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CORRIGENDA

Pg. 1 Line 6, Read ‘element’ for ‘elemen’.

Pg. 11 Ansb5, line9, Read ‘and’ for ‘abd’.

Pg 12 Answerto Q. 10 : Chauvinism has been mistaken for
Patriotism. Bigoted attitudes have to give way to
liberal ones. People speak of unity and integration
outside but in their personal lives maintain narrow-
minded attitudes. This also has a negative effect on
the minds of our impressionable youngsters. It is
variety that makes life worth living.

Pg. 43 Rightside, 2nd Para, line 1, Read ‘the’ colonial.

Pg. 72 Rightside, last Para, line 3, Tabular column after ‘with*.

Pg. 76 Rightside 2nd Para, line 6, Read ‘also’ for ‘alos’.

Pg. 79 Rightside, Close inverted comma’s after 2nd Para,

Open inverted comma’s before 3rd Para.

Pg. 82 Rightside, 5th Para, line 3, Read ‘welled’ for ‘swelled’.

Pg. 86 Q. 6. Read: Why was the Aussie team always unhappy?

Pg. 88 Arare achievement, 2nd Para, line 3, read ‘sorts’ for

‘worts’.

Pages 91 to 96 : Top of the tabular format is :

1. SI. No. 2. Profession/Designation 3. Salary/Earnings (Rs.)

4. Free time 5. Whether fulfilling 6. Position in Society

7. Career Prospects 8. Job security 9. Perks 10. Retirement/

other benefits 11. Whether recommended to youngsters ;

12, 13, 14 As they are.

Pg. 91 Heading: AN OVERVIEW OF SOME CAREERS

Pg. 91 Sl No. 1. Salary : 3000-5000; Career
Prospects : Very good

Pg. 91 SI. No. 8. Career Prospects : Good; Job Security :
Good; Perks : Medical allw., LTC, Quarters; Retire-
ment/other benefits : PF, Gratuity, Death relief of
650C0/- etc -

Pg. 93 SI. No. 18. Salary >5000

Pg. 93 SI. No. 20. Retirement/other benefits : PF, Pension,
Insurance; Whether recommended : Yes, but depends
on love for service and discipline.

Pg. 94 SI. No. 25. Perks : Job satisfaction; Retirement/other
benefits : NA.

Pg. 94/95. Sl. No. 29, Position in Society : Good in academic

circles, OK elsewhere.

Pg. 96 SI. No. 35, Suggested qualifications :

PUC with Foundation course or B.Com. PLUS C.A.

Pg. 96 SI. No. 37, Suggested qualifications : PG in Mass
Communication etc.; Personal qualities : ability to

Communicate etc.
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, R MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR

[amindeed happy to offer my sincere felicitations and good wishes to all the members
of the Staff and students of Christ College at the fag end of the current academic year. The
teachers will be busy, engaging special classes to complete thesyllabus and the students will
be burning midnight oil to prepare themselves for the forthcoming examinations. I wish
grand success for both.

We are on the threshold of a new millennium which will be strikingly different from

those mankind has ever seen. Never has this world of ours had so many people and never

* has there been so much progress and development. The growth of Science and Technology

and consequent improvement of the quality of life are very striking. Transportation and

communication have become easier and faster, and accuracy and perfection are visible in

human operations. Production in Agriculture and Industry has reached new peaks.

‘ However, the gap between the rich and the poor is widening and the rich are getting richer

and the poor are becoming poorer. Along with this phenomenon, we observe growing
communal disharmony, religious intolerance, violence and crimes of all sorts.

. Sound education alone can put our countrymen on the right track. The role of every
# genuine educator is to inculcate truly human and democratic values as laid down in the
constitution of our country. The students and the teachers have to contribute a lot and they

have to be more humble and receptive to the needs of our masses.

> Once again wishing you all the best.
REV.FR. MANIGILES, C.M.L

: g
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THE PRINCIPALS REPORT

Itis my proud privilege to place before you a brief account of the academic year
1992-93 and to share with you our successes and failures, hopes and aspirations, fears
and frustrations. As I ruminate over the goings-on in the College, in our country and
in the world during the past one year, I become increasingly aware of the need and
importance of quality education in our schools and colleges and the challenges we
have to face in the process. It is common knowledge that quality education in the
present times is a monumental task which can be accomplished only with the
involvement and commitment on the part of the teachers, the parents and Society in
general and the active co-operation of the students themselves. Itis rightly said that
only human resource development can usher in a new era of transformation in our
country from underdevelopment to development, from poverty to comfortand from
stagnation to growth. No nation can maintain its freedom or advance socially or
materially without committing itself to the education of its youth.

Welivein troubled times. Man’s basic nature for goodness is more often than not
overcome by his capacity for evil. Religion which preaches tolerance, brotherhood
and peace is strangely being marketed by salesmen of violence. However, the youth
in our country today symbolises the hope of redemption, a hope that mankind would
realise the futility of violence and war and the beauty and importance of peace and
brotherhood. Education is not a process of accumulating knowledge and Christ
College does not claim to be creating human banks of information. Itis our endeavour
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Principal's Report Continued....

to aggregate these requirements and meaningfully translate them to the younger
generation. The large number of students who come every year seeking admission
into our College is a salute to our philosophy of education.

CHANGES

Fr.Thomas Chathamparambil who has served this institution exceptionally well
as Vice-Principal, Finance Officer and Lecturer left for higher studies in the United
States on March 10, 1993. We wish Fr. Thomas success in his studies. Fr. Jose Joseph
and Fr. Abraham V. M. have taken over as Vice-Principal and Finance Officer
respectively. Best wishes to both of them. I am proud to inform you that Mr.
Srinivasaraju, Head of the Department of Kannada has been deputed to the Kannada
University, Hampi on leave to take charge as the Director of Prasaranga.

ENROLMENT AND RESULTS

Christ College commenced its 24th academic year on 15th June 1992 on a happy
and encouraging note. It was a delight to see the senior students returning to the
College refreshed and rejuvenated after the summer holidays, and the new faces and
the not-so-new ones entering the campus with vibrating energy and enthusiasm
coupled with strong determination to scale new heights in the pursuit of knowledge.

Christ College at present has a total strength of 2906 students of which 1348 are
in PUC classes, 1527 in Degree classes and 31 in post graduate classes.

As usual, the overall performance of our students in examinations stands
impressive at the PUC level but at the same time it requires improvement at the
Degree level.

STAFF

The onerous task of providing education today is obviously impossible without
theactive co-operation of the teachers and the parents. I am pleased to state that Christ
College has onits staff aband of men and women who serve the student community
with interest and initiative, care and compassion, love and trust, commitment and
dedication. Last year we had the privilege of welcoming the following new members
to our staff.

1. Dr. Priyadarshini P. Maddi 2. Mr. Shaji Isaac
3. Mr. ]. Balakrishna 4. Mr. John Theophilus Selvaraj
5. Mr. Ponmudiraj 6.  Mr. Fernandez John Kennedy




Principal's Report Continued....

7.  Mrs. Suniti Phadke 8. Mr. P. S. Ramachandra
9. Mr. K Y. Narayanaswamy 10.  Mr. R. Chalapathy
11.  Mr. P. Kumaradas 12.  Mr. M. V. Asoka

13.  Mr. C. Pradeep

PROF. SHASTRY’S UNTIMELY DEATH

Christ College as a whole was plunged into deep grief at the sudden and tragic
death of Prof. Shastry, Head of the Mathematics department, in a car accident on 8th
February 1993. Prof. Shastry was one of the seniormost members of this College who
served the institution with loyalty and dedication and his untimely death has left a
clear vacuum. Though he is no more present with us physically, his memory will
linger on in the minds of all who had come in contact with him. His striking simplicity
enabled him to carve a niche for himselfin the hearts of all those who had the privilege
of interacting with him, particularly the staff and students of Christ College. While
placing on record Prof. Shastry’s invaluable services to Christ College, I extend my
heartfelt condolences to his bereaved family. May his soul rest in peace.

Itis with profound sorrow and grief that  mention here yet another tragedy that
befell Christ College during the academic year. Mr Rajkumar of III BA met with a
tragic end when he was drowned on January 24, at Jogfalls during a picnic with his
classmates. I extend my heartfelt sympathy to the bereaved family. May God grant
him eternal rest.

CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Schools and colleges are undoubtedly the ideal places for learning and develop-
ing social skills and qualities like getting along, sharing and working with others.
Needless to say, the quality of our relationships is determined by our own self-
concept, our own self-esteem, our own self-respect and how we feel about ourselves
and how we learn to like ourselves. Studies show that there is a positive co-relation
between self-esteem and academic performance. It is in the light of these truths that
Christ College lays great stress on the co-curricular activities of students without of
course, any let-up in their quest for academic excellence.

The various associations, namely Natural Science Association, Physical Science
Association, Social Science Association, Commerce Association, Management Asso-
ciation and Languages Association, which we have started during the last few years
have enabled to bring about a notable change in the minds of our students. The
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Principal's Report Continued....

students have also been able to take benefit of the other co-curricular activities like
sports and games, NCC, NSS, AICUF and Kannada Sangha. Our cultural team has
made its mark in competitions and festivals organised in Bangalore and at other
places. Their notable achievements include a very good performance at the cultural
festival organised by JIPMER, Pondicherry and winning one of the three major prizes
atthe University Intercollegiate Kannada Theatre Festival at Bangalore. I express my
heartfelt gratitude to all the staff members who have given leadership to all co-
curricular activities.

FAREWELL TO PROF. RAMAKRISHNA RAO

While we are on the threshold of crossing an important milestone of completing
25years, we find ourselves in asad mood when we bid farewell to a staff member who
has reached the age of superannuation. Prof. Ramakrishna Rao of the Physics
department who was one of the pillars of Christ College right from the inception, is
retiring this year. He has been a tremendous source of strength and inspiration to the
students and faculty. Itis certainly not an exaggeration to say that Prof. Rao has been
afriend, philosopher and guide to thousands of Christites. His erudition and down-
to-earth philosophy of life have made him a very pleasing personality. His commit-
ment to Society as a human being and a responsible citizen is no less than his

commitment to the cause of education. Prof. Rao joined the institution on 15th July, |
1969 and he retires on 31st May, 1993. We wish him a very long and meaningful |

retired life.

CONCLUSION

Before I conclude this report I wish to thank the members of the staff, teaching
and non-teaching, for their co-operation and dedicated service in the smooth running
of our College. My sinceregratitude is also extended toall the students of this College.

Letusall unite and get on with the task of buildingabetter tomorrow and making
this world ahappier, safer and more peaceful placetolivein. Assculptors of amodern
and meaningful tomorrow, our task is culled out. Itis our duty to protect the young
minds from the toxic atmosphere of hatred, violence and war. On the threshold of the
new academic year, let us unite and promise to live as more responsible and peaceful
citizens, building a more responsible society and leaving behind a more civilised
world than the one we have inherited.

REV. FR. ANTONY KARIYIL, CMI
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A TRIBUTE TO PROF. SHASTRY

Professor H.D. Sanath Kumar
Shastry, Professor and Head of the
Department of Mathematics, areputed
teacher and a distinguished Mathema-
tician, had served Christ College faith-
fully from its very inception. Christ
College was indeed very fortunate to
have had Prof. Shastry to head its
Mathematics Department, to give the
Department effective leadership and
everything necessary forits growthand
development. Prof. Shastry can truly
be described as one of the pillars of
Christ College who not only played
an important role in the progress of
Christ College but also in shaping the
lives and the destinies of thousands of
students.

By Desmond T.S. Fullinfaw,Dept. of Mathematics

The news of his sudden and tragic
death immediately plunged us all into
a state of shock, despair and grief. His
death is a great loss to all of us. Prof.
Shastry is no more with us - yet his
memoryis fragrantly cherished by thou-
sands who met him and had experi-
enced the force of his mind, soul and
spirit. He enriched, strengthened and
rendered us all the more fuller, richer
and stronger in every sphere of exist-
ence! Prof. Shastry was a great and
inspiring teacher- indeed a rare figure
in ourtroubled and turbulenttimes. He
was quiet, confident, morally depend-
able and above all a towering source of
academicstrength. Helived by whathe
believed and gave generously of his
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time, energy, money and efforttomany
who knew him. He was truly a mag-
nificent and large-hearted man. His
sincere attitude, his noble behaviour,
his cheerful and smart appearance had
broughthim closetoall. Hewasalways
full of life, love and laughter. He had a
vision which extended far into the fu-
ture. He had a fertile mind, a rich
imagination and taught from thedepths
of his being.

‘To be happy and to make others
happy’, was really his philosophy in
life. “Problems exist ! Problems are
bound to make you worried and sad,”
he would often tell us when we were
together. “Problems provide you with
an opportunity to become wiser,
stronger and more confident in life and
definitely closer to the ALMIGHTY,”
was how he would always comfort us.
He believed and taught that “Happi-
ness is the best way of expressing our
gratitude tothe Almighty for His Bless-
ings for creating us and giving us life.”

Prof. Shastry could never see oth-
ers sad. With his deep concern and
kind words he had the capacity to com-
fort them and make them happy again.
All hislife, by his cheerful countenance,
his confident attitude and his many
good deeds he spread joy, happiness,
peace and goodwill everywhere. He
was a man of immense affection, which
all could avail of. He was simple, hon-
est and industrious and highly re-

Tribute to Prof. Shastry Continued....

spected for his wisdom and intellect.

Prof. Shastry was an inspiration to
colleagues, a friend in need to all, and
loving to children. We have known
him to be tender and sympathetic in
condolence, lively and joyous in con-
gratulations - sharing in our joy and in
our SOrrow.

Though forcible and impressive in
important matters, he was never harsh
or proud but was instead humble and
polite to everyone.

We had always looked forward to
his presence and had enjoyed his com-
pany for he was a gifted conversation-
alist, had a wealth of wit, a terrific sense
of humour and immense knowledge
and wisdom.

He loved his students dearly, and
was always interested in their future.
They in turn loved, admired, respected
and honoured him.

Yes, he was a man who was loved
by everyone. Amanwhorevealed tous
that the secret of true happiness was
“To love and be kind to everyone”. A
man who had no enemies - for he could
even love and bless his enemies - he
could truly forgive and forget - a noble
man indeed.

Prof. Shastry needs no monument
to commemorate him - for he lives for-
ever in our minds and in our hearts.




FACE-TO-FACE

- An interview with Prof. H.R.R. Rao
By Tony Sam George & Arun Nayar, Coordinated by Vinod Kumar B.

Prof. H.R. Ramakrishna Rao has

beenteaching Physics togenerations of
students, having been the
H.O.D. right since the incep-

tion of Christ College in 1969.
A B.Sc.(Hons) and M.Sc. in
Physics from Central College,
Bangalore, he has researched
at T.I.F.R., Bombay and L.I.T.,
Kanpur. His major interest of
popularising Science and |
developing Scientific temper
has led him to deliver more
than 120 talks over All
India Radio. He has also
produced Science pro-

grammes and documentaries
for Doordarshan. He is Treasurer of the
Bangalore Science Forum.

Retiring this year after 24 years of

dedicated service to Christ College, this
multifaceted and inspiring personality
graciously accepted to be interviewed.
Here we present a gist of that memora-
ble, thought-provoking, brainstorming

interaction.

Q-1: Sir, Whydid you choose teaching as
your profession?

Ans: Right from my childhood, whether
through street plays or songs, I was a
compulsive communicator. If at all |
had a flair, it was for teaching.

Q-2: Have you ventured into any field

Ans:

other than teaching?

After my B.Sc.(Hons.), I entered
Kannada journalism by publishinga
newspaper ‘Shakti’, concentratingon
social issues. I had to close it down
due to lack of financial backing.

I spent the next two years m an
ashram at a backward village called

Malladihalliin Chitradurgadis-
Atrict, bringing modern ameni-
|ties and teaching new tech-
iques for enhancing produc-
iwity. This is now one of the
10st  progressive villages in
arnataka.

Q-3: Having been associated
with Christ College for almost
|a quarter century , how has
Jstudent culture in Christ Col-
lege changed over the years?

