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THIS JUBILEE ANNUAL IS RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED TO

Fr. Anfony Chirathalackal, "

Born ’ Feb 10, 1940 at Veroor, Changanacherry, Kerala

Education Schooling at St.Berchman’s High School, Changanacherry. Procured
a Master’s degree in Hindi.

Priesthood : Joined CMI in 1960. Ordained prieston Dec 18, 1972, after completing
theological and philosophical studies in Dharmaram College.

Profession : H.0.D. Hindi at Christ College from 1974 - °89.

Died - Sept 27, 1993,

May his soul rest in eternal peace
May he inspire us to place others first
Dedicate we, to his great memory and his great soul
This 'Annual’ of a quarter century.
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Message

Year after year, the intense and eventful life—academic, social, cultural,
and aesthetic - of an educational institution passes by largely unnoticed.
In fact, without a sense of history nothing worthwhile can be created,
sustained, or nurtured to growth. To ignore and to refuse, to look at the
past s imprudence and an option to stay imbecile. An Annual s a
reflection; in this connection, | am extremely glad to note that this year
an Annual is being bought out by Christ College to immortalise the precious
moments of the academic year that she just left behind, amidst the
struggle to serve the community and in achieving her motto of Excellence
and Service.

| congratulate the Editor and his team in thie noble endeavour and wish
them every sucess in thier effort.

Rev. Dr. Thomas Kandankavil, CMI
Rector




Message

I am immensely happy to convey my congratulations and good wishes to the
Principal, members of the staff and students of Christ College at a period when they
are celebrating the Silver Jubilee of the college.

The excellent values of life and superior ideals a person holds make himreally great
before all. Real Greatness is greatness of mind and spirit; this is true in the case of
institutions as well. The illustrious universities of the West (of the Medieval age)
possessed such excellent values and ideals which made them outstanding in every

aspect.

Let the greatest Guru of mankind, Jesus Christ, after whom the college is named,
be the source of inspiration, model and strength to the college in all its activities and
undertakings. One of the main tasks of the college during the Jubilee year is to take
special effort to understand and disseminate the great treasures of truth, wisdom,
Justice, love, patience and above all “Dharma,” contained in the teachings of Christ.
Higher education becomes meaningful only when one possesses these virtues.

May the Almighty God bless you specially during the Jubilee year.

Rev. Fr. Mani Giles, CMI

Founder Principal & Former Rector
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JUBILEE

AN OccAsION OF THANKSGIVING

Iam very privileged, as a person who has been closely associated with the working of this
institution over the past two decades, to respond positively to the SilverJ ubilee of Christ College.
Jubilee, for that matter, of a personor an institution is an epoch-making event, which is befittingly
celebrated to thank God Almighty for the wonderful things He has been rendering to the individual
or to the institution over the years.

Historically speaking, this is the right time to make a review of the activities over the past
years and to make resolute decisions for the furtherance of the noble ideals for which the institution
has been founded. Further, it is the God-given time to acknowledge and thank the persons who
worked for the institution. That is why in ancient Israel, at the time of Jubilee, the slaves were
let free, the land was left fallow, forgiveness was proclaimed to all and a year of peace and
tranquility was announced. The entire nation was proclaimed a family, and the people as members
of the self-same family. During Jubilee, bonds were further reinforced. Thus oneness among
the people was the keynote of the Jubilee celebrations.

Christ College over the years of its existence has been fostering this noble ideal of the family.
The teachers and students coming from differentlinguistic, religious and ethnic groups have been
working together as members of the same family, and striving hard to harmoniously achieve the
goals of education, in a spirit of toleration and mutual understanding. The goal of education, as
faras we understand it, is a searchtodiscoverand ascertain truth. If the educators and the educated
grow into this sublime reality of University Education, our endeavours in this field will be
endowed with success. If on the other hand, education is used as a means of exploitation and
sectarian ends, it will be rendering a disservice not only to the individual and society, but to the
nation at large. Christ College, as a premier institution in this part of the country, has a proud
record of spreading these noble ideas of education.




However, while celebrating the Silver Jubilee of the institution, letus sit back and reflectand
make an earnest effort to ascertain whether we have made strides in this endeavour; whether we
have succeeded in ingraining in the minds of our students a sense of human dignity, based on the
genuine humanistic principles of liberty, equality and fraternity. Even if we are away from our
ideals, there is nothing like striving always for these noble goals.

Further, as a person closely associated with the growth of this institution, let me pay homage
to the past and present generation of teachers and students: let me remember here especially, the
late Prof. Sanathkumar Shastry, the H.O.D. of Mathematics and the late Rev. Fr. Antony
Chirathalackal, H.O.D. of Hindi, the recently retired members of the staff, Rev. Fr.Mani Giles,
former Principal, Prof. D Varkey and Prof. H R RamaKrishna Rao and all other members of the
staff. Letus remember here also the Ministerial staff for their wonderful services over the years.
Itis the contributions of the teaching and non-teaching staff and students which has made this
institution rich and great. Last, but not the least, let me offer a glowing tribute to the Principal
and Staff for their earnest efforts to make this institution a beacon of light for the present and
coming generation of students. May Christ Our Heavenly Patron, guide and shape the destinies
of this institution in years to come.

REV. FR. AUGUSTINE JOSEPH,CMI
Former Principal




Principal’s Report

Respected Chief Guest of the day Sri. S Z Pasha; Rector, Rev. Dr. Thomas Kadankavil;
Parent invitee, Sri. K.V. Pai, Respected Members of the Staff and my dear Students;

It gives me immense pleasure to present before you the Annual Report of Christ College for

the Academic Year 1993-94, which is also the Silver Jubilee Year of the College. Twenty

five years is not a long period in the history of any major institution. Yet, the completion of

a quarter century is a meaningful event as it provides us with the right opportunity to evaluate
our performance in the past and plan for the future in the light of changing realities.

During the academic year in review Christ College has, in keeping with its noble tradition,
strived to provide quality education to more than three thousand of its students. The college
has earnestly endeavoured for the all-round development of its students. It has always been
our goal to create at ChristCollege, an atmosphere that is conducive to efficient teaching and
learning. We had, long ago, set our modest goal to make Christ College a Model Educational
Institution in this Metropolitan City of Bangalore. With the commitment and co-operation of
both Staff and Students, I am confident we can reach our goal in the not-so- distant future. It
is because we are motivated by this noble goal that we have paid special attention to Staff
selection and training, taken much care in student admissions, and are strict in enforcing
discipline and attendance, while insisting on an academic atmosphere in the college. My dear
Teachers and my dear Students, I know that you are fully aware of the Noble Goal that we
are striving to achieve, and I thank vou sincerely for co-operating with the College Adminis-
tration in its attempts to make Christ College an exemplary institution in the City.

- Commencement of the Academic Year After the summer holidays the College was re-
opened on June 21, 1993. At the inaugural function, the Principal announced that 1993-94
is the SILVER JUBILEE YEAR of Christ College. Before the formal reopening of the
College, however, an orientation programme was conducted for the Teaching staff on June
16 and 17, 1993 at the College.




Staff Additions During this year there were eighteen additions to the teaching staff. Sri.
Srinivasa Raju.C, HOD of Kannada, who had gone on deputation as Director of Prasaranga
at Hampi University has rejoined the College. Sri. K.A. Chandrasekharan, HOD of
Electronics has been deputed to take his M.Phil. degree under the Faculty Improvement
Programme (FIP) of UGC. Rev. Fathers T.A. Sebastian and T.K. Jose have rejoined the
College after higher studies.

Students There has been an increase in both the number of students and the quality of their
performance. In general results have improved at the PUC level and at the degree level. Two
brilliant sons of Christ College came out with flying colours in the PUC examinations held
by the Karnataka PUC Board in April 1993. Messers. Vinayak Kini and Nityanadan, both
of Commerce group (CAMS), secured the first and sixth rank respectively. My most sincere
congratulations to Vinayak Kini and Nityanandan.

New PG Course Another feather was added to the cap of Christ College when we started
the M.Sc. course in Physics with specialisation in Molecular & Crystal Physics. Under the able
leadership of Sri. N. Sundararajan, HOD of Physics, the P.G. section in Physics is making
good progress.

Celebrations The Silver Jubilee Year Celebrations of Christ College was inaugurated on
October 7, 1993 by Sri. S.M. Yahya, Hon’ble Minister for Higher Education and Wakfs.
Rev.Fr.Thomas Mampra, the Prior General of the CMI Congregation, was the Guest of
Honour. Among the other dignitaries who graced the occasion were Rev. Fr. Thomas
Kadankavil, the Rector of Dharmaram Coll'ege, and Rev. Fr. Mani Giles, the founder Principal
of Christ College. The “SILVER FEST” celebrated with great excitementand enthusiasm on
October 7, 8 and 9, 1993 marked a fitting start to the many beautiful programmes that were
to follow in the Jubilee Year.

Sports and Games, NCC, NSS, AICUF, Associations and Clubs Etc.  The various
Associations and Clubs including NCC, NSS and AICUF of the College, have, under the
able guidance of the Directors and Co-Directors of the respective units, functioned very well
during the academic year, bagging several prizes, awards, certificates, etc. In sports and
games too, the performance of Christ College was outstanding. A special mention must be
made here of “Chri-Spo-Fest”, an Inter-Collegiate Tournament that was meant to celebrate
the Silver Jubilee Year of our College. Since | have to limit myself to the time allotted to me,
I am not venturing to give a detailed report onall of the above; There will be a separate report
about our co-curricular activities presented later. [ avail this opportunity to congratulate the
students, and place on record our sincere gratitude to the members of the staff who have
trained and guided our students in the various co-curricular and extra-curricular activities.




The Kannada Sangha of Christ College, which has had glittering achievements to its credit in
the past, has celebrated this year the 20th anniversary of its inception. The Kannada Sangha
of Christ College has published eight books during this academic year, thus bringing the total
number of books published by it to 94. “NATAKA ABHIRUCHI KENDRA” the drama
wing of Christ College Kannada Sangha, presented this year its second production-a play by
P. Lankesh, entitled “SANKRANTHI”. ‘Sankranthi’ has won 11 awards at different Inter-
Collegiate Drama festivals. My special congratulations to Mr. Chaitanya, a student of our I1I
B.A. class and all organisers and actors and actresses of ‘Sankranthi’.

Condolence :
Amidstall the glitter and thrills of the year inreview, however, there occurred two tragicevents
that plunged everyone into deep sorrow and grief - the untimely demise of Rev. Fr. Antony
Chirathalackal, CMI, HOD of Hindi, and of A. Gopakumar, a student of I PCMB(C). Fr.
Antony, the beloved friend and benefactor of thousands, passed away on September 27, 1993
following complications arising from diabetes and a stroke. A. Gopakumar drowned in his
native village in Kerala. I place on record the heartfelt condolence of the whole college
community. May their souls rest in peace.

Final Observation

Before I wind up let me share with you a bit of my heart: I am very proud of our staff
and students. Since we have great staff and great students, Christ College has become a
source of attraction to many. The rush at the time of admissions speaks volumes of this fact.
1 would like to urge you all once again- “Let us keep up our noble traditions, let us pull
ourselves together and let us continue to grow”. As I mentioned in the beginning, we are
together striving to achieve a noble goal: to make Christ College a Top, Class Institution in
the City. I wish to emphasize the word together, for just one individual alone, or dozens of
individuals, or hundreds of individuals , for that matter, cannot do it all by themselves. We
need the co-operation and commitment of each and every staffand student of Christ College.
Only if we can stand together can we achieve our noble goals. Paraphrasing the old maxim,
let me state “United we grow, divided we stagnate”.

‘JAI HIND’

Rev. Dr. Antony Kariyil CMI
Principal




Jaws

Awakened by a shooting pain,

The Lord and the devil I do curse.
Though my gums I have (o nurse
Thanks to bacterial reign,

To the Ortho I must rush.

“Molars in bad shape” says he.

Say I “Chocolates are very dear to me 2
To this a stern reply causes me to flush,
“Your cavities I will fill.

For a local I’ll give you this pill”.

And he digs in my mouth,

As if for gold in Africa South.

If this sounds to you naive

Let me tell you, it pains me grave.

- Satyajit Venkatraman
I B.Com

LearnN 1O LivE

Learn to speak, frank & fair
Learn to Love, Learn to care,
Learn to take & Learn to give,

Above all, Learn to Live.

If you live life like this,

You shall live in style and bliss,
Admired & adored by one & all,
Be he big, or be he small.

Paths of truth lead to light,
Which hold you big & bright,
Which teach you, how to forgive,
Therefore I say Learn to Live !

- Jan Mohammed
Il B.Com.

Love is said to be blind, but | know lots of fellows

in love who can see twice as much in their

sweethearts as | can.

- Billings

Slemha ot s v
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The Price of Freedom

The parakeet screeched in its tiny gilded
cage. Anger and frustration were evident
in the harshness of its voice. Forone week, it

had been confined to this ornate prison. -

Food came in plenty but remained
uneaten,feétered and exuded an unpleasant
odour. The enraged bird fluttered noisily,
upturning its bowl of water and drenching
its tousled feathers.

The little girl watched with fascination, as
her feathered pet relentlessly performed its
antics. One week ago, she had noticed the
exuberant flocks of parakeets which de-
scended from the azure sky like green
arrows. Their target was a flowering coral
tree in the courtyard . The birds loved to
feast on the nectar hidden in the scarlet
coral blossoms .

Moving her wheelchair to the window, she
gazed with rapt wonder at the screeching
birds, squabbling in the lush canopy . That
evening, as [ sat at my desk, I felt a tug on
my sleeve . I looked up into the eager eyes
of my niece. She quietly told me, in her
charming way that she wanted a pet para-
keet. I smiled and nodded my assent. Two
hours later, I was back with a restless
bird securely confined in a gold - coloured
cage.

It warmed my heart to see my little niece
bubble with laughter. At the tender age of
eight, she was fatefully denied the freedom

and simple pleasures that other children
were fortunate to have. I had observed her
watching with wistful eyes as the urchins
noisily celebrated the first summer show-
ers. It had pained me to see her smile
hopelessly through her tears. May be the
parakeet would banish those unspoken

thoughts from her mind.

I was jolted back to reality by a shrill shriek
from the parakeet. I looked at the green
prisoner tirelessly climbing the bars of its
cage. The red eyes and their dark pupils
glinted with a suppressed fury that startled
me. The bird seemed to be voicing unspo-
ken curses at me. The parakeet screeched
again and this time I smiled to myself,
amused by its clowning. Yesterday, before
[ left forwork, my niece told me to bring the
cage down and place it on the table. On my
asking why, she casually replied that it was
for “seeing Pappu from near.” Pappu,
incidentally,was her pet's name. I returned
in the evening to an unusually silent house.
My niece was at the window again, gazing
intently into the foliaceous branches of the
coral tree. Her wheelchair prevented her
from standing up. I looked out to see a
pandemonious flock of parakeets darting
among the scarlet blooms like emerald ar-
rows. Sensing something wrong, I shot a
glance at the table. My fears were con-
firmed : the gilded cage was empty.




Pointing to the vacant cage,l asked my
niece as gently as could, “Where’s Pappu?”
[ found myselfstaring into the mostappeal-
ing, innocent eyes I have ever seen in a
human face.

“He looked so — so sad when he saw his
friends playing in the tree,” she lisped, “I
also felt sad when I saw him crying. So I
opened his cage.”

Something stirred inside me - a brief,
sudden pang. Perhaps there was a frown

creasing my brow, so she asked me if I
was angry with her.

Swallowing hard to fight the lump in my
throat, I shook my head . I hugged her frail
form and gently kissed her tender cheek.

Only prisoners know the price of freedom.

Bijoy Venugopal
I B.A.(JPEng)

* * * *® *

& & * & *

“Woman without her man is a savage”. When this sentence was given to the
class to punctuate correctly, it was found that the boys understooditone way,
the girls another. Boys took it as “Woman, without her man, is a savage”;
girls took it as, “Woman ! Without her, man is a savage”.

*

The Moral Science Lecturer announced that next week he would give a
special lecture and in the meantime, he wanted everyone to read the
seventeenth chapter of Mark. A week later, he asked all those in the class
who had read the seventeenth chapter of Mark, to raise their hands. Almost
everyone did so. “Justas I thought”, the lecturer said. “My lecture will be
on Honesty. There are only Sixteen Chapters in the Book of Mark”.

%k

The lecturer had just concluded a review of the day’s lesson. “And now,
children,” he enquired, “who can tell me what we must do before we can
expect forgiveness of sin?” There was a pause, but finally one boy spoke
up. “Well,” he mused, “first we have to sin”.

* * * * *

* & & * &

by M. Varghese
I CAMS
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An Essay on Drug Abuse

The World Health Organization (WHO)
showed grave concern, over the increasing
problem of drug abuse among young individu-
als in many countries, particularly developing
countries including India.

Researchers in this field reported that drug
.abuse in "Indian colleges and universities is

rapidly increasing.

The drugs commonly abused are :

1)  Minor tranquilizers

2) Alcohol

3) Amphetamines

4) Cannabis, Marijuana, Opium,
' Hashish and Tobacco

5) Non-barbiturate sedative

Before we discuss about the ill-effects of these
drugs, let us know the causes or actiological
factors for drug abuse. Psychiatrists, who are
‘ackling this problem, found three factors for
the same. They are :

1)  Heredity
2)  Psychological factors and
3)  Environmental factors.

1) HEREDITY : One hypothesis is now
acknowledged that genetic factors may have
some role to play in the aetiology of drug abuse.
Certain behavioural tendencies can be
inherited in the child.

2) PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS : Studies
have shown that parental deprivation and lack
of proper love and affection in early childhood
are the causes for all psychological disorders
including drug abuse. In “Broken Homes”, or
“Cold Homes” where the interaction between
parents is minimal, a child develops insecurity,
helplessness and anxiety and his/her personal-
ity development process gets considerably
disturbed, resulting in this habit of drug abuse
at a later stage.

3) ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS : Bad
company, no facility to get formal education,
poverty, malnutrition etc., play a major role in
drug dependency, as inadequate knowledge of
social normsand culture defuse theirsuper-ego
and they fail to realize that drug abuse is
nothing but a suicidal act. On the other hand,
these drugs produce sedation, somnolence, a
variety of mood changes, which depending on
both, the dose and situation, induce feelings of
well-being, self-confidence, talkativeness,
grandiosity, garrulousness and apathy, when
one starts consuming drugs. But once the
dependency is established, these drugs lead
ultimately to psychosis, in which anxiety,
apprehension, suspicion, paranoid ideas, ideas
of reference and persecutory delusions occur.

MANAGEMENT: Unfortunately, supportive
measures at the community level in India are
lacking for the management of drug abuse. A
patient goes to the hospital only when :

1)

he has no money to buy drugs

11



2) he is in conflict with the law

3)  he suffers from physical illness, and
finally

4)  he cannotbear the withdrawal symp-
toms.

It is better to get rid of this bad habit in the
beginning itself. The following therapies are
suggested for the treatment of drug abuse :

1) SUPPORTIVE PHARMACOTHERAPY :
Consisting of a combination of tranquilizers,
anti-depressants, hypnotics and nutrients.

2) INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOTHERAPY:
Patients should take psychological advice and
counselling etc. from a trained clinical psy-
chologist.

3)BEHAVIOUR THERAPY : Relaxationand
behaviour modification are the best methods to
overcome this problem.

4) YOGATHERAPY : Concentration, medita-
tion, postures (Asanas), deep breathing exer-
cises (Pranayamas) are suggested.

5) RELIGIOUS THERAPY : Belief in God,
following of right moral and social values,
prayers and right conduct can bring about a
tremendous change in one’s attitude and
motivation.

So let us say good-bye to drugs and lead a

happy life.

PADMASHRI BALODHI
I B.Sc.

Knowledge itself is power

- Francis Bacon

Nothing is ours except time

- Seneca

There is no substitute for hard work

- Thomas Alva Edison

Good memories are lost jewels

- Paul Valery

Memory is the mother of all wisdom

- Aescimlus

Vinu Prasad P.
- Il PCMB




Shadofus of the Mind

There were flowers strewn on my path .........

Flowers of crimson ..... flowers of delight !

The green fields held sway and seemed to beckon me by
Xofider there stood the lone sentinel,

Staff in one hand : he stood with a foreboding look !

“Pray let me by”, I pleaded,

“This world has been cruel to me for long.

Now I've seen light, so let me by.

Yonder lies the green meadows, yonder still the plains.
Oh! I have seen light at last, so please let me by !”

He looked down at me with blood-shot eyes,

and then leaning down on his staff, he whispered :

“Life’s not been fair to you my friend !

But I have orders not to let you in !!!

Go back to where you come from, these gates are barred to rest!”

“Go back? Go back to that lonely desert?

