal.

He has worked sincerely in
almost all the departments of
the college, and before coming
to the pre. university office,
where he is currently working,

he was posted in the library.

Mr. Devassy is a person who
would not force friendship on
others and take advantage of it,
but he generally stretches his
helping hand to anybody who
approaches him. He has blos-
somed as a mature individual
after having experienced pain
and suffering in the various
stages of his life ; one can also
makeout a certain discontent-
ment on his face. Mr. Devassy
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never dominates and is in per-
fect ease when he works with
any of his colleagues.

Mrs. Aley Kutty has been Mr.
Devassy's campanion, they
have two children Nigin and
Nisha, aged 14 and 10 respec-
tively. Theirs is a happy family.

The whole college joins me in
congratulating Mr. Davassy for
his dedicated 25 years of ser-
vice.

JOSEPH EDEN A.

orn on 17th April
1946, Mr. Joseph
Eden had his
schooling in
Tamil Nadu. His collegiate
studies were in Faterian Mata
National College, Kollarn,
Kerala. He took his M.Sc. de-
gree from Kerala University in
the year 1968. His speciali-

B

sation was Ichthyology. Soon
after his studies he took up a
junior lecturer's post in the
same college where he studied.
He worked there for about six
months. He joined Christ Col-
lege on 12th November 1969
as the role member of staff of
the Zoology department. Since
then he has established and
equipped the department. He
has been heading the depart-
ment for the past twenty five
years. He had been a member
of the zoology degree syllabus
committee of the Bangalore
University in the year 1986.

JOY K.O.

K.O. Joy has been
sewing Christ
College for the

past twenty five

years. He joined service in’

1969 as an assistant in the

Dept. of Physics, later he
worked efficiently in various
other departments and is now
currently in the pre university
office. Mr.Joy right from the be-
ginning has ably carried out the
job assigned to him, whenever
our college has been a center
for competitive and service ex-
ams (GRE, TOEFL, KPSC,
Railways etc.) Mr. Joy is present
there and has been among the
persons repsonsible for its
smooth conduct, he is capable
of handling with ease any small
hurdle that may come his way
during these exams.

.
Mr. Joy never grumbles, his

answer to any query is accom-
panied with a smile, he certainly
helps. Born in a place called
Maham in Kerala, he came to
Bangalore looking for a job
settled here, learnt Kannada,
and became a Kannadiga, he
also owns a house in Banga-
lore now. The Joys-are a small
and a happy family, Mrs. Mary
and daughter Blessy Joy have
made a happy home. Mr. Joy
has cultivated the habit of read-
ing the Bible regularly.
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We heartly congratulate Mr. Joy,
for having lived as a friend of alll
for 25 years in the college.

SRINIVASA RAJU C.

ri Srinivasa Raju,
Head of the Dept.
of Kannada, ser-
vice expands over
2 decades ; to be precise since
the inception of the college.
Born on 6th August 1941 in
Chikkaballapur. Sri Raju's
catholicism and eclecticism
manifested in all the
endeavours he embarked
upon-teaching, writing and
publishing.

He studied under the illustrious
Kannada scholars like Prof.
G.P. Rajarathnam, Prof. R.S.
Mugali and Prof. G.S.
Shivarudrappa. Sri Raju's guid-
ing spirit has always been pa-
tience and hard work, he be-
lieves in facing the challenges
of life creatively and construc-

tively. Sri Raju was ambitious
in bringing out the best in po-
etry and criticism from the young
scholars and students through
Christ College Kannada
Sangha which was started in
1972. He went about it methodi-
cally by conducting an all India
poetry and essay competition.
Now winning a prize in these
competitions is considered to
be a recognition for the creative
ability of the students of col-
leges from all over India. This
very same ambition made him
relinquish the post of first NCC
officer of the College which he
took up in the beginning. The
books published by Kannada
Sangha always command
recognition, their contribution to
contemporary Kannada Litera-
ture is immense.

No history of Kannada literary
magazines can afford to ignore
"Ankana' a literary journal ed-
ited and published by Sri Raju
since 1979. In realizing these
ambitions his creativity took a
back seat. His creative works
are mostly mime plays and one-
act plays.

Even when the newly estab-
lished Kannada University in
Hampi wanted his services as
the first director of Prasaranga.

He came back to his ‘'mother
Institution' to continue teaching
and to bring out quality books.
As the Director, Prasaranga he
laid its founding principles,
brought out 25 books in a year
and introduced a few novel
schemes. Mr. Raju has also
held important positions in
prestigious literary bodies like
the Kannada Sahitya Parishath
and Karnataka Sahithya
Akademi.

A loving husband and a father
of two grown up boys studying
literature and fine arts, Sri Raju
endears every one with his
warmth and simplicity. What
does future hold out for Sri Raju
and for the ideas he lives by ?

"l love challenges | would
rather be a tortoise than a hare.
| am not at all concerned with
the dominance of the electronic
media and | don't foresee the

disappearance of the reading
habit". What if written literature
dies one day ? "Well, let it die,

nobody can speak for the fu-
ture".

P. Krishnaswami
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SUNDARARAJAN N.

r. N. Sundararajan
selection grade lec-
turer and Head of
the Department of
Physics is a highly devoted

M

conscientious and popular
teacher. He is loved by both stu-
dents and staff and he has
taken keen interest in the stu-
dent activities of the college. He

was the student welfare officer
for six years and has coordi-
nated the co-curricular and ex-
tra - curricular activities of the
students including the 'Spring
Festival' which was a popular
cultural extravaganza of the col-
lege students in Bangalore city.
He has rendered excellent ser-
vice particularly to the P.U.C.
and degree students by writing
text-books in physics. Pres-
ently, he is the vice - president
of the Bangalore University
First Grade College Physics
Teachers' Forum and also the
chief editor of the Physics (UG)
custodian and chict. Tabulator

for the Bangalore University
Examinations besides being a
member of the advisory com-
mittee of the Physics refresher
course for college Teachers
(sponsored by UGC) to be
organised by Bangalore Uni-
versity during April 1995. In-
spired by our principal Rev. Fr.
Antony Kariyil's to starta P.G.
course in molecular and crys-
tal physics, and encouraged by
the them vice-principal Fr. Tho-
mas and Bursar, Rev. Fr.
Abraham he worked for estab-
lishing the course in
Christ College.

A good novel tells us the truth about its kero ; but a bad novel
tells us the truth about its author.

G.K. Chesterton

Heretics




person to be
credited with
an Hat - trick is |
an achieve- |
ment. And the |
Nataka Abiru-
chi Kendra is
no exception
to it. The play

ARVIND S.D.
Il B.A. (JPE)

‘Jokumaraswamy' staged by
the Nataka Abiruchi Kendra,
which took off on November 3,
won the prestigious ULLAL
Shield along with 15 other
awards. The earlier produc-
tions "Dangeya Munchina
Dinagalu" and "Sankranthi"
were successful, thus result-
ing in a hat-trick.

A challenging play for any ama-
teur troupe, 'Jokumaraswamy'
seemed an unattainable task,
but for the cooperation of all the
artists and their urge to work
hard. The positive thinking and
the confidence of the whole
team made the play a grand
success.

'Jokumaraswamy' is a powerful

folk play by Dr. Chandrashekar
Kambara. It mainly deals with
feudal set up in a village and
superstitious belief related to
sex. Above all, it is a play deal-
ing with sensuality.

The entire play revolves around
the internal conflicts among the
'impotent' Gowda, 'barren’
Gowdthi and the 'sensual’
Basanna, a peasant. The super-
stitious belief of the Gowdthi fi-
nally ends in a sexual relation
with Basanna.

The play was a visual treat with
11 songs and dances, colourful
costumes and paintings (sym-

bols) which
§ created a
mood for the

play.

' #] The notewor-
8 thy point of
M the play was
4 the new
tunes com-
lposed,
| against the
already

popular tunes, and the sets and
properties which were made by
the students (best set design
award).

All the artists were provided
with refreshments everyday
during rehearsals, which was a
kind of reinforcement for them.

"Jokumaraswamy" had 38 stu-
dents in its cast. The play, di-
rected by ARVIND S.D. (Il
J.PE.) won 15 awards, includ-
ing Ullal Shield and
Rangayathra rolling shield.

In the ULLAL Theatre Festival,
'Jokumaraswamy' was
awarded the best play (ULLA
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shield), best music (Arvind),
best lighting (Mohammed Arif),
best costume (Mrs. Jayanthi),
best set design (team), best
actress (Sharvari N. Jois) and
best director (Arvind).

In the Jnanabharathi inter col-
legiate cultural festival, our col-
lege bagged the following
awards. Rangayathra rolling
shield (llird best play), Sridhar,
S. (overall best actor),
Vrushabendra (best actor of the
play), Shankar Nag best poster
Award, Arvind (Hamsalekha
best music award), Sibu B. Vaz
(mine), Sridhar S. (dance), Arif
& Harish (C.G.K. lighting
award), and Rashmi K.

Subbiah (light music).

On August 31, 1994, the Nataka
Abiruchi Kendra staged 'Giliyu
Panjaradolilla’, a one-act play
by P. Lankesh at H.N.
Kalakshethra for the University
Youth Festival. The play di-
rected by Arvind S.D. got the llI
prize while a mine directed by
Sibu B. Vaz won the Il prize.

A unique theatre workshop was
also conducted for a month by
Mr. Surendranath, a NSD
graduate. More than 30 stu-
dents benefit form this theatre
workshop.

The Nataka Abiruchi Kendra,
after the grand hat-trick, plans

to stage major important plays
written by well known play
wrights.

The Kendra is indebted to the
Kannada Department, the col-
lege administration, Mr.
Narayanswamy, Mrs. Jayanthi,
Mr. M.S. Satyu, Miss. Soumya
Aji, Mr. Manjunath Vinod
Adithyan, Vinuthan and

Rajashekar for their support.

i

The wickedness of the world is
so great you have to run

your legs off to avoid having
them stolen from under you

Bertolt Brecht -
The Threepenny Opera

1671




ESSAY

CHOICE OF A PROFESSION

he choice of a pro-
fession for their
children is a ques-
tion that requires

the most careful consideration
of all parents. A large member

of Indian parents are relieved
from the necessity of debating
this difficult matter, as many
children in this country have
their career in unalterably fixed
by the laws of caste, which
compel them to follow the In-
dustry pratftised by their par-
ents. However, even in India,
among the members of the edu-
cated class at any rate, sons do
not necessarily adopt the same
calling as their parents, and a
choice between various profes-
sions is open to them. This be-
ing the case, parents in India,
as in England, have carefully
to scan the developing powers
and inclinations of their children
in order to discover what work
they are likely to do best when
they grow up to manhood. In
England it often happens that
boys whose brains have been
encited by leading tales of ad-

SUNIFRANCIS,
| Year B.A. (HEP)

venture and battle, determine to
emulate the heroes of their
story books and court the dan-
gers of a sailor's or solider's ca-
reer. Some few of them per-
haps remain firm to their first
choice, but in the majority of
cases, as they grow older, they
reconcile themselves to the
prospect of a more prosaic life
than they had dreamt of in the
visions of their boyhood, and
become government servants,
merchants, lawyers, doctors or
clergymen. A similar choice of
profession is open to the edu-
cated natives of India. Govern-
ment services is so varied, that
its different branches afford
employment for all kinds of tal-
ents. The young man who is
fond of literature and has pa-
tience necessary for the
management of boys can enter
the educational department.
Another by  showing
boyhood ingenuity in the con-
struction of play things and me-
chanical contrivances may give
evidence that he is likely to suc-
ceed in the department of pub-

lic works. A third may be
marked out by his skill in the
management of figures as likely
to do good service under the
Accountant General. The chief
recommendation of Govern-
ment service is the certainty it
affords of a regulér salary fol-
lowed by a pension. Govern-
ments servants are seldom
thrown out of employment ex-
cept by their own misconduct,
and in the few cases in which
they lose their positions by re-
trenchment of a department,
while they get substantial com-
pensation. But the salaries of
government appointments,
though they afford a more regu-
lar and certain income than
other professions, are nevert. -
less not very large, and promo-
tion in the various departm ¢
of government services is usu-
ally slow. On this account many
enter- prising men prefer the
law, medicine or business, all
of which afford a better chance
of the attainment of wealth. Yet
it must be remembered that,
though these professions afford
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the chance of more prizes in the
lottery of life, they also have a
corresponding members of
blanks. Many businessmen are
ruined by unfortunate specula-
tions and many lawyers and
doctors fail to secure enough
work to support them selves.
The number of failures in these
two professions in India is due

to the severe competition be-
tween the many thousand of
natives who have now received
a good education and thinks it
essential to their position that
they should enter one of the
learned professions. Perhaps,
in the course of time, when edu-
cation becomes still more com-
mon, educated men in India as

in other countries, may be will-

ing to engage in agriculture, in
shop keeping and in other
honourable employements
now left in the hands of the un-
educated.