Ans: In the early years of Christ College, the

students and teachers wereveryclose-
knit because they were small in
number. Their one desire was to
establish the identity of the College.
The aim of Spring festival was to
make it known that there was a Col-
lege named Christ College. The cul-
tural programmes then were of the
highest standard and won kudos
from one and all. Our students also
achieved very many ranks, which
also helped in making Christ College
well known. In the batch of 1971, we
won 18 ranks.

Nowadays, student conversations
seem to centre around films and
sports, followed perhaps by teachers,
politics and then studies, if at all.
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Q-4:

Ans:

Q-5:

Ans:

What do you think the ideal
student-teacherrelationship should
be today?

Our country’s glorious tradition has
been the formal Guru -Shishya rela-
tionship. However, this is inappropri-
ate for the present. Today, the teacher
is alearned friend and guidewho helps
the student to realise and develop his
innate qualities and aptitude. At the
formative stage there should be freedom
for interaction. This breaks the barrier
between student and teacher and give
scope for discussing a wide range of
topics. So the student is exposed to
subject areas amongwhich hecan choose
and develop as his own.

How do you assess the presentedu-
cational system?

Our educational system, which we in-
herited from the British does not cater to
the present requirement of specialisa-
tion. Syllabi have not evolved with the
times. At present, the student does not
have the freedom to choose his subjects.
Instead these are decided by someone
else. For instance, a student cannot
now study Physics abd Psychology if he
wishes to. Better methods of assess-
ment have to be devised. The student-
teacher ratio is also much too high for
meaningful education.

The solution lies in a revolutionary
change in the system, and not a patch-
work here and there. The new system
must foster creativity and innovative
spirit within the rich tapestry of each
subject, whether Arts, Science or Lit-
erature,

Q-6:

Ans:

Q-7:

Ans:

Prof. Rao's Interview Continued....

Do you think Englishshould be used
as a link language?

Why not? English is also an Indian
language! It helps in uniting the coun-
try asno other language can, including
Hindi. In India where interstate ex-
change of personnel and information is
necessary for progress, a common lan-
guage is necessary and English is the
best suited.

In terms of medium of instruction, the
mother tongue should play the primary
role at lower levels and English should
beused at the higher levels of education.

With what perspective should In-
dia approach technology?

India lags behind the developed nations
by about 30 years, technology-wise.
This is basically because there is a feel-
ing that we must start from scratch
with respect to technology. This is
unproductive. Like Japan, which bor-
rowed ‘turnkey technology’ from the
USA and is now much ahead of the
USA, we must acquirebasicinfrastruc-
ture and technology and then put to
work our own potential and ingenuity

Bt e e G e Y e
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Ans:

Q-9:

Ans:

Q-10:

Q-11:
Ans:

toimproveonit, and then competewith
the world.

How should one
view Science and
spirituality?
Science is just one
medium of  under-
standing nature.
Scientific methodol-
ogy is only a tool for
achieving certain ob-
jectives. In order to
fathomthe Mind, one
needs spirituality. Spiritualitycnables
us to understand Life, Nature and
Man’s role in it.

Do you think there is a Supernatu-
ral Being?

A Supernatural Being is a necessity of
life. One can't think of existence in
vacuum. Only God can fill it. The
knowledgeof Godisa security inlife. It
would be unrealistic to say that a Su-
pernatural Being does not exist.

How is Society responsible for the
current turmoil in our country?

Whatare your planson retirement?

I intend travelling throughout this
country of ours as my next adventure.
Talsowishtoestablishan institution for
young Physics teachers so that they can
appreciatethe subject and learn to com-
municate it effectively (College teach-
ers do not get achance to doB.Ed). lam
also writing monographs in Kannada
on subjects like gravity, superconduc-
tivity etc.

Prof. Rao's Interview Continued....

Q-12: What is your message to teachers?

S T A P A

6 Learn and Live:
live up 10 your

utmosT portential |

[ et r s e A s ]

Ans: Be fully committed to
your profession! Dedicate
yourself to the cause of your
students. Theteacher’schar-
acter makes a lasting im-
pression on the students.
What I am now is due to my
own teachers.

Q-13. What is your mes-
sage to students?

Ans: Learn and live! Learn theart oflivingand

Q-14:

Ans:

live up toyour utmost potential. What-
ever you do, involve yourself sincerely
and completely. Learn from your mis-
takes and don’t repeat them. Enjoy-
ment, happiness and sincerity are the

keys to life.

What is your philosophy in life?
Service! I consider lifeas an adventure.
It is not mere survival. It is the continu-
ous striving for one’s objective. To be
successful one has to keep climbing,
cver higher, despite falling a hundred
times. Keep climbing and when you
reach the summit, there is immense
satisfaction!

12
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COMMERCIAL BREAK

By Gautam Raja 1 JPEng

“Errands! Errands! Errands!” I grum-
bled, “Can’tIeven spend a quiet hour in my
room? Always errands!” This time I had to
goshopping. Shopping! Istrodeangrily into
the General Store. There was a tall sombre
looking individual behind the counter, de-
voting all his energies to the picking of his
teeth.

“I'd like soap, please,” I asked
brusquely. I was in no mood for niceties.

The man snapped to attention.lalmost
looked behind me.Icouldn’treally be called
imposing.

“Yes, sir. Would you like Lime Fresh-
ness, Cologne Fragrance or would you like
to play football?” asked the man in a dron-
ing monotone.

“Play football?” T asked, eyebrows
raised.

“Yes sir, the big red soap, allows you to
shoot goals at matches,” he droned.

“Well, I've never been good at football,
I'll take it,” I said, wondering whether T had
accidently walked into a black magic shop.

The nextitem on the list was softdrinks.

“Er...I'll take that yellow drink,” Isaid
pointing.

“I'm sorry, that's the wrong choice,
sir,” the man said heavily.

“Oh...okay, whatabout the ones in the
green bottles?” I asked.

“The Super Cooler or the Abnormal
One?”

This is getting more and more compli-
cated, I thought.

“The Super Cooler,” 1 said with confi-
dence that [ didn’t feel.

“That’s the wrong choice, sir.”

“Then it's the Abnormal One,” I cried
triumphantly.

“No sir, it’s still the wrong choice.”

“Okay what about the brown one in
the clear bottle?” 1 asked getting a trifle
exasperated.

“Which one, sir?”

“The one with the hand, with the thumb
sticking up.”

“That's the wrong choice, by thunder,”
roared the man dramatically. I took a step
back, he didn’t seem to be in full control of
himself.

“The other one then,” 1 cried. “Is that
the right choice?”

“Aa Haa! you got it. Yehi hai right
choice, baby!”, cried the man, beaming.

“Baby?”, 1 thought suspiciously,
“What's he upto?”

Deciding to ignore it, [ went on to the
next item. Toothpaste. That should be sim-
ple.

“T'll take toothpaste next,” I said with
as much conviction as I could muster.

“Promise?” asked the man.

I began to seriously doubt his sanity.
I'd better humour him, I thought.

“Yes, 1 promise I'll take toothpaste
next,” I said brightly with a large, friendly
smile on my face.

The man gave me a look that would
have wilted a cactus, and then rattled off,
“Do you want to control tartar, stop bleed-
ing gums, stop bad breath or smile at your
girlfriend from one pace?”

14
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“Good Lord, I just want to brush my
teeth”, I said looking to the heavens for
help.

“How would you like blue bolts of
electricity flashing around you?”, he asked
ignoring my plight, “Or perhaps a white
ring closing around you?”

E

Seeing my expression he added hope-

fuily, “With a ting?”

Seving no sign of celestial intervention
Isaid desperately, “Okay, tell you what, just
give me everything you've got, I'll try them
all.”

The man smiled. I could have sworn
his teeth twinkled.

“I'd like shaving cream now,” I said,
praying for no complications.

“Yes sir, whatbrand?”, asked the man.

That was fair enough. “Er, the one in
the aerosol over there.”

The man looked at the placelindicated
and asked, “Do you make a fuss about shav-
ing?”

“Errrrm no... why...”

“Then you don’t need that one,” he
interrupted with an air of finality.

Let’s turn the tables on him, I thought.

“Which shaving cream do you use?”, I
asked, looking him in the eye.

“Well... er... I like Wilman, but I use
Godrej, my wife... she loves it, won't let me
use any other.” the man said, looking em-
barrassed.