Where there are no meadows, no plains to pass me by,
No flower ever grows there, nor do birds fly,

I came in search of meadows to loll around .....

I came in search of happiness, pray let me by !”

But the man with the staff just stared at me,
My pleadings did not touch him .........

And with that staff of his he waved me on
One last look at the meadows in spring,
And I walked back down the lovely road .....

- Rajesh P.1.
II BA (J.P.Eng.)
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Tailor-Made Genes

(Winner of First Prize in Essay-writing at ‘Autumn Muse’,
StJohn’s Medical College, Bangalore).

“Genetic engineering is a deliberate modi-
fication of existing organisms and potential
generation of totally new types of organ-
isms”.

If these words hadn’t been engraved in the
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1 would have
laughed them off as lines from a Speilberg
scale horror movie. But they were very
much there and very much the truth.

A few blood curdling possibilities flashed
through my mind.

“Please sit down Madam. Now would you
like a boy ora girl? Boy. Whatdo youwant
him to become? Doctor? Good, good.
Would you like him to be tall? Medium
height? What kind of hair........ o

Or may be we’ll see an advertisement that
proclaims:

“Buy our cute little gene scramble pet. The
dog that moos, smells like a rose and
climbs trees. Limited issue of special col-
lectors’ species, with extra long wings.”

This may sound rather silly, but when you
know for fact that scientists have combined
the genes ofa firefly with those of a tobacco
plant, to create a tobacco plant that flashes
intermittently, then things take on a sinister
hue.

‘Genetic Engineering’ is another name for
‘Biotechnology’ which is another name for
‘Playing God’. Once you are able to isolate
genes and manipulate them, literally any-
thing is possible.

The research being done on humans at
present is to isolate the genes that cause
hereditary diseases like sickle-cellanaemia.
Thisis called ‘geneticsequencing’, and talk
is onabout ‘genetic screening’. This means
that youcanapply fora jobandthen be told,
“I’m sorry, but your gene sequence shows
you are likely to have a heart attack in ten
years.”

Many scientists say that genetic engineer-
ing will not do more than cure diseases,
they won’t allow it. But then, for every
group of scientists, who opposed the nu-
clear bomb, there was one scientist who

14



supported it, otherwise how else would it
have developed? The innocent plan to
prevent diseases can very easily develop
intoserving the dream of, say, having ‘Cus-
tom Made Kids’. This will certainly fulfill
the Indian dream of wanting only doctors
or engineers. The ultrasound scan will be
replaced by a computerized ‘Mix the
Cocktail Kid of your Choice’ machine.
And so the computer mixes up your kid
and, in the way computers do, adds when
it’s supposed to subtract, and then you’ll
end up with a doctor that barks, or an
engineer that photosynthesizes. This brings
us to genetic cloning.

Can you imagine if film buff parentssay, “I
want a son who looks like Amitabh
Bachhan”. Imagine a country where you
keep bumping into Amitabhs of all shapes
and sizes, or perhaps Pooja Bhatts......
hmmmm, maybe there is a plus point here
after all.

But on the more serious side, genetic pre-
determinationcanaffect the sexratio, which
can have serious sociological effects.
Disease was put here for a purpose, and
the last thing Earth needs is a new species
of ‘Super-Immune Humans’ who die only
of old age at 300 years.

“We have discovered the secret of life”,
shouted Francis Crick after they had unrav-

elled the structure of DNA. But were we
meant to pry and discover secrets? How
are we qualified to play with the very basis
of life? Playing with our genes is like a child
takingaparta clock. Who knows what will
suddenly spring out, flinging cogs all over.
Suppose it has to be put back together
again,canwe? Or will our creations go out
of control? Annihilation is already in the
hands of Man, but are those hands dex-
terous enough to handle evolution? Nature
took aeons to create Man. The only job, we
are entrusted with, is to fuse Nature’s codes
into a new being. We are only at the
assembly level, are we skilled enough to
run the whole factory?

That famous drawing of the evolution of
Man, from a hunched up ape, slowly
becoming more upright- what will the next
picture be? A button-eyed, tentacled mon-
ster? A shapeless blob?

Einstein, when propounding his Theory of
Relativity said, “God does not play dice”.
He knows what He is doing. And if God
does not play dice, then Man should not
play God. Nature knows what She is doing,
let’s just leave it up to Her.

Gautam Raja
I BA. JPEng
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Friend Extraordinaire

What would you say about a friendship be-
tween a naive sixteen-year-old and a saga-
cious fifty-year-old?

Well, Thappened, for better or for worse, tobe
a happy- go-lucky, enthusiastic, candid, im-
pulsive...... -the epithets are ad infinitum, but
it will suffice to say - an archetypal sixteen-
year-old. I believed in being rebellious be-
cause | wanted freedom- freedom to do ex-
actly whatI pleased without need for permis-
sion. I believed in making my own decisions,
in being independent. But, who could trust
the quirks of fate? Banal chatter aside, one
bright, sunny day impulse struck.” Dad’s
birthday was a few days away and [ had a
sudden urge to give him a present. I neverdid
have such rash impulses but when the thought
persisted, I could only but humour it.

Anyway, I scrimped and saved and bought
Dad a very special gift. Itdidn’t matter that
it happened to be as trite as a pen - it was still
special, because it was the thought that
counted. With absolute stealth, | managed to
smuggle it into the house, without revealing
the surprise.

After much anticipation, the day that twisted
my life around, arrived - hold your breath, the
curtain rises - and I, the protagonist, had a fit
of nerves. It was the most inappropriate time
forunwanted, unforeseen, unimaginable (des-

perate?) complications. I was supposed to
embarrass Dad - of course, the thought was
subconscious - not get mushy myself. I
strengthened myself and with a lot of fanfare
and drama swirled out my hand from behind
my back, brandishing the gift and droppeda
small, lightand - mostimportantly - delicately
wrapped package - I realized that my middle
name must have just changed from “Om-
nipotent” to “Calamity”. Avoiding Dad’s
eyes I picked up the jinxed gift without too
much damage. I, who was renowned tor my
deeply emotional, impromptu dialogues was
tongue tied. So, I juststretched out my hand.
It sure was a contrast to the previous attempt
- proof that I learnt fast. But, trust my Dad -
my absolutely autocratic Dad- to be a wet
blanket by asking something as insipid as
“What is that?” Actually, I should have
expected it - wasn’t it common knowledge
that fathers did have an uncanny knack of
spoiling the fun? Nevertheless, I pasted a
Cheshire grinon my face and beamed, “Come
on Dad, take it. It’s a surprise for your
birthday” I was positively squirming and Dad
looked so cool and collected — bored was
more like it.

He reached out. Whew ! at last the precious
ruins were outof my hands. Itwas beginning
to become a bit too heavy (who said I was
immune to psychological delusions?). But-
hold it - my efforts weren’t in vain. Dad
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began to show traces of embarrassment. I
always have believed in the sunshine at the
end of a dark tunnel.Opening the package,
Dad was painfully slow and I took pride to
think that it was because his hands were
unsteady. Raising my eyes to his face I
noticed that Dad looked inordinately pleased
about something though he was making a
valiant attempt to conceal it. I suddenly
realised that I was feeling pretty good too.
Dad’s voice surfaced - at last - a bit gruffly.
With a parody of a smile he said. “You
shouldn’t have ( I was elated, ecstatic...)
bought this - it isn’t of good quality. Justa
waste of money. “Crestfallen & dejected, for
one infinitesimal second I contemplated
walking off to lick my wounds in private. But
after the flash of anger and acute disappoint-
ment came enlightment. Dad was trying to
mask his embarassment by feigning indiffer-
ence. It was so endearing and so was he. |
was perplexed by the intensity & complexity
of my emotions. Dad must have been think-
ing so too because before I could get in a
~word he returned a simple ‘thank you!” But,
his joy and pleasure manifested itself on his
face for all to read. At this point of time my
life changed for the much, much better.

Everything else but my Dad faded into ob-
livion. He was in the midstofa very touching
but incomprehensible- to me- speech when
he paused & said, “Do you know you resem-
ble a fish?” I hastily snapped my mouth shut
& reorganised my shock-affected thoughts
into a coherent mass. I perceived that my
father was whole heartedly accepting my

hand - held out in friendship. Whether it was

an enormous effort on my Dad’s part or
simply the power of love, is beyond my
perception: but we were building a friend-
ship defying the bounds of age and intellect—
itwas the firm foundation of a cherished and
unique relationship.

We had our share of awkward moments, but
it didn’t take us long nor was it too much
trouble - shedding our inhibitions and reach-
ing out. Of course, the gesture of friendship
was late - sixteen years too late - but better
late than never. We had a lot of catching up
todo. We satthrough many nights, traversing
through a kaleidoscope of emotions,
reminiscenting and arguing while uncon-
sciously reinforcing the bond we shared. I
was so glad I held out my hand and did not let
the fear of the risk I was taking impede me.
Perhaps it was my innate impulsiveness that
triggered it off but our friendship was meant
to be so. That simple act of love solved
innumerable problems that existed and could
have sprouted for as simple a reason as lack
of communication and understanding. I have
learnt of humility, of the pleasure in giving
and sharing and above all I have learnt of the
power of love. Today Dad is not just a friend,
he is my friend, philosopher and guide -
unparalleled.

Divya Devanathan
11 PUC(PCMB)
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Down Memory Lane
25 Years of Christ College - “A Retrospection”

From the Annuals of 24 years, snippets of information are picked up, which trace the
history of the college to the present day.

Christ College was the dream-child of Fr. (later Bishop) Jonas Thaliath,Rector of
Dharmaram College.

The foundation stone of the College was laid on the 24th of September, 1966 and blessed
by Rt. Rev. Joseph Caprio, Pronuncio to India.On completion of the main block, the
building was blessed by Fr.Theophane Kanjooparambil CMI,Rector, Dharmaram
College,on July 15,1969.

Rev. Fr. Mani Giles became the first Principal of the College.

THE COLLEGE - A GROWING EDIFICE

The founding fathers of the college cherished very high ambitions about the college. As
the very motto of the college - “Excellence and Service” indicates the founding fathers
wanted this temple of learning to excel in every field of activity. With this end in view,
they tried their best to provide material for quality education in curricular, co-curricular
and extra-curricular activities.

In the light of these expectations, the college was started from the academic year 1969
- 70 with six sections of PUC - four in Science and one each in Commerce and Arts. In
July 1970, once the college obtained the University’s permission, two combinations of
Arts (History, Economics and Political Science; and Psychology, Sociology and English),
two combinations of Science (Physics, Chemistry and Maths; and Chemistry, Botany and
Zoology) and one Commerce section were started at the degree level.

In 1971 - 72, laboratories for Physics and Chemistry were set up, while other labs were
considerably strengthened. In the Arts faculty, Psychology was introduced as a subject
for the first time at the degree level.
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The year 1973 was one of great significance to the college and its students for, the first
batch of the University graduates left the Institution. A new physical chemistry lab was
set up during the year.

The editorial of the 1975 magazine gave the following impression of the college - “1975
is the International Women’s year. We don’t have much to say about it : ours is a men’s
college”.

In 1978 - 79 a long standing demand for a college canteen was finally satisfied.

The academic year 1979 - 80 witnessed a new dimension being added to the college - lady
students were admitted to degree courses. At the end of this year, there were 23 lady
students on the rolls.

A new library block was sanctioned by the BDA and the foundation stone was laid by
Rev. Dr. Thomas Mampra, Rector, on the 17th of October, 1984,with Fr.Augustine
Joseph (Principal), as the moving force behind it. This marked the beginning of a new era
in the developmental works of the college. The existing stage in the quadrangle was
reconstructed into a wider one, which exists, with its charismatic charm and dignity, to
this day.

A new course for the Pre-University students - Electronics (PCME Combination) was
started from 1985.

The library block was completed and inaugurated on the 12th of February, 1987.Ithouses
a substantial number of books, added over the years, and to this day remains one of the
best of its kind in Bangalore.

During 1989 - *90, a new course CAMS was introduced at the Pre- University level and
Electronics was introduced as an optional subjectat the degree-level. A Computer Centre
was started with photocopying facility. The Computer Centre, yet another masterpiece,
is today used by diploma students as well as degree students of Managementand Science.

The academic year 1991 - *92 witnessed further growth, as the college began to break
fresh grounds, this time in the areas of Business & Hotel Management. Degree-level
courses leading the students to emerge as graduates in the fields of Business Management
and Hotel Management were introduced. Similarly, Journalism was introduced as
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another optional subject at the degree-level. In the Arts faculty, the first post-graduate
course of the college, M.A. in Sociology was yet another innovation.

The foundation stone of the New Block (Block - IT) was laid by Rev. Fr. Mani Giles and
blessed by Rev. Fr. Thomas Mampra on the 3rd November, 1990.

The new Block-II, another imposing structure, came up during this year, which was
inaugurated by Fr. Mani Giles, Rector, Dharmaram College, on 3rd July, 1991. The block,
which came up to cater to a growing demand from the student-community, includes a
superb Hotel Management lab and a refreshingly pleasant and modern Conference Hall.

Another significant event was the inauguration of the “Old Christites Association” by
Rev. Fr. Mani Giles, Rector, Dharmaram college, on the 16th of March, 1991.

From 1993 - "94 a new post graduate degree course, M.Sc. (Physics), was introduced
strengthening the college’s claim for an autonomous status.

ADMINISTRATION - A Priestly Experience :

The college is managed by Carmelite Priests called the CMIs, (Carmelites of Mary
Immaculate), and it is a sister institution of Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram which is located
in the adjacent campus.

The first Principal of the college was Rev. Fr. Mani Giles (1969-78;1979-83) while he was
also the Head of the Dept. of Botany.

Rev. Fr. Augustine Joseph (Dept. of History), who joined the college staff in 1975,
became the Principal of the college in 1983 (1983-89). He was the officiating Principal
during the year 1978 - *79, for 17 months, when Rev. Fr. Mani Giles was away in the
United States on a work assignment. During the same year, 1978,came Rev. Fr. Antony
Kariyil (Dept. of Sociology). who is today the Principal, in the 25th year of the existence
of the college. Rev. Dr. Thomas Kadankavil, Rector, Dharmaram College, is the
President of Christ College Society during this year of Jubilee.

Other prominent priests who were managers of the college: Dr.John Chethimattam
(1972-75), Dr. Mathias Mundadan (1975-78), Dr. Eustace Thottan (1978-81), Dr. Justin
Koipuram (1981-84) and Dr. Thomas Mampra (1984-90).
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In 1989, Rev. Fr. Antony Kariyil, the Head of the Dept.of Sociology, Library warden
and in-charge of Moral Science and Scripture, became the 3rd Principal of the college.

Rev. Fr. Mani Giles, the founder Principal of Christ College, retired after completing 21
years of distinguished service, and became the Rector of Dharmaram college and
President of Christ College Society. The Principal Rev. Dr. Kariyil, while paying tributes
to Rev. Fr. Giles, said on his retirement - “Rev. Fr. Mani Giles belongs to that rare tribe
of scholars, whose commitment is to scholarship and teaching and the maintenance of
standards in education”. The Chirst College Annual for the year 1991 - 92 was given the
title “Smruthi” meaning memories, particularly in view of Rev. Fr. Mani Giles’ retirement.

It is indeed, a matter of pride that the administration is targeting an autonomous status
forthe college. Forall practical purposes, the college is virtually adeemed university, what
with all the faculties it possesses at different levels ! The credit for the all-round
achievements, by far should without doubt, go to the CMI administration.

ACADEMICS - The Focal Point :

The multi-faceted personality of the college and its students would be complete only with
a summary of the “academic excellence” the college has achieved down the years.

It all began in 1970, when P. V. Jose, an arts student, secured the 2nd rank in the state
in the Pre-University examinations of April 1971. The wheel, in fact, came a full circle
this year when Vinayak Kini topped the commerce batch at the P.U.Board examination
of April 93 followed by Nityanandan, who came a close 6th.

In 1973, the first batch of would-be graduates left the institution. The editorial of the
college Annual carried the following message “for many a student, a degree is only a
stepstone to higher storeys of knowledge, but to others it signifies the end to formal
college education. We wish the outgoing students all the best in whatever they may be
doing, and plenty of palmy days. The happy memories they have left behind are ours to
keep; perhaps theirs too”.

Over the years, the college has bagged umpteen University ranks, including the 1st rank
in the B.Sc. and B.A. exams, many of which were procured in the 1970s.

Academics once again took the centre-Stage with the arrival of Rev. Fr. Antony Kariyil.
In his opinion, the first two decades of the college signified the end of the first stage of
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growth of the college. He, therefore, decided to embark on the second stage witha focus
on 3 major areas :

1) Enforcing discipline and strict insistence on attendance in class.

2) Better service by the teaching and non-teaching staff.

3) Startingnew coursesand working for the realisation of the dream to make Christ
College an autonomous institution.

Innovative programmes, which were introduced as a follow-up to these objectives, were
an insistence on regular attendance, computerisation of results and attendance, frequent
contacts with parents, regularly conducted tests and examinations, weekly classes in
Moral Science and an emphasis on discipline.

The college today has Pre- University, degree and post-graduate courses in Arts, Science,
Commerce, Management and is keeping other related courses in the pipeline.” It is”, in
the words of Shri. S. M. Yahya, Honourable Minister for Higher Education, Govt. of
Karnataka - “One of the finest institutions”, a truly deserving institution for an
autonomous status.

NATIONAL CADET CORPS (N.C.C.)- A unit to be reckoned with :

The N.C.C. unit under the command of 2/Lt. Srinivasa Raju, began its activities and
achieved many credits immediately after inception. In the very same year, 1970, Basil
Hobkirk (I B.Com), became the first student to represent the college on Republic Day
in Delhi. He won the title of Best Cadet of Mysore State, and the V.V. Giri shield.
Continuing this tradition, a select few represent the college at the Republic Day parade
in New Delhi, every year. ;

Mr. James Alumkara took over the unit after Mr. Srinivasa Raju left for higher studies
in 1972.

In 1980 - °81, Mr. James Alumkara was promoted to the rank of Captain by the Ministry
of Defence. He was selected as the Parade Commander by the Directorate of Karnataka
and Goa.

Significantly, many of the N.C.C. cadets donated blood to the victims of the Venus
Circus fire in various hospitals. Recognition came from the Govt. of Karnataka—in




appreciation of the outstanding work our NCC wing had performed since its inception;
the college was presented with the best institution trophy of Karnataka staie by the then
Chief Minister, on behalf of the NCC. It was an achievement that would be repeated in
the years to come.

Over the years, the N.C.C. experience has helped cadets to secure admission in
professional colleges. The unit has had regular representatives not only to the R-Day
parade, butalso in activities such as trekking, para-sailing and horse-riding. It is, indeed,
amatter of honour that the College N.C.C. unit has been selected yearafter year to present
a guard of honour to the Governor at the Annual Convocation of the University.

Officer James Alumkara was awarded, in 1982,the Commendation Card by the Director
General of N.C.C., presented to him by the Chief Minister of Karnataka. The same year,
our cadets bagged the award at the Annual Shooting Competition and horse-riding
sessions were commenced for a select 10 cadets.

In 1988, Mr. James Alumkara was conferred the rank of Major, another feather in the
N.C.C. cap.

The NCC wing, led by Major Alumkara andably assisted by 2/L.t Xavier Vincent, has time
and again proved thatitis a Unittobe reckoned with. The accolades collected by the NCC
hitherto shall be transformed into so many more laurels, to be picked up in the years to
come.

NATIONALSERVICE SCHEME (NSS) -”With malice towards none, with charity
towards all” :

The NSS was introduced in 1970 - >71 and 80 students constituted the first members.
Village up-liftment programmes such as sanitation, health facilities, literacy as well as
town planning, have constituted the core activities of the NSS over the years.

In 1972 -’73, the NSS volunteers rendered useful , humane and significant service under
Mr. Kalimulla and the late Prof. Shastry in NIMHANS, TB sanitarium and the home for
the mentally retarded, in addition to serving the rural areas.

The NSS has regularly organised camps in order to enable the students to experience life
styles of the village as well as to carry out developmental work. Every year a particular
village was adopted for up-liftment by the college for around 10 days, where the NSS
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performed extremely well providing much- needed services to rural masses. During the
late 70’s and-early 80’s it was our Principal Rev. Fr. Antony Kariyil who led the NSS to
inspired performances of social service.

The NSS volunteers conducted a special eye- camp with co- operation from the
Opthalmic Hospital, Bangalore in 1982 and have come up with blood donation camps
off and on. Many of the camps were organized in sponsored villages. The eye- camp for
instance, was held in Begur, a tiny village in the state.

In 1984, the NSS and NCC together undertook an afforestation drive and a blood
dornation camp. The NSS sponsored a school in the same year and in the process
constructed a drinking water tank, repaired the roof and did many other services.