JOURNEY TO YOUR LAP

ABHISHEK SHARMA,
~IstBBM

ears back, | saw Iigh-t frohﬁ_ your gifted nest
Home around the dunes, where | was left
In this ocean of sound, started my test

With every step to my destiny grew my Zest
On the burning ash steps ahead in the west
Where my destiny sets

With thirst of Mantel, peace satisfaction and relax

Walking ahead, choosing one of the countless tracks

Dancing fire in noon giving a shower of sweat

The cold dead frozen night jams my legs
Eyes ever flooding and feet refusing to walk ahead

Sand swallowing my feet and vultures hovering on my head
Lord Oasis is not my bed

For those who find it goes mad

Doesn't matter how much my suffering streach
| in your Lap, may that be my last breath




TO BE OR NOT TO BE

typical 20th Cen-
tury inhabitant is
decorated with a
broad, dashing
smile as an index of his ‘phe-
nomenal conquest over nature'.
How tall is his assumption ? |t
has to be carefully and sensi-
bly examined if this tryst with
nature has paid off or boome-
ranged. Is the consequence of
his adventure a to be or anot to
be situation ?

It was a bright sunny morning
in March 15, 1856. The Sea-
shore was pleasant and sooth-
ing- an ideal time to take a stroll.
The big stout frog set out on the
shore brooding. A flurry of
friends wished him' good morn-
ing'. He accepted them gra-
ciously and leaped on, not
~ quite sure about his pastimes
for the day. A dazzling piece of
metal brought him to an abrupt
halt. Was it a mirage ? The frog
plunged forward to examine.
He gazed repeatedly to dis-
cover that his eyes were right.
It was a 50 paise coin. The frog
swooned in delight. He was

ARUN KUMARR.
Il B.Sc.(PCM)

now the richest frog in the world
IIl His mind gave way to ec-

static imaginations. He was.

dead sure that a few words like
failure, suffering, backward-
ness ....... (both applied indi-
vidually and collectively) could
be erased from the dictionary.

The earth suddenly trembled.
The royal elephant was on his
way to his morning bath. The
frog watched with anticipation.
He was now fearless, all
powerful - only short of a crown.
The elephant seemed to march
directly towards the frog. The
frog confidently anticipated his
arrival. When he was a few
yards away, the frog yelled
"You puny royal elephant, how
dare you walk on my way? Get
aside, dont you know | am the
new emperor of this universe”.
The royal elephant walked on
unmindful. He had even failed
to notice the emperor standing
on the way, much less hear him
- the impudent royal elephant.
He had approached so close to
the emperor that his legs were
just directly above the mighty

head of the mighty emperor of
the universe. How could the
mighty emperor withstand such
intolerable arrogance ? He im-
mediately ordered that the
royal elephant shall not live a
moment longer. This puny royal
elephant had slighted the
mighty emperor of the universe.
Indeed a very costly punish-
ment was ordered by the em-
peror to the poor elephant. A
second later an explosion was
heard. The emperor's presti-
gious intestines were manifest
to whoever was fortunate to
have a glimpse. Alas ! An
assasination. The ides of
march had taken another great
victim.

Man cannot make nature his
maidservant. This illusion
should be aptly rectified. Man
has to live in coordination with
nature. The urge for predomi-
nating nature is the cause of
bondage. The attempt has al-
ready boomeranged. Yet if man
pursues this illusion we will
face a dreaded not to be situa-
tion.

(This is the first prize winning Short Story in the Degree Section in Darpan 94)




PAY A GLANCE

SHAJUP.D.
| B.A. PSEng

The sweet melody that strikes on the strings of my heart
That we all be in the bound in the boundaries of love.
Though we are being engulfed and engrossed,

There are barriers and hurdles between us,

Still we have the power to win over them,

For, a greatest power, soul dwells in us.

We are divided in the name of the divine,
And bound by the boundaries of men,

We possess the devil of development that,
We grow excediﬁgly miserable, Wait a little,
Pay a glance not to lose but to gain,

Chant these secrets of life that we really live.

If you feel sorry when the other rejoices,
The devil dwels in you.

If you clap when he cries,

The demon dominates you.

But if you fell with the fellow,

The divine descends on you.
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IN MEMORIAM

‘he shortness of our
life cannot dis-
suade us from its

T

pleasures nor con-
sole us for its pain. So many
reasons to live and yet when
death lays its icy hands. All rea-
sons vanish. It's the cry and the
lament that remains and we
only wish if we could ever see
our loved ones back. That's the
immortal longings of the human
heart. The heart deéply feels
about this. Itis said, the moment
we are born, we begin to die.
And in the course of our life,

REUBEN DAVID
Il B.A. JPEng

death someday begins with us.
1994 was a year when death
marked its date for four of our
fellow students,Mohan Kumar A,
R.A. Venkatesh, R. Roopa and
Sini Jacob, who under different
circumstances passed away.

A sad demise, a sorrowful time.
For some beyond endurance. In
fond remembrance of our
friends who have gone before
us. We express our deep sym-
pathy to those bereaved fami-
lies. Death's visitation no one
knows. As | recall the words of

MOHAN KUMAR A.
| BA (JENG)

" R.A.VENKATESH
Il PCMB

| PCMB

R.ROOPA

Ivan Turgeneve "Death is like
a fisherman who catches fish in
his net and leaves them for a
while in the water ; the fish is
still swimming but the net is
around him, and the fisherman
will draw him up - when he
thinks fit. The Great fisherman
has drawn them Up. Death is
only a comma in the sentence
as Ross Stove puts it. The
course of life is an unbroken
one. But, death's where's and
why's - only the Creator knows:

= ..

N K.S.

BIJUMO

SINI JACOB
Il BBM
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THANK YOU - CHRIST COLLEGE

R il

H.R.RAMAKRISHNA RAO
Prof. of Physics (Retd)

L

T

here are times in
the history of an in-

Rev. Fr. Jonas Thaliath, C.M.1.,
Founder of the Christ College,
Bangalroe

Rev. Fr.Theophane, C.M.1.,
Our first Rector and President of the
Managing Board.

: stitution which by

virtue of its memo-
rable character in a distinct way,
call upon us to pause, to reflect
and to sum up the events of the
past and carry it forward along
the march into the future. One
such privileged and momen-
tous occasion is the twenty fifth
year of an institution; happily
the silver

called jubilee

celebrations.

Christ College being an educa-
tional institution, it becomes all
the more important due to the
human interaction resulting in
myriads of memories, senti-
ments and emotions involving
generations of young men and
women who affectionately call
her Almamater.

| had one occasion to talk to
Rev. Fr. Jonas Thaliath C.M.1.,
the founder of Christ College,
Bangalore. He was bubbling
with enthusiasm while talking

about the growth of his dream
child. He wanted Christ College
to be truly cosmopolitan in
character where there should
be opportunity for the develop-
ment of each and every indi-
vidual as a producer, as a citi-
zen, as a human being contri-
buting his or her ﬁ’\ight to the
development of our motherland.

Memories of twenty five years
find expression in the following
pages which | hope the
Christites would remember with
pride - the cherished motto of
the college "Excellence and
Service".

The laying of the foundation
stone of the college building
and the blessing of the founda-
tion stone was solemnised by
the most Rev. Dr. Joseph
Caprio, Pronuncio to India on
September 24,1966. Within
three years an imposing struc-
ture sprang up culminating in
the building being consecrated
to the most sacred heart of




Jesus by Rev. Dr. Theophane ;
Rector and the first president of
the managing board of Christ
College.

A dream comes true

The founders of the College
cherished very high ambitions
about Christ College. The
motto of the College "Excel-
lence and Service" indicates ;
the founding fathers of the col-
lege wanted this temple of
learning to excel in every field
of its activity. With this end in
view they chose Rev. Fr. Mani
Giles to lead the infant institu-
tion with care and concern and
to shape its destiny. It was on
July 15, 1969 the college was
formally inaugurated with a
modest student strength of 355
distributed in six sections of
pre-university. There were four
sections in Science, one each
in Arts and Commerce. There
were 20 members on the teach-
ing staff incl'uding the Principal
who was teaching Botany. The
college office had four staff
members. It is interesting to re-

call that we had students from
the
Kanyakumari district, from

Southern most
Assam in the North, from
Guijarat in the West and West
Bengal in the East of India.
There were students from other
countries also like Malaysia,
China, Singapore, Jordan, East
Africa and Srilanka. Interest-
ingly the first chairman of the
students union; Mr.
Santhirekasu was a student
from Malaysia ! Right from the
beginning the college had spa-
cious laboratories in Physics,
Chemistry, Botany and Zool-
ogy; a good library and a read-
ing room. Facilities to encour-
age sports and games with
beautifully laid foot ball ground,
basket ball courts, cricket pitch
and spacious rooms for indoor
games. Student union, a pow-
erful forum, to develop leader-
ship qualities ; a qualified stu-
dents counsellor to guide the
students, moral and religion
classes conducted regularly for
one hour on every Wednesday
were the other co-curricular ac-
tivities in the beginning itself.

Rev. Dr. J.B. Chethimattam, C.M.1.,
Former Rector

Rev. Dr.Mathias Mundaden, C.M..,
Former Rector
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Rev. Dr.Eustace Thottan

Former Rector

Rev. Dr. Justin Koyipuram, C.M.1.

Former Rector

Besides these co-curricular ac-
tivities the college had intro-
duced the National Cadet
Corps in the very first academic
year under the masterly direc-
tion of company commander,
2/LT Srinivasa Raju, M.A.