He’s human, I thought. “T'll take
Godrej.” I said.

The man snapped back to his block-
like stance and said, “Yes sir. Er.. you might
be troubled by pesky little men with micro-

Commercial Break Continued....

phones, asking personal questions.”
His insanity was showing again. [ nod-
ded and smiled as calmly as I could.

“What else would you like, sir?” he
asked.

“One of those mosquito repellent
things,” I said checking the list.

“Good Knight?”

Ilooked at the window startled. Had it

taken that long? No, the sun was still shin-
ing. More insanity. Better be careful.

“Good night to you too. Now I'd like
mosquito repellent,” I said watching him
warily.

He began watching me warily for some
reason.

“Tortoise?”, he asked brightly.

“No! Just mosquitoes. For God’s sake!
What do [ want to repel tortoises for??!!,"

screamed, losing control.

“Hit?”
[ did. Only then did I see the brand. I

stammered my apology as he nursed his
face.

“Baygon,” he said finally.

“I'll be gone after this, only one more
item,” I said, sounding as humble as I could
without falling to my knees. Insane people
have the strength of ten men. That's what I'd
heard.

“I want some beverage, to drink in the
morning,” I said, “and then... I'll leave.”

“Okay, what do you want?”

No ‘sir’.I'd better be extra careful. “ That
brown thing there. What is it? Boost?”

Themanlooked furtive. He whispered,
“Ssshhh! That's a secret, you can’t have it.”
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“Secret? Whose secret?” 1 asked bewil-
dered.

“Kapil Dev’s and Sachin’s.” He was
barely audible. Then he resumed in his
monotone, “ Are you still growing?”

“Still growing? Well... I'm eighteen,
not much... I don’t think,” I said edging
away from the counter.

“Then you cannot have Complan,” he
said gravely.

“ Any hope of coffee?” I ventured.

“Are you from this city?”, he asked
looking me up and down. His lips curled
slightly.

“Yes I am,” I stammered.

“Oh,” he said, as if  had just confessed
to bathing in the sewers. “Then you cer-
tainly can’t have Nescafe,” he said with ex-
treme hauteur. “Repeat the following sen-
tence - "Rich Coffee Granules mean Real

Commercial Break Con!inuec{....

Coffee Satisfaction’, with emotion.”

I said it, laying on emphasis and emo-
tion two layers thick.

His lips curled contemptuously. “Looks
like you'll have to drink milk in the morn-
ing... sir.”

“Very well,” I said humbly, “That's it,
no more.”

The man tried unsuccessfully to hide
his relief. His face must have been bruising.
Ifeltelated. It was overatlast. He went to the
cash register and began churning out the
bill. Suddenly he sneezed an enormous
sneeze that rattled the bottles on the shelf.

“Bless you,” I said.

It was catching. I felt a huge sneeze
coming. It exploded, blowing my nostrils
out.

“Coldarin 1i?” said the man, looking
up from the register.

Compliments From:

MOTA SUPER MARKET
MOTA FOODS & STORES (P) LTD

MOTA ROYAL ARCADE

158, Brigade Road, Bangalore -1
Tel : 588648, 587719
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CONCENTRATION

Contributed by Arun Nayar, Editor

A common problem faced by most of us
today is lack of concentration. I have heard
many of my friends ask each other how to
concentrate on their studies. The following
compilation may help you do it.

Inevery mental processacertainamount
of concentration is necessary. Concentration
isin fact sustained attention. Hence we must
understand certain facts about this process if
we are to improve our power of concentra-
tion.

Attention is constantly shifting. Even
when one is concentrating, attention shifts
rapidly from one aspect to another of the
matter to which we are attending. Some peo-
ple claim to be able to carry on two or more
activities at the same time. For example,
some of my classmates claim to be able to
write their practical records and listen to a
lecture on Relativity at the same time. What
really happens is that their attention changes
continuously and rapidly from one to the
other.

We cannot continue indefinitely to at-
tend to one thing if no new focus of interest is
introduced. If we are forced beyond this
point, either natural sleep or a hypnotic state
ensues. Allof us would have experienced this
atsome time or the other in class. We cannot
concentrate on one object for any consider-
able length of time without an effort or will.
When we listen to a monotonous lecture, our
attention wanders to other matters and has to
be recalled. The problem of attention and
concentration is really the problem of habit.
We must develop a habit of paying attention to
what concerns us. With practice we can learn
to desregard many distractions which at first
strongly attract ourattention. For instance, if
our neighbour always turns on the T.V with a
high volume when we study, then we should
learn in time to ignore it.

If you wantto concentrate onsomething
you must convince yourself that it matters to
you. It must evoke your enthusiasm. The
deeper and more permanent the interest, the
more sustained the attention.

Concentration depends on four things:

a). HABIT - The inability to concentrate is
often a sign thata person is the victim of
overindulgence in fantasy, which when
conscious takes the form of day-dream-
ing. The law of attention is that we can
attend toonly one thing once. While we
are attending to our fantasies we cannot
concentrate on anything else.

Many people complainof ‘lack of concen-
tration” or ‘bad memory’. It may at first
appear that they are right, but in reality
they are complaining about their day-
dreams. These so engross their attention
as to not permit concentration. To con-
centrate under these circumstances re-
quires an effort of will to check uncon-
scious fantasy that runs counter to what
we are trying to study.

Another factor plays a role in this condi-
tion. Our day dreams are, as a rule,
emotionally charged. On the other hand,
study material withiits relatively low emo-
tional charge is often unable to attract a
great amount of our attention. The stu-
dent, therefore, prefers to indulge in day
dreams.

Concentration is a habit and habits are per-
fected by practice. Famous Harvard psy-
chologist Professor William James said:
‘There is no such thing as voluntary,
sustained attention for more than a few
seconds at a time. What is called sus-
tained voluntary attention is a repetition
of successive efforts which bring back the
topic to the mind!
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b). INTEREST: The law of interestis of para-

)

mount importance in concentration. In-
terest means, to be in the midst of a situ-
ation. Unless interest is present, unless one
throws oneself heart and soul into a thing,
concentration becomes extremely difficult or
even impossible without a deliberate effort
of will. If we have to attend to something
inspite of it being uninteresting, then we
canstimulate interest where it is flagging
or cultivate it where it is lacking alto-
gether by making use of the simple
method of Autosuggestion. The practical
remedy for the difficulty is to repeat to
ourselves: ‘This interests me and I'll re-
member it , or ‘This
work is interesting
me more and more’
or ‘This subject is
very useful to me
and I like it more
each day’. Slowly
youwillstartbeliev-
ing it and then the
work will really be
interesting to you.

RELAXATION:

What is the relation between concentra-
tion and relaxation ? Is concentration
assisted by relaxing or by tensing ? This
seems to be a matter of debate. This
controversy on the merits of relaxation
versus tension for concentration has now
been settled by Courts.

In Courts’s experiment sixty college stu-
dents learned nonsense syllables eg: Zek,
gway, etc. while exerting muscular effort
by squeezing a dynamometer. A
dynamometer is an instrument to meas-
ure strength. Then each subject learned
lists of syllables both without squeezing
the dynamometer and also while squeez-

ing itatdifferentstrengths upto his maxi- .

“ you want to

concentrate on some-
thing, convince yourself

that it matters to you! ”

Concentration Continued....

how much they had learned, it wasshown
that the number of syllables which they
recalled increased upto the point where
they were exerting a quarter of their maxi-
mumgrip. Beyond that point the number
of syllables recalled began to fall off. The
conclusion to be drawn from this experi-
mentis thataslight amount of tension (physi-
cal only) improves learning, but a larger
amount diminishes it. The ideal means of
concentration is to sit down in a lightly
braced posture.

. WORRY OR EMOTIONAL CONFLICT:

The inability to concentrate may be due
to worry about one’s
other problems. While
you are attending to
your problems or wor-
ries, youcannotconcen-
trate upon anything
else. For example, of a
group of college stu-
dents who were re--
ferred for psychatricaid
on account of reading
disabilities, half were
found to have emo-
tional difficulties. The most common in-
cluded feelings of inferiority and insecu-
rity, immature personalities, depression
and poor social adaptation. This means
that lack of concentration may not be the
main problem. It may merely point to the
existence of some other problem that re-
quires to be solved. When this has been
done there would be no further difficulty
in concentrating. The fourth rule of con-
centration is therefore, to attend either to
the matter in hand or, if that is not possible, o
one’sworries with aview of eliminating them.
But do not expect to be able to attend to
both at once!