The NSStoday inthe true spiritof Lincoln’s ideas “with malice towards none, with charity
towardsall” -isledby Mr.Syed Azeez(incidentally anold Christite himself) and continues
to render selfless service dedicated to the national cause.

THE KANNADA SANGHA - an Institution of Kannada and Culture :

In 1972 - *73, the Kannada Sangha, a brainchild of the Kannada Dept., began in a small
way, with the aim to foster and nurture literary talent in Kannada. The Sangha has, over
a period of two decades, published books, directed plays and actively been involved in
the literary and cultural scenario of the state of Karnataka.

The Sangha conducted its activities in the form of competitions in literary fields. Its
most significant contribution came from the publishing of quality novels, poetry. and
drama, many of which were prescribed for the University. The Sangha has been picking
up momentum with every passing year and is recognised widely for its literary
contributions.

During the year 1980, the Sangha brought out the first translation of the “Imitation of
Christ”. Distinguished Kannada literary personalities like Dr. V.K. Gokak and Late Dr.
Masti Venkatesh Iyengar, visited the Sangha during the year.

In 1982, the Sangha held a symposium on Late Dr. Bendre, an author whose works have
been reviewed time and again by the Sangha.

In 1982 - *83, the Sangha celebrated its tenth anniversary. The Hindu newspaper wrote
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the following lines about the Sangha - “On the tenth anniversary of the Sangha, let us offer
amany-coloured bouquet. What makes the Sangha of the college unique is its difference,
originality and silence”. The Sangha’s publications have been receiving many Sahitya
Akademi awards.

On the 3rd of February, 1988, the Kannada Sangha celebrated its 15th anniversary, a
celebration that coincided with the release of the 50th book published by the Sangha. The
Sangha has published 92 books to date.

The activities of the Sangha reached new heights in the twentieth year of its existence,
when it floated “Nataka Abhiruchi Kendra” of Christ college. The Kendra aimed at
developing and fostering a theatre movement among the students of the college. In its
very first year and maiden venture, the Kendra topped the Bangalore University Inter -
collegiate Kannada Drama Competition,staging, “ Dangeya Munchina Dinagalu™.

The Kannada Sangha, today, is a premier cultural and literary organisation, which has
made successful forays into the whole gamut of activities concerning Kannada and culture.
The coming years, will only consolidate the outstanding ventures of the Sangha.

CULTURAL AND CO- CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES -Spinning a Yarn of
Success :

Student counselling, moral science and religion classes were additions made to the co-
curricular structure of the college, virtually since its inception. These co-curricular
activities take the form of Holy Mass, AICUF, etc. In 1981 -’82, the college students
published a newspaper “Campus”, which was later made a joint - campus newspaper
called “Scribe”. Almost a decade later, the effort was revived, and the journalism dept.
-the staff and the students - publishes “Christite Newstime”, every semester.

ELECTIONS :

Believing ina Democratic set-up, the college conducted regular elections every year. This
led to the representatives of students being elected and constituting the union, under
whose direction various cultural activities were held. The elections had always been a
peaceful affair, and since 1987, the union set a healthy tradition by using posters and
placards. The use of these has continued since, and even today, memberships to
associations and clubs are solicited through these colourful displays.




It was however, the occasional unpleasant aftermath of the elections that led to doing
away with them entirely from-this year. Hence elections were held, probably for the last
time, in the history of the College during 1992-93.

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES :

In 1972-73, under the auspices of the students union, the first cultural week was organised
and several competitions were conducted. This was the beginning of what was to be
an annual affair, filled with fun and frolic, to be christened * Spring Festival”.

Spring Festival was held for the first time in January’73 as an inter-collegiate cultural
festival. The events were held at Ravindra Kalakshethra and in Christ College. In 1979,
the IX Spring Festival was held on a truly All India Level. Colleges from all over South
India, Delhi and Pune participated making the competition challenging and of a high
standard.

In 1980, the college sent its own cultural teams outstation to take part in national- level
festivals. Thus the college cultural team participatedin DEEPWOODS (Madras Christian
College)andother cultural festivals in Trichy and Delhi. The College secured highoverall
ranks at these compeitions. A Talent’s Week -an annual feature since- was held for the
first time.

In 1982, a Pre-University Festival was held, exclusively for the Junior Colleges, apart
from the Spring Festival, which witnessed considerable participation. Rock Groups -
Imbroglio and 13 AD performed in the college as part of the celebrations. Indian dance
was a new item introducted to revive our cultural heritage.

Western music has always been a stronghold of the college. The tradition is kept alive
year after year as music teams sweep the honours in all the events they participate in. It
was befitting, therefore, that the college had the rare privilege of being selected as the
venue for the performance of the visiting artistes from the Soviet Union and the college
hosted the “Leontieve Pop Music” as part of the Festival of the USSR in India in
collaboration with the Department of Kannada and Culture, Government of Karnataka
on the 23rd of December 1987.

In 1990, the Spring Fest was cut down to size on account of a shift in emphasis on
discipline. Changes were brought about for the better of the festival, “With a view to
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making it a festival of Christ College”. The college quiz-club, christened “Quisteria”
performed outstandingly well and was a trend -setter for other cultural activities.

While the Spring Fest was abandoned in 1992, on account of student unrest, the 25th year
of the college witnessed the Silver Jubilee being marked by conducting Silver Fest, 1993.
Reviving memories of Spring Fest, the college emerged the overall champions in keeping
with a tradition spanning a decade. Silver- Fest, inaugurated by the Hon’ble Minister for
Education, SriSM Yahya, comprised events of cultural and literary nature, and colleges
and universities from all over Bangalore participated in the three-day cultural extrava-
ganza.

Christ College has always sponsored, cultivated and nurtured culture and talent. Over
the years, this approach has been streamlined and today the staff is, to a large extent,
instrumental in the creditable performance of our cultural team. We are sure that their
continued efforts in this direction will take the college to the top of the heap in terms of
activities as diverse as quiz, drama, creative-writing, music and dance.

SPORTS AND GAMES - “To Strive, to Seek, to Find and not to Yield” :

Since the inception of the college, sports and games were a significant thrust area, and
the college sportsmen have done the college proud, repeatedly representing the University
in sports and games, breaking records and annexing titles.

From the year 1970, college teams for inter-collegiate hockey, cricket and football are
being selected and given exposure at the University level. Mr. Vijaylal and Mr.
Parameshwaran constituted the first students to represent the college while playing for the
university in football and athletics.

In 1973, the annual sports were, for the first time, held at the college’s own immense
multipurpose sports field.

Naval Narielwala became the first University individual champion from our college in
1975. History was to repeat itself when Mohammed Imtiaz emerged best sportsman in
1982-83, another crowning achievement of the college. In 1975, the college again
secured the championship in the aquatic sports of the University.

In 1981, the college hockey team secured the first position, in the university-level
competition. For the first time, a student of the college - Wilfred Periera, captained the
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Bangalore University Hockey Team for the year. During the year, the Physical Director
of the College - Mr. N Vishakanta Swamy - coached the University football team, and
wasselectedas an official for the 1982 Asian Games, by the Amateur Athletics Federation
of India.

The college organised volley ball, basket ball and football tournaments at the inter-
collegiate levels, year after year. The college’s own team has had its fair share of victories
and to this day, a numberofstudents of our college find themselvesa slotin the University
team - an achievement, that speaks volumes about the talent that is present and the
impetus given by the college.

The Silver Jubilee year saw a new dimension being added in the sports arena. Apart from
a Inter- University Football Tournament, a novel sports festival - Chris-Spo-Fest'93 was
conducted by the college, as part of celebrating our 25 years. Open to colleges affiliated
to Bangalore University, the festival witnessed inter-collegiate volleyball, basket ball,
chess, hoekey and tennis being staged on the vast sports terrain of the college. [t was
a matter of pride that, for the first time, participation in these team events by lady students
was made possible. The college women’s teams did creditably enough in their debut in
inter- collegiate sports and games.

In addition to the well- known games, the students of the college have attained All-India
fame in sports such as Karate and Motor Racing as well.

All said and done, it could be appropriate to say that sports and games have always
captured the imagination of the student community and the future will witness the flame
of achievement in sports burning brighter than ever for the college.

OBITUARIES AND AU REVOIRS :

While the college has had its fair measure of fortune and glory, it would be inappropriate
to close the chapter before paying homage to those we lost along the way, while saying
“till we meet again, goodbye,” to the staff who retired over the last few years.

The year 1988 saw the retirement of two members of the staff on superannuation. Mr.
Papaiah, an attendant, who was associated with the college since its inception, retired in
October, 1987. The nightwatchman, Mr. Balan, also retired during the year 1988. Mr.
Varkey, a faculty member and Reader in English, retired on Nov. 30, 1990. Prof. HR
Ramakrishna Rao, a faculty member and the seniormost in the Physics Department, and
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who has been associated with the college since its inception, in 1969, retired on
superannuation at the end of the academic year 1992-93.

Bishop Jonas Thaliath, the founder of Christ College, passed away in November, 1982.

A major tragedy struck the college, when Prof. H D S K Shastry died in a car accident
on the 8th of February 1993. Prof Shastry had been associated with the college since its
inception as Head of the Department of Mathematics.

More recently, the Head of the Department of Hindi Rev. Fr. Antony Chirathalakkal
passed away after a prolonged illness, plunging the college into grief. Rev. Fr. Antony,
to whose memory this magazine is dedicated, joined the college in 1974-75 and had been
a “God’s good man” throughout his life. Fr. Antony fell ill in 1988-89, and since then
was on leave due to indifferenthealth. He shall be remembered for his numerous nameless
deeds of charity and kindness. ’

We also pay homage to all those of the student community who lost their young, precious
lives, during their tenure in the college. May their souls rest in peace.

CONCLUSION- END OF AN ERA :

Twentyfive years have displayed the college going from strength to strength. From a
relatively unknown entity during the first few years, the college today stands as an
institution of Excellence and Service. Brilliant performances in academics, co- curricular
and extra-curricular activities have been the hallmark of the college over the years. It has
not been uncommon for the alumni of the college to come back to their alma mater as
faculty members or as guest speakers. On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee, the
achievements over the years will only serve to enable us to rededicate ourselves, wholly
and solely, to the task of making Christ College synonymous with the ideals of its lofty
motto - “EXCELLENCE AND SERVICE”

Suchint Majmudar.
Il B.Com.,
Editor.
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BEGINNING THE YEAR ON A HIGH NOTE

" .

Teaching the Teachers to Teach:
The Staff Orientation

Posters Soliciting Membership for Associations and Clubs



REFLECTIONS '93
The Prelude to Things to Come

The Mad - Adders
The Mad-Ads Brigade on Stage

/.w @ e W

Bollywood Spoof
Reflections '93 Indian Dance Competitions

o



INTER-UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT

The Soccer - Stars!

Rev. Fr. Hedwig D'Costa SJ,
Principal of St. Joseph's
College of Arts & Science,
the Chief Guest awards the
shield to the victorious
Christ College Team



THE EVENT OF THE YEAR: SILVER FEST '93

According a traditional red-carpet reception
as the dignitaries arrive

The Chief Guest, The Hon'ble Mr. S.M. Yahya

Minister for Higher Education, Government of Karnataka
Lights the Inaugural Lamp



Indian Music Team on Stage

Great Expectations
the audience at Silver Fest

Tibet comes to Christ College
performing the "Gyasha"



SILVER FEST

CHRIST COLLEGE

Tl

The much-acclaimed Indian Music Team
performing on home-ground

;

Dramatics personae: The Staff Play




In: Year In Review

The year is 2014. It is the 9th of January. The
British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) is
92 years old and is celebrating the event with
aseries of programmes covering the events of
the last year. Inside the studios at London,
Derek Armstrong prepares to anchor the
third of his seven-part series “The year in
review”. In this episode he will be concent -
rating on India.

He starts by saying “Good Evening, and
welcome to the BBC’s yearly round-up of
events pertaining to India. Over the next hour
we look at how things in India changed in
2013. We also look towards 2014 and the
hopes and prospects that lie ahead for this
section of Asia. So stay with us”.

A commercial break ! Two minutes of adver-
tisements for Sony’s latest time machine.
The latest model claims not only to take you
to a time of your choice, but also claims that
itallows you to bring back articles from that
period. I wonder if it’s worth it. It may be
interesting to travel back to 1994 and bring
phones into which you had to insert your
finger and turn those dials !! Oh, the good old
days

" Back to Mr. Armstrong in London. Derek
starts by saying, “In India, the year began on
a controversial note with the President, Mr.
T.N. Seshan, refusing to withdraw his bill
that imposed the death penalty for all Mem-

bers of Parliament who arrived late for the
session. Mr. Seshan, in his late seventies
now, reminded Parliament Members that he
had never yielded to the threat of impeach-
ment. Mr. Seshan is the first President of
India since it adopted a ‘controlled demo-
cratic’ system (a softer version of dictator-
ship).

“The BBC’s Delhi correspondent, Andrew
Whitehead, spoke toa local resident, Mr. Raj
Malhotra, and asked him what he felt about
the change in the politicalscene. Mr. Malhotra,
in his early sixties, had this to say”.

(Clip of Whitehead interviewing Malhotra)

AW : “So Raj, tell me, what is it like in India
these days ?”

RM .: “Its wonderful. It reminds me of my
younger days when the Emergency was im-
posed. No strikes, no delays, and yes, the
blasted trains ranon time !! Seshan has brought
back that golden era. I think he’s being a bit
unfair with the death penalty, but the loss of

" a few MPs surely will not harm the country !”

AW : “What other changes over the past
couple of years has Mr. Seshan introduced?”

RM : “Well, as soon as he came to power in
2010, he abolished thatstupid Telegraph Act
of 1885. So now we 've gotover thirty foreign
networks which cover sports in India.”

30



AW : “Yes, but didn’t that move upset the
State-run TV network, what was it called
Doordarshan ?” :

RM : “Yes, it certainly did. It had to face real
competition and eventually suffered such
heavy losses that it had to be merged with
Indian Airlines !”

AW : “What is the connection, Raj, between
anairline anda TV network ? How could the
two be merged ?”

RM : “Well, both of them were always late.
Doordarshan always started its 9:45 news at
9:53 and Indian Airlines

well let’s not talk about that !”

AW : “What about Mr. Seshan’s order to the
MPs that they must clean up the defaced
walls ..... why has that still not been imple-
mented ?”

RM : “Well, when Seshan came to power, he
promised that he would not touch the judicial
system. He kept his promise and expectedly
revamped every other system in India. But
the case you have mentioned is in the hands
of the Supreme Court and it is wondering
whether to stay Seshan’s case to remove the
stay which was imposed on the case origi-
nally in 1994".

(At this point, Andrew Whitehead feels very
dizzy, for some reason !)

AW : “What about the two past Prime Min-
isters - Weepy Singh and Peewee Rao
will they be released from jail ?”

RM : “It’s difficult to say. Peewee Rao is

facing charges of mass murder after fifteen
thousand people died of heart attacks due to
excessive laughter when he claimed to be a
decisive Prime Minister !! Weepy Singh, on
the other hand, was put in after he claimed
that India had developed its own nuclear
bomb and only he knew the whereabouts of
the bomb”.

AW : “And whatever happened to that inves-
tigation - was it called the JPC or something
like that ?”

RM : “Yes this year the Supreme Court
decided that it would stay the petition filed
asking it to revoke the order

”»

AW (interrupting) : “Don’t start that again!!
So Raj, what about 2014, what do you look
forward to ?”

RM : “Its a crucial year for Seshan. His term
expires and he will be conducting elections.
His only other rival is K. P. Singh Deo.”

AW : “The same Mr. Deo who was put ina
mental assylum after he claimed that
Doordarshan was efficient ?”

RM :“Yes, the same one. He is now recover-
ing fast and promises the Indian people that
he will bring back his so-called golden era of
bureaucracy and nationalisation. He also wants
to revamp Doordarshan completely and en-
force strict laws that will enable him to start
the 9:45 news atleast by 9:48 !”

Rajiv Rajendran
Il B.Com
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Alter the Tears

Gloomy was the silence

That settled after we talked;

The infinitely grey skies

Wept profusely as I walked.

My shivering fingers crept
Towards her unfeeling face;

My aching heart wept

As I stood rooted to that fateful place.
Blood choked my voice hoarse
And set my cheeks ablaze;

My words were broken and coarse
As I watched her steady gaze.
Helplessly I stood and stared

And listened in dark despatr;

Oh, how I wish she cared

And didn’t leave me stranded nowhere !

Memories flooded my desperate eyes
And swelled there as hidden tears;
Fate had told me empty lies

And erased my secret fears.

But the sands of Time had shifted =

And the gales of Fate had blown,
Far away from me she drifted

And left me standing alone.

I turned to the pouring skies,

And cursed that dark shddow there
That had told me white lies

And left me hoping she’d care.

Stupidly gazing into her eyes,

I told her with an open heart

That I had to pay the price,

For letting love tear me apart.
Without a smile creasing her face,
She looked with frozen eyes;
Realising that love is a passing craze,

I let the tears drown my eyes.

Looking back at my shattered life,
I wished | whs never born;

If I’d known that this was love,
I’d rather be cold and dead.

- Bijoy Venugopal
I BA (J.P.Eng.)
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Respected Principal and Staff of Christ College,
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Stars in the Christite Firmament

Sports
&
Santosh Daniel,
Il B.Com.,

represented Bangalore University =
§ in football. C.S. Bopanna
Il B.Com.,
represented Karnataka at the
National games.

Christites who Represented
Bangalore University in:

&
Swimming: =
Mallika Kamath, Athietics:
IBA Anil Kumar B,
Il B.Com.
Football: =
K. Sunil Kumar, Football:
Il B.Sc. VK. Menon
& IIBA.,
&
Football:
Santosh Koshy,
HIIBA.,
Academics:

K.Bhaskar passed the

= B.Com., examination in
Hockey: 1993 with distinction and
B.E. Bopanna received a Gold Medal at
IBA, the 29th Convocation of

Bangalore University.



Sports — Women

Volley Ball

Hockey




Sports — Men

Lawn Tennis

Cricket




Basket Ball

Volley Ball

Hockey




Computers

Gone are the days of early morning ragas, the
constant drive towards perfection and the
ultimate desire of surpassing the Guru. Now
it’s time for hi-tech machines to take over as
effective and efficient generators of musical
melody in both modern and classical forms.
Music has been one of the most highly struc-
tured and information-rich forms of human
communication.

People were at first surprised when they heard
thata computer could produce music. But this
was not to be, because the music computer of
that era cost $3 million and could notdo any
better than a $5 toy piano. The man who first
invented this concept was Johann Sebastian
Bach. Though it required him some effort, “It
was a revolution, for it was the first time that
computers were used to produce music™.

Real musical sounds however are never steady.
They constantly change as they evolve. Piano
tunes, for instance begin loud and bright and
then decay to silence in a complex way that is
characteristic of the instrument. But a music
computer could produce sounds in a definite
pattern. They could produce both monophonic
(Single-voice) and polyphonic (Multi-voice)
sounds. The sound is ON or OFF depending on
whether bit fourteen was ONE or ZERO. The
hierarchy of a piece of music in a musical
computer may be as deep as that of federal
bureaucracy.

Combining a computer with musical instru-
ments may sound complicated but it is de-
scribed to be user friendly. A computer could
be connected to a drum, guitar, etc., and we
could, in turn, get the music of the respective

n Music !!

instruments. Music could be produced on a
computer by feeding in appropriate programs.
BASIC on a computer could be used to create
sound and play notes which in turn could be
used to create music. Languages like C could
also be used to produce music.

As you must be aware, modern music comput-
ers can produce Classical and Carnatic music
also. The music computers of the yester years
could not do so. Their main setback was that
they looked for an input in terms of Doe, Ray,
Mi, Fa, So, La, and Te. Foran Indian musician
who has all along played Sa, Re, Ga, Ma, Pa,
Da, Ni, Sa, these functions would be of little
use. Henge another 12different clements were
devised o produce Carnatic music like Sa,
Ril,RiZ,\ al, Ga2,Mal,Ma2,Pa,Dal, Da2,
Ni1, Ni2, which you can find in most of the
modern musical computers. Hence by the
development of music computers, man is only
a program and a keyboard away from the
listening pleasure of automatic music.

Though many years have gone by since Johann
first experimented to produce a music compu-
ter, scientists still have not stopped experi-
menting to produce a super musical computer
which could compose its own song and direct
the music for it. A time will come when music
directors will depend mainly on musical com-
puters to formulate melodies, and thattime also
is not far off when the common man will look
to a computer for audio” entertainment .