Iinfant Christ College

Slowly but steadily the college
started spreading its wings and
began to explore new horizons.
Degree classes in Arts, Sci-
ence and Commerce were
started on July 6, 1970. In the
second academic year itself
2000 volumes and 15 periodi-
cals were added to the library.
The teaching staff strength rose
to 31 from 20. A qualified
Physical director was ap-
pointed. The National Service
Scheme was introduced under
the able guidance of Mr.
Kalimulla M.A., M.Sc; B.L.;
D.S.S. A student of | B.Com,
Mr. Basil Hobkirk won the title
of the best N.C.C. cadet of
Mysore State winning the V.V.
Giri Shield. Our students won
many coveted prizes and

shields in the inter-collegiate
and inter-university competi-
tions. The college was able to
secure 70 percent results with
six university ranks. A glorious
beginning indeed for infant
Christ College!

The academic year 1971-72
began with the introduction of
Psychology as a subject for
B.A; with Rev. Fr. Christopher
as the head of the d-:partment.
A qualified lib-arian was ap-
pointed who intryduced the
open shelf system in the library.
More than 3000 volumes were
added to the library during
1971-72. A cultural week under
the auspices of the college stu-
dents union was organised for
one full week during December
1971.This cultural festival was
later named as the "Spring
Festival" of Christ College
which matured into a major na-
tional level festival in which stu-
dents from different parts of In-
dia participated. Loyola Col-
lege, Madras was the first out-
station college to win the mag-
nificent Spring Festival Trophy.
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Kannada Sangha

December 21,1972 was an-
other important day in the his-
tory of Christ College. Itwas on
this day the Kannada Sangha
of Christ College was born
which has made history in the
cultural life of the state of
Karnataka. Right from the first
day | was discussing with Mr.
C. Srinivasa Raju, lecturer in

Kannada about starting a liter-*

ary forum to make the best use
of the multi-lingual atmosphere
prevailing in the college. Both
of us had the experience of
working with the great
'Karnataka Sangha' of the Cen-
tral College, Bangalore. The
dream came true when Mr.
Srinivasa Raju became the
founder co-ordinator of the
Sangha. Under his imaginative
direction aﬁd ability to coordi-
nate different interests the
organisation has grown be-
yond anybody's expectations.
An inter collegiate competition
for students in the memory of
the great Karnataka novelist
AN. Krishna Rao was started

in 1973. Similarly an inte: col-
legiate competition in writing
poery in memory of great poet
laursate cf Karnataka, D.R.
Bendre was started in 1981. It
also took up the publication of
creative writing both by the re-

puted authors and also begin- .
ners in various literary fields.
During the silver-iubileg year of |
the Christ college, the Sangha
offered its fezilitations to the col-

lege which nurtured it by pub-
lishing the 100th book.

Rev. Fr. Mani Giles.

The founder Principle of the
college whc nourished the in- '
fant Christ College with fond |’
and care for fourteen years re- by

linquishec cffice in May 1983.
But ‘or a trief period of 18
monihs wnie he was in USA;
he wi:s the guiding spirit for all
the activitias of the college. He
was ¢ble to achieve an all
round i‘evelcpment of students
and we'fare of the staff mem-
bere. i+ the 1983 college an-
nual the Kzmnada section
printed a moving memaries un-
der the caption "images in our

[ R S ¥, T

Light it to Lighten. The inauguration :

of 'Kannada Sanga'.
21.12.1972

by
Dr. G.S. Sivarudrappa




Mr. Santhirekasu
First student Union

Chairman takes the Oath

1970-71

minds". His name s
immoratalised in the cultural
history of Karnataka for his vi-
sionin ﬁelping and cooperating
with the Kannada Sangha. He
was loved by each and every-
one. There was not a single
strike during his stewardship,
not a glass was broken not any

damage caused to the college
property.

Rev. Fr. Augustine Joseph

Rev. Fr. Augustine Joseph who
was the officiating principal for
about 18 months was ap-
pointed as the principal of the
college in May 1983. Being a
student of history he knew the
state of Karnataka. He was
gentle but firm in his decisions,
The most remarkable achieve-
ment during his tenure as the
principal, the construction of a
magnificent library block. The
work was started in 1985-86
and was completed in the aca-
demic year 1988-89. Electron-
ics was started as a special
subject both at P.U.and degree
level during his tenure as the

principal. Many senior staff
members got their promotion
during his period. He relin-
quished his office as the princi-
pal of Christ College on April
30,1989.

Rev. Fr. Antony Kariyil

The third decade of Christ Col-
lege began with Rev. Fr. Antony
Kariyil taking charge as the
principal of Christ College on
May 1,1989. | remember him
conducting the first inaugural
prayer meeting at beginning of
the academic year 1978-79. At
that time itself | had predicted
that this young, dynamic priest
would be the futurs principal of
Christ College. He had a
legacy leit behind by his two
predecessors who had steered
the college wisely for two de-
cades. He was aware that
growth and development call
for innovations and bold ventur-
ing into the unknown horizons.
He foresaw the gyrated around
three areas. Those were:

1. Enforcing discipline ard a
strict insistance on attend:snce
in class.




2. Better service by the staff-
both teaching and non-teach-
ing.

3. Starting new courses and
actively working for making
Christ College an autonomous
college.

New Courses and Physical
Growth

With a view to provide job ori-
ented courses, Hotel manage-
ment, Business Management,
Computer Science and Jour-
nalism were introduced at the
undergraduate level. M.A. in
sociology was yet another mile-
stone in the growth of Christ
College. July 3,1991, the feast
day of St. Thomas, the first
Apostle of Christ in India was
the inauguration of a new block
of the college. Subsequently
Kannada was also introduced
as one of the optional subjects.
A new P.G. Course by way of
M.Sc. in Molecular and Crystal
Physics was started in 1993.

Silver Jubilee year.

The year 1993-94 was declared
as the Silver Jubilee year of

Christ College. It is with justifi-
able pride, the celebrations was
inaugurated by Sri S.M. Yahya,
Hon'ble Minister for higher edu-
cation and wakfs on October 7,
1993. The vision and dream of
the principal is summed up in
the following words.

"Let us keep up our nobel tra-
ditions, let us pull ourselves to-
gether and let us continue to
grow.". The principal, staff and
students have been striving
hard to make Christ College a
top class institution in the city.
The report of the celebrations
are printed elsewhere.

The present writer, having
seen the growth of the college
from its birth, remembers the
dedicated Fathers, the great
teachers and the worthy alumni
who have made the glory and
spirit that is Christ College
today. Amidst these happy

memories, | can'tforgetthe sad

untimely demise of my beloved
friend Prof. H.D. Sanath Kumar
Shastry on Feb 8, 1993. He
was one of the pillars of Christ

The first C.S.0.U. Mr. Basil A.
Hobkirk
Best Cadet in Karnataka, represented
the Republic Day Parade in Delhi
1969-70




College right from the first day.
'What of the future? J know the
institution will grow and
change, and change to grow.
With a sense of deep gratitude
| wish and pray that the college
where | spent the best years of
my life to achieve the purpose
of human life-perfection and
social commitment; and earn
the admiration and love of man-
kind.

The joy of the Silver Jubilee
year was blunted on Sept.
27,1993 when yet another
builder of this institution left us.
Rev. Fr. Antony Chirathalackal
who was the H.O.D. Hindi at
Christ College from 1974-'89
was loved by his students and
fellow teachers for his very lov-
able character. He was deeply
committed to social service.
May the souls of these two
great teachers rest in eternal
peace.

Prof. H.D. Sanath Kumar Shastry (H.0.D. Maths)
Passed away on 8 Feb 1993

Rev. Fr. Antony Chirathalackal (H.0.D. Hindi)
Passed away on 27 Sept. 1993

Smt. Bhagyamma (Attender)
Passed away on 22nd March 1994
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Blessing of the foundation stone of Christ College by
most Rev. Dr. Joseph Caprio, Pronuncio to India.
(Sept.24-1966)
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A DREAM HAS BEEN REALISED 1969-79

Blessing of the College building by
Rev. Fr. Rector.

Consecration to the
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

«— College Office Staff 1869-70
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EDU

DR. H. NARASIMHAIAH

Former Vice - Chancellor of Bangalore University.

Education should be used as a
powerful weapon to bring about
socio-economic changes. The
most important purpose of
education is to enable a person
to understand the problems of
life and society and try to solve
them. This means firstly, that the
syllabus should be made rel-
evant to the needs of life and
society. Secondly, the methods
that are to be employed to un-
derstand these problems
should be logical, rational and
scientific.

We shall try to consider the na-
ture of the syllabus. Even
though educational pattern may
change, the guidelines of the
syllabus should be the same.
Our founding fathers of the Con-
stitution in a way have formu-
lated broadly in which direction
the country should proceed.
The hopes and aspirations en-
shrined in the Constitution
should form the basis of any syl-
labus. For Example, as all of us
know, ours is a sovereign, so-
cialist, secular, democratic re-

public. These four most impor-
tant define in
uniequivocal terms as to what
should be the nature of our
State politically, economically
and socially. There seems to be
no serious defference of opin-
ion in the definition of three of
the four words. But there is a
controversy about the meaning
of the word “secular'. The only

words

definition of the word “secular'
is "non-religious". Since ours is
a secular state the Government
should be strictly neutral so far
as religious matters are con-
cerned. But every individual
has got complete freedom to
profess any religion of his
choice.

That means Government and
religion should be separated.
But unfortunately many people
ignorantly think that “secular'
means "equal respect for all
religious". It is this definition
that has resulted in creation of
serious problems. Combining
religion with politics will give

rise to a very deadly explosive .

mixture. Punjab & Ayodhya
problem is the glaring ex-
amples.

Education should, clearly un-
derstand the dangerous conse-
quences of the Government try-
ing to associate itself with reli-
gious matters and try to im-
press on the students through
syllabi the paramount need to
have secular education. This
means education and religions
also should be separated.

The word “socialism' defines
the economic goals of our coun-
try. There should be lessons in
the text books to extol the vir-
tues of socialism. Even though
teaching of other economic sys-
tems may form part of the sylla-
bus the exploitative nature of
them should be clearly
stressed.

Apart from economic problems
like poverty, our country is fac-
ing a number of social prob-
lems. The problems generated

by the obscurantist religions




and the atrocious caste system
are formidable. | feel that com-
paratively it is easier to solve
economic problems than social
problems which are centuries
old. Generally many social
problems are obscurantist in
nature and stem from blind be-
lief. 1 very strongly feel that sys-
tematic efforts should be made
to create a scientific and ratio-
nal outlook which can be used
to tackle these problems. For-
tunately the Constitution of In-
dia envisages ten Fundamen-
tal Duties of Citizens which in-
cludes, "Development of Scien-
tific temper, humanism, spirit of
inquiry and reform". | am of the
opinion that implementation of
this very important duty should
be the cornerstone of any edu-
cational pattern.

The expression “scientific tem-
per' needs some explanation
and clarification. Many persons
think that scientific temper is
some attribute concerning only
scientists. This is not at all true.
Scientific temper refers to an
attitude of mind. A person with
a scientific temper will have an

open mind. That means he
would not be dogmatic. All the
conclusions and opinions are
purely tentative. This implies he
will very willingly revise his
opinions based on fresh data
and any new experience. Sci-
entific temper relies on experi-
mentation and verification.
There is no room for blind faith.
Everything as tested on the an-
vil of experiment. Any thing that
does not stand the scrutiny of
verification is to be rejected.
This verification should also
satisfy repeatability. Hence it is
obvious there is nothing special
about it to make it the concern
solely of scientists. From this it
is obvious that every enlight-
ened citizen should have sci-
entific temper.