Adapted from:

mum grip. When subjects were tested on *Double your learning power" by Geoffrey A. Dudley
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ELEGY WRITTEN ON A COLLEGE CAMDUS

By Brian Carvalho 11 BCom A

The empty corridors, they seem to tell a tale
The falling leaves, the withering petals
The brilliant sunshine and the ruined stage.

The two-foot high platform, now spilling over with potted plants.
"Twas once a place I knew so well.
My heart yearns for Spring but alas it will not be.

They say all the world’s a stage
- And that one must move on.
That's some solace and maybe I'll find other places to perform.

But I'll never forget that feeling, a feeling that's deep within.
That only came from being
A part of that magic called “Spring”!

e T —
CRAZY ENGLISH

Contributed by Jan Mohamed 1 BCom A

English is the most widely used lan-
guage on our planet. More than half of the
world’s books and three quarters of Inter-
national mail are in English. Of all lan-
guages English has the largest vocabulary,
perhaps as many as a million words, and
the noblest works of literature. Nonethe-
less, let’s face the fact: ENGLISH IS A
CRAZY LANGUAGE!

There is no egg inan eggplant, neither

* pine nor apple in a pineapple, and no ham

in a hamburger. English muffins weren’t
invented in England, nor French fries in
France. We take English for granted, but
when we explore its paradoxes, we find
that the quicks and cans are used slovenly,

and boxing rings are square. And why is it
that a writer writes but a finger does not
fing?If the plural of tooth be teeth, shouldn’t
the plural of booth be beeth? One goose, .
two geese; so one moose, two meese?! If the
teacher taught, why isn’tit thatthe preacher
praught? If a vegetarian eats vegetables,
what does a humanitarian eat? :

English was invented by people and
notcomputers, soitdoes reflect the creativ-
ity of man. That is why when the stars are
out they are visible, but when the lights are
out they are invisible. And why when I
wind up my watch Istartitbut whenIwind
up this article, I end it!
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ADVENTURE IN WILDERNESS,
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AND FOREST EXPLORATION

Karnataka - the land of valleys, hills, lakes,
forests and rivers.

Kudremukh, Bababudan Range,
Mullayanagiri -paradise for nature lovers and
for those interested in environmental studies.
Nagarhole, Bandipur, Bhadra, National
Park and Sanctuaries-

attract adventurers.

Contact For Details:
Director of Tourism, I floor, 'F' Block
Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road, Bangalore -9
Phone: 215489
or
GETHNAA,

C/O State Youth Centre,
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THE FAB FOUR

By Brian Carvalho 11 B. Com A

The legacy of the Beatles stretches beyond the timeless appeal of their music.
As well as being a pop legend they were a social and cultural phenomenon.
Here's a quiz to test your knowled ge about them.

. Which two Beatles were born within four months of each other?

. Their first recording was made under thename  in Hamburg,.

- Which two-letter word was found in the title of four of the Beatles’ first 8 singles?
. Which was the Beatles’ first No.1?

Their record of 17 British No.1’s is equalled by which other artist?

N U A W N e

John Lennon & Paul McCartney wrote ‘I wanna be your man’ for which famous rock ‘n’ roll
band?

&

In which year were the Beatles awarded their MBE's?
8. Which was their last No.1?
9. Patti Boyd, George Harrison’s wife, left him to marry which famous rock star?

10. Which Beatle first became a grand-dad? (He is also the only one of them to have had a full-
time 9 to 5 job.)

11. Which Beatle sought a court order to dissolve the group?

12. Which Beatles” album has a cover of the Beatles’ crossing a road (to the EMI Studios)?

Answers on Page 59
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CULTURE-VULTURES

By Rajeevan (111 PME) & Turab-Ur-Rahman (Il BCom A)

The cultural activities this year had a
memorable beginning:

We got an invitation from JIPMER
(Pondicherry) to attend “SPANDAN". We
had to gather anew team as all the old war-
horses had left. We reached Pondicherry at
5a.m.and thesleepyinhabitants of IPMER
looked at us as if we were some ALIENS
landing from MARS. Butsoon the ten of us
packed into one small room. The girls gota
nice cozy room for themselves as did
Mr.Sujendra Prakash who had accompa-
nied us. Surprisingly, we performed ex-
tremely well, by sweeping the Art events
and maintaining the tradition of coming
first in MAD-ADS.

Back in Bangalore we took part in the

“ Autumn Muse” at St.John’s and bagged a
couple of prizes including of course, first
prize in the MAD-ADS.

Our Indian Music and Literary teams
performed extremely well.

Back here in College we organized a
Talent Search - “PRATIBHA” attended by
530 students.

Wealso performed wellat ANUBHAV
- 92 organized by MES College and in
“CUL-AH” organised by MCC.

At “VISAGES” (St.Joseph’s Arts and

Science) our Western Acoustics team capti-
vated the crowd piling up a lot of prizes.

We hope to continue bringing honour
and glory to our beloved College.

QUISTERIA HYSTERIA

By Turab-Ur-Rahman

The year that went by was quite an
eventful one for us. The 20 member quiz
club met 30 times from August to January
this year. The meetings featured quizzes, 20
Qs, W.T.G.W., Dumb Charades etc. The
audio-visual library which was started last
year was expanded. The club is now in
possession of nearly 120 slides and around
100 audio cues.

PRATIBHA 92 saw the club come into
its own. The club members swept the prizes
at stake in almost all the literary events. In
only its second year, the club successfully
conducted an INTER-COLLEGIATE QUIZ
COMPETITION on the 24th of January this

year. The quiz was conducted by Mr. Arul
Mani, an Ex-Christite. The team from
N.L.S.LU won the quiz. The teams from
Bangalore University’s Dept. of European
Languages bagged the next two places.

The P.U.C. team has done very well at
the Inter-Junior College level. The team
comprising of Arun Ramachandran,
Vinayak Kini and M.K.Susheela is ranked
second in the State. Arunand Vinayak also
won the first place in the quiz contest con-
ducted by the Lions Club of Bangalore,
Malleswaram. We hope to win many more
laurels in the future.
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NCC REPORT

By Xavier Vincent, 1 1C
No.2 COY, Christ College, 9KAR BN NCC has a strength of 160 cadets.
ACTIVITIES :

Apart from our regular parades which include drill, weapon training, rifle drill, map
reading, firing etc., our cadets participated in many camps throughout the country. These
included the BLC Selection Camp at Somanahalli; the Army Attachment Camp and
Trekking Camp, Goa, and the RD CATC Camps at Bangalore and Belgaum.

Our cadets participated in the National Integration Camps at Delhi, Shillong and
Belgaum. :

Independence Day was celebrated in our College with Rev.Dr.Kuncheria Pathil CMI
and Rev. Dr. Kariyil CMI, Principal, as guests of the function. Two platoons of our cadets
participated in the colourful marchpasts on both NCC Day and Republic Day at the
Manekshaw Parade Grounds.

SERVICE
Whenever emergency blood donors are needed, in NIMHANS, Kidwai, St.John’s or
St.Philomena’s Hospitals, our cadets voluntarily donate blood.

More than 70 cadets assisted in the Immunization Programme in the Govt. Maternity
Hospital, Wilson Garden.

Ourcadets played activeroles in the Road Safety Week, organised by the Traffic Police.

The “Home for the Aged” afforded yet another chance for social service by our
enthusiastic cadets, who assisted physically and materially. A sum of Rs.3000/- was
collected and donated to the National Association for the Blind.

CONGRATULATIONS
To Sgt.Jobby Mathai for taking part in the 1993 Republic Day Parade, New Delhi.

To SUO Madhusudhan and SUO Ranjeev Babu who joined the Army as officers.

To cadets Byresh and Rohit of 11 PCMB who won merit scholarships from the DG NCC
by scoring the highest marks in the I PUC Promotional Exams of our College.