Anil Nandakumar T.
Il BSc(PME)
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Somewhere in Time

I recall the day when my father had come
back from one of his evening walks. He
was in a rather good mood.He said, “Sunil,
be ready to go to India by the time you
finish eigth grade”. Now, here I am seven
years later writing an article all about it.

[ am an only child. I spent fourteen years
of my life in the U.S. I enjoy meeting
people and I am getting a real kick out of
writing this article. I hope you find it
interesting!

Life in the U.S. was routine. The\*avera,ge
school kid would wake up‘ear,lf}' in the
morning, sometime make his own break-
fast, lock up the house and then be off to
school. 1 was one of them. This was a
routine that I followed from the third stand-
ard. onwards.

School life was full of activity. Academics
was always given a great deal of impor-
tance but the overall development of the
individual was always what really mat-
tered. Physical education was soimportant
that it was dealt with as a separate subject.
Playing games like basketball teach the
individual the importance of teamwork.
Furthermore, the feeling of working to-
getherand triumphing over another team is
overwhelming. However, one should also

have the opportunity of giving his/her best
and still lose as this is an entirely different
experience altogether. :

Tests were conducted every week. Our
results contributed to the final results
thereby making each and every single test
important. The educational system was not
structured in such a way that one’s per-
formance was judged only by exams. There
were a number of projects to do and the
scores obtained contributed a greatdeal to
the final grades at the end of the year.

Each student had a couple of hours of
homework to do everyday. Grades were
given for completing assignments. If an
assignment was not turned in, the student
would get a zero. This affected his per-
formance to a very large extent.

One would unwind at home by watching
T.V.or playing outside fora while. In this
connection it is interesting to note that the
average American watches 5-6 hours of
T.V. everyday. This is something that
worries me about STAR T.V. because |
can see some of us continuing the same
trend. Please don’t get me wrong, I think
it’s cool to watch MTV once in a while but
I don’t want to spend 25% of my life
watching T.V.
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America is a society where materialistic
values play an important role. Everything
is so systematic and people are highly
organised. The standard of living of the
average American is excellent. Many
people own luxuries such as TVs, comput-
ersand cars. Asa matter of fact, mostofthe
families in America own at least one car.

The American way of life appears to be
glamorous toan outsider. In many respects
it is a comfortable way of life. However,
I am of the opinion that what really counts
in life is happiness or self-contentment.
Materialistic values can only bring about
superficial happiness.

When I was in America I felt incomplete.
Perhaps it was because I didn’t have any
brother or sister. Nevertheless, there was
always something missing in my life. I
guess | was ready for a change.

In 1988, [ moved, to Bangalore with my
parents. I had the phenomenal experience
of staying ina joint family withover twenty
people. It was slightly difficult at first but
it was a unique learning experience. I
learned a great deal about people ina short
span of time. On the whole I went through
a cultural shock but my parents were al-
ways there to fall back upon every step of
the way.

School life was intriguing. I found myself
playing basketball once again. The basic
structure of the curriculum was entirely

“different and I found certain new subjects

quite interesting. On the other hand, I
really had to break my head trying to
remember some of the names in History .

At the moment, | am a member of a student
organisation called AIESEC. It is like
having asecond family. I keepmyselfbusy
throughout the day by going to college,
taking care of family work or running
around for AIESEC. On the whole, life in
India is full of surprises and what makes me
look forward to waking up every morning
is my curiosity about what the new day has
in store for me.

I would like to conclude by saying that in
the long run money is not actually what
counts. Happiness or self contentment is
what really makes a difference.

School and college are supposed to provide
an atmosphere where an individual can
develophis/her personality. I justwish that
people developed more enthusiasm in do-
ing new things and that they took more
initiative in building better relationships.
Anyway, [ will see you around college.

SUNIL N MYSORE.
11 B.COM - A.
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You Must Not Quit

When things go wrong as they some times will,
When the road you are trudging seems uphill,
When the funds are low and the debts are high,
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh
When care is pressing you down a bit,
Request Rest if you must, but don’t you quit
As every one of us some times learns

And many a failure turns about

When he might have won had he struck it out.
Don’t give up though the pace seems slow
You may succeed with another blow

Success is failure turned inside out,

The silver tint of the clouds of doubt.

And you never can tell just

how close you are

It may be near when it seems so far

So stick to the fight when you are hardest hit
It’s when things seems worst that

You must not quit.

V. G. SANJEEV KUMAR
I BA. (J.P. Eng)
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Summary of Activities of Associations/ Clubs
for the Year 1993-1994

The academic year 1993-94 was significant in that the Principal announced that, - *“ With
a view to streamline the talent in the college, as well as to solicit all- round participation
in curricular, co-curricular and extra-curricular activities, a number of associations and
clubs be set up, to be headed by the staff of the college™. In view of this objective several
clubs/associations were formed at the beginning of the year - to promote the college’s
ideals - Excellence and Service.

While some clubs were very active with enthusiastic response from the students, some
others could not perform upto the desired levels due to several constraints.

The following paragraphs highlight the activities of these bodies as reported by the
respective Directors.

QUISTERIA:

The Quiz Club, which began 4 years ago, continued its activities, holding a number of
quiz competitions, to nourish and cultivate talent in quizzing among the students. The
club’s achievements include creditable performancesat SPAND AN (Jipmer - Pondicherry)
and AUTUMN-MUSE ( St. John’s Medical College, Bangalore), and at the Karnataka
Quiz Association competitions, our quiz team emerged among the top five teams in all
the competitions at the Inter - Collegiate Level.

It should be interesting to note that the club has been building a treasure trove of

information in the form of slides, audio- cassettes and a large collection of books. The

Quisteria members are information retrievers and this was evident during events at

Reflections’93 and the Silver-Fest. The club is involved in a number of guessing games
' like 20 Questions, Dumb Charades, Pictionary and What’s the Good Word.

Mr. Dephan Pinheiro and Mr. Tomy Kallarakal ( Co- Directors) have been instrumental
to a large extent in the steady progress of the club. Itis anticipated that Quisteria will
do even better in the years to come.
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SPEECH AND DEBATE CLUB:

Mr. Benny Joseph, the Director, contributed to the club’s outstanding performance by
arranging a number of competitions in oratory and lectures delivered by eloquent guest
speakers.

The highlights of the club’s activities were commendable performances by the student-
members at the Inter-Collegiate events. In debating, Turab-ur-Rehman, Ayan Ghosh,
Ankit Majmudar and Anisha George brought laurels by obtaining prizes at Abbas Khan
College, Al-Ameen College, St. Joseph’s College and Silver-Fest competitions. Reuben
David, Suchint Majmudar and Bruce Lee Mani chipped in with prizes at the University
Youth Festival, Jyothi Nivas College and Silver-Fest respectively, in elocution.

In addition to the usual public speaking events, contests included paper presentation and
“Just-A-Minute” as well.

It’s a fond hope, therefore, that the club will continue to capitalise on its strengths in
future.

MUSIC AND DANCE CLUB:

It is on a note of cheer that the “Music and Dance Club” under the Directorship or Mr.
Bhaskara Sharma, wound up its activities for the academic year. Notable performances
in the field of Indian music and dance came from Radhika, Rashmi Subbaiah, Benson,
Satish, Ginny Mathews, George and Manuel apart from sterling dance performances from
Niranjan. In Western music, the team of Julian, Brian, Robbie and Arjun came up with
creditable performances.

The Indian and Western Music teams performed outstandingly in the Inter - Collegiate
festivals and theirsuccesses include prize- winning participationat JIPMER ( Pondicherry)
and at numerous other local cultural festivals.

The club congratulates its student members on their creditable achievements and expects
to corner further glory in times to come.

ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN STUDIES:

It is with a tinge of regret that we end the year, as the association headed by Mrs.
Vageshwari (Director), failed to take off. It was due largely to the poor response from
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the students that the association could achieve precious little. However, it is hoped that
the association would make its mark in the coming year, by firstly, bringing awareness
among lady students as to what the organisation stands for.

COMPUTER ACADEMY:

Theacademy under Mr. Desmond Fullinfaw, chipped in through the organisation of a few
dynamic programmes, seminars and talks. The academy set the ball rolling with a quiz,
followed by a lecture on Robotics and its activities culminated in the form of a computer
festival - XSITE’93 at the Inter-Collegiate Level. The students of the IIT degree
(Computer Science) were put in charge of the festival, inaugurated by Rev. Fr. Principal
and presided over by Mr. Muneer Pasha, Chairman of the Board of Studies, Computer
Department, Bangalore University. The festival, although organised on a small scale,
found favour with the student participants from 16 colleges.

The festival instilled in its organisers, a sense of achievement and set the trend for the
future growth of the academy over the coming years.

ELECTRONICS CLUB:
The club was started with three basic objectives, which it has tried to fulfil:

1. The club consolidated the library facilities provided and increased its book
collection. The students of electronics can now avail of an independent library
facility.

2. Asignificantachievement wasa foray into amateur radio. Taking up the projectafter
aspeech by Dr. Daara Amar, the club held an exhibition of HF and VHF equipment,
courtesy Mr. Rajaram of Digitronics. The clubselected 10students, who were given
training in Morse and Amateur Wireless Equipment. The club also succeeded in
assembling receivers and transmitters.

3. Essay competitions and project demonstrations were held by the club. Projects made
by the students were exhibited and the demonstration elicited a good response.
Under the guidance of Mr. K A Chandrashekar, the club has been growing steadily
and has carved a niche for itself as an academic association.

NATURAL SCIENCES ASSOCIATION:

The association began its acitivites a couple of years ago, but this year witnessed the
association coming into its own, thus cultivatingascientific temperament among the students.
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Many talks were organised by the assocation on topics ranging -from “BONSAI” to
“RABIES” to “HEART AILMENTS”. A snake demonstration was also held under the
auspices of the association.

The association was instrumental in conducting study-outings for the benefit of the
outgoing degree students, at places like NIMHANS, NDRI and KIDWAI MEMORIAL
INSTITUTE OF ONCOLOGY.

A number of quiz competitions, lecture-contests etc., were conducted, which enabled
student participationat the Inter- Collegiate events. Prizes were won at competitions held
by the Bangalore Science Forum and NMKRYV College, Bangalore.

It is expected that, under the able guidance of Mr. Joseph Eden, the Director, the
association will scale heights in future.

PHYSICAL SCIENCES ASSOCIATION:

The association, which aims at providing students with opportunities to improve upon
their scientific knowledge, carried out programmes such as lecture contests, guest
lectures and a short course on operations research.

Lecture contests, quizzes and allied competitions were held and teams performed well
at lecture contests held by NMKRYV college and the Bangalore Science Forum. The
Chemistry Quiz Team”procured first place at the quiz contest held by NMKRYV college.

Guest lectures were held on topics such as “Super Conductivity” and “Probability™.

“Operations Research” - a short term course on application of mathematics in business
decision making - was also conducted, courtesy Mr. Desmond & Mr. Shiva Kumar of the
Maths dept. :

The Director, Mr. Baby Mathew, extended his full co-operation to make the activities
of the association successful.

ENGLISH DRAMA CLUB:

The club, under the directorship of Mr. Lawrence, began its activities through the critical
appreciation of modern plays dealing with philosophy, tragedy and comedy, with a view
to stage a few of them.
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ASSOCIATION AND CLUB ACTIVITIES

"Great Snakes!"
Snake show by the Natural Science Association

"HAM-bugs"
HAM radio demonstration by the Electronics Club



AICUF INAUGURATION

s i s B

The Most. Rev. Dr. Alphonsus Mathias
Archbishop of Bangalore,
inaugurates the Christ College Chapter of AICUF

CeleBration of High Mass



“The Trysting Place” was a play staged successfully on the occasion of Silver Fest 1993,
with the following cast - Marshal, Jaideep, Vineetha, Bijoy, Anu, Abraham and Ashika.
Many thanks are due to the excellent backstage work done by Chaitanya, Arif, Gautham,
Rajesh, Shibu and Arvind. The club is thus ready to take a plunge into competitive drama
conducted by the University, and colleges affiliated thereto.

COMMERCE ASSOCIATION:

Commerce Association, which was formed several years ago, came in for special
recognition this year. The association, under Maj. James K. Alumkara (Director),
ventured into avenues hitherto untouched.

The association started off with an intra-mural Quiz competition followed by innovative
competitions in the form of Role-playing, Group discussions and the like. Although the
students response was encouraging, the quality of participation suffered mainly because the
star performers were away representing the college at various inter-collegiate competitions.

However, by conducting several new events, the association has laid a firm foundation
for betterment and growth in the years to come. It is hoped that, events such as lectures,
seminars, paper- presentation, etc., which are useful in a student’s academic curriculum,
will be taken up from the following year.

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION :

Business Management Association has had a full fledged working year with a spate of
activities such as workshops, seminars and talks. These ranged from an initial orientation
programme for | BBM students to talks on varied topics like creative thinking, personality
development, stock exchanges and advertising. The association also organised two
video-workshops on “Effective selling” and “Time Management”, besides a one-day
session on “Management Education in India” by GRAMS. The Director of the
association, Rev. Fr. Josekutty P.D., along with a team of students, hopes to repeat this
year’s successful session in the coming academic years.

HOTEL MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION :

The academic year of 1993 - 94 started with a “Communication Workshop” for the batch
of students joining the Ist year BHM course. The course involved the different processes
of developing the personality and the communication skills of an individual so as to make
him/her meet the challenges of the service industry.
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A series of lectures from eminent people of the hotel Industry were organized on topics
such as “Campus recruitments”, “Effective energy management”, “Cost control tech-
niques for the hotel industry”, etc.

November-Dececember saw the campus recruitment procedures for the final year BHM
students. All the top hotels of Bangalore such as the Oberoi, Guestline Days, Windsor
Manor, Taj group, Atria, and Central Park conducted interviews. It was for the first
time that the college has witnessed campus recruitment procedures and 22 students
have secured jobs in different departments such as house-keeping, food production,
food & beverage service and front office.

The academic activities came to an end in the form of a trip organized for the final year
BHM to Mangalore, Manipal, Udupi Belur & Halebidu.

Mr.Rahul S. Pathak, the Director, was largely instrumental in the satisfactory perform-
ance of the Association during the year.

CAREER GUIDANCE & PLACEMENT CENTRE:

The Christ College Career Guidance & Placement Centre has been established to assist
Christites fulfil their career aspirations. This, the Centre seeks to do by providing
Career Information, and then to start with limited Placement services.

In its very first year of existence,although plagued by the teething troubles inherent in
any new organisation, the Centre can take credit for organising lectures on personality
development and career opportunities. A collection of prospectuses and comprehensive
reference material have also been built up in anticipation of the day when Career
Counselling services will commence. At the time of writing, efforts are also on to
arrange gainful employment for a few graduating students.

Mr. B. S. Sujendra Prakash, the Director, hopes to obtain a room next year to begin
counselling sessions. Also on the cards are a series of lectures, workshops and seminars.
The placement services are also expected to extend their benefit to a larger student body.
Last but not the least, this fledgling unit wants to establish itself on a firmer footing.
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LITERARY AND CULTURAL FORUM

Any detached observer will notice aremarkable change inthe organizationand qualitative
improvement in the literary and cultural activities this year. This can be attributed to two
major factors.

1. A considerable increase in the strength over the past few years leading to the
availability of enormous and varied talents.

2. Formation of associations under broad and specified categories with the direct
supervision of staff members.

Our quest to identify the best talents began in right earnest as soonas the college reopened
and culminated in the form of ‘Reflections ‘93’, conducted from 16th to 21st August
1993. Over 600 students, boys and girls, participated in 40-and-odd items winning prizes
and certificates worth more than Rs. 10,000. Silver Jubilee celebrations found artistic,
intellectual and cultural expressions in the form of an inter- collegiate cultural festival,
Silver Fest *93. On 7th, 8th and 9th of October *93 over 800 students from every nook
and corner of the city vied for top honours in various categories. The professional judges
with their unquestionable judgment chose Christ College to be the winners of the overall
championship. After winning the championship we decided to keep the trophy in
remembrance of the Silver Jubilee celebrations.

Further recognition to the aesthetic excellence of our students came in the form of prizes
atthe University Youth Festivaland the cultural festivals organized by St. John’s Medical
College, MES College, Jyoti Nivas College, NMKRYV College, Al-Ameen College,
SIRC College, Mount Carmel College and JIPMER, Pondicherry.

“Nataka Abhiruchi Kendra” of our Kannada Sangha has become a force to reckon with.
It has won major awards for the second consecutive year in all major drama festivals.

There was hardly any festival in which we failed to win any prize and it will be a bitdifficult
to better our own record in the coming years.

P. Krishnaswami

Director

Text by: Anisha George
Il BBM.,
Editor.

Literary and Cultural Forum
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Sankranthi

It was yetanother giant leap for the ‘Nataka
Abhiruchi Kendra’, the drama wing of the
Kannada Sangha of Christ college, this
year. Its latest production, ‘Sankranthi’,
bagged a number of awards at various
State-level competitions where it was
staged.

Last year, the Kendra’s production,
‘Dangeya Munchina Dinagalu’, a play by
Prasanna, won 5 awards, including the
prestigious Ullal Shield.

Sankranthi, a play by renowned Kannada
writer P. Lankesh, deals with the cruel
adventofcivilisation ona primitive culture.
Set inKarnataka of the 12th century, which
witnessed a total revolution in the State’s
social, political and literary scenario,
‘Sankranthi’ has profound contemporary
references to the evil nexus between reli-
gion and politics and the way people in
power misuse religion to sustain them-
selves. The entire play revolves around
the love-affair between an untouchable and
an upper-caste girl which wreaks havoc on
the political and religious norms of the
time.

‘Sankranthi’ had 38 students in its cast.
The play, directed by Chaitanya, won 11
awards, including the Wearhouse Rolling
Shield for the best play, the Umesh Rudra
Shield for the best play in Bangalore
University, and prizes for the best song and
dance sequence, best costume, etc. Indi-
vidual winners were Rajesh P. (bestactor),
Chaitanya (best director), Arvind S.D.
(choreography), Rashmi K.S. and Radhika
(music) and Balakrishna N.S. (acting).

The Kendra now hopes to expand its base
by involving more students in its activities.
Plans are afoot to conduct a weekly theatre
workshop by eminent theatre professionals
and a complete syllabus of over 50 topics
on various aspects of theatre has also been
evolved.

The Kendra is indebted to the Kannada
Department, the College Administration,
Mr. Narayanswamy, Mrs. Jayanthi, Mr.
M.S. Satya and Mr. Manjunath for their
support.

Chaitanya
11l BA (JPEng)
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Quest and Conquest

The ship hiad roamed the infinite vastness of
the universe for a long, long time. It was
not a large ship, no bigger than a fairsized
asteroid, but what it lacked in size, it made
up for in sheer speed and power. It had
travelled great distances at even greater
speeds, but this was a matter of no conse-
quence to its living inhabitants, for they
were ail in their individual capsules, frozen
into immobility, waiting for the day when
they would be brought back to life, for that
place in time when their ship found what it
was looking for.

Machines —tireless, thoughtless machines
— ran the ship. They had carried out their
routine tasks with the unwavering preci-
sion that was characteristic of them. They
had been there, had helped build the ship
where their masters now rested. They had
helped their masters to ascertain that their
planet was doomed. For the star that they
depended upon for life had come to the end
of its existence. It was turning intc a vast,
red giant that would swallow up their tiny
planet while cutting its wide swath of
destruction. The ship had brought what
was left of the planet’s inhabitants safely
away and had begun looking for another
planet that would sustain their life

The ship was slowing down. Its sensors

had detected a suitable - looking planet
ahead.- Its great power plants were now
working at only a fraction of their power,
holding it steady over a massive brown
planet. Somewhere in the hidden recesses
of the ship, a hatch opened and an object
came gliding out. The strange object, a
mass of sensors and communication de-
vices, descended into the atmosphere of
the brown planet. It was but a short time
before the probe began to relay its mes-
sages.

The stream of pulses from the probe did not
contain good news. “Environment hostile.
Atmosphere barely breathable. No water.
No.other sign of life........ =

This was nothing new to the Ship. In its
long search, it had encountered scores of
such planets where the same answer had
come from the probe, the same hopeless
answer. But to the ship and the machines
that helped run it, time had no meaning at
all. The ship would continue its probably
futile searchtill the end of time itself, if need
be, and if one existed. The ship moved

An unknown time and a number of planets
later, the ship was slowing down again.
Below it, this time, lay a great blue planet,
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turning slowly on its axis. The probe was
againsenton its mission. This time, it took
aslightly longer period for the message to
come through.

If the probe could have had emotions,
there would have been a'note of elation in
the somewhat garbled reply.

“Atmosphere very dense but breathable.
Partial burn-up entry. Gravity very
strong. Water pre..nt. Trace......life. Suit-
able planet. Suitable p.......t. Suitable
planet Su. et 5.