Scientific temper includes the
spirit of enquiry also. | strongly
feel that by inculcating scientific
temper among students, it is
possible to create a new soci-
ety bereft of many blind faiths
and meaningless theories and
practices. Socialism and super-
stition cannot coexist. | feel in
our country irrational practices

of the people have come in the
way of all progress. | do not
think there is any other country
in the world which is as super-
stitious as ours. Itis supersatu-
rated with superstitions. Even
though man has gone to the
moon and returned success-
fully still there are two theories
for eclipses. One to teach in the
class and the other to practice
at home. Science has become
only a means of livelihood. In
fact it should become a way of
life. The present pattern of edu-
cation is converting an unedu-
cated superstitious person into
an educated superstitious per-
son and an uneducated com-
munal minded person into an
educated communal minded
person. All of us know that edu-
cated communal minded per-
sons are more dangerous to the
country than their uneducated
counterparts.

Another unscientific theory that
is holding a great sway over a
large section of people in the
country is astrology. Most of the
politicians are staunch believ-
ers in astrologers: The impact




decisions by the politicians are
taken after consulting astrolo-
gers. The impact of this on the
other countries like America is
also considerable. It will not be
out of place to reproduce a very
important statement entitled
"Objections to Astrology" by
186 leading scientists including
S. Chandrasekhar and 18 other
Nobel Prize Winners.

"Scientists in a variety of fields
have become concerned about
the increased acceptance of
astrology in many parts of the
world.We, the undersigned as-
tronomers, astro-physicists and
scientists in other fields, wish to
caution the public against the
unquestioning acceptance of
the predictions and advice
given privately and publicly by
astrologers. Those who wish to
believe in astrology should
realise that there is no scientific
foundation for its tenets.

“In ancient times people be-
lieved in the predictions and
advice of astrologers because
astrology was part and parcel
of their magical world view.
They looked upon celestial ob-

jects as abodes or omens of the
Gods and thus, intimately con-
nected with events here on
earth; they had no concept of
the vast distances from the earth
to the planets and stars. Now
that these distances can and
have been calculated, we can
see how infinitesimally small
are gravitational and other ef-
fects produced by the distant
planets and the far more distant
stars. It is simply a mistake to
imagine that the forces exerted
by stars and planets at the mo-
ment of birth can in any way
shape our futures. Neither is it
true that the position of distant
heaVenIy bodies makes certain
days or periods more
favourable to particular kinds of
action, or that the sign under
which one was born determines
one's compatibility or
incompatibility with other
people.

“Why do people believe in as-
trology? In these uncertain
times many long for the comfort
of having guidance in making
decisions. They would like to
believe in a destiny predeter-
mined by astral forces beyond

their control. However, we must
all face the world, and we must
realise that our future lies in
ourselves, and not in the stars.

"One would imagine, in this
day of widespread enlighten-
ment and education, that it
would be unnecessary to de-
bunk beliefs based on magic
and superstition. Yet, accep-
tance of astrology pervades
modern society. We are espe-
cially disturbed by the contin-
ued uncritical dissemination of
astrological charts, forecasts,
and horoscopes by media and
by otherwise reputable news-
papers, magazines and books
publishers. This can only con-
tribute to the growth of irratio-
nalism and obscurantism. We
believe that the time has come
to challenge directly and force-
fully, the pretentious claims of
astrological charlatans.

“It should be apparent that
those individuals who continue
to have faith in astrology do so
in spite of the fact that there is
no verified scientific basis for
their beliefs, and indeed that
there is no strong evidence to
the contrary".




Infact such statements by emi-
nent scientists should be in-
cluded in text books. Similarly
there should be an article on
*Scientific Temper' whole study
and discussion should be made
compulsory for all the students.
Only then it would be possible
to refine and reform society.

Lessons on social service and
inculcation of human values
should also be included in the
curriculum. | feel that a small
booklet should be written by
progressive persons on the ten
Fundamental Duties of Citizens
and its study should be made
compulsory.

Having been a teacher for more
than three decades, | strongly
feel that there is an urgent ne-
cessity to change the content of
the text books radically so that

education may become more
meaningful. £4]

The glacier knocks in the upboard,
The desert sighs in the bed,

And the crack in the tea-cup opens
A lane to the land of the dead

W.H. Auden
One evening
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s you walk past the
huge banyan tree
with its hanging
' roots, you run
into a bunch of spotted deers
looking at you with curious
eyes. The langur monkeys
squeal and jump at your intru-
sion into their territory, disturb-
ing the peacock on their lei-
surely stroll. You look past a
large anthill and see a cluster
of buildings hidden behind the
trees. You are now close to the
academic halls of the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT. for
short) at Madras. The campus,
sprawling over a vast natural
forest more than six hundred
acres, is one of the premiere in-
stitutions of higher learning in
India. Students go back and
forth from their hostels to their
laboratories, on their bicycles
and motor cycles, at all hours
of day or night. Suresh Kumar,
a graduate student in physics,
works during the quite of night.
There are no power outages or
surges to disturb his delicate
apparatus which can go out of
whack rather easily. Like him,
his fellow students live in one
of the hostels. The hostels are
named after the great rivers of
India. His hostel is Kaveri, the

H.R. CHANDRASEKHAR

Professor, University of Missouri at Columbia

much loved and often disputed
river that flows across the prov-
inces of Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu. "They have got it all
backwards!", he quips. "The
hostels that don't move are
named after rivers and the
buses that move are named af-
ter mountains." His class mate,
Anna Selva, is more sanguine.
"Nature is least disturbed here",
he observes, "The place be-
longs to the animals and the
forest. We are the intruders
here."

This lovely campus is one of
many elite institutions built in
post independence India. The
Indian Institute of Science at
Bangalore belongs to an earlier
period. Conceived and estab-
lished before independence by
men of great vision, this insti-
tute served as a model for the
IITs. The 1ITs located at
Bombay, Delhi, Kanpur, Ma-
dras and the upcoming one at
Gauhathi in Assam are built in
a similar style. They were es-
tablished by an act of Indian
parliament as autonomous in-
stitutions with a mandate to
educate and train students at
the highest level of academic

achievement in their respective
disciplines. They are grand in
their conception, built on large
tracts of prime real estate and
away from crowded urban ar-
eas. Each |IT was closely as-
sociated with major Universities
of Europe, United States or the
Soviet Union. Some equipment
and facilities were donated
from abroad, at least in the ini-
tial stages, from these institu-
tions. Scientists and engineers
from these foreign institutions
visited and shared their exper-
tise with the faculty and stu-
dents.

India has many other establish-
ments that employ thousands of
her highest educated scientists
and engineers. The Bhabha
Atomic Research Center at
Bombay (BARC, for short) is a
small city by itself with thou-
sands of employees and sev-
eral thousands of support staff.
It overlooks the lovely Arabian
Sea with a cluster of hills and
island that house the magnifi-
cent Elephanta caves. The liv-
ing quarters, schools for chil-
dren, hospitals for the sick and
a transportation system of its
own make BARC a model town-
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ship. Several national laborato-
ries in India are similar to BARC
though not as large.

In contrast to these institutions,
there are hundreds of colleges
and universities, of every con-
ceivable size and shape, with
a variety of standards in their
facilities and equipment. The
quality of their faculty and stu-
dents is also equally varied.

The Premiere Institutions

Let us get back to the serene
environs of the institutes of
higher learning. These institu-
tions attract some of the best
and the brightest young people
in the nation. The admission
process is highly competitive.
The students are bright moti-
vated and energetic. Several of
the faculty are highly qualified
and active individuals, many of
them trained at prestigious in-
stitutions in.India and abroad.
There is a dynamism which is
conductive to new and innova-
tive ideas. The faculty publish
their research in scientific jour-
nals in India and abroad, attend
conferences and workshops.
They have access to rare and
expensive equipment. In the
past years, especially under the
leadership of Rajiv Gandhi,
large amounts of money were

pumped into these institutions
to upgrade them. New build-
ings were built, expensive ma-
chinery and equipment was
imported and the salaries were
upgraded. A new sense of con-
fidence was built up among the
scientists to take up the chal-
lenges of a growing industrial
base and to meet its needs.

| was invited by the United na-
tions to participate in a project
on the transfer of knowledge to
emerging nations. Sponsored
by the United Nations Develop-
ment Program, UNDP, this pro-
gram with an acronym of
TOKTEN is active in about
thirty nations of which India is
a participating country. The pur-
pose is to tap the expertise of
expatriate nationals living
abroad. Having lived a good
part of my life in United States
and Germany, | was eager to
visit the country that shaped my
early life and gave me the edu-
cation that opened my horizons.
This visit was a pilgrimage to
the temples of higher learning
in India. | wanted to give back
a little of the precious knowl-
edge that was given to me prac-
tically free.

During my TOKTEN visit, | had
the opportunity to visit some
premiere institutions of higher

learning in India. | took time to
visit several laboratories other
than those in which | worked
during this visit. | also talked at
length with the scientists, stu-
dents, support staff and high
level officials such as the direc-
tors and heads of departments.
This has given me a deeper
understanding of the working of
these institutions, their achieve-
ments and the problems they
face.

| visited the IITs at Delhi, Kanpur
and Madras and the Indian In-
stitute of Science at Bangalore.
| also visited the Tata Institute
of Fundamental Research
(TIFR), Bhabha Atomic Re-
search Center (BARC) at
Bombay, Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research
(CSIR)and National Physical
Laboratory (NPL) at Delhi and
the National Aeronautics Labo-
ratory (NAL) at Bangalore.
Some of my observations are
derived from these contacts but
are general enough to apply to
other lITs and national labora-
tories.

High versus Low

One topic that came up often in
my discussion with various aca-
demicians, policy makers and
intelligentsia was the seeming




contradictions in the way
higher and elementary educa-
tionis funded in India. The com-
petition by many constituencies
for the same scarce resources
has grown fierce. A highly
placed official, who did not want
to be named, lamented that the
government had succumbed to
the pressures of the World Bank
and the international commu-
nity. Large resources had been
diverted to elementary educa-
tion and adult literacy programs,
at the expense of higher edu-
cation. "Our budgets have
been frozen for the last two
years", he said, " What with in-
flation and the devaluation of
the rupee, we cannot repair and
maintain defunct imported
equipment. All we have done is
to pay the salaries of our em-
ployees." Advocates on the
other side were equally vocal
of their demands. "India's illit-
eracy is one of the largest of in
absolute numbers as well as a
percentage of the population in
the developing world", they ar-
gue, rather correctly. Nearly one
out of two cannot read or write
in any language. Two out of
three illiterates are female. How
can a nation make progress in
the areas of family planning,
health care, job creation and
other development projects

when vast numbers of her citi-
zens are illiterates and un-
skilled? An elderly educator
who had participated in the
freedom struggle recalled with
dismay : "One of our goals
when we fought for a free India
was to make her totally literate.
It was a part of Mahatma
Gandhi's platform.We pledged
to achieve it in a generation.
After nearly half century, we find
elementary education ne-
glected. The government pours
money into grandiose plans.
Education at an IIT is cheaper
than sending a child to a private
kindergarten."