THANKS

ToRev.Fr.Mani Giles, Rector, Rev. Fr. Principal, Rev. Fr. Vice Principal, Lt.Col.Yadav,
Commanding Officer, Major Desai, Adm.Officer, Sri Subba Rao and the office staff of our
College. ‘

Special Thanks to Maj.James K.Alumkara 21C of 9KAR BN NCC for his guidance in
all our activities.

JAI HIND!
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TRAVELLER

By Asha M 11 PCMB

Life is a strange road,

Sometimes smooth sometimes rough

With its own ups and downs, steeps and bumps
What am I? Who am [?

But a lonely traveller?

I have a long way to go

To take a perilous journey

To reach an unknown destination
To conquer an unknown goal
Which I know nothing about.

Will I reach this goal or not?

I cannot trust my fellow travellers

Nor my near or dear ones

All are voracious for their own selfish ends,

Waiting for an opportunity to stab another, enslave the other,
and hustle past the rest.

Among the lot I know, there is not the authentic, genuine pearl.

But then there exists the one who controls our strings.

He who makes us feel on top of the world when soaring high

He who makes us feel wretched when falling low

Hewho makes us taste the sweetness of victory and thebitterness of defeat
To make us wince in pain and smile in joy

And then... to remind us all

That “Joy never comes in pairs, Sorrow never comes alone.”

The future is pitch dark

I see not a ray of light

Which may brighten the path
But all [ know is to be audacious
And make this perilous journey
To endure the pains on the way
And take life as it comes.
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JUST ANOTHER SCENE

By Sheeja Mukundan 11 PCMB

He seemed so insignificant,

When I first saw him there

No different from the rest.

He bore the marks of hunger and despair,

His clothes were all threadbare

His eyes the only things alive in him,

Gleamed with joy, when his battered bowl
Perhaps his sole possession, recetved an occupant.
But today he lay there slumped by the bus stop,
The scorching mid-day sun burning his back
Women with parasols and shopping bags,
Passed this creature without a second glance.
Yet some out of pity dropped a coin or two,
While men dressed in their best,

Only looked on with resent..

Soon some came and carried him by the limbs,
Dropped him on a cart and he was gone.

All he was was just another beggar boy,

Just another death on the streets

Unknown, unsung, unwept.

A wise man's prayer
"O God, give the world common sense, beginning with me."
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Office : 212163
Stores : 587513
Factory : 08116-279
Residence : 533852

UNION ENGINEERING
PVT. LTD.

Pressure Die Cast Components, O.E. Suppliers

Regd. Office: Factory:
8, Richmond Road, 16-1, Attibele Industrial Area
Bangalore - 560 025. Bangalore - 562107.

LEARN DRIVING
SRIDHARA DRIVING SCHOOL

(Recognised by the Govt. of Karnataka)

DRIVING AND LICENCE IN ONE MONTH'S TIME

Dear Friends,

Training is imparted to drive all types of Cars (Maruthi, Fiat, Ambassador and other Four Wheelers
with Floor gear or Steering gear), Autorickshaws and Licence for Two Wheelers.

Vehicles employed for Training are Fitted with Dual Control System. Hence, Training is absolutely
safe.

Licence for: Motorcycle, Car, Autorickshaw. Moderate Fee Will be Charged.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT :
H.O. No.74/2, Hosur Road, Adugodi (Near Mico), Bangalore - 560 030
TRAINING AT:
No.355, B-5, G.F.C. Austin Town Layout,
Opposite To Route No. 145 & 143 Bus Stand (Near B.D.A. Complex), Bangalore -47.
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SUPERCOMPUTERS

By Benny Sebastian, Dept. of Electronics

WHAT ARE SUPERCOMPUTERS?

Supercomputers are the largest, fast-
est and most powerful computers in exist-
ence. They are typically 200 times faster
than the conventional computers. They are
also sometimes referred to as the MON-
STERS or MAXICOMPUTERS. Although
few in number, supercomputers are con-
sidered to be valuable resources of any

nation because they are designed to enable

complex scientific and engineering work
requiring exceedingly high speed calcula-
tions. Enormous amounts of data can be
processed very quickly.

HOW ARE THEY DIFFERENT?

Supercomputers have certain distin-
guishing features. Unlike conventional com-
puters, they usually have more than one
Central Processing Unit (CPU), thoughsome
machines do have a single-processor de-
sign. (The CPU contains the circuits for
interpreting program instructions and ex-
ecuting arithmetic and logic operations in
proper sequence.) The use of several Cen-
tral Processors to achieve high computa-
tional rates is necessitated by the physical
limits of the circuit technology. Electronic
signals cannot travel faster than the speed
of light, which thus constitutes a funda-
mental speed limit for signal transmission
and circuitswitching. This limit has almost
been reached due to the minaturization of
circuit components, dramatic reduction in
the length of wires connecting circuitboards
and innovative cooling techniques. In vari-
ous supercomputer systems, the processor
and memory circuits are immersed in a
cryogenic fluid to achieve the low tempera-
tures at which they operate fastest.

To bypass this physical barrier,
supercomputer manufacturers developed
systems with as many as eight processors,
whereby it becomes possible to divide up a
task into smaller componenet that can be
handled by each separate processor
simultaneously. Machines of this kind
include the Cray Y-MP, capable of about
3,000,000,000 calculations per second and
the ETA-10 with a peak speed of nearly ten
thousand million calculations per second.

Rapid retrieval of stored data and
instructions are required to support such
extremely high computational speeds.
Therefore, most supercomputers have a
very large storage capacity as well as a very
fast input/output capability.

WHATARETHEIR APPLICATIONS?

Supercomputers were originally used
inapplications related to national security,
including nuclearweapons designand cryp-
tography. Today they are routinely em-
ployed by the aerospace, petroleum and
automotive industries. They are used in
space research, for designing complicated
machines such as supersonic jets, and for
breaking secretcodes. They also have found
use in studies of the structure of subatomic
particles, crystallographic analysis and in
probing the origin and nature of the uni-
verse.

Supercomputers have become an in-
dispensable toolin weather forecasting - in
meteorological offices where weather pat-
terns are predicted by manipulating vast
amounts of data. Only by holding this data
in memory can the calculations be done in
time to make forecasts, hence the necessity
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of a large and very fast machine. So the
typical use of supercomputers is in world-
wide weather forecasting.

WHOMAKES SUPERCOMPUTERS?

The famous companies that produce
supercomputers are Cray* Research Incor-
porated and ETA System Incorporated of
the USA, and Fujitsu, Hitachi and NEC of
Japan. The famous supercomputers are
CRAY-I, CRAY-II, CRAY-III, NEC SX-1
NEC SX-2, HITACHI 810-20, CYBER-205,
ELBRUS-1, CRAY Y-MP, CRAY X-MP and
ETA 10. CRAY X-MP is a recent product
from Cray Research Incorp. Japanese
supercomputers, FUJITSU VP-200, for in-
stance, are considered more sophisticated
than their American counterparts as they

Supercomputers Continued....

can use easily available standard off-the-
shelf software rather than custom-made
software needed by American
supercomputers which can take hundreds
of hours to prepare. The price of
supercomputers is between 6 to 25 million
U.S. dollars.

INDIA’S SUPERCOMPUTER

India has recently acquired a
supercomputer for weather-forecasting.
This has given us the ability to predict the
vagaries of nature, thereby averting disas-
ter to millions.

* Cray, Seymour R, b. 1924, an American, the
preeminent designer of supercomputers.

With Best Compliments From:

MICRO HARD SERVICES

73/1, Airport Road, Domlur, Bangalore - 71
Phone: 237820/585844  Tlx : 0845-2050

A GROUP OF SINCERE AND HARD WORKING PROFESSIONALS
WE OFFER TOTAL SOLUTIONS IN HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE.