*

The ship was descending.

It plunged swiftly to the blue planet that
was below it, holding steady velocity. As
it neared the outer fringes of the atmos-
phere, the pull of the planet below it took
over, and the ship began to accelerate
alarmingly. Its hull began to glow with the
intense heat of entry into the atmosphere.

The heat soon took its toll. “Malfunction.
Engine malfunction. Engine malfunc-

”»

As one of its great engines went dead, The
ship used all its remaining ones in a con-

certed effort toslow the rapid acceleration.
The fantastic powerof those engines slowed
itdown, but not before it was dangerously
close to the surface. The scream of the
engines rose to a fever pitch, and they
finally succeeded in bringing the Ship to a
halt just above the brown-and-green sur-
face of the planet. Then the ship landed. A
cloud of fine particles rose...........
Inside the ship, signs of frenetic activity
were evident. Despite having been dor-
mant for aeons of time, the machines went
about their predetermined tasks without a
single erratum. Their masters were being
roused from their long sleep, as fresh as
they were when they had begun their long

-quest. As the firstof them wentout into the

bright light of the young sun above, he
knew he had come home. And behind him,
the ship, unfeeling and thoughtless as it
was, was almost heard to have a sign of
relief...2

That blue planet was the one we now call
earth. Andthatwas how the Cockroaches
came to stay.

BRUCE LEE MANI
TP U.C (P.CAES
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The Untimely Demise of Innocence

His eyes: windows through which his mind

Peeps like a mischievous monkey,

Laughing at the world and its troubles.

His eyes: windows through which the world filters

Like cobwebbed sunlight, to throw shadows in his mind.
No dust settles in this open room,

A constant stream of crystal breeze,

No doors slam on Hope, no curtains drawn on Light.
No darkness coagulates in its cornered walls.

But slowly, as the load of time gets heavier,
The body bends under the strain,
Slow movements, slower thoughts,
Flow dully through stenched gutters of the brain.
Sad memories echo off the walls,
The empty rooms speak of furnish,
“The dark mirrors, sad reflection rouse.
The flaking walls do not tarnish
The picture of the life that was:
A broad, freshly painted wall,
Waiting to be desecrated by graffiti.
Doors, running on oiled hinges,
Waiting for a wind to slam them shut.
Clear glass windows, that let in Exuberant light,
Waiting to craze with the clouds of conformity.
Little child, why grow up to daikness from light?

- Gautam Raja
Il BA (J.P. Eng)
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HoRroscoPES - THE ReALITY

From the dawn of history man has looked
up to the stars with fear and curiosity, but
of late man has started to look at the stars

with hope.

Horoscope books are selling like hot cakes
and “BOLEN TAARE” soared high on
ZEE TV’s popularity ratings. What is all
this “hungama” about? The “hungama” is
that we have become obsessed with the
zodiac signs and little do we realise that
these are only generalisations drawn from

a study of people born under each star.

Of the world’s several billion population,

how many million would come under each .

of the zodiac signs? Does this mean that all
the million people are going to meet with
identical fates on any given day? Paul
McCarmey of the Beatles fame is a
Gemini, if horoscopes are true then why

isn’t every Gemini a rock star?

It is only the gullible who consult horo-

scopes for re-assurance. When we lose

self-confidence we are ready to believe
anything and that is when we turn to the
stars and fortune tellers. If fortune tellers
are successful it is only because they know
that you have a weakness, that you lack

self-confidence.

Worse still, people who believe in zodiac
signsstartanalysing people critically. Even
friends and relatives fall prey to this critical
analysis. The zodiac says that Geminis do
not get along with Scorpios. Hence a
Gemini may avoid making friends with
Scorpios and in the process, lose a golden

opportunity of making a good friend.

Referring to horoscopes is not wrong but
trying to live by what one’s horoscope says
is absurd. Horoscopes should be viewed as
some sort of entertainment rather than an

object of anticipation and fear.

Jaisinh Vaerkar
Il BBM
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THE MoAN AT EVENTIDE

Darkness invading Sun’s brilliance
Mark’d an advent of setting Sun.
It was home to, they thought they strode,

Innocents, habour’d no suspicion.

Stone walls, doorposts - hugging stood,
Cleft deceit for medium, for athrone to cleave.
Have they no conscience to answer!

But oh ! Deceit and death were in league.

A valedictory whimper of
Impending danger,

Turn’d down; like a pest turn’d pest.
For ’twas vain to beckon a tired ear.

Dawn of nature took its course,
But deepest of night it was
For the cities twain.

The Sun too alein to force a smile : it had set.

A chronic ode to an acronycal melancholy?
Nay ! I hop’d to sound a better one.

Toll of bells ! How canl ?

Oh ! Calamity the essence of nation’s discourse.
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To aristocratic apathy would I set a barnacle;
But first I shall moan

For my countrymen who lay under rubble.
Catafalque, centoaph they will have none.

Sound of drum, anaphora of euologies,
Shattered castles, ripples of sand dunes,
Tear stained cheek .........

A message clear, of bereaved hearts.

Oh! They promise you a dwelling,
Those people behind white facades
Have shed a tear or two

and restrained the rest for next.

Dear bereaved folk it is you that moan

To shed more tears your hearts have none,
For you have parched it of the last one,
For the flames of the pyre sought its own.

Acquittance from grief your hearts doth seek
The key to it none hold, yet but one.

Though arcanum of disaster shall shroud,
He seeks to gift you new dawn.

Stephen O. Rajan D.
Il B.Sc (PCM).,
Editor

50



N.S.S. Report for the Year 1993 - 1994

As this was the Silver Jubilee year of the
NSS, the volunteers were bent upon mak-
ing it a memorable one. At the very outset
anew dimension was added to the N.S.S.
by the addition of an adventure club.

As part of our activities, we continued our
weekly visits to “Asha Niketan” which is
the home for the mentally retarded. We
helped the friendly inmates in the setting up
of a kitchen garden, clearing the campus,
painting the walls, repairing the fencing,
etc.,and enjoyed our interaction with them.

A blood-grouping camp was then held in
our college to identify potential donors.
The Kidwai Memorial Institute of Oncology
extended a helping-hand and as a result,
about 300 donors were identified and this
proved to be a big success.

Our next activity was the tree plantation
programme at “Jnanabharathi”. About 60
volunteers participated in the 2-day pro-
gramme during the course of which 300
saplings were planted.

Independence Day was celebrated with
much gusto among the volunteers. The
senior volunteers put up a few cultural
programmes. Competitions were held in
various events for all the volunteers to
bring out their hidden talents.

As in the previous year, a 10-day course
on first-aid was conducted by the St.
John’s Ambulance Association in Septem-
ber, 1993. Around 300 volunteers attended
the course and were awarded with their
certificates.

To begin our adventure activities, a trek-
king expedition was organised by the vol-
unteers. The trekking team consisted of 10
members - 4 teachers and 6 volunteers.
During the 2-day trek, the team scaled the
Raggihalli Hills. It was a tiring and risky
but interesting experience which each of us
enjoyed, as it gave us a chance to establish
a close rapport with nature.

Owing to the success of the previous 10-
day special camp, the preparations for this
year’s camp started with great excitement.
A small team selected “Bettahallikavalu”
as the campsite. Itis a very remote village
about 40 kms from the city. An organising
committee was formulated to organise the
camp. They were assigned various duties
like fixing projects for the manual work,
arranging the food, inviting various digni-
taries to the camp, getting the prizes and
certificates printed for the various compe-
titions to be held in the camp etc.

The camp was held from 26th Dec’93 to
4th Jan’94. We had the privilege of having
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National Service Scheme
Highlights of the past year's activities

'With malice towards none
and charity towards all'

The NSS Programme officer speaks at
the Annual Camp.

Sons of the soil:
Blood, toil, sweat and smiles.

EGE
o COLLED CEZ,EG
'COLLEGE DAY

Scaling new height:
On NSS trekking expeditions




Best Group Leader:
Jijo M. Koshy,
Il B.Com.,
Parasailing:
S.Md. Saleem,
Il B.Com.,

The NSS campers —
Excavating a brighter future for the villagers

Best NSS Volunteer:

Suneel Kumar,
Il B.Sc.,




with us Mr. Dephen Pinheiro from the
Chemistry Department and Mr. Benny Se-
bastian from the Department of Electron-
ics, as well as Fr. Abraham V.M. the Fi-
nance Officer, who formally inaugurated
the camp. The campers were divided into
four groups, each with a group leader, and
undertook various projects like renovation
of roads, filling up of potholes, construct-
ing drainage systems, health and literacy
programmes, etc. The valedictory function
of the camp was attended by Rev. Fr.
Antony Kariyil, the Principal, and Rev. Fr.
Thomas Kadankavil, Rector, Dharmaram
College.

To commemorate the Silver Jubilee year of
the NSS, a Youth Fest was organised by
the volunteers in January. The Fest spanned
a period of two days and colleges from
different parts of the city participated in
it. The Fest was conducted very smoothly
and the volunteers earned the appreciation
of many people for their organisational
skills.

The successful organisation of these events
would have been impossible had it notbeen
for our NSS officer Mr. Syed Azeez, the
very presence of whom stimulates us and
instills in us the pride of being NSS volun-

2 feers.

Sashidharan C.
IIl B.Sc (PCM)

A Call For Adventure

These days there are several adventure camps '
to suit every adventureous soul, conducted by
various adventure academies, and many find
them the perfect way to taste adventure and
have fun.

The General Thimmayya National Academy is
one such organisation which arranges vari-
ous adventure camps. The academy offered a
five-day adventure camp on mountaineering
and para-sailing from 18th to 22nd November
1993, primarily meant for the NSS volunteers
of different colleges of Bangalore University.

The chief aim of the camp was to disseminate
the uncommon sports among young talented
Indians.The other intension however, was to
select proficient Indian youth for participa-
tion in the 2000 Sydney Olympics.

The two volunteers who represented the NSS
unit of our college for the mountaineering
event were Jijo M Koshy( Il B.Com) and
Prashanth S ( II CMS), while for the para-
sailing event the two volunteers were Saleem
M S (11 B.Com) and Raghunandan ( IIl PME)

The camp site for the mountaineering event
was Ramnagar (44 Kms from Bangalore) and
for the para-sailers it was the Jakkur Air Field
( 23 Kms from Bangalore).

The four participants were delighted by the
fascinating experience, the lively atmosphere
because of which, they feel they have learnt
much during a short period of time.

VINOD KUMAR ADITYAN
Il BA JPEng.,
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Christ College AICUF
Activities Report 1993 -94

With hearts full of joy and enthusiasm to
spread the message of Christ far and wide,
especially in our campus, we started our
AICUF activities for 1993-94 under the dy-
namic and charismatic leadership of Rev. Fr.
Jose, Vice-Principal, with Mr Jerome, Mr.
Kennedy F.J. and Mr. Chackochan as Direc-
tors. Thomas Sebastian (President), and V.
Sherin (Secretary) were the office bearers.
We started off on 14th July 1993,with the
Eucharistic celebration. In the presence of
around 400students Rev. Dr. Antony Kariyil,
Principal, gracefully inaugurated our college
AICUF unit by lighting the lamp. In his
inspiring and thought-provoking message he
wished that every one may become the bearer
of divine light, to dispel the darkness from
society . :

18th July 1993 was a memorable and joyful
day for all of us. It was the day on which the
BACSA unit inauguration took place. Fortu-
nately we were the hosts for that great event.
Around 500 students from different colleges
including St. Ann’s College, Mount Carmel
College, St.Joseph Arts & Science and Com-
merce colleges, and Jyoti Nivas College took
part in it. In some way or the other all the
colleges were fully involved in making this
one day get-together a grand success. His
Excellency Rt. Rev. Dr Alphonsus Mathias
inaugurated the BACSA unit by lighting the
lamp. In his inaugural address he pointed out
the need for a total change among the youth,

tostand firm in their faith and to live upto the
Christian values.The dignitaries of the meet-
ing included Rev. Fr. Swebert, SJ, (BACSA
Director), principals, and animators from
various Christian colleges of Bangalore and
the office bearers of BACSA.

This was a stepping stone for us all. We
started prayer services on Saturdays after
college hours. We could invite many Re-
source - persons who were able to help us in
our striving for spiritual perfection. To meet
the spiritual needs of the students, regular
Holy Mass is celebrated on the first Wednes-
day of every month and onspecial occasions.

Six of our students attended a camp from
28th August to 2nd September 1993 at
Cochin, in Kerala, conducted by the Jesus
Youth Movement. The participants had a
wonderful experience. In the symposium at
St. Ann’s College, Ulsoor on 18th Septem-
ber, one of the students presented a paper on
“Poverty and Injustice” in the context of
youth of today. It was well appreciated. We
organised a two- day retreat for Christ Col-
lege students on 2nd and 3rd of October.
It was really a success, that is to say,many
more students joined our movement volun-
tarily. These activities did indeed help us to
have deeper knowledge of God and greater
concern towards the society.

In Exodus ’93, the cultural festival of St.
Joseph’s Arts & Science College, our group
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excelled in music. On October 23rd some of
us visited the Home for the Aged, on Hosur
Road and performed a short cultural enter-
tainment programmes for the inmates. It was
a touching experience for all of us to have had
such a good response from the elderly peo-
ple. On October 28th Mr. Chackochan left
for Kerala looking for greener pastures. He
was given a warm and informal send- off.
Some of us could attend the two- day Bible
study classes organized by BACSA in
Ashirvad from 29th to 31st October 1993.

The inter-collegiate camp organized by
BACSA, from 20th to 28th Nov., was yet
another memorable and fulfilling experience.
Eight of us who had participated, notonly had

Major James K. Alumkara, 2/IC (Second in Com-
mand) of the 9 KAR BN NCC is relinquishing his
post, after 22 years of meritorious service. He joined
Christ College as a Lecturer and subsequently be-
came Head of the Department of Commerce in June
1971. He took charge of the Christ College NCC Unit
inJune 1973 and was commissioned second Lieuten-
ant and rose to be a Major in 1988, the highest rank
an NCC Officer can attain as per rules.

Asa Conipany Commander of the No.2 Company of
Christ College, he brought the best institution trophy
to Christ College. He was actively participating many
activities, like social service, blood donation, adult
education etc., along with the cadets. He has been
training the cadets effectively so that atleast two
cadets were representing our college under the

a first hand experience of the social situation,
but also were trained in leadership skills. On
28th Nov. *93 the 'Living Light' group organ-
ized a one day youth-alive-get-together, for
the students of St. John’s Medical College.
The theme of the day was ‘How can we keep
the Faith alive?’. Through their personal
sharing they could speak about the love of
God for all of us and to get the fire going.

Due to unavoidable circumstances we had to
cancel the Christmas celebrations, but cel-
ebrated the New Year’s Day with all its
solemnity, the spiritual dimension of which
enkindled in us the corresponding social
dimension.

- V. Sherin, Secretary.
Il B.Sc (CBZ)

A Salute with Love

Karnataka and Goa Directorate in the Republic Day
Parade at New Delhi every year.

Major James has organised many adventurous activi-
ties for the NCC Cadets of Christ College, like Cycle
Expedition, Para-sailing, Water-skiing, Mountain-
eering, Rock climbing etc..

Since 1988 he has held the post of BN 2/IC of 9 KAR
BN NCC, Bangalore. He was awarded the Chief

Minister’s commendation award and Medals by the
Defence Ministry, Government of India.

On behalf of the Principal, and the 9 KAR BN NCC
we thank Major James K Alumkara who laid down

office on 24th Janauary 1994.

2/LT. M. Xavier Vincent
Coy Commander.
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N. C. C. Report

The activites of the academic year 1993-94
started with the enrollment of the cadets.
Our strength is reduced to 60% from the
original of 160 cadets by the head quarters,
which made our selection a bit tough. At
present our college NCC Unit is of 96
cadets only.

We started our programme with parades by
teaching the military skills to the newly
enrolled cadets. We celebrated Independ-
ence Day with Rev. Fr. Victor as our Chief
Guest. :

Our other activites included many camps,
in which our cadets have gained knowl-
edge and experience, like CATC, RCTC,
NIC, Attachment camps, Trekking and
Mountaineering which were held at differ-
ent places like New Delhi, Ahmedabad,
Belgaum, Mysore, Secunderabad, etc.

One Platoon of our cadets participated in
the Independence Day Parade, NCC Day
Parade and Republic Day Parades which
were held by the Government of Karnataka
at the Brigade Parade Grounds and took
out a wonderful Marchpast.

This year we had arranged a trekking - cum
-rock climbing expedition near the
Somanahalli area, in which all our cadets
participated and completed about 40 Kms
of trekking distance.

Social service is a remarkable item in our
programme. Our cadets generously do-
nated clothing and other items to the poor
people and did physical work in helping
them to clean their living area.

Our cadets have established a reputation
for themselves in the area of discipline by
their behaviour and activities.

Allour achievements were possible only by
the proper guidance, encouragement and
help rendered by our Rev. Dr. Antony
Kariyil CML., for which we salute him with
thanks.

It is our duty and pleasure to thank the
commanding officer of 9 KAR BN NCC
Lt. Col. S.V. Yadav, the members of his
office, Major James K Alumkara, the 2/IC,
Rev. Fr. Abraham ( Finance Officer ) and
the office staff of Christ College.

The cadets who participated in various
activities and made achievements possible
are SUO Subramanian, JUP Ganapathy
Nayak, JUO Varghese Vincent, JUO
Ravindra Nath, CQMS Muthappa, CSM
Mohan Velu CSM Surinder Singh Suhag
and CSM Sunil Kumar. I congratulate and
thank them for their creditable perform-
ances. JAI HIND.

2/LT M.X. VINCENT
Coy. Commander.
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“

2/Lt. Ranjeev Babu

(B.Com., - 1992)

Commissioned as officer in the
Indian Army in July 1993.

“

NCC
— A Unit to be
reckoned with.

=

Farewell to
Major James K. Alumkara.




Bonsai

Bonsai ( Tray Planted Plants): It is the art
of growing miniature trees/plants in a tray
or container. Most Bonsai plants/trees
range in height from 2 inches to 3 ft. Bonsai
originated in China and was developed
widely by the Japanese.

Bonsai represents scenes from nature. Due
to lack of space, some rare plant materials
are cultivated in the form of Bonsai, with
all the natural characteristics of the
plant.Some trees are wellsuited for Bonsai,
especially trees with tiny leaves because
they grow in proportion to other parts of
the plant. Some of the most common
species used for Bonsai are Juniper, Pines,
Evergreens, Cedars, Arelia, Maple, Bam-
boo, Cherry Pomegranate and Banyan.

There are mainly 3 ways to start Bonsai:
firstly, trees/plants growingin wild ( plants
may be stunted in growth by nature) can be
transplanted to containers, secondly, by
young trees/plants and thirdly by means of
seedlings/saplings and cuttings.

They can be placed indoor or outdoor.
They are keptsmall and inshape by pruning
the roots and branches and repotting the

trees/plants at intervals. The size of the
plant/tree depends upon the size of the
container. Desired shapes can be obtained
by bending or wiring the branches and
trunks of the plant material. Careful water-
ing and fertilizing are necessary to keep
them healthy. Some of them if nurtured
carefully can even last fora century.

The direct inspiration for Bonsai is found in
nature through trees/plants that are grown
in rocky crevices of mountains or over-
hanging cliffs. Small flowering and fruit-
bearing varieties of trees/plants are fa-
voured. Open space between branches &
between masses of foliage are also impor-
tant aesthetically. Bonsai pots are usually
earthenware in different shapes without a
colourful exterior glaze.

Note: Naturally dwarfed trees collected in
the wild frequently fail to adapt to cultiva-
tion as Bonsai pieces because of the severe
shock brought about by the change of
environment.

K.KASHINATH
-LIBRARY
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My Dad Says. . . ..

Rock and Ror
Ror and Roll

Little did Rev. Fr. Almighty know that the
day he pronounced brother Adam and
sister Eve husband and wife, the concept of
heavy metal music would be born.

To ignite the “musical” extravaganza, Eve
picks up her favourite instrument ..... the
rolling pin, and lets it sail with immense
force towards Adam's head.

TOOOINKK !!! “The head's empty
remarks Eve “a symptom of tremen-

dous musical potential”.

“AAAHHHH” screams Adam and
“YEEEAAH” screams you and me - the
metal freaks residing on this heavenly
sphere and in the process begin the up -
down, up - down movement of our heads,
epitheted “Head banging” seldom syn-
chronising to the rhythm of beat.

In the interim, if one would catch a glimpse
of our campus rock celebrity Julian Philip
in the act of head banging, they would
conclude thatat the rate at which he is head

banging, sooner or later he would have no
head to bang.

As the situation gathers momentum, I dis-
cern a rather familiar figure Ah my
creator DAD who seemed to look
askance at his creation.