"No one disputes the crying
need for increased funding and
commitment towards elemen-
tary education and removal of
illiteracy, but not at our ex-
pense," argue the affected per-
sons in the institutes of higher
learning. The issue is not one
of a choice between either el-
ementary or higher education.
Both are equally important for
a comprehensive solution to
human resource development
in India. The future of India and
her relative position in the glo-
bal economy is tied to this as-
pect.

As a result of the reallocation,
these institutions are asked to

tighten their belts, reexamine

-their priorities and to be ac-

countable to the public. They
are asked to look for resources
elsewhere such as private do-
nors and industries, to generate
funds for specific projects from
the granting agencies such as
the Department of Science and
Technology (DST), which is the
Indian equivalent of the Na-
tional Science Foundation
(NSF) in the United States.
Other agencies such as the
Department of Defence,
C.S.I.LR. are also :suggested.
Pressure is applied on the aca-
demic staff to work on problems
relevant to societal needs and
to assist industry by consulta-
tion, transfer of technology and
knowledge in solving some of
the research and development
problems.

These demands are met with
mixed enthusiasm by the aca-
demic community. It should be
pointed out that such demands
are not new to the academic
community in the U.S. and Eu-
rope. The initial reaction was
negative, but soon it was ac-
cepted as a fact of life. Those
who went along with this think-
ing and made the necessary
sacrifices and adjustments
have succeeded. Itis yet to be
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seen how the Indian institutions

will respond to this new chal- -

lenge. In any case, fundamen-
tal restructuring is on the way
with attendant conflicts and re-
wards.

Many in India and abroad fail
to recognise what precious re-
source these institutions are. A
lot has been invested in them
over the years of land, infra-
structure, equipment and per-
sonnel. It will be impossible to
duplicate them at the current
prices if they are alloted to de-
cay due to lack of support or
mismanagement. There were
five liTs at the end of sixties and
their numbers has not in-
creased. A new one is under
completion at Gauhathi to meet
the needs of the remote prov-
ince of Assam and
neighbouring areas. Itis doubt-
ful that any more will be afford-
able for many years to come. |
believe these elite institutions
reptesent some of the best
hopes and aspirations of mod-
ern India in her search for a new
place in the community of de-
velopment nations.

Do we need basic research ?

Another debate among various
groups is whether or not there
is need for basic research in

India. Some people believe that
there is no need to reinvent the
wheel. They argue that basic
research is very expensive,
does not have a well defined
mission and precious re-
sources are wasted in duplicat-
ing things already known else-
where. They point to the suc-
cess of Japan which borrowed
the knowhow developed in the
U.S. and Europe and applied it
successfully at the market-
place. They argue that India
should also import technology
and spend its resources on the
application of various technolo-
gies to solve her problem.

The counter agrument runs as
follows : basic research is
quintessential in developing
sate of the art knowledge. Tech-
nologies that are considered
strategically sensitive are hard
to import and they come with
many strings attached. The in-
terests of national security
make it imperative that India
should be self sufficient on sen-
sitive technological knowhow
in areas of energy, space re-
search, defence and critical
food and health related areas.
The recent problems with the
importation of cryogenic en-
gines from the erstwhile Soviet
Union are cited as an example

of the dangers of dependence
on foreign sources. The
aborted super computers deal
with the United States is an-
other example of delays and
setbacks which could hamper
progress and lead to frustration.

A dispassionate analysis,
based on pragmatism, sug-
gests that there is merit in each
argument. However, taking the
case to a logical extreme could
have catastrophic conse-
quences. A common sense ap-
proach, not based on rigid ide-
ology of one kind or the other,
is crucial to address the prob-
lems of a vast, diverse country
such as India with its many
needs and opportunities. It
should also be recognized that
any rigid planning is useless
and counterproductive in the
current climate of India where
enormous changes are taking
place. India has a vibrant
economy with a rapidly grow-
ing industrial base. It has a
large reservior of under utilized
human resources. There will be
a great demand for highly
skilled engineers and scien-
tists which can ohly be met by
the institutions of higher learn-
ing. It will be disastrous if these
institutions, established atgreat
cost and nurtured with love, are




allowed to decay. They are the
hope of modern India.

Walking down memory lane

| studied at the Indian Institute
of Technology at Kanpur for two
years towards a master's's de-
gree in physics. The Institute
was young then, as | was. There
were no trees, walls or fences.
As students we could walk from
one building to another across
the open field. The hostels and
the buildings were new. The
institute was dynamic and the
atmosphere was cheerful.

As | walked through the cam-
pus a quarter of a century later,
mature trees lined the broad
streets. Hedges and walls
separated the buildings, giving
an appearance of a much larger
campus. The hostels were grey
structures that had seen much
use, but the bright faces of the
young occupants were much as
| had remembered in my time.
Two students brushed past me,
deeply engrossed in a discus-
sion of a test they had just
taken. One of them was re-
counting how he managed to
solve a problem using spheri-
cal polar coordinates. He had
solved a horrendously complex
problem, rather easily by this
trick. For a second, | was trans-

ported to my student days dis-
covering the joys of physics
and mathematics for the first
time. With misty eyes, | asked
one of them where the fifth hall
was. That was the newly con-
structed hostel for the graduate
students. | was one of its first
occupants then. " We stay in
fifth hall:, one of them said and
introduced himself. "My name
is Satish Aggarwal. | am a
master's student in Computer
Science". He took me to his
room which was as | had re-
membered mine. "But, where is
the mirror?", | asked. "What mir-
ror", he answered, "There is a
mirror in the bathroom across
the corridor”. | could swear
there were small mirrors in
each rooms then along with a
cot, a chair and a desk. His
roommate confirmed that some
rooms had mirrors. Others did
not because they were either
lost or broken and were not re-
placed. We walked up the
mess hall which seemed to be
in worse shape than | had re-
membered it in my days.

How do you pay for it ?

As | sat across the dinning table
with Dr. Malhotra, the director of
IIT at Kanpur, he was as con-
cerned as | was about the much
needed upkeep of the infra-

structure. There had been
labour problems at the IIT dur-
ing the 70's leading to strikes
and declining morale. Many
enterprising faculty had moved
to other institutions. The city of
Kanpur had little to offer in
terms of a cultural and social
life. It was difficult to get there
from any major city except by a
long train journey. This discour-
aged visitors from putting
Kanpur on their itinerary.

"We are perhaps the best when
it comes to the care and dedi-
cation we put in edur.ating our
students”, Dr. Malhotra said. He
was right and | knew i: from per-
sonal experience. But the
graduate program had suffered
due to these problems. "How
does one pay for higher educa-
tion in India under the new cli-
mate? | asked. “Things will
have to change", he agreed.
“The days of high subsidy can-
not last. We may have to charge
more tuition. Foreign students
may have to be admitted in
large numbers. Of course they
should be able to foot the bill.
We will have to look for finan-
cial support from our alumni”.
He looked at me through his
bifocals enquiringly. "I agree
with you wholeheartedly," |
said, "Most major universities in
the U.S. do exactly that. Endow-
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ments from former students and
well wishers runs into billions
of dollars. Kanpur should be
able to raise large funds from
its large body of alumni. | for
one would be glad to help."
"We will have to interface with
industry”, he continued, "We
have to become relevant but it
takes time. It is only the begin-
ning. | wish it had begun
sooner".

We talked about problems such
as frequent power outages that
disrupt the functioning of these
institutions. The faculty and stu-
dents time lost due to these dis-
ruptions and the damage to
equipments due to power
surges is enormous. In some
instances separate power gen-
erators are installed, at great
expense, to serve specific fa-
cilities which must be run with-
out interruption.

It was painful to see precious
time and energy of many people
wasted in bureaucratic red
tape. This problem was worse
in some places than others but
no place was free from it. | real-
ize that it is wishful thinking to
expect this monster to go away,
but | hope it is possible to con-
trol it. People responsible for
making monetary decisions
should not be bogged down in
paperwork. Accountability will

control misuse of power but
bureaucracy does not. It just
wears everybody down.

Modern Monuments

India is a nation with a rich and
ancient history. Monuments re-
minding us of our past legacy
are everywhere. What is the
legacy of modern India to her
future generations? Surely it
cannot all be temples,
mosques, palaces and tombs.
The monuments of a modern
nation are those which serve
her people - the courts and par-
liaments, dams and power
plants, factories and farms,
above all her schools, colleges
and institutions of higher learn-
ing. They should be living enti-
ties, not the ruins of a past.

The institutions of higher learn-
ing in India must adapt and rise
to the new challenges. They
should be dynamic, responsive
to the changing needs and pri-
orities of the nation, and critical
of their shortcomings. Above
all, they should recognize that
they exist to serve the young
people who enter their portals
with a gleam in their eyes, hun-
gry for the gift of knowledge.
They should broaden their ho-
rizons and open minds to face
a brighter India.

Professor Chandrasekhar
had his undergraduate edu-
cation at Bangalore in the
province of Karnataka. He
obtained a M.S. in Physics
from the Indian Institute of
Technology at Kanpur in
1968. Later he obtained his
Ph.D. from Purdue University
in the United States of
America and was a research
fellow at the Max Plank Insti-
tute in Stuttgart, West Ger-
many. He has been a profes-
sor of Physics at the Univer-
sity of Missouri since 1987.
He is a consultant to India
under the Transfer of Know-
ledge through Expatriate
Nationals (TOKTEN) program
funded by the United Nations
Development Program
(UNDP). This essay follows
his consultancy visit to vari-
ous institutions of higher
learning in India during July
- September, 1993.




NOBEL ‘LIKE’ PRIZE FOR DR. SUDARSHAN

cated service being
recognised, albiet a little late.
This year's (1994) most presti-
gious "Right Livelihood Award'

has been conferred to Dr.
Hanumanthappa Reddy
Sudarshan (44) for his pioneer-
ing work rendered for the
upliftment of Soliga tribals in the
Biligiriranga hills - the hill for-
est region in Yelandur,
Chamarajanagar and Kollegal
area in Mysore district.

Dr. Sudarshan will receive
award-money Rs. 24 lakhs
which is coveted as "a parallel
Nobel prize".

Dr. Sudarshan's silent but very
effective service to Girijans has
proved that doctors can work
wonders in a society if they are
not looking out only for money.
Undoubtedly, he deserved the
award, which he shares with
two others, as he has been ac-
tively involved himself for the
cause of the betterment of
Soligas sinee 15 years. Living

t was a case of re- §
lentless and dedi- ¥

BHAT V.R.

in the midst of Soliga Podus
(settlement) facing countless
challenges from the outside
people Dr. Sudarshan braved
all hurdles which came in his
way with grit and determination
and did succeed in his mission.

Having renounced all plea-
sures of modern city life and its
lure to earn good money he
stationed himself in a workfield
the dense forest with the
Soligas, the less fortunate
brethren who have been living
a life of poverty and misery.
More glorious is that he has de-
cided to use the award money
on uncompleted projects dedi-
cated to Soligés certainly, he
serves as a model for others to
emulate.