Ph: 265541 11, Millers Road, Bangalore - 560 052

AONSTAD
COMPUTERMINUS

For Good Qualitry and Comperirively Priced

Compurers, Compurer Consumables & Communicarion EouipmenT
YOU CAN TRUST US TO GIVE YOU A BETTER DEAL
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QUICK ‘N’ EASY RECIPES

By Prof. S.N. Somasekhar

Bakery Technologist
COCONUT COOKIES
Ingredients:
Flour - 1cup
Desiccated coconut powder - 1/2 cup
Powdered sugar - 1/2 cup
Vanaspathy - 1 cup level
Flavour - cardamom - few drops
Granulated Sugar - 1 table spoon
Cherries for topping - 5 nos.
METHOD:
1 Mix all the ingredients except the cherries in a clean plate and knead till
they become a smooth dough.
2. Make small round balls from the dough and arrange them 1/2" aparton
a greased baking sheet.
3 Cut each cherry into eight parts and press onto each cookie.

4. Bake at275deg F for 15 to 20 minutes till they are goldenbrownincolour.

MASALA BISCUITS
Ingredients:
Flour - 11/2 cups
Vanaspathi - 1/4 cup
Sugar ( to taste ) - upto 2 T.Sp.
Salt - 1 T.Sp.
Baking Powder . 1/2:5p.
Green Masala - 25 gms altogether

(green chillies, ginger, coriander
leaves and curry leaves)

Curds - 20 BEESD.
METHOD:
It Sieve the baking powder and salt with flour twice. -

2. Rub vanaspathi in the flour by the finger tips lightly till it becomes of

bread crumb consistency.

Mix sugar and chopped green masala to the above mixture.

Knead the mixture to a soft dough consistency with the curds.

Roll the dough to 1/8th of inch thickness and cut with small cutters.

6. Arrange them on the baking sheet and bake at 375 deg F for 15 to 20
minutes or till they become light brown and crisp.

I o
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Up and Above |
the ordinary

RELYON

ELECTRONIC VOLTAGE
STABILIZER
Incorporates technologically
advanced in-built functions.

Available at

et ‘ A

omaker =

HIRE PURCHASE SCHME &,

Mysore Sales International Limited 6‘0 ‘\’\

" 4 Ph: 64207 ARM
anufacturers:

RELY-ON ELECTRONICS PVT. LTD.
Rubin House, 6 Main Guard Cross Road,
Bangalore-560 001 Ph: 563329, 562729, 570600

FLASHON

AUTO-RECHARGABLE LIGHT
570600

Contact :
Rely-on Electronics Pvt. Ltd.
RUBIN HOUSE
6, Main Guard Cross Road,
Bangalore - 560 001.
Phone : 570600/563329 /562729

Available : 1ft. & 2ft. automatic emergency lights &
6V rechargeable torch light
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Quick 'N" Easy Recipes Continued....

HAPPINESS

Ingredients:
Two Heaped Cups of Patience
A heartful of Love
A dash of Laughter
A Handful of Generosity
A headful of Understanding
A tablespoon of Courtesy

METHOD:
1. Mix all the above ingredients sincerely.
2. Sprinkle kindness and plenty of faith generously and gracefully.
3 Spread over a period of a life-time.
4, Serve family, friends and strangers.

SHAKESPEARE AND THE AUTOMOBILE

There weren'tany automobiles those days, but Shakespeare certainly must
have known what was coming, judging by these lines from his plays:

Horns to make one mad - Merry Wives of Windsor, III, 5.
O, how the wheel becomes it. - Hamlet, IV, 5.
Whence is that knocking? - Macbeth, II, 2.

The battery once again - Henry V, III, 3.

A horse! A horse! My kingdom for a horse! - Richard III, V, 4
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AN INTERVIEW WITH ASHWINI NACHAPPA
by Zahid H. Javali 11 PCMB C

How would you like yourself to
be remembered? -
As a good, trendy athlete.

What objective did you achieve
by acting in films?

Toreach across to the masses with
a good message.

What were the difficulties you

" faced enroute to beginning your

career in Sports & Films?

In Sports : My lack of determina-
tion & killer instinct. In Films:
Dancing & Crying.

Why a spinster still ? Can we
expect any change?

[ am in no hurry. Thereis plenty
to do -and achieve before mar-
riage. I'll get married probably
after 2 years.

What roles will you definitely
refuse to do in films?
Any role which affects my image.

What is the driving force in you
which keeps you going?
My self confidence.

Who is the person who has stood
by you in the past?
My parents and of course GOD.

What kind of films have you
chosen for acting?
Educative Films.

O

A

Who are your favourite Actor &
Actress?

Actors: Kamalahassan &
Anupam Kher Actress: Sridevi
among Indian Stars.

If given an opportunity, would
you like to act with Amitabh
Bacchan?

Yes, as his daughter and not as
his heroine.

How many brothers & sisters do
you have?

Only an elder sister named
Pushpa.

What do you think is the reason
for India’s downfall in the Barce-
lona Olympics?

[t wasn’t a downfall. The expec-
tations of the public weretoohigh.
The performance especially of the
athletes was good.

Are you satisfied with existing
sports facilities? If not then sug-
gest a solution.

Definitely not. Awareness of
sports by the public is very im-
portant. Sports should bemadea
way of life, making it compulsory
right from the school level itself.
Having more sportsmen at the
administration level also may
enhance the sports administra-
tion to some extent.
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Q:  Your favourite role? A:  Rajiv Gandhi
ALY A Athlete.

A adiele Q:  Areyou proud tobean Indian? If
Q:'  Avisionof yourselfin 2000 A.D.? yes, why?
A:  An old woman! A:  Yes, very much, because I love
&)

— . =t my country.
India’s best Prime Minister so e =

far...?

WAR

By Rupa H 11 PCMB C

Oh! What did they gain?
What did they gain?
Putting innocents in pain,

Their lives sav 1gely slain.

Bodies buried beneath the street,
Tearful, melancholy cries to greet,
Blood-soaken soil underneath the feet,

This indeed is humanity’s defeat.

Oh! What a ghasth' sight,”

Helpless is the human plight

They are simple beings, how do they fight?

For they are not armoured as the legendary knight.
Peace being their birthright

How do they make their leaders see light?

For the doors of justice seem shut tight.

After all, what did they gain?

What did they gain?




Cardinal Parecattil Memorial Award - to the student who scores the maximum
marks in P.U.C. Examinations: OOI BOON PHOE - PCMB

Cardinal Lourduswamy Memorial Award to the student who scores the maxi-
mum marks in the Final Year B.Com. Examination: SRIDHAR. S.

M. C.P. Joseph Memorial Award to the senior sports champion.
Senior Champion - SYED ABDUL MIRAHMIN - IT PUC Science.
Junior Champion - SATISH. B. - Il PUC Commerce.

Sub Junior Champions - CHETHAN SUBBAIAH - I PUC Arts &
PRADEEP. N. -II PUC Arts.

Women Champion - SUDHA - [ B.Com.

Sri. K.K. Poonacha Memorial Award to the student who scores the maximum
marks in the second year C.B.Z. Examination: TONY SAM GEORGE

C.K. Laxman Gowda Memorial Award to the student who scores the maximum
marks in the Final year C.B.Z.: MADHUSUDHAN A.R.

Sri. G.P. Rajarathnam Prize - to the student who scores the maximum marks in
Kannada II P.U.C. Examination instituted by the Kannada Sangha, Christ
College: KISHORE CHANDRA R.

Kuvempu Prize to the student who scores the maximum marks in Kannada
[/1I B.Com. Examination instituted by Sri. Devasurappa, Dept. of
Commerce, Bangalore University, through Kannada Sangha, Christ College:
BALAKRISHNA V.

Dr. Shivaram Karanth Prize instituted by the Kannada Sangha, Christ
College to the student who scores the maximum marks in Kannada B.A./B.Sc.
Examination: LAKSHMIPATHY N.

Bishop Jonas Thaliath Memorial Award to the one who scores the highest
marks in the Final B.A. Examinations: ARUL MANI P.

10. Rev. Fr. Mani Giles Award to the student who:

1 has scored the maximum marks in I year B.Sc. (CBZ) degree Examination.
CECILIA J.

2) has scored the maximum marks in I year PUC PCMB Examination.
OOI BOON PHOE
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B SO P R Ly T BT
THE STATE OF EDUCATION IN INDIA

By Tony Sam George, Editor

Education is the systematic train-
ing and instruction (esp. of the young
in School, College etcs) and the subse-
quent development of character and
mental powers along with the acquisi-
tion of knowledge and development of
abilities.