Clearing his throat for me to acknowledge
his presence, he takes a step forward and
enquires “Well what do you have to say
about these single digits dominating your
progress card ?” displaying the white war-
rant of house arrest.

“Dad”, said I “since there is no progress at
all the question of card does not arise
B-But, would you mind vouching your
view on the kind of music you are listening
to?” I asked, aware of his weakness to
switch topics by the flicker of an eye lid.

“Pathetic !” he resounded, “What term do
you use to describe this kind of noise?” he
enquired.

.



“Music” I said.
“Music !!! ...you call noise music.”

“Taste differs” 1 replied, sh'rugging my
shoulders with an air of superficiality.

“Taste ..... add the prefix “refined” to taste
and try listening to Raag Malkaus by
Pundit Bhimsen Joshi” suggested the old
man.

by chance are you refering to the
lullaby you listen to before going to bed

..... ” a doubt put forth by me with all
seriousness.
“LULLABY ..... lullaby indeed my son......

whatever do you make of music with
pessimistic tags like death metal, trash
metal and the never ending listofimpurites?”
questioned my creator, defending the eth-
ics of heritage.

“Fun and frolic
innocence.

foot loose” said I in all

“Try Beethoven” recommended Dad.

“The friendly terrier in the neighbourhood?”
enquired metallic me. “I never knew dogs
were into music”.

“Pathetic ..... Pathetic” repeated Dad.

He shot a glance at the purporter in the
clouds and cried out “nineteen years ago,
I asked you for a son not a donkey”.

..............

“Yes, what's new about it?” enquired fa-
ther.

“Carry on son .....".

“Dad, that sentence is a great start for a
trash metal number.., you’ve got talent,
how about nurturing it ?” suggested his
creation.

“I've had enough nurturing you” said Dad.
“But before submitting you to the hands of
metallic fate, instead of impersonating an
alien culture, try unearthing, practising and
propagating the culture of your land” and
the advice wound up with the bang of the
door.

Ravindranath B.
I BHM
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ﬂlhere ts JHain and Yet There iz Joy

There is a thorn on every rose stem
Yet there is beauty in its petals
There is happiness in being with loved ones
Yet there is sorrow in parting from them
There is darkness after each day
Yet there is a dawn after each night
There is joy in being wanted
Yet there is an ache in being rejected

‘ There is endeavour in being hurt by others
Yet there is peace in forgiving them.
There is frustration in defeat
Yet there is satisfaction in trying further.
There is hurt in not having your desires
Yet there is solace in having more than some
There is pain in pagrting with something you love
Yet there is gladness in sharing it with others
There is difficulty in accepting one’s mistakes
Yet there is consolation in not committing them again
There is a struggle in keeping to all the morals
Yet there is contentment in living a true life.

- Preetha A.
Il PUC(PCMB)
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The Era of Liquid Crystals

Walls that become transparent or opaque
with the flick of a switch, T.V. sets no thinner
than a picture frame, coatings placed on a
patient’s skin to reveal the underlying tu-
mour, lighted signboards that can be read
easily even in glaring sunlight... are only a
few of the possibilities, in this new world of
Liquid Crystals. Some of themare happening
right now and some may come true in the near
future. Liquid crystals are already being used
in clocks, digital watches and calculators.
Some hospitals use them to monitor tempera-
ture. Before long liquid crystal signs may be
familiar sights along our highways and in
time, these walls may become popular inall
our houses and other buildings.

What are liquid crystals? These two words
do not seem to go together. The general idea
of crystals are that they are solids and rigid,
whereas, liquids are not. To understand how
aliquid canalso be a crystal, we have to look
at how molecules in both liquids & crystals
are arranged. In a crystal, molecules are ar-
ranged in a regular sequence. They are locked
into a rigid structure by electrical forces
between the molecules. In liquids, molecules
can move about freely because of lesser inter-
molecular attraction and so they take the
shape of their container.

In Liquid Crystals, molecules behave in
both ways; though they can move about
freely they tend to remain in large groups.

Thus a liquid crystal is usually thick ‘and
flows slowly. This is because the molecules
are rod-shaped and have strong opposite elec-
trical charges at either end and are classified
into three main categories, namely, smetic,
nematic and choleristic. The electrical attrac-
tion between molecules tend to keep them
aligned in definite patterneven in liquidstate;
the more the molecules align, the more
crystalline the material becomes. :

How do they behave? Liquid crystals are
important due to their resemblance to both
liquids and crystals. A crystal behaves differ-
ently with light, depending on how its mol-
ecules are arranged.It may be transparent or
opaque, it may reflect light in different col-
ours or break it up into many colours depend-
ingon the light. Forexample, a Liquid crystal
may be transparent one moment and may
show different colours the next; this is due to
its instability. The molecular forces produc-
ing the liquid crystalline state are very
weak, the structures are easily affected by
changes in mechanical stress, electromag-
netic fields, temperature and chemical envi-
ronment.

This amazing discovery was made in 1889
by H. Reinitzer, an Austrian botanist, but
only in recent years have important practical
applications been found for these intriguing
materials.
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Liquid Crystals are formed when certain or-
ganiccompounds are heated but they will not
melt directly as most other substances do,
and instead, will turn from a crystalline solid
to a liquid crystal which is known as
mesomorphic state. Upon further heating a
temperature is reached when a true (Iso-
tropic) liquid is formed.

Now let’s look into the matter in depth. For a
liquid crystal compound, the melting process
involves two or more stages that take place at
different temperatures. In the solid state
some of the forces responsible for the struc-
ture are stronger than others. The molecules
are held tightly together in layers or sheets,
butseparate layers attract each other weakly.
During the firststage of melting, the tempera-
ture is high enough to peel the layers apartbut
not high enough to break the layers into
individual . molecules. When the layers be-
come free to slide over, the material becomes
fluid but molecules are still linked to maintain
the solid property.

Coming to the applications: This is where a
scientist can step in. If a scientist can control
the changes that take place there are many
ways of putting these materials to work.

One great advantage of liquid crystals is their
extremely low power requirement. Another
is that they are the only practical electronic
displays that retain and in fact improve vis-
ibility in sunlight. They can be easily read in
highambient light levels, evendirectsunlight
and in consequence, are particularly suited
for use inaircraft cockpits and car instrumen-

tation. They are also of use in situations
requiring safe components such as the min-
ing industry for which they are the only form
of display device that can simultaneously
offer low voltage, low current and low sur-
face temperature.

Some liquid crystals are especially sensitive
to temperature changes. They reflect or ab-
sorbdifferentcolours according to the amount
of heat they recieve. Such crystals are used in
hospitals to monitor temperature changes in
babies. There are also a few drawbacks in
liquid crystal technology because they are so
sensitive to change and are hard to control.
They also tend not to last very long.

Suppose a liquid crystal is placed between
two panes of glass, like jelly between two
slices of bread to make a sandwich, mol-
ecules of liquid crystals line up in an ordinary
way and light passes through without any
trouble. ie, it is transparent. But if a small
electric current is passed through it, the mol-
ecules break apart, light is scattered and thus
itbecomes opaque. Nevertheless liquid crys-
tals have come to be used in several ways and
they are of increasing interest on the research
frontas well as in the area of technology.The
world of liquid crystals has much to offer.

S.PRAVEEN
I PUC(PCME)
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S.ADAM'S FIRST NIGHT

(Winner of First prize in Creative-Writing, at “Spandan-93”,
JIPMER, Pondicherry)

1
[ was never to forget that delicious sensa-
tion: that feeling of great peace and con-
tentment and that sense of inner serenity.
My body was comfortably compressed. It
was lovely, warm, soft and dark where I
lay. I was as comfortable as I could be.
And throughout; like a reassuring sentinel
throbbed a mechanism. Other than that
there reigned almost perfect silence. The
sounds of the outside world filtered
through, much softened and muted by the
enclosure that surrounded me. If there is

paradise then perhaps this is it.

2

The enclosure which had hitherto en-
folded me so comfortably in its warm soft
embrace began tightening its hold on me to
such an extent that I began to feel quite
uncomfortable. My body, which had lain
inert so far, began to assert its presence. I
began to protest against the encroachment

of the advancing wall. 1 felt threatened

that I would be crushed by the great soft

mass.

I enjoyed moving my body. Perhaps the
threat of getting crushed, or perhaps my
advancing age, destroyed my sense of utter
security and the resultingcomplacency. As
time passed, I activated my limbs more
and more. Sometimes I would bodily turn

a full circle that engulfed me.

When these movements started, the re-
sponse from the outer world appeared
favourable. There would be muted tones of
joy and happiness which would permeate
themselves to me. But later, as my limb
reactivation proceeded, the initial favour-
able responses disappeared. Instead, shrill
high pitched cries would filter through.
Especially, a few words were repeated:
‘Please, please, Sam !’ I would then stop
my perambulations and listen intently for
any further infiltrations from the mysteri-

ous world outside.
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3
These days the space available to me ap-
pears to be even more constricted. Of
course, | have been trying to beat off every
attack with sturdy kicks and blows from
my activated limbs. I have become ex-
I feel like

moving out of this warm soft and still

tremely restless these days.
comfortable prison to greater, widerspaces.

Suddenly, a terribly bright light appears.
I cannot look out. Of course, I have been
aware of some disturbance in my immedi-
ate vicinity for some time but never did [
imagine that this would be the outcome.
I am unceremoniously hauled out of my
warm cosy berth. It is bitterly cold outside
and the blinding light does not allow me to
open my eyes. | am shaken vigorously and
then a resounding slap is delivered on my
bottom. I let out an angry bawl by way of
protest and this apparently gives a great
deal of satisfaction to unfamiliar monsters
surrounding me, for I hear a great deal of
twittering as I used to hear from my erst-
while prison-only now, it is disturbingly

amplified.

The sticky substance clinging to my body is
gently removed while I continue to protest
lustily. Admittedly however, my protests
are ignored, I am cleaned up and inserted
betweensoft warmsheets thatsmellstrange,
but which are not halfas comfortable as my
previous lodgings. I am totally tired out
after such vigorous protests, and as I drop
offtoslumber, I suddenly miss the reassur-
ingsound of the mechanism which had kept
me company forso long. Iam scared in this
new world, I am cold and tired, and I know
only one method of returning to my lost

paradise: I regain my foetal position.

4
Samuel George ( ‘Sam”) Adam was born to
Rosemary, wife of Nathaniel Adam on
August 30th at Ripon Nursing Home, Cal-

cutta .

Ayan Ghosh
1l BBM.,
Editor.
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YOU CHANGED MY LIFE.....

I was in the dark until then

Totally scorned and unjustified;

Totally disillusioned by all the evil minds around me.

And then I met you,

With your crazy eyes and your scintillating smile.

You took my breath away.

I felt that I was being possessed by emotions;

I never knew that existed,

Those emotions filling me with ecstacy and

Stimulating me to the very depth.

You were the “ONE” I had been waiting for.

The sparkle of your love lighted within me,

Your protective care and thoughtfulness brought me out of the dark.
Your silent innocence and your friendliness moved me and

Your kind-heartedness and generosity caressed me.

I knew then as I know now

That I am not lonely anymore.

And I also know that I no longer hold the reins of my heart, and
That I am bound to follow this true love, who

has the magic to control me and now my destiny .........

Kanya Govind
Il B.Com ‘B’
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O bitwvary

A. Gopakumar of I PCMB (C)
expired on Nov. 16,1993.

'Because | could net stop for Death,
He kindly stopped for me;
The carriage held but just ourselves

And Immortality.’



ANNUAL SPORTS REPORT

This year we had a number of sports and games activities in our college.

Christ College annual Inter-Collegiate Football Tournament was held in the month of
September. Totally 16 teams participated in the tournament. Tocommemorate the Silver
Jubilee year of our College, we invited participation from out-station teams also for the
tournament. Christ College, Irinjalakuda (Kerala) participated in the tournament; but
Christ College, Bangalore came up triumphant defeating our namesake. Rev. Fr. H.
D’Costa, Principal of St.Joseph’s Arts & Science College, distributed the prizes. The
football team brought further glory to the college by winning the BMS Engineering
college inter-collegiate tournament also.

To further add colour to the college Silver Jubilee Year, an All Games Inter-Collegiate
" Tournament (Sports Festival) by name CHRI-SPO-FEST was organised. Both men
and women teams participated in athletics, basketball, hockey, lawn tennis, table tennis,
chess, throwball (women) and volleyball. Teams from 36 colleges competed in these
games. Prof. Azeez, Principal of Al- Ameen College, was the Chief guest at the closing
ceremony.

Our annual track and field meet was held on 28th and 29th January 1994. Rev. Fr. Aykara,
President of Dharmaram Vidyakshetram, inaugurated the meet. Rev Fr. Antony Kariyil,
our Principal, gave away the prizes.

N. VISHAKANTASWAMY
Director of Physical Education
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@ Plea for New Directions in
Indian Higher Education

Indian culture is about five thousand years old. From 2500 B.C. to about 1700 A.D., India
was in the forefront of the world’s civilizations and cultures. Three or four centuries ago,
however, the West began its march to progress and prosperity with the acquisition of
modern knowledge and the introduction of the modern system of education, especially
highereducation. India’s misfortune was thatshe refused to make the necessary transition
from the traditional to the modern. It was India’s refusal to acquire modern knowledge
and harness the tremendous potential of the industrial revolution that led to the Nation’s
decline and backwardness. The pact of progress of any nation depends on the quality of
knowledge acquired and the ability to generate new knowledge or at least absorb the new
knowledge generated elsewhere. This in turn depends largely on the quality of education
imparted.

1. As far as India is concerned, therefore, the need of the day is a shift from mass education
(popular education) to quality education, although India should not attempt to cultivate
excellence for some at the expense of justice to others. This means that India’s
educational philosophy must be a synthesis of the beneficial qualities of qualitarianism
and equalitarianism. Justice consists in giving to each what he or she deserves. Gradation
of higher educational institutions, diversity in higher education and vocationalization of
secondary education, for example, are some of the effective means for “giving to each
what he or she deserves”. The overall aim of higher education in India should be the
promotion of national progress and the full development of the potentialities of each and
every individual. Only quality higher education, with due emphasis on creativity,
independent work, research and discovery can achieve these goals.

2. Our country has a long way to go in the path of educational reforms. Our higher
educational system, which began in 1857 with the establishment of the three affiliating
universities of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras is gravely defective in educational
philosophy and practice. Referring to the insufficiency of the current educational practice
in India, J. D. Sethi remarks: “.... 85 percent of the products of the universities have no
skills to make productive contributions, or even get proper employment”. Our higher
educational system, with its class-room lectures, note-dictation, private tution and
cramming is nothing more than mere “ spoon feeding”. It shifts all creativity in students
and destroys their initiatives for independent study and research. In our system, periodic
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assignments and continuous assessment of the performance of the student have no role
to play. Ina system, in which the student’s abilities are assessed solely through the annual
external examinations, cramming is the only thing that really counts. As early as 1901-
02, Lord Curzon, the Viceroy of India, had seen the “monstrous and maleficent spirit of
cram” hovering over the universities and colleges in India.

‘Education’ involves much more than an exercise in cramming. “Education™ insists
Alfred North Whitefield,” is the acquisition of the art of the utilization of knowledge. This
is an art very difficult to impart”. All that our traditional lecture method accomplishes is,
as Whitefield points out, to pump into the head of the studenta great deal of “inert ideas™.
It does not encourage the student to think, to question, to be creative, to achieve learner
independence. In other words, the dimensions of “utilization of knowledge” and
generating new knowledge” are missing inour educational system. Learning is today seen
as discovery, not as stuffing the mind with a great deal of inert information, and the role
of today’s teacher, as Mark Van Doren put it, is to assist the pupil in the task of discovery.
As Neil Cooper observes, teaching consists notin merely advancing ‘bare knowledge’ but
in cultivating an understanding kind of knowledge. Our educational practice relies on
passive methods of learning and teaching as contrasted with the active methods of
learning and teaching adopted in the industiralized countries..

Let me illustrate the above point. Take, for example, a course in political science. In the
traditional lecture method the teacher attemps to pump into the head of the students a good
deal of bare knowledge, half-digested theories and inert ideas. Ina more creative method,
on the other hand, the teacher may facilitate the exchange of ideas in discussions and
seminars, ask the students to write a paper defending one policy and critisizing another,
and adopt other methods that would develop in the students mature and full social
responsibility and political acumen. In contrast to the old approach to learning which
focussed on pumping pre-fabricated knowledge into the mind of the student, the new
approach to teaching and learning consists in ultimately rendering the student capable of
making an infinite number of applications by mastering the process of learning as well as
the structural principles involved in his or her discipline.

The inadequacy of the lecture method to function as a dynamic model of teaching is
generally recognised by most experts and educational pundits in India today, and teachers
are constantly reminded of the need to introduce innovative teaching methods. Thus the
National Seminar on Industrial Planning, organised by the NCERT, in collaboration with
the Ministry of Education, Government of India, and held at the Regional College of
Education, Bhopal in 1968, gave some guidelines on who is a great teacher:
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A poor Teacher Tells, An average Teacher Explains,
A good Teacher Demonstrates, And a great Teacher Inspires.

The irony of the Indian affiliating system is that it somehow “expects” every teacher to file
a “poor” or”average” teacher; a “great” teacher will probably be a misfit within the
framework of our affiliating system and its weird criteria for teaching and evaluation. In
the same manner, a UGC guideline on teaching draws our attention to the same problem
when itsays , “ The existing teaching methods which are largely based on note memory,
lectures and reproduction should be replaced by new teaching methods which awaken
curiosity, encourage self-study habits and promote problem-solving skills”.

Objectively speaking, teaching that is creative and effective is a hard thing to accomplish.
Itinvolves, on the partof the teacher, a great deal of effort, skill, knowledge, and the ability
to inspire and illuminate, and on the part of the student, an equal amount of creative work
and the same degree of active involvement. In the traditional lecture method, on the other
hand, the teacher is adopting a relatively easy method, not worrying much about whether
this method is doing any good to the student or not. All that the lecturer does is, to borrow
the words of Alfred North Whitehead again,” pump into the minds of a class a certain
quantity of inert knowledge. It is a relatively easy way for the student as well. All that
he has to do is sit passively in class and later on cram a lot of material in preparation for
the annual final examination which is an external examination. But, as Whitefield
cautions, “In education, as elsewhere, the broad primrose path leads to a nasty place. This
evil path is represented by a book or a set of lectures which will practically enable the
student to learn by heart all the questions likely to be asked at the next external
examination. Unfortunately for India, the faculty and the students happily tread along this
“broad primrose path”, unaware that it is in fact the “evil path” that leads one to a “nasty
place”.

Under the affiliating system, the final written examination is the only one thing that really
matters; it becomes the one pivotal thing around which revolves everything else, even the
very future of the student. No wonder in our country student - life is highly examination-
oriented and teaching is examination-oriented. Yet everyone and university think that
examinations are what college and university life is all about. An examination-oriented
student-life provides the student neither culture nor intellectual-training, nor does it equip
him with the skills needed to take up successfully any serious trade in later life or make
any worthwhile contribution to society. When the decisive nature of the final examination
dominates the whole educational scene, that is not creative and challenging. No wonder,
thinkers like Whitehead insist that “the uniform external examination is so deadly”.
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Probably the major use of the examinations as practiced in Indian universities is to sort
out students on the basis of their performance in the annual examinations and to help the
employers in their employee selection process. There is more than a grain of truth in
Martin Hollis’ remarks that “ Employers pay taxes partly so that there are schools to pre-
select labour for them. Schools earn their bread and butter, therefore, by differentiating
and ranking students”. The two major defects of an external, final examination- oriented
educational system are : first, it does not really educate the pupil, and, secondly, it does
not measure the real worth or ability of the student and so is neither valid nor reliable.
The current system of examinations leads to faulty and distorted aims of education,
defective and growth-stifling methods of teaching; it generates a rigid, dull uniformity
rather than foster originality, creativity and experimentation and independent study. The
field of study becomes too narrow, lacking in depth and breadth. In the current system,
examination turns out to be the sole aim and the end of education, rather than being one
of the means in the process of pursuing higher goals. The University Education
Commission of 1948-49, criticizing our examination system in sharp terms, has stated:
“An unsound examination system continues to dominate instruction to the detriment of
a quickly expanding system of education”. “If we are to suggest one single reform in the
University education,” remarked the commission, “it should be that of examinations”.
Rightly assessing the performance of students is a science and an art that requires effort,
knowledge of the student, insight, judgement, objectivity and accuracy. In the Indian
situation, however, assessment is done in a leisurely, easy manner - just as it is in the case
of teaching. Itis inthe light of the above facts that the National Policy on Education 1986
envisages examination reforms as an effective means in bringing about qualitative
improvement in education . The document says” The objective will be to re- case the
examination system so as to ensure a method of assessment that is a valid and reliable
measure of student development and a powerful instrument for improving teaching and
learning.” The document goes on to state that in functional terms this would mean the
de-emphasis of memorization, continuous and comprehensive evaluation, and similar
measures. It adds that “Evaluation at the institutional level will be streamlined and the
predominance of external examinations reduced”.