Sudarshan's agonizing child-
hood experience seems to

have moulded him in a differ-
ent cast which ultimately made
him to trod a difficult path, hardly
few would dare to follow. He
was justa 12 year old boy when
his ailing father died on his lap
for lack of medical treatment in
a remote village in rural Banga-
lore. This incident left a deep
wound on his psyche. As are-
sult he decided toc become a
medical man to help those who
did not have access to medical
facilities and treat the ailing
ones.

To achieve his desire he joined
the Bangalore Medical College
later. In between another thing
that attracted and influenced
him was Swami Vivekananda's
philosophy. He paid regular vis-
its to Ramakrishna Mutt, Ban-
galore during his college days.
After having successfully com-
pleted medical education in
1974, his spiritual conviction's
and his unflinching commit-
ment to work with less
previlaged rural poor took him
to Mayawati in the Himalayas.
Later he worked at the Belur




Ramakrishna Mutt, at Calcutta.
Thus he got actively associated
with the Ramakrishna Mission
hospital work in rural areas.

In the meantime, Dr. Sudarshan
accidentally met Dr.
Narasimhan, who was working
among the Todas tribal of Nilgiri
Hills. This meting changed
Sudarshan's way of thinking
and future course of action. Dr.
Narasimhan inspired him to do
something concrete to the

tribals on line similar to his.

Dr. Sudarshan, in 1979, with no
specific schemes in mind, de-
cided to set about translating
his dream into reality at the B.R.
Hills. The medical service ren-
dered by him with help of a few
local people was an entry point
into social service. This lead to
social work in due course. In
the beginning, Soligas were
scared by the person from the
outer world and they used to run
away when they saw him com-

ing to their podus to treat the -

ailing ones. But this lukewarm
response did not deter him.
Repeatedly treating snake bite

cases by sucking poison, sav- -

ing the patient by mouth to
mouth respiration. Treatment of
intestinal
diahorrea, the tribals gradually
began to feel greater confi-
dence in him, and he was ac-
cepted.

worms and

In due course, Soligas started
treating Dr. Sudarshan as a
brother, as one among them.
Meanwhile, he has undertaken
an extensive survey of Soliga
podus and covered around 100
tribal colonies in Yelandur,
Chamarajanagar and Kollegal
taluks with a population of
about 21,000 Dr. Sudarshan
won the hearts of Soligas also
by treating them in their own
indigenous medicines, partici-
pating in their festivals and
functions etc., his medical prac-
tice was tota!ly voluntary. He

..complstely depended on his

friends for his survival and they
contributedtheir mite liberally.

Dr. Sudarshan came to B.R.
Hills with the sole intention of
providing health care for the
tribals. It did not take him much
time to realise that it was not his

_only-duy'as the tribals were

facing innumerable problems
and challenges before them
which were not small. They
lived in isolated groups bereft
of any united front to stand up
against continued exploitation
and debasement. Dr.
Sudarshan realised the fact
that along with the medical
care, what the Soligas needed
most was education, social
awareness, redemption of self-
respect by the adoption of an
economically progressive out-
look, vocational training and
other facilities to improve the
life styles of the tribals.

To achieve these objectives, Dr.
Sudarshan with the active sup-
port of a few friends and locals
launched Vivekananda
Girijana Kalyana Kendra
(VGKK) in 1981. ‘It is a non
sectarian humanitarian
organisation dedicated to the
ideals of "Service of God in
man". It wad originally started
in B.R. Hills and has now
spread to incorporate Yelandur,

Chamarajanagar and Kollegal

taluks (including Male
Mahadeshwar Hills) and
Satyamangala taluk of
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Tamilnadu. The activities of the
VGHH group comprises an
area of about 60 km radius and
serves a tribal population of
about21,000. VGKK has a gov-
erning body with eleven mem-
bers of whom nine are tribal
Yajamans (Leaders).

To measure the achievements
of VGKK the tremendous trans-
formation is evidence enough.
Ten years ago, a Soliga would
cringe as soon as he saw out-
sider or a person in authority.
But today, he has regained his
sense of identity and dignity
and this is revolutionary
enough.

As we see today, a base hospi-
tal with tenbeds, laboratory,
computers, and other modern
facilities, apart from a mobile
unit is only a part of Dr.
Sudarshan's expanding range
of activities. A residential
school for nearly 500 children
and non-formal schools in re-
mote villages for 200 children
were also set up. This year the
first generation of tribals have
come out of the school and doz-
ens of tribal youth have gone in

for a college education and few
have joined Dr. Sudarshan's
team as volunteers and em-
ployees. The plethora of suc-
cess stories bring smiles to Dr.
Sudarshan. He heaves a sigh
of relief in these revolutionary
changes.

The school curriculum has an
education
programme which takes into

innovative

account the aspect of tribal rev-
erence for nature and environ-
ment not forgetting the official
view that they should be
brought into the national main-
stream of development. Health
workers are instructed and en-
couraged to use traditional
medicines available in the for-
ests Dr. Sudarshan and his
dedicated band of volunteers
found that these areas were
hyper-endemic to leprosy, for

whi'ch the Karuna Trust was set

up. A vertical leprosy
programme also was integrated
with other programmes. An-
other endemic problem was the
sickle cell anaemia caused by
the falciparum malaria virus,
which too has also been

brought under control.

Relentlessly struggling for the
rights of Soligas, Dr. Sudarshan
was once jailed when he pro-
tested against a local land-lord
for illegally acquiring 65 acres
of tribal land. The‘local police
hand-in-glove with the land-lord -
had arrested Dr. Sudarshan.
But it did not deter him from
getting the land back to tribals,
the rightful owners.

Dr.Sudarshan is totally against
over all negation of tribal
lifestyle. He strongly pines
there should not be any inter-
vention in their way of life. The
development had to be from
within and should not damage
the culture of tribals. He feels
that unless tribals are given
employment guarantees and
made part of forest conserva-
tion and environmental
changes through intensive joint
forest management

* programmes, their condition

will continue to remain pitiable.
He emphatically declares that
the government should come
out with specific schemes to
instit a new hope and joy to
their lives.

Dr. Sudarshan has also done
magnificent work especially in
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the documention of the rich flora
and fauna of the region and
conservation of medicinal
plants in B.R. Hills.

Today, B.R. Hills and surround-
ing areas are taking a new look
with the selfless, dedicated and

sustained work of
Dr. Sudarshan and his team.
The wind of change and aware-
ness is sweeping the hill region
and it is a no small job. Dr.
Sudarshan like the legendry Dr.
Albert Scheweitzer in Africa
has shown that anything can be

achieved when a dedicated
man with a vision puts his heart
and soul into a mission he
choses to undertake.

March of Karnataka
Courtesy

A man may say, ‘from now on I'm going to
speak_ the truth’. But the truth hears him
and runs away and hides before he's even
done speaKing.

Saul Bellow
Herzog
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MOTHER - TONGUE BEING THE MEDIUM

OF INSTRUCTION

N.Venkatachaliah CJl and
S. MohanJ

English Medium Students Parents
Association
Vs

State of Karnataka and others™
with

State of Karnataka and others
Vs

Channagiri Taluk Urdu Schools
Betterment Committee and
others **

S. Mohan J

1. All these cases can be dealt
with under a common judge-
ment since the issue involved
is the same. We will first take
up the writ petition.

2.The Government of
Karnataka , wedded to the
cause of promotion of Kannada,
appointed a Committee of six
persons with Dr. V.K. Gokak as
the chairman and referred the
foilowing questions :

(1) Should Sanskrit remain as the
subject for study in the school syl-
labus ?

* Writ Petition (C) No. 536 of 1991

Judgement by Supreme Court of India

(2) If so, how to retain it without its

being an alternative for

Kannada ?

(3) Would it be proper to have
kannada as a compulsory subject
as per the Three Language For-
mula and should the option of se-
lecting the remaining two lan-
guages be left to students
themselves ?

3.The Committee submitted its
report dated 27th January,
1981 which is popularly known
as Dr. Gokak Committee Re-
port. The gist of the recommen-
dations is as under :-

(1) Kannada should be introduced
as a compulsory subject for all
children from 3rd Standard ;

(2) Kannada Should be the sole
first language for the Higher Sec-
ondary Schools (i.e., 8th, 9th and
10th Standards) carrying 150
marks, and this should be imple-
mented for Kannada speaking
people form 1981 - 82 itself and in
respect of others 1986-87, after
taking necessary steps to teach

Kannada to them from the 3rd
standard from the academic year
1981-82 itself.

4.-On a consideration of the
above said report, the state
Government passed an order
dated 30.4.82 which is to the
following effect :

"ORDER NO. ED. 113 SOH -
79, BANGALORE DATED
30TH APRIL 1982. -

Govemment have carefully exam-
ined the recommendations of the
Committee and having regard to
all aspects of the matter are
pleased to order as follows :

1. Atthe Secondary School level,
the language pattem to be adopted
will be as follows :-

A. First Language :

Kannnada or Mother Tongue
(Urdu, Tamil, Telugu: Marathi, En-
glish, Hindi) to carry 150 marks.

B. Two other languages from the
following :- Kannada, Hindi, En-
glish, Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian,
Urdu, Tamil, Telugu, Marathi to
carry 100 marks each.

l
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Note : (1) StL;dents offering a lan-
guage other than Kannada as First
Language will study Kannada as
a compulsory Language and any
one of the remaining subjects for
the S.S.L.C.

(2) Students offering Kannada as
First language will take any two of
the above Languages (from B
Group) except Kannada.

2. Students coming from outside
the State and joining VIII, IX, X
Standard anc_J who have not stud-
ied any of the Languages listed as
First Language may be allowed to
take Additional English or Hindi as
First Language.

3. The teaching of Kannada from
Il Standard in Non-Kannada
Schools will commence from the
academic year 1982-83 itself and
the Language patter for the High
Schools prescribed in para 1
above will come into effect from
the academic year 1987-88.

4. Students joining VIl Standard
from the aca.demic year 1982-83
cannot take Sanskrit as Third com-
posite First Language. They can
take Sanskrit as Third Language.

This system will continue till the

language pattern prescribed in
para 1 above comes into force
from the academic year 1987-88.

5. The Commissioner for Public
Instruction waé requested to take
necessary action on the matter im-
mediately to implement the above

orders."

5. Since it was felt that the or-
der dated 30th April, 192 did not
sufficiently reflect the aspira-
tions of the Kannada speaking
people, the Government
thought it expedient to place the
entire matter before the State
Legislature. The State Legisla-
ture resolved that in the High
Schools Kannada must be the
sole First regional language
carrying 125 marks. In addition,
a student might study any two
languages carrying 100 marks
each. 15 grace marks might be
given for a period of 10 years
belonging to linguistic minority
community who study Kannada
as first regional language and
also those who study Hindi and
whose mother tongue is not

'Hindi and to enable the stu-

dents whose mother tongue is
not Kannada to learn Kannada

as the sole First Language in
High Schools. Government
have taken steps to start teach-
ing Kannada from 3rd standard
from this academic year i.e.
1982-83.

6. In addition to the above it
was also recommended that the

“ Government should take steps

to start teaching Kannada from
the first standard itself from
1983-83.