3. Introduction of the above-mentioned reforms, undoubtedly, calls for the abandonment
of the affiliating system. Many of the problems in Indian higher education have their roots
in the obsolete system of affiliation. J. N. Kaul views the ‘institution of affiliation’ and
the ‘institution of examinations’ as the two pre-programmed designs for stagnation in
Indian higher education. The affiliating system itself was introduced in India in 1857 as
the result of a historical accident, and not because it has any special advantages over the
other systems. The two Education Commissions and the two National Policies on
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Education have also pointed out that the affiliating system is grossly inadequate in
fostering creativity, learner independence, and educational excellence, and strongly
recommended the phasing out of the affiliating system. The nation should, therefore, take
the bold step of dismantling, gradually and with care, the affiliating system and granting
autonomy to institutions of higher learning.

4. In addition to innovations in teaching and evaluation, Indian higher education is badly
in need of a variety of other reforms. Homogeneity of the student community in
intellectual ability and motivation is essential for the smooth functioning of the
educational institution and the effective imparting of quality education. This means that
the student body of a selective university or college will consist of highly intelligent and
highly motivated students. Therefore, India has to foster gradation in her educational
institutions. As individual abilities differ, there must be educational institutions of
different levels to cater to the needs of different grades of students. Similarly, there is need
for an emphasis on diversity in student abilities and interests, there must be diversity in
the level and type of educational institutions they attend. If India wants to insure, as the
National Policy on Education, 1986 states, that “those at the top of the (educational)
pyramid are among the best in the world”, then the introduction of gradation of
educational institutions and the development of centres of excellence and centres of
advanced study and researchare a must. As the future of the nation ina competitive world
is inthe hands of the talented people, there must be ample provision in the country to give
high quality education and training to our talented young men and women.

5. As education is to be related to the life and needs of the people, more emphasis must
be laid on education inscience and technology. In the industrialized countries there is co-
ordination between the needs of industry and the education imparted at institutions of
higher learning. Our country however, is yet to develop a viable partnership between
industry and higher education.

6. Since the English language is the gateway to world-knowledge and the effective means
to.gainaccess to the “secrets” of progressand prosperity, a thorough study of that language
mustbe encouraged. According to most estimates, 70 to 75 percent of the new, significant
knowledge in the world comes out in the English language and an additional 20 percent
of the new knowledge in the world is available in that language. Antipathy to the English
language will be antipathy to progress and prosperity. If India keeps this truly international
language at bay, she will find it hard to achieve progress and thereby gain a respectable
position in the comity of nations.
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7. Faculty improvement also must be treated as a priority item. All faculty appointments
and promotions must be made strictly on the basis of merit. Research and publication must
become an integral part of the career of every faculty member. Steps must be taken to
attract the best talent to the teaching profession.

8. Good results in education, as in any other venture, always presuppose appropriate
investment. India must therefore invest heavily in education. The best investment is
investment in people. There is a Chinese proverb whichsays, “If youare planning for one
year, plant grain; if you are planning for ten years, plant trees; if you are planning for a
hundred years, plant men”. Compared to that of the industrialized countries, our
investment in education, especially higher education and research, is only a pittance. Our
rate of investment in education, therefore, must be at least six percent of our Gross
National Product, as recommended by the Education Commission of 1964-66 and
officially accepted by the National Policy on Education, 1986.

Conclusion : In short, we have to replace the present culture of passive learning, student
indiscipline, and mediocre educational standards with a new culture of discipline,
inquiry, research, discovery and progress. What India needs today is the courage to forge
a new educational vision and the commitment to implement it fully: The National Policy
on Education 1986 beautifully highlights this point when it says :”There are moments in
history whena new direction has to be given to anage-old process. That moment is today™.

Fr. T. K. Jose Thadavanal, Ph.D.

(Ruugers, The State University of New Jersey,
United States of America

=

The greatest results in life arc usually attained by
simple means and the excerisc of ordinary qualitics.
These may be, for the most part, summed up in these
two - commonscnsc and perscverance.

K - Feltham /
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Salr Water

We are a rock revolving
Around a golden sun

We are a billion children
Rolled into one

So when I hear about

The hole in the sky

Salt water wells in my eyes.

We climb the highest mountain
We’ll make the desert bloom
We’re so ingenious

We can walk on the moon

But when 1 hear of how

The forests have died

Salt water wells in my eyes.

I have lived for love

But now that’s not enough
For the world I love is dying
(And now I am crying)

And Time is not a friend
(No friend of mine)

As friends we’re out of time
And it's slowly passing by
Right before our eyes.

We light the deepest ocean
Send photographs of Mars
We are so enchanted by
How clever we are

When one baby

Feels so hungry she cries
Salt water wells in my eyes.

Premjit R.
IB.Com. ‘B’
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Violence on Screen and its Effects on Youth
(Prize-winning essay at SILVER-FEST ’93)

One of the most popular forms of entertain-
ment today is movies. More than half the
viewers of these movies are the youth of
the country. Most of them look at movies
as guidelines to their own lives. Also,
everythingshownonscreenremains etched

in their impressionable minds.

Films of today no longer stick to topics
from mythology or the holy books. No
longer does one want to watch various
Gods and Goddesses flitting on and off the

screen.

Films have started becoming more and
more violentand directors have been think-
ing up newer and newer ways of making
their films more gory and blood-curdling.
Lethal bombs, fire arms, etc., helped in
transforming the sinister villain from a

crook to a homicidal maniac.

Earlier the crooks on screen weré shown in
the garbofcivility to hide their cunningness
and viciousness but in recent years villains
are depicted as people who openly hack
people to death.

The protagonists of the movies have also
undergone drastic changes. Every second
movie shows them as people who are inno-
cent victims of social injustice, and as peo-
ple who can obtain justice only by taking
the law into their own hands. The hero is
now neither a “Ram” nor a “Krishna” but
a person who is starting to fight his own
battle for survival in the cruel world out to

destroy him both mentally and physically.

The scenes have rapidly changed with the
writers taking more and more liberties with
violence, sex and crime. Even as guns
boom and fire and mayhem rage, the audi-
ences, more so the youth of today, are
happy and “House Full” signs appear at the
cinemas long before the movies are

screened.

College campuses and university surround-
ings are depicted in movies not as sacred
places for gaining education, which would
later act as stepping stones to a succcesful
career, but as places where romance blos-

soms and one finds one’s future mate.
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The youth of today enter campus all rosy-
eyed with a hope of falling in love with
some smart boy or girl and getting married
These, 1
would say, are the results of the scenes in

and living happily ever after.

every second movie. Drop-outratesare on

the increase.

Moreover, no movie is complete without a
vamp and a rape scene. The heroines of
today’s movies believe in skimpy dressing
and runningaround a few trees and singing
songs in the rain. More often than not, the
movies hardly have any story and people
are left wondering after three hours of

watching the movie as to what the plot was.

Like the hero, the heroine too has under-
gone a vital metamorphosis. Today she’s
no longer the love-lorn young girl rocking
in the hands of cruel fate. She is no longer
meek and submissive, but a daring and
angry young woman who can single-

handedly combat vicious men.

The truth may be unpalatable, but in to-
day’s world film makers seem to be bereft
ofany social responsibility. Theironly goal
is to produce movies which are full of
violence and crime and seem to be hardly
concerned about the permanent scars on
the psyche of the impressionable youth.
These films teach new techniques of vio-
lence and torture.

Many youths, caught in the performance of
an anti-social act, when interrogated, in-
sisted that they derived inspiration from the
movies. In other words it is a kind of slow

poisoning of human minds.

The movie censors seem to be turning a
blind eye to all the gory scenes shown. It
is high time they take severe action and
curtail the violence and crime which would
certainly leave a negative impact on the
minds of the youth.

BINDU S
Il BA (PSEng)

There are two modes of establishing our reputation; to be praised by
honestmen, and to be abused by rogues. Itis best, however, to secure
the former, because it will invariably be accompanied by the latter.

- Colton




JEWELS IN THE CROWN

During its twentyfive years of distinguished service to the field of education, the hallmark
of Christ College has been its ability to produce lecturers and students who have managed
todo the College proud inone way or the other. This article isa compilation of interviews
with some of the Christites - both tutors and tutored - among the staff and students. We
decided to ask them just what makes them the interesting, noticeable and vehemently
different characters they are in college. What follows then, are their reactions :

LECTURERS

Mr. Oommen Mathew

One of the seniormost lecturers of Christ College, Mr.Oommen Mathew has been Milton,
Shakespeare and Marlowe, all at once for his students for twenty-six years. What makes
his classes most enjoyable is his ability to be almost one among the students themselves.
Mr. Mathew believes in being an informal teacher as this is the best way to be kind and
considerate to the students .

He recalled how he had to take up Chemistry for his graduate studies, despite being
enthralled by literature, only due to the insistance of his college Principal. Having thus
being at the recieving end himself, Mr. Oommen Mathew feels that college days should
be "happy days" for a student. "These are the days whena young person enjoys the best
days of his life", he says. All his students will also agree that Mr. Mathew played a large
part in making their college days a happy time for them.

We asked Mr.Oomen Mathew about some of the traits that make him one of the best-
known lecturers in the college. His hallmark, of course, is his salt-and-pepperish hair
about which Mr. Mathew has ceased to worry since he started greying as early as at
twenty- two years. He is strictly against dyeing and says in his inimitable style...."Look
old if you are old.Its easy to look young but hard to look old." As for his characteristic
style of dressing, Mr. Mathew thinks that he dresses to suit his age and as a teacher he
is required to look neat.

A factor which endears Mr Oomen Mathew’s classes to his students is that he mostly turns
upa few minutes late as he believes that students should not be “taxed heavily”. He also
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cites himselfas being in illustrious company, saying - "Do you know, Dr.Radhakrishnan
was always fifteen minutes late to a meeting?"

An avid reader of almost any facet of the English language, Mr. Oomen Mathew would
like to be remembered as a “good teacher who really loved his students and also as a good
person.” Defining himself as a "concession teacher," he looks upon his profession as a
bond of trust between tutor and pupil. Asked for a message for students, he answers as
cheerily as alway{,'— "Do well all that you do!"

Mr. Vinod Kumar

Interviewing Mr.Vinod Kumar turned out to be a great pleasure for the first thing he
offered us was his lunch. Then commenced our conversation over a chapathi roll (with
egg in it) for each of us. This certainly was a ‘ful-filling” assignment.

We began by asking him about the many varied extra curricular activities he is involved
in with the students. Mr. Vinod Kumar feels academics and programmes such as quiz,
debate, etc go hand in hand. It is difficult though, for him to find time for this busy schedule
but taking extra pains for “investing time in knowledge” always pays off for him.

Mr. Vinod Kumar traced his interest in quizzing to his early days in school and college
where he was also involved in sports activities such as football, basketball, table tennis
etc. His other interest lies in reading crime novels, and the works of Richard Bach, Ayn
Rand, etc., which he says he turns to when he thinks he is not doing his work properly.

However his main passion lies in Bio-Chemistry wherein he is also pursuing a PhD in
Enzymology. Although he had plans of following up his research he was diverted enroute
into teaching, albeit unintentionally. Teaching Chemistry for him is not as easy as Bio-
Chemistry, but Mr. Vinod Kumar is emphatic in that he has no regrets about his vocation.

His sense of humor is an aspect which enlivens his classes greatly for his pupils, though
Mr. Vinod would not like to think of himself as a “joker”. However, he does feel that,
to enjoy life as well as classes, you do need humor.

As a teacher, he believes that it is his duty to inspire the students to like their subjects.
Mr. Vinod believes that it is upto the young people to identify their talents and aptitudes
and not leave their future in the hands of an ill-equipped system.
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His cheerful message to his students and all young people is also along these lines. “Decide
what you will do and give it your all - success will follow™.

Mrs. Selvi Manjunath

Our conversation with Mrs. Selvi Manjunath took off on a quite a low note. This was
a lecturer who firmly did not believe that she had distinguished herself in "any manner
whatsoever. It finally took us to supply her with a reason when we asked her about her
success as a “no-nonsense accepted” teacher.

Mrs. Manjunath feels that it is of no use beinga strict teacher and remarks that her classes
might be liked because her students “like my nature perhaps”.

“Talking about her career as a teacher of Mathematics, Mrs. Manjunath identified her
father as the driving force behind her scoring centum in Maths throughout her academic
life. She thinks lack of time to pursue other activities is the major drawback of her work.

Although lacking formal training in Computer Sciences, Mrs. Manjunath finds herself
reading more books on this subject than even in Maths. ‘Calculus’ and ‘Software’ form
part of her favourite reading material, but any other subject apart from the ones she
teaches “makes me feel sleepy”, she candidly admits.

Asked about her experiences as a woman in a male-dominated college, Mrs. Manjunath
denied having had any difficulties in this area. She also sees little change in the college
since she joined except that the number of girls is slowly increasing.

Typically for this serious academician, who feels a good teacher is one who is
“approachable”, Mrs. Manjunath asks her students to study well and also to enjoy
themselves. She acknowledges that though this is the time for enjoyment, studies should
also be given top priority.

Her final reaction to the interview however was “I still don’t understand why you chose
to talk to me!”. Well, you just can’t convince some people.
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Mr. Rahul Pathak

Besides the fact that he is the only five-star chef in the college, what makes Mr. Rahul
Pathak distinctive? He, is also the HOD of Hotel Management with a glittering list of
qualifications to his credit.

Having acquired a Diploma from the Institute of Hotel Management, Hyderabad and a
Post Graduate Diploma in Food Production and Skills Management from Bombay, Mr.
Pathak also has had a varied work experience. This includes stints at The President,
Bombay, The Gateway, Hyderabad, and more recently, at the West End, Bangalore.

When we asked him why he chose this profession, pat came the answer- "I’d rather cut
chickens than human beings." Mr. Pathak also could identify easily with the job as he
started off early, helping his mother with the household chores.

Mr. Pathak remarked that he was extremely satisfied with his present job as salary and
other benefits take only second priority to job statisfaction for him. Christ College also
holds special significance for him as it has been during his tenure here that he has finally
got time to get married after a long eight-year courtship.

Referring to his “home management” department, Mr. Pathak humourously told us that
his wife was both boss and chef. Cooking was about evenly shared by them.

On the professional front, however, Mr. Pathak is proud of his acheivement in bringing
about”a homogenous mixture of planning, equipment and practical inputs in the BHM
Lab. We have acquired that technology in two years’ time, that Government Institutes
acquired over twenty-five years”.

He also mentioned the evergrowing prospects of the Hotel industry and cited the unique
campus interviews conducted in Christ College as a means of meeting the huge demand
for trained professionals . Mr. Pathak proposes to start campus recruitment schemes
for BBM students also.

Reflecting on his prowess as a chef, Mr. Pathak whose personal favourite is Hyderabadi
cuisine, remarked that “though every woman is a born cook, men have to learn to become
chefs.” They still tend to be excellent at their job, as Mr. Pathak himself proves.
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Mr. P. Krishnaswami

The tale of the SWO, Mr. Krishnaswami’s ambitions is a sad one. Having started off
with a burning desire to become a booking clerk in his village cinema booth, specialising
in ticketing for the second show, he has had to make do with becominga lecturer in Christ
College.

Begginning life in a “peasant family” in Coimbatore, Mr. Krishnaswami succeeded in
becoming the sole educated person in his family with a rank in B.A. and scholarship for
his M.A. Though the subject for his unfinished Ph.D. was Tamil, he preferred to do his
M.A. in English for his sheer love for literature, irrespective of the language in which it
is written.

Interested in local politics as a student himself, Mr. Krishnaswami believes that students
today are also greatly affected by politics which makes his job as SWO all the more
challenging. His role in this capacity is one of a “mender of fences” between students
and the management according to him. Mr. Krishnaswami also feels thata teacher needs
to be more of a spiritual guide to his pupils thana monitor; and believes in making people
see their opponent’s point of view in case there is a conflict of ideas.

These strong beliefs of his have helped him thoroughly enjoy his tenure as SWO but he
would also like to make way for some one else to occupy this post. Having become a
teacher by accident, Mr. Krishnaswami calls for better career guidance and placement
schemes to be included in our educational system. ‘

On the personal front, Mr. Krishnaswami’s interests run the whole gamut from films to
village festivals and also politics. A serious film-goer, he also nourishes an ambition of
writing a book on films and directing an art film someday. As far as his students are
concerned, he would just like to be remembered as a “friend”.

A teacher can never truly teach unless he is still learning
himself. A lamp can never light another lamp unless it
continues to burn its own flame.

- Tagore
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STUDENTS

Bruce Lee Mani

Come “Reflections” time and Christ College finds itself a new talent every year- be it in
music, dance or literary activities. Reflections 93 brought into the limelight, Bruece Lee
Mani, a I PU student who proceeded to sweep most of the prizes and came close to be
Mr. Reflections 93. Though he won prizes in elocution, debate and quiz, it was by
singing praises of “The Goat” - “La bamba™ that he stole his way in to the hearts of the
audience.

Having eaten his way through a gargantuan lunch (both his own and his friends”) - which
he stipulates as being necessary to maintian his huge frame- Bruce settled down to answer
queries. Asked about his multi-faceted talents, Bruce recalls beginning to participate in
co-curricularactivities in the sixth standard at school but did not take them quite seriously
until he got to the tenth standard. Itis the joy of participating, rather than winning prizes,
that prods him to try his hand at a variety of competitions. What he would like best to
do though, is to be a spectator rather than a participant.

Bruce also finds it difficult to concentrate on just one of his talents. He thinks music is
the best devoloped among his" God-given gifts. For him, music is far from being an
enjoyable past-time activity and as he puts it himself “I just can’t live without music.”
Having learnt to play the guitar while in school, Bruce can also play keyboard and
baroque and would also like to learn violin and saxophone. His taste in music ranges
from “Beethoven to Baba Sehegal” but he mostly prefers listening to western and
classical instrumental music.

Although Bruce would like to take his studies more seriously, he finds reading, playing
football and writing songs, stories or poetry taking up most of his time. Other factors
which play an important part in his life, are of course his parents and his large group of
friends - (the latter group participating in this interview more forcefully than Bruce
" himself).

A question one couldn’t resist asking Bruce Lee was about the handkerchief he had tied
around his neck, cowboy style, and about the cap he wears almost perpetually. The
answers left me flabbergasted to say the least. “The kerchief stays there because I find
it the easiest way to wipe my nose during my year long colds and I wear the cap because
I like being a shady character”- quipped Bruce.
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Often temperamental and bored , Bruce Lee has lived up to his name completely by
acquiring a blue belt in Karate too. Describing himself as basically open minded and a
loner, this whiz-kid cherishes dreams of becoming a pilot in the future.

Shiva Prakash Arya

When a person makes up his mind to succeed, factors such as being only seventeen years
of age tend to become irrelevant. Shiva Prakash Arya, a second PU student provides
ample proofof this. He is one young man whose tenet in life is to leave nothing untouched
as also to do well in everything he tries.

Having captained his school teams incricketand football, Shiva Prakash has also achieved
the rare featof playing both these sports as partof the college team also. Literary activities
such as speech contests and writing events are also his forte. A self taught guitarist as
well as the first runnerup at a recent personality contest in St. John’s Medical College,
Shiva Prakash still manages to top his class academically every yeag.

Withso many activities on his hands, time management is always a major problem for this
teen ager, not taking into account the fatigue such a hectic schedule incurs. What still
keeps him going is his self confessed urge to reach the top. Rating hisambitionas wanting
toattaina position of authority where he can be in charge of policy making, Shiva Prakash
lists Engineering or Law and finally an MBA and the IAS as his definite career goals.

When asked why he would choose academics over sports as a career, Shiva Prakash’s
reply was that playing was merely a valve for letting off steam and that he did not believe
in wasting his intellect.

However, being talented and successful does have its negative effects according to Shiva
Prakash. For one, it creates a certain amount of strain with his peers and also gets him
“excessively mobbed” by girls. Yes, the latteractivity is definitely something this young
man would like to avoid - at least for now.

Shiva Prakash’s further interests lie mainly in academics but he would aspire to be a better
human being who is ready to go out of his way to help people in need.
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Padma. V.

Being the sole girl interviewed in this article, the first question Padma faced was if she
thought girls achieved only limited exposure. The answer was a most emphatic “Yes”
and this first year journalism student also cited various reasons for the same.