7. In accordance with the above
Resolution, the State Govern-
ment made an order dated 20th
of July, 1982. That order reads
as follows :-

"ORDER NO. ED 113 SOH 79,
BANGALORE DATED 20TH
JULY, 1982. Keeping in view the
above Govt. are pleased to direct
as follows :- ;

1. Atthe Secondary School Level,
the language pattem to be adopted
shall be as follows (from the aca-
demic year 1987-88):-

A. First Language :-

Kannada shall be the sole first lan-
guage (to carry 125 marks)

B. Two other Languages from the
following :-
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Urdu, Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, En-

glish, Hindi, Sanskrit, Arabic, Per-
sian, Malayaiam and Kannada (to
carry 100 marks each)

Note :- 15 grace marks shall be
given for a period of 10 years

(a) in the first shall be given for a
period of 10 years mother tongue
is not Kannada ; and (b) in Hindi
examination to students who study
Hindi and whose mother tongue is
not Hindi.

2. Students coming from outside
the State and joining Vlll or (X or X
standard in the State of Kamataka
and who did not study Kannada
earlier may be permitted to take
English or Hindi as first language.

3. The teaching of Kannada from
| standard in non-Kannada schools
will commence from the academic
year 1982-83 itself and the lan-
guage pattern for High schools
prescribed in para

(1) above will come into force from
the academic year 1987-88.

4. Students joining VIl standard
from the academic year 1982-83
could not be permitted to take San-
skrit as First Language oras Com-

posite First Language. They can,
however, take Sanskrit as Third
Language. This will continue till the
language pattern prescribed in
para | takes effect from the aca-
demic year 1987-88.

Note : Para 4 above which corre-
sponds to para 4 of Govt. Order
No. ED 113 SOH 79 dit. 30th April,
1982 shall not be given effect to
pending disposal of writ petition
Nos 18882 to 18885 of 1982 in the
High Court of karnataka wherein
operation of the corresponding
para 4 of Govemment order dated
30th April, 1982 has been stayed.

5.The Commissioner for Public In-
struction is requested to take nec-
essary action in the matierimme-
diately.to give effect to tt;e above
orders.

6. Separate orders will issue re-
garding constitution of the High
Power Committee for effective
implementation of the language
policy.

7. The orders issued in Govt. Or-
der No. Ed 115 SOH dated 30.4.82
are hereby withdrawn."

8. Pursuant at the above said

" order, the Director of Public In-

structions issued a Circular
dated 11.8.82 in the following
terms;

"All the non-teaching Kannada
schools in the State should begin
to teach Kannda language from the
1st standard in the year 1982-83
as per instructions contained in
para 3 of the government order.
For that purpase the-following pe-
riod of subjects and text books
and lessons for study are pre-
scribed as under:-

1. Periods :- Five periods a week
i.e., two periods from work expe-
rience, 2 periods for physical train-
ing and one of singing education.

2.Text books :- Kannada Bharathi

3. Lessons for study : 1to 16, 18
and 36 lessons.

4. Marks :- This being a subject
for examination, 100 marks are
fixed.

5. Marks giving :- Marks giving and
examination rules as prescribed
for the 1st standard are made ap-
plicable to this."

9. Aggrieved by the above said
order dated 20th July, 1982




some of the educational insti-
tutions (the respondents in the
civil appeal) preferred writ peti-
tions in the High Court of
Karnataka. It was contended
that the order was violative of
the rights of minorities under
Articles 29 and 30 of the Con-
stitution of India. It was further
contended that it was discrimi-
natory and violative of Article 14
of the Constitution of India. Ini-
tially, when- the writ petitions
came up for hearing before a
Single Judge the matters were
referred to a Division Bench.
The Division Bench by an or-
der dated 27th January, 1984
referred the above said ques-

tions to the Full Bench.The Full

Bench in General Secretary,
L.M.P Committee vs. State of
Karnataka (AIR 1989
Karnataka 226 at 264) ex-
pressed its opinion on the three
questions as follows ;

"(1) The Govt. Order dated 20th
July, 1982 in so far it relates to the
making of study of Kannada as a
compulsory subject to children
belonging to linguistic minority
groups form the first year of the
Primary School and compelling the
Primary Schools established by

Linguistic Minorities to introduce it
as a compulsory subject from the
first year of the Primary School
and also in so far it compels the
students joinging High Schools to
take Kannada as the sole first lan-
guage and compelling the high
schools established by linguistic
minorities to introduce Kannada as
the sole first language in the Sec-
ondary Schools is violative of Ar-
ticles 29 (1) and 30 (1) of the Con-
stitution.

(2) The Govt. Order dated
20.7.1982 in so farit relates to the
making of study of Kannada as a
compulsory subject to children
belonging to linguistic minority
groups from the first year of the
Primary School and compelling the
primary schools established by
linguistic minorities to introduce it
as a compulsory subject from the
first year of the Primary School
and also in so far it compels the
students joining High Schools to
take Kannada as the sole first lan-
guage in the Secondary Schools,
is violative of the pledge of equal-
ity graranteed under Article 14 of
the Constitution.

(8) On the facts and in the circum-
stances of the case, the Circular
dated 11-8-1982 issued by the

Director of Public Instructions of
the State Government is violative
of Arts. 14, 29 (1) and 30 (1) of
the Constitution of India.

These petitions have to be posted
before a Division Bench for final
disposal of the petitions.

10. After rendering this opinion
the matter was sent back to the
Division Bench for disposal in
accordance with the opinion
and accordingly the cases were
dismissed by a judgment dated
25.1.89. Itis against this judge-
ment the state of Karnataka has
come up in appeal in Civil Ap-
peal Nos. 2856-57 of 1989. Af-
ter this judgment the Govern-
ment of Karnataka enunciated
the policy in G.O. No. 87 PRU
SE BHA 88, Bangalore dated

19.6.89 which is to the follow-

ing effect :

"In the circumstances explained
in the preamble of this Govt. Or-
der, Gowvt. are pleased to order that
the following language policy shall
be implemented in the Primary and
Secondary schools pending final
decision of the Supreme court.

i) From 1st Standard to IV th stan-
dard mother tongue will be the
medium of instruction, where it is
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expected that normally only one
language from Appendix - | will be
the compulsory subject of study.

Form Il Standard onwards
Kannada will be the optional sub-
ject fornon-Kannada speaking stu-
dents. This will not be taught on a
purely voluntary basis and it will
not be at the cost of any other in-
struction imparted in the school or
any other school activity in which
all school children participate.
There will be no examination at the
end of the year in Kannada lan-
guage.

if) From the V Standard onwards,
where, in the normal course lind
language is introduced, the child
has to study a second language
selected from Appendix-l which
will be other than the First lan-
guage, subject to the condition that
the child who has not taken
Kannada as the First language will
have to take Kannada as the Sec-
ond language.

From V Standard onwards the pro-
vision will be made for the study
of the third language which will be
other than languages studied by
the students as First and Second
language. This has to be chosen

from the list given in Appendix I1.

Attendance in the third language
class will be compulsory, writing
of the examination in the third lan-
guage will also be compulsory, but
from V to VII Standard it will not be
obligatory to pass the third lan-
guage examination. No extra
credit will be given in rank; division,
class etc. on account of the marks
obtained in the third language ex-
amination from 5th to 7th standard.

ii) At the secondary stage, i.e.,
from Vlll to X Standards, three lan-
guages will be compulsory. First
language carrying 125 marks,
Second language carrying 100
marks and the third language car-
rying 100 marks. It will be obliga-
tory to pass the examinations con-
ducted in all these 3 languages,
and one of them shall be Kannada.

iv) The standard expected in Sec-
ond and Third language at the end
of X Standard will be what would
have been achieved at the end of
6 years of study, if the language
subject had been chosen as first
language.

v) As contemplated in Govt. Or-
der No. ED 113 SOH 79 dated
20.7.1982, grace marks shall be

given in Kannada language exami-
nation for non-Kannada speaking
students ; and in Hindi for students
whose mother tongue is not Hindi.
Award of grace marks will be upto
a maximum extent of 15 marks to
enable the students to pass that
language examination.

vi) Exemption from studying
Kannada as a compulsory lan-
guage can be given to the students
whose parents have come to the
state on temporary transfer.

Appendix - |

1. Kannada 5. Marathi
2. Tamil 6. ; Hindi

3. Telugu 7. Urdu

4 Malayalam 8. English
Appendix - I

1.Kannada 7. Urdu

2. Tamil 8. English
3.Telugu 9. Sanskrit
4. Malayalam 10.  Arabic
5. Marathi 11.  Persian

6. Hindi

11. The validity of the G.O. is
questioned in the writ petition
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on the ground that itis violative
of Articles 29 and 30 of the
Constitution of India. Further, it
is violative of Article 14 of the
Constitution of India in so far as

equal opportunity is not pro-

vided, in that, students belong-
ing to minority communities are
discriminated against. The in-
fringement of right guaranteed
under Article 350 - A of the Con-
stitution of India is apparenton
the face of the impugned order
as it prevents linguistic minor-
ity group. to avail the opportu-
nity of choices of languages.

12. In so far as Kannada is
made a compulsory language
in spite of the clear direction in
the judgment of the Full Bench
of the Karnataka High Court it
is bad. The impugned order
throws an undue burden on the
students since the children are
obliged to study three lan-
guages from the primary school
stage itself. Accordingly, a writ
of mandamus is prayed for di-

_recting not to enforce the order
in question.

13. In support of the grounds
urged in the writ petition
learned counsel for the peti-

tioner would contend that ar-
ticles 29 and 30 must be read
along with Article 39 (f) be-
cause as on today that directive
principle has assumed signifi-
cance. if, therefore, the children
are to be given proper opportu-
nities in relation to education no
language should be imposed It
is the choice of the parents to
select the language for the
child. Under the impugned or-
der from 5th Standard onwards
Kannada is made compulsory.
That cannot be done vis - a-vis
linguistic minorities. In support
of this reliance is placed on
D.A.V. College etc. vs. State of
Punjab & Ors. (1971 Supp.
SCR 688). Again when Punjabi
was made the sole medium of
instruction this Court struck
down such a provision as seen
from D.A.V. College Bathinda.
etc. vs. State of Punjabi & Ors.
1971 Supp. SCR677). If as laid
down in the Ahmedabad St.
Xaviers college society &
Anr.etc. vs. State of Gujarat &
Anr. (1975 (1) SCR 173) the lin-
guistic minorities have a funda-
mental right to conserve its lan-
guage or culture. That cannot
be interfered with and there can-

not be an element of force

obliging the student to study
another language. By forcing to
study Kannada there is a viola-
tion of article 14. In so far as
there is no equal opportunity an
arbitary act is liable to be struck
down as held in Maneka
Gandhi vs. Union of India (1978
(2) SCR page 621 at 686).

14.The learned Advocate Gen-
eral of Karnataka submits that
the impugned Government or-
der is consistent with the judge-
ment of the Full Bench. The
State of Karnataka has ac-
cepted the judgement and has
passed the impugned order.
The G.O. is only a regulatory
measure to brihg about aca-
demic discipline. Having re-
gard to the fact that the minority
institutions exist in the state of
Karnataka it is obligatory on the
part of these institutions to im-
part knowledge of Kannada.
This is the regionalianguage of
the state. The G.O.removes the
compulsory element during the
primary stage as is required to
be provided under Article 350 -
A of the Constitution. The argu-
ments of the petitioner proceed

-
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on a wrong basis as though mi-
norities are deprived of its right
to preserve its language or cul-
ture. That is not'so. There is no
violation of either Articles 29 or
30 nor even Article 14 of the
constitution.