“Firstly girls resort to a lot of groupism. They have culitivated a feeling that developing
their considerable potential is merely a waste of time” stated Padma. Ina co- educational
milieu such as Christ College, students have more opportunities for devolopment due to
the diversity seen here, according to her, which should lead to a better chance to enhance
one’s talents.

Padma cites her basic interest as being people themselves and since she puts in a lot of
time studying them and learning from them, she finds herself quite occupied on campus.

This includes cultural activities such as the Engllsh Dramatics Club of which she is an
enthusiastic member.

Havinga deepaffiliation with nature, Padma brings out her love for nature in the romantic
poems thatshe writes. Writing has been a favourite activity for hersince her school ays
and her main interest lies in penning human interest items.

Though acting and reading are her passions in life, Padma’s earliest ambition was to
become a journalist. Having cherished this dream since her seventh standard, Padma
plans to enjoy her studies in the college’s “beautiful campus” for now.

Julian Philips

Forall those male members of Christ College who dream of literally letting their hair down
and ultimately achieving pony-tailed bliss, Julian Philips is to them, what Hippocrates is
to medicine. But a mere mention of the popularity that his tresses bring him is enough
to embarass Julian thoroughly. When asked why and when he started to grow his hair
long, this second-year Electronics student was practically personified in his answers.

"Though I don’t crave attention of any sort I did want to be different for myself, once
in my life", he reflected. As for when he started growing his hair "I cut it short for my

interview with Fr. Kariyil and just let it grow after that" he said.

The other factor which makes Juliana well-known figure in college, is of course his music.
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Though he had no formal lessons in music, he has mastered the clarinet, keyboard,
accordion, saxophone and mouth-organ from his musically inclined family members.
Music for Julian is an “an indulgence, a luxury”and it takes up most of his time; either
listening to, it or playing his favourite solos or even composing his own pieces.

His personal favourites are classical rock and country music and the groups “Deep
Purple”, “Doors” and “Iron Maiden” rate high with him. Although Julian claims very
little connection with Indian Music he listens to both Western and Indian Music, plays
fusion, and can appreciate Indian Classical instrumental music.

What the future holds for himisstilla daze forJulian as he describes himselfas “ambition-
less” but he would prefer to doa practical course in electronics later on. Studying music
or taking it up as a profession are not on his agenda just now as they leave him with very
little time for other activities. His hobbies include reading-"but no serious stuff"-
basketball and Table Tennis.

Another avenue of interest for Julian is “studying people and finding out things about
them.” As he would like to see the nicer side of people he also comes across as a nice
guy himself. What is not quite apparent although is that Julian Philips is a thorough
gentleman despite his vague and often bizarre physical appearence. Julian laughs this off
heartily saying that he likes to prove people wrong, especially during the major passion
of his life- rock shows.

When Julian Philips lets his hair go loose, dons his favourite long overcoat and gets into
his famous ‘headbanging’ actatsuch live music concerts - “there is a path cleared out for
me wherever I want to go and all the guys just hold on to- their girlfriends for dear life!
Funny, isn’t it?”

Brian Carvalho

Atthe fag end of his fifth and last year at Christ College, Brian Carvalho is sure he knows
why he is recognised around campus. "I"ve been here for 5 years now and have been
singing for the college band," he says, reiterating that it is only through his music that
people know him.

‘Trying tosuggest that italso could be due tohis * Universal nice guy image’ is notaccepted
immediately but Brian gradually agrees. He feels that this could be due to the fact he
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enjoys life wholly , with both its ups and downs and is quite glad to be in the world as such.
People around him generally have an enriching effect on him and he manages to getalot
from them.

The things that make life so fascinating for Brian are his music, his family and also
people in general. His chief interest, therefore, lies in watching and learning from
peoples’ reactions.

Modestly describing himselfas anaverage, though hardworking performer inacademics,
(his first priority) he also finds time to be an all-rounder of sorts. Having played Cricket
at school and state sub-junior levels, Brian now concentrates on Quiz, JAM etc. Never
one to sit idle, he keeps himself occupied with word games and also listens to a lot of
music especially, John Lennon, Eric Clapton, Elton John and others. Though his tastes
in Classical Western are very limited, he does enjoy Indian instrumental pleces by Zakir
Hussain and Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia.

Possessing “an ear for music” which enables him to watch and learn, Brian can already
play flute, keyboard and violin - tabla beingsomething he would like to master. An ardent
fan of soft music and A.R.Rahaman’s tunes too, Brian is a firm believer of the adage,
practice makes perfect. He feels that to sound soft and pleasing in his music requires a
decided effort.

Professionallly he does not feel he could go very far with music and so has decided to opt
for advertising instead. The reason: he loves visualising ads and it pays well too.

Asked about his ambition Brian had this to say - "I’d like to be very rich and still be sane
and contented." Who doesn’t for that matter, but here is one guy who really deserves
it.

Text by: Aparna Padmanabhan
I BA(JPEng);
Editor.

Youth is the opportunity to do something and to
become somebody. - Munger
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Outgoing Students of '74

Adieu
and
Au Revouir !

Il year M.A.,
(Socioloigy)

[Il Year B.B.M

[l Year B.HM




Degree Science

lIB.Sc.,
CMS

llIB.Sc.,
PME

llIB.Sc.,
PCM




11 B.Sc., CBZ

lB.A.,




Degree — Commerce

[IIB.Com.. A
[l B,Com., B




Il Year PUC — Science

ITPU
PCME and
PCMB 'A'

[1PUPCMB 'B'

TPCMB 'C'




Il Year PUC — Commerce & Arts

[TPUC
CAMS

I1PUC
HECA




Here Comes Exam

With pen in hand and desk before,
And nibs on it from one to four, With tightened boots and dignified air
You take your seat on exam chair. The hour has come, the hall is 'ﬁlled
Your body perspired and hands chilled,
The bell is rung, the papers come
You get wrung and think all is undone:
The hall is calm, the air is stressed
Madams, sirs prowl without rest.
How many questions have I done? Only one, yet ten remain
You scratch your head and rack your brains
Your cheeks are flushed with a crimson glow.
Time has come to give the paper
Head aches like banged by a hammer,
Oh, I know
You hit upon a thing you sought
And write fresh thought
On is your pen pouring
Go on blotting as you keep writing

LET YOUR ANSWERS SHINE WITH STARS.

Biju T. V.
Il B.Com A

85



GEARING UP FOR MEGA TRENDS

Christ College introduced the Bachelor of Business Management (BBM) Degree Programme
in the academic year 1991-92. The BBM Programme can perhaps be described as a
prologue to the MBA. BBM students are required to imbibe the knowledge arid skills
necessary to manage the lower echelons ofan organisation, ina rapidly changing environment.
Our college seeks to instil in us, this knowledge-and-skills-mix, through academic and non-
academic pursuits.

Being the first batch of BBM, both for Bangalore University, as well as for Christ College, it
has been none too easy for our lot; but our plight might have been worse had it not been for
the extraordinary care we recieved from the institution. All credit goes to the dedicated
faculty members who drove home to us the basic tenets of business and how they function in
a highly competitive situation.

We at Christ’s, are very proud of the fact that we are considered the “premier BBM” in
Bangalore. That is possibly because of all the “extras” we get here. The College has always
tried to provide us with the greatest possible exposure and the accent has always been on
bridging the gap between theory and practice. We have had senior practicing managers
interacting with us regularly, including a memorable session with UNICEF’s head of
worldwide finances. We participated in personality development programmes, seminars,
workshops, as well as group discussions and debates. We have had the benefit, in short, of a
“value- added” product. Supporting our multifarious activities was superb infrastructure in
the form of a forty thousand volume library, a state-of-the-art Computer Centre, an ideal
Conference Hall and a unique Language Lab.

As part of our Curriculum we undertook industrial tours during which we visited MICO,
MOOG, Bifora and Thums Up, firms which all have units in and around Bangalore. We
ventured further afield last October when we ourselves organised a ten-day study trip to
Ahmedabad where we visited leading companies like Reliance, Arvind Mills and Torrent
Pharmaceuticals.

Identifying itself with our future success, the College has shown its extra concern for us by
organising special coaching classes to prepare us for the entrance tests of leading
Management Institutes in India.

The extra care, this concern for our development and well-being, the individual attention
that we have received, has nurtured us and enabled us to grow our wings, making us ready
to fly..... and hopefully, soar high in the skies of Corporate World.

111 BBM Students
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“NEXT CENTURY IS A CENTURY OF INDIA”

The person who had created a furore in
1980, when he was put into a postal bag,
tied and then put in an iron box, whichalso
was then locked and inspected by police
officials and then dropped from a helicop-
ter into the China Sea where the box sank,
from whch after 40 seconds, P. C. Sorcar
(Jr.), the person locked inside came up to
the surface of the water with the iron box
still locked; to the amazement of the audi-
ence has created a sensationonce again last
year by vanishing a whole train at West
Bengal’s Khana Railway Station (Near
Burdwan) in frontof the media, scientists,
lawyers, police officers and politicians.

This great personality, namely, Pradeep
Chrandra Sorcar (Jr.), who is also a proud
Indian, in an exclusive interview to our
student representative Zahid H. Javali, on
23rd June athotel Ajantha,said that he can
easily vanish the Parliament, Taj Mahal,
Howrah Bridge, Gomateshwara Statue and
also Vidhana Soudha. "Only thing is, it
needs some expenditure, that’sall. Ifsome-
one is prepared to meet the expenditure
required, I can vanish eachone of them in
a fraction of a second" says P. C. Sorcar

0r.).

P.C. Sorcar (Jr.) is always on a research
spree in search of new magic which is
completely scientific. As Sorcarsaysin his

- P.C. SORCAR(JR)

own words “My magic is completely scien-
tific and there is nothing called supernatu-
ral powerinit!” He goes ontosay that his
magic’s aim is to show the people the
miracles of science and in the process
entertain them by creating illusion.

To steal a march over the world’s greatest
magicians is proof of P.C. Sorcar’s (Jr.)
calibre. The Rope trick is still a mystery
to many great magicians and Sorcar, thus,
has thrown down the glove to them to
decode his trick!

The rope in Sorcar’s hand does what he
says, viz., dances, runs ,and lastly a boy
climbs the unsupported rope, losing his
hands, legs and fingers which fall in pieces
on the ground. Then Sorcar fuses these
human pieces and once again the boy
climbs the rope and lo! He disappearrs in
thin air!!!

According to Sorcar, Magic is defined in
the form of an equation too!

Science + Psychology + Arts
3

= Magic

P.C. Sorcar (Jr.) does not use hypnotism in
his art since it is illegal, while telepathy is
still under probe, says P.C. Sorcar (Jr.) to
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our query whether he uses telepathy in his
art.

"Magic is an art of escaping from reality"
says Sorcar (Jr.) and goes on to say that
"Scientific Expansion" is the driving force
which keeps him going - otherwise called
“Advancement in Science™.

The train disappearing act was based on
Physics’ “Refraction Theory” which helped
him in diverting the viewer’s attention
elsewhere, costing him a whopping 10
Lakhs!

"I am a born Magician" says P.C. Sorcar
(Jr.) and goes on to say that he was not

interested in studies right from the begin--

ning. By just studying 15 days prior to
exams, he passed his B.A., withdistinction
and M.Sc., inapplied Psychology. Hehad
no interest inany Government job and was
ina puzzled state when in 1971, he got the
answer from his father, who while per-
forming his magic show in Japan fell down
dead due to a heart attack on January 5th
1971. It was at that time that P.C. Sorcar
(Jr.) took over his forefather’s eight- gen-
eration- old art of Magic, and from then on,
has been to Japan 20 times and has trav-
elledalmostall over the world, performing
~ and enthralling people with his all-new-
Magic. As P.C. Sorcar (Jr.)says, “Tricks
are no more the dominant feature of a
magic show. It is presentation which is
most important. Magic is 25% manipula-
tion and 75% presentation."

What are P.C. Sorcar's future plans?
Well, they are space walking, underwater
magic, telepathy, OOBE (Out Of Body
Experience)and PSI Phenomena which are
being researched by him- pedalling a cycle
on water is a trick which is to be available
to the public probably next year itself !

When asked about his method of planning
forsuccess, he replied that he would dream,
jot down and practice, together with ex-
perimenting truths and keeping pace with
scientific advancement- applying logic in
the process too!

P.C. Sorcar (Jr.) does what a full-fledged
scientist cannot:

1) Shrinking a six feet person into a 2/,

feet dwarf.

2) Convertinga caged personintoa roar-
ing lion.
Cutting a girl longitudinally and then
combining the two human pieces.
Convertingan Ambassadorcarintoan
elephant.
Converting Re.1/- into Rs.1000/-.

3)
4)
5)

The greatest tricks of the famous magicians
are known to Sorcar (Jr.), but he does not
include them in his shows. What he per-
forms are purely his own tricks which cre-
ate a lasting impression on the viewer.

Such is P.C. Sorcar's pull over the
audience that his shows are always
jampacked.
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The maestro of magic sees himself as con-
tinuing to perform his art in 2000 A.D.
"An Era of Science".

P.C. Sorcar (Jr.) has a brother and two
sisters. He and his wife Jayashree have
three daughters Maneka, Maubini and
Mumtaz, of whom Maneka is interested in
Magic. P.C. Sorcar wants them to do
something big and fulfil people’s dreams!

Sorcar acknowledges the support given by
his large family, and friends, and credits
them with the ideas that helped himachieve
his goal.

Yes, P.C. Sorcar (Jr.) did encounter finan-
cial difficulties, but goes on to say that by
working harderand believing in himself, he
overcame them.

Sorcar’s model magicians apart from his
father are as follows:

1) Conjurer Nelson Downs

2) Illusionist Howard Thurston

P.C.Sorcar's hobbies, according to him are
“Magic,magic and magic!”

He acknowledges his patronage to India by
quoting that he feels great to be an Indian
and also opines that India is a superb
country which would wake upin the next
century.

P.C. Sorcar (Jr.) advises the student com-
munity to work hard and believe in them-
selves to achieve their goal in life and not
to miss seeing India wake up in the next
century .

“Beleive in Magic, as Magic is the only
answer” says P.C.Sorcar (Jr.)and goes on
tosay “This Worldis anillusion, only GOD
is the truth”, concluding a memorable inter-
view by his pleasant magical smile and
soothing twinkling eyes.

We wish the very best to him in the years
to come !

3) Classical Magicians - LocalStreetMagicians Zahid.H.Javali
of India I BA(JPEng)
A chemist, a physicist and a mathematician were near a river. The physicist said, ”I\

N

will find out the depth of this river”, and he jumped into it. He did not come up even
after 30 minutes. After that the mathematician said, “I will find out the length and
breadth of the river”, and he too jumped into it. He also did not come out for a long
time. After at least two hours when they did not come out, the chemist shrugged his
shoulders and said to himself, “Both are soluble in water”.

LATHA R.
Il BA (HEP) )




Sauviowr! Sauve Ui

Saviour ! darkness has hoisted the World,

Today, love and truth has disappeared from people’s words.
Once religion was people’s guiding light,

But now people have misused the same to fight.

Due to Nationalism, War has arisen between nations,
People fight each other over Community and religions.
The holy places dedicated to Him, long ago,

Now turned to political grounds, without your prayers’ echo.

Today even Sun’s brightness fades away,
As pollution marches forward on its way.
All read holy books that preach love and affection,
But now there is no one for its protection.

Man by his devilish nature has himself turned his enemy,
Development has dropped due to Man to Man envy.

Oh ! Saviour, light Mankind’s dark Soul.

Without you, We are the players who play only foul.

Evil and its family is joyfully dancing all over Nature,
Incarnation of you is needed again to protect your creatures
Save man from this darkness, ho ! Saviour,

Teach man, how to revise the forgotten lesson of Character and behaviour.

T. A. Sameer
I PUC(PCMB)
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College Day Celebrations

Shri. PASHA, LA.S.,
} Chief Guest
delivers the Key-note address

Ending the year with a

splash of color and



Kudos to Kannada Sangha . . .. STONY BROOK

from across the seas . . ..

College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Linguistics

February 16, 1994

Father Anthony Kariyil
Principal

Christ College

Hosur Road,
Bangalore - 560 029.

Dear Fr. Kariyil

Plenty are people who complain, but few take the trouble to pay acompliment on a job well done.
This point was brought home to me when I came across the enclosed clip from the Times of India
during my recent stay in India. I had been meaning to write to you for along time, and this article
spurred me to act, so here it is.

Lam writing to compliment you and your institution on the exemplary work you have been doing,
over the last two decades, in promoting Kannada studies. As a linguist with a research focus
onKannada, [ have read a number of publications of the Kannada Sangha, including your recent
publications, T. N. Sitaram's "Aasphoota”, and have been impressed by the high creative and
scholarly caliber of the works as well as their excellent production quality. You are rendering
a yeoman service to Kannada studies in these politically as well as financially hard times, one
that surpasses the work done by several universities, and [ wanted you and your staff to know
that your vision and dedication are appreciated. Professor Chi. Srinivasaraju has played a key
role in this project and your wisdom in attracting him back from Hampi will, 1 am sure,
strengthen what is already a historic contribution.

I wish your institution and the publication series continued success.

With best regards,

Yours sincerely

S.N. Sridhar A State University of New York at Stony Brook
. Y 11 76

Professor Stony Brook, New York 11794-43

516-632-7777
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I still recallthe cover page ofa 1985
Business India issue that posed to its
readers - Hotels ‘Is the Boom over’?
Well I’'m sure that most people would
agree that, for India the ‘boom’ has just
begun. Taking Bangalore into consid-
eration, it has been an addition of over
500 rooms by hoteliers in search of
professionalism to the already existing
star hotels in Bangalore over a few

months. The emergence of multina- .

tional companies into Bangalore’s
bustling industrial sphere, and the shift-
ing focus of tourism to the beauty of the
South have contributed much to this
growth. This demand for hotels and in
general the hospitality industries’
labour-intensive requirement would be
heightened by the materialisation of
the International Airport near Banga-
lore in the very near future. Bangalore,
thus, has the potential to become the
undisputed capital of the South.

The objective of the entire 3 years
in Hotel Management at Christ College
was notonly to focus on various depart-
ments, of a hotel. It also gave an insight
into the total infrastructure of a hotel
fromthe pointofan entrepreneur, which
means starting from the basics of the
need for a hotel, conducting a market
feasibility and financial viability studies.
Also studies on other establishments
such as welfare catering, self service
canteens, fast foods, industrial catering
and a study of 4 major departments
namely Food and Beverage Produc-
tion, Food and Beverage Service,
Housekeeping and Front Office of a
hotel were conducted.

On the other hand, the very rudi-
ments - maybe holding a tray, cleaning
a room handling a guest at the front
office or even chopping onions - was
done with steady graduations into other
tasks during our practical experiences.
These training session at the hotels to-
talled to more than 6 months in the 3
years at Christ College.

All students of Hotel Management
worked duringtheirvacations and many
during the weekends. These involved




long and odd hours in the hotel -
anywhere between 9 to 12 hours aday.
This fostered a sense of humility and
dignity of labour to us. Seldom do any

of the other course students experience \

this before they graduate! By this we
were nurtured to accept the industry
from the very beginning.

The very beginning didn’t show us
what to expect, nor the reasons why
one wanted this course. This was sub-
stantiated by saying things like - meet-
ing people, glamorous working atmo-
sphere, smart uniforms etc. Others felt
that it pointed out more specifically to
the place where one would fit, rather
than comingtoanotherindecisive phase
(after most other degrees). Some of us
guided by the people already in the
hotel industry were confronted with the
words - ‘hard work but paying!’

Subjects ranged from hotel related
topics like Food and Beverage produc-
tion where, once or twice aweek a 3 or
4 course menu was prepared and one
would try his skill on the simplicity of
the American or the romance of the
French cuisines. Food and Beverage
service dealt with interesting things like
the history of wines and spirits, their
production and the food they accom-
pany etc. to name but a few. Some other
hotel related topics were House keeping
and Front office Management. Other
commerce subjects like Accounts, Busi-
ness Law, Management, Marketing,
Economics and Statistics were dealt
with, with one foreign language namely

French along with English, in addition
to a few other minor subjects.

Two bakery workshops were con-
ducted every day for a period, each
lasting for about a month and a half.
These kept other students mesmerized
as the tempting aromas invaded their
classrooms. A course on the develop-
ment of communication skills, a com-
puter course and a seminar on fire
fighting also highlighted the 3 years.

Added to this the Bachelors’ De-
gree in Hotel Management at Christ
College is by far the best with the expe-
rienced hotel management and
commerce department faculty under
the effective guidance of Rev. Fr. Antony
Kariyil.

Thus 3 years at Christ College has in
asense given us a target and fully tuned
us to the industry.
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K.A. Sebastian
Dept of Hindi
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