15. In order to appreciate the
respective contentions itis nec-
essary to find out the purport of
the Full Bench decision of the
Karnataka High court reported
in AIR 1989 Karnataka 226,
General Secretary, Linguistic
Minorities Protection Commit-
tee vs. State of Karnataka. At
page 265 it is inter alia stajed
thus :

"In W.P. Nox. 18848/1987 and 1097/
1988 :

i. The writ petitions are allowed.

ii. The impugned Government Or-
der dated 20.7.82 as also the Cir-
cular dated 11.8.1992 issued by
the Director of Public Instructions
pursuant to the aforesaid Govem-
ment Order are declared void as
offending Arts. 14, 29 (1) and 30
(1) of the Constitution of India.

iii. The Government shall, however,
be at liberty :

(a) to introduce Kannada as one
of the two languages from that pri-
mary school class from which
study of anotherlanguage in addi-
tion to mother - tongue is made
obligatory as part of the general
pattern of primary education ; and

(b) to make study of Kannada com-
pulsory as one of the three lan-
guages for study in secondary
schools, by making appropriate
order of rules and make it appli-
cable to all those whose mother-
tongue is Kannada and also to lin-
guistic minorities who are and who
become permanent residents of
this State, in all primary and sec-
ondary schools respectively,
whether they are Govemment or
Govemment recognised, including
those established by any of the
Linguistic minorities.

16. The above ruling is based
on the fact that Kannada was
made Compulsory even in the
primary stage. That was the
gravamen of the charge by the
minority institutions (the writ
petitioners). This was the rea-
son why the Full Bench ex-
pressed its opinion on the three
questions quoted above, in

those terms.

17. In view of the liberty given
to the State of Karnataka the
present G.O. bearing No. 87
Prou Se Bha 88, Bangalore
dated 19.6.89 (quoted above)
has come to be passed. A
corrigendum also came to be
issued on 22.6.89 which reads
as under :- '

"For para (i) of Order portion of the
above said Govt. Order dated
19.6.1989 i.e., from the words
"From 1st standard..... subject to
study" the following para shall be
substituted :-

"From Ist Standard to IVth Stan-
dard, where it is expected that
nomally mother tongue will be the
medium of instruction, only one
language from Appendix - 1 will be
compulsory subject of study."

18. A careful reading of the
above G.O. would clearly indi-
cate that the element of compul-
sion at the primary stage is no
longer there because the G.O.
is unequivocal when it says
from 1st to 4th standards
mother tongue will be the me-
dium of instruction, only one




language from Appendix-1 will
be compulsory subject of study.
From 3rd standard onwards
Kannada will be an optional
subject for non-Kannada
speaking students. It is to be
taught on a Voluntary basis
there being no examination at
the end of the year in kannada
language. This part of the G.O.
is clearly in consonance with
Article 350-A of the Constitu-
tion of India which reads as fol-
lows :

"Facilities for instruction in mother-
tongue at primary stage - It shall
be the endeavour of every State
and of every local authority within
the state to provide adequate fa-
cilities for instruction in the mother
- tongue at the primary stage of
education to children belonging to
linquistic minority groups ; and the
President may issue such direc-
tions to any State as he consid-
ers necessary or proper for secur-
ing the provision of such facili-
ties."

19. This Article is designed to
implement one of the States
Organisation Commission's
important recommendations
regarding safeguards for lin-

guistic minorities in the States
after cordinisation.

20. Mahatma Ganghi, the Fa-
ther of the Nation, on more than
one occasions emphasised on
the mother - tongue being the
medium of instruction. He
forcefully said :

"The babe takes its first lesson
from its mother. |, therefore, re-
gard it as a sin against the moth-
erland to inflict upon her children
a tongue other than their mother's
for their mental development.”

‘I hold it be as necessary for the
urban child as forthe rural to have
the foundation of his development
laid on the solid rock of the mother
tongue."

"Who can calculate the immeasur-
able loss sustained by the nation
owing to thousands of its young
men having been obliged to waste
years in mastering a foreign lan-
guage and its medium, of which in
their daily life they have the least
use and in leaming which they had
to neglect their own mother-tongue
and their own literature."

21. All educational experts are
uniformly of the opinion that
pupils should begin their

schooling through the medium
of their mother tongue. There
is great reason and justice be-
hind this. Where the tender
mind of the children are subject
to an alien medium the learn-
ing process becomes unnatu-
ral. It inflicts a cruel strain on
the children which makes the
entire transaction mechanical.
Besides, the educational pro-
cess become artificial and tor-
turous. The basic knowledge
can easily be garnered through
the mother-tongue. The intro-
duction of a foreign language
tends to threaten to atrophy the
development of mother-tongue.
When the pupil comes of age
and reaches the 5th standard
level, the second language is
introduced. The child who has
not taken Kannada as a first lan-
guage is required to take itasa
second language. At the sec-
ondary stage the three-lan-
guage formula is introduced.
However, in cases of non-
Kannada speaking students
grace marks upto 15 are
awarded. Certainly, it cannot be
contended that a student study-
ing in a school from Karnataka
need not know the regional lan-
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guage. It should be the
endeavour of every State to pro-
mote the regional language of
that State. In fact, the Govern-
ment of Karnataka has done
commendably well in passion
this G.O. Therefore, to contend
that the imposition of study of
Kannada throws an undue bur-
den on the students is unten-
able. Again to quote Mahatma
Gandhi :

“The medium of instruction should
be altered at once and atany cost,
the provincial languages being
given their rightful place. | would
prefer temporary chaos in higher
education to the criminal waste
that is daily accumulating."

22. In view of this analysis, it is
clear that there is no violation
of Article 29 or 30 of the Con-
stitution infringing the right of
the minorities. In D.A.V. Col-
lege Bathinda vs. State of
Punjab (1971 Supp. SCR 677)
this Court held at page 687 as
under :

"“The University by adopting
Punjabi as the sole or exclusive
medium for the Colleges affiliated
to the University, not with stand-
ing the concessions granted,

acted in excess of the power con-
ferred on it. While the University
can prescribe Punjabi as a me-
dium of instruction it cannot pre-
scribe it as the exclusive medium
nor compel affiliated Colleges es-
tablished and administered by lin-
guistic or religious minorities or by
a Section of the citizens who wish
to conserve their language script
and culture, to teach in Punbaiji or
take examination in that language
with Gurmukhi script. The Univer-
sity Act having compulsorily affili-
ated these Colleges must of ne-
cessity cater to their needs and
allow them to administer their in-
stitutions in their own way and im-
part instructions in the medium
and write examination in their own
script."

23. Therefore, this ruling has no
application to the facts of the
present case.

24. Reliance placed on this
decision by learned counsel for
the petitioner is misconceived.
In D.A.V. College vs. State of
Punjab (1971 Supp 688) at
pages 703-704 it was held
thus :

"Sub-section (3) of Section 4 also
does not ir our view transgress the

guarantee under Article 29 (1).
Whether one may like it or not, lin-
guistic States in this country have
come to stay. The purpose and
object of these linguistic states is
to provide with greater facility the
development of the people of that
area educationally, socially and
culturally, in the language of that
region but while the State or the
University has every right to pro-
vide for the education of the ma-
jority in the regional medium, it is
subject to the restrictions con-
tained in Articles 25 to 30. Nei-
ther the University nor the State
can provide for imparting educa-
tion in a medium of instructionin a
language and script which stifles
the language and script of any
Section of the citizens. Such a
course will trespass on the rights
of those Sections of the citizens
which have a distinct ianguage or
script and which they have right
to conserve through educational
institutions of their own. In our
view Section 4 (3) does not lend
itself to the interpretation that the
medium of instruction of all affili-
ated Colleges has to be Punjabi.
The provision, as we construe it,
is for the promotion of Punjabi
studies and research in and in the




development of the Punjabi lan-
guage, literature and culture which
is far from saying that the Univer-
sity can under that provision com-
pel the affiliated Colleges particu-
larly those of the minority to give
instruction in the Punjabi language
or in any way impede the right to
conserve theirlanguage script and
culture.

It is again contended that while
provision is made in Section 4 (2)
and 4 (3) for the study and re-
search of the life and teaching of
Guru Nanak and for the study of
Punjabi language, script and litera-
ture. No similar provision is made
for the study, of religious Heads
of Hindus or for the study of Hindi
and Devnagﬁ script though Hin-
dus form a substantial portion of
the population of the State. These
provisicns therefore are discrimi-
natory and violative of Article 14
of the Constitution. This argument
in our view is devoid of merit. The
State of Punjab is created as a
unilingual State with Punjabi as its
language and if provision is made
for study of Punjabi language that
does not fumish a ground for dis-
crimination nor can the provision
for study o; the life and teaching

of Guru Nanak afford any cause

for complaint as in neither case we
have noticed, is there any compul-
sion on any person to undertake
such studies noris any of the com-
munities prohibited from pursuing
studies in respect of either Hindi
or of the life and teachings of any
Hindu saint. The facts of the case
in our view do not attract Article
14."

25.The directive principle con-
tained in Article 39(f) does not
advance the case of the peti-
tioner.

26. As rightly contended by the
learned Advocate General
where the State by means of
the impinged G.O. desires to
bring about academic disci-
pline as a regulatory measure
it is a matter of policy. The State
knows how best to implement
the language policy. It is not for
the Court to interfere. In Hindi
Hitrakshak Samiti and other vs.
Union of India (1990 (1) SCR
588) this lays down at page
592 as under :

It may be that Hindi or other re-
gional languages are more appro-
priate medium of imparting educa-
tion to very many and it may be

appropriate and proper to hold the
examination, entrance or other-
wise, in any particular regional or
Hindi language, orit may be than °
Hindi or other regional language
because of development of that
language, is not yet appropriate
medium to transmute or test the
knowledge or capacity that could
be had in medical and dental dis-
ciplines. Itis a matter of formula-
tion of policy by the State or edu-
cational authorities in charge-of
any particular situation. Where the
existence of a fundamental right
has to be established by accep-
tance of a particular policy or a
course of action for which there is
no legal compulsion or statutory
imperative, and on which there are
divergent view, the same cannot
be sought to be enforced by Ar-
ticle 32 of the Constitution. Article
32 of the Constitution cannot be a
means to indicate policy prefer-
ence."

27. In a matter relating to policy
this Court should decline to in-
terfere. In the result, we con-
clude the writ petition is devoid
of merit and is accordingly dis-
missed.

28. As regards civil appeals we

find the majority opinion of the




High Court has approached the
matter in a proper perspective.
We have already extracted the
relevant portions of the judg-
ment. The sting of the earlier
G.Os. and orders was the ele-
ment of compulsion especially
the children beloging to linguis-
tic minorities from the first year
of the primary school making

Kannada as the sole first lan-
guage in the secondary
schools. Such a provision is
violative of Articles 29 and 30
of the Constitution. We have
no difficulty in upholding the
well-considered judgment of
the High Court. In fact, the
State has accepted the position
and issued G.O.dated 19.6.89

which is impugned in W.P. No.
536 of 1991. Therefore, the civil
appeals will also stand dis-
missed. However, in the cir-
cumstances of the case, there
shall be no order as to costs.

I would never read a book if it were

possible to talk half an hour with the man
who wrote it

Woodrow Wilson
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