The standard of education avail-
able in India falls way short of this
definition right from the primary edu-
cation imparted in schools to the Uni-
versity level. The present system imposes
an ‘education’ that gives no room for the
student to identify his interests, talents or
aptitude. One is imprisoned among
unrealistic subjects and methods of
teaching.

At the school level a set of subjects
is forced down the throats (and minds)
of young students who have to cram
them all up and only those with a good
memory and cramming capacity come
out successful. The rest of the students
are branded ‘useless’.

A meaningtul system of training
should provide opportunities for every
student to identify his talents and sub-
jects of interest, giving room for the
student to be as creative as possible.
Once his interests are located he can be
trained in that field. Vocationalising
into various fields needs to be the
longterm plan of such a system. The
student also learns to love the subject.
On the contrary the existing system
causes a sense of failure to creep in on
the young students who tend to hate
most of the subjects.

Theproblem hasbeen that colonial
style of education inherited from the
British is kept as it is. Time and energy
is spend on trying to improve on it
rather than on a complete change. This
would satisfy every studentand ensure
adequate training to each, depending
on his innate abilities. The conven-
tional picture of studentscarrying loads
of books on their backs does not reflect
real education; rather students need to

% A meaningful system

should provide
opportunities for
students to develop

their potential *®
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be given more practical work. Another
problem has been that one person does
all the talking (the teacher) not giving
room forinteraction. Interaction brings
out inherent interests and broadens
one’s area of thinking and understand-

ing.
Syllabi need to be updated and kept

abreast with trends in career prospects,
and total growth of the world - stress-
ing on current areas rather than out-
dated ones. Itis far-
fetched to assume
that criteria such as
regular attendance
and completion of
syllabi in time indi-
cate actual attain-
ment of learning. It
isnotsensiblefor stu-
dents to memorise
unnecessary and ir-
relevant facts.

Most educational institutions are
bent on monetary gains and on estab-
lishing their identity. Tutorial insti-
tutes with purported claims to prepare
students forimportant exams and Soci-
ety, too, put much pressure on the par-
ents to send their students to the most
attractive institutes. They are also
‘forced” to decide upon what course
their children should take up. Those
who can cope up with these presssures
and study well within such a system
end up as ‘Brilliant misfits!” A brilliant

[SEss et e A e s g
& ror those who are

not ‘brilliant’ the

result is alarming %
i die s 5 S RS e v

The State of Education in India Continued...

student in academics who ends up as a
doctor without interest in the field just
because he scored around 95% in PUC
might end up killing patients rather
than curing them.

When the right persons do come
out of the system they have to leave the
country due to lack of proper facilities
and monetary security to develop in
that field. For those who are not “bril-
liant’ theresultisalarming: disappoint-
ment, disillusion-
mentand unemploy-
ment. In the existing
system, students at
the higher levels of
education are given
afixed set of subjects
to choose from. Fur-
thermore thestudent
should pass in all
these subjects orlose
ayear. A student who excels in one or
more of these subjects and fails in the
others will lose the possibility of abright
career. The choice of subjects should be
flexible. A student should be given the
liberty of taking any combination, for
instance, Physics, English Literatureand
Biology.

Atthe end of a course, a certificate
can be issued reflecting only the sub-
jectsin which heis successful. Mention
need not be made of a failure. He can
use this to present himself in an institu-
tion for further study or for a job. He
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loses no year and averts disappoint-
ments. Such a system is followed in
many countries right from the school-
leaving stage.

The mode of exams causes fear to
most students. Exams should involve
questions on testing the application of con-
cepts rather than a replication of theory.
This would do away with the idea of
‘mugging’ for exams and encourage
rational thinking. An English paper,
for example, should present a brand
new prose passage to test the compre-
hension skills of the studentrather than
asking questionsona previously taught
prose section. Awarding marks usu-
ally gives an edge to most students
when it comes to selection for higher
courses. Sometimes, by just a matter of
one mark, students are refused admis-
sions. A grading system would do
more justice. Students within a range
of, say, 10 marks can be given a com-
mongradelikeA,B, etc. Suitablegrades
can be devised so that the examiner can
assess the real standard of the student.

Conducting exams in a phased
manner (semester/trimester) reduces
theload and tension of facing an annual
exam and gives scope for a student to
explore a subject indepth.

The State of Education in'India Continued...

The call for a drastic change lies,
probably, in the hands of students. If
like-minded students, and progress-
minded teachers join hands together,
the transformation may not be long in
coming.

As of now we can look ahead with
somehope. A recentarticlein aleading
newspaper (Deccan Herald) says:

“The MLL’s (a new learning
scheme called Minimum Learning
Level) are seen as quality and curricu-
lum issues. Itis expected that the MLL
willlighten the curriculum of its textual
load and relieve children of the burden
of memorising unnecessary and irrel-
evant facts. It will ensure acquisition of
basiccompetencies and skills and facili-
tate mastery learning by most, includ-
ing first generation learners.” Intro-
duction of MLL's in primary schools
requires a carefully worked out strat-
egy, butgiven time, attention and com-
mitment, thegoalsare certainly achiev-
able. The outcome merits the effort -
helping students to pick up purposeful
and sustainable skills for survival
whether they are in their rightful place
in school or pushed out by other com-
pulsions in life.

"An education obtained with money Is worse than no education at ail."

- Socrates

"The secret of education lies in respecting the pupil.”

- Ralph Waldo Emerson
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PEARLS OF WISDOM
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Manners are of more Importance than laws. - Edmund Burke
Learning without thought Is labour lost. - Confucius

Know thyself. - Socrates

How beautiful Is humble courtesy! - Tagore

Anatomy Is destiny. - Sigmund Freud

A good speaker makes a good liar. - German Proverb

Everything should be made as simple as possible but not simpler.
- A. Einsteln

- Ego - The fallacy whereby a goose thinks he’s a swan.

It maiters not how long you live, but how well. - Publius Syrus

Nothing Is more ridiculous or troublesome than mere ceremony.
- French Proverb

There Is more to life than Increasing its speed. - Mahatma Gandhi
Change Is not progress. - H.L. Mencken

Nothing that Is worth knowing can be taught. - Oscar Wilde

Time wounds all heels.

Eloquence Is the child of knowiledge. - Disraell

Good clothes open all doors. - Thomas Fuller

Let thy speech be better than slience, or be slient.
: - Dilonyslus the Elder

To be proud of learning, Is the gregtest ignorance. - Jeremy Taylor
There never was a good war, or a bad peace. - Franklin

Love Is the trlumph of Imagination over Intelligence! - H.L. Mencken
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“,.. AND THIS IS CONFUSION”

By Ranjit Kurisingal Varghese 111 BA

“Short therefore is man’s life,

And narrow is the corner wherein he dwells.”

[f for a moment [ were to hold rein on
time...

But alas! Much too often dreams and
desires are wrought with pain and forgot-
ten memories: widening the void of empti-
ness and despair, leaving a bitter and an-
tagonistic being.

Where are the days of your youth,
when all that mattered then are now?

Where has innocence bled?
Has she shied away in disgust?
Why are you in this crux?

On this threshold I stand. I perceive
the scenario and Iam tired. I have traversed
vales and forded rivers. Yet the world I see
has no joy in it. A thousand hordes have
risen and fallen, varied strongholds have I
built. Time has eroded then. In the wanton-
ness and simplicity of my childhood I
laughed but where have the stars gone?

Time lapses.

[ leave this cloistered world of
cobwebbed classrooms, of ink- blotted
desks, of chalk powder, of heart-breaking
loves, of every otheridiosyncracy of youth.

The world perceives in one a man. |
am afraid I may fall short of the precon-
ceived notions the learned have formed of
me. :

Time lapses. | awaken.

The essence of life lies in venturing the
unseenand untrodden party. Mapping your
way onadarksky.Icannotafford toletany
fears master me, for I have sworn myselfa
warrior. Oft you fear even to dream, but
here, as I brood, peninhand, I rememberall
those wonderful people who've tutored me
down through the happy years, who've
stood my eccentricities, who I held in awe.
[ remember you with love and fond memo-
ries (Though they weren’t so years ago).

I know, as [ walk out the gates of this
institution, I will be shedding the stains of
my youth, ofall the years from cradle roll to
manhood, of all those years when pacts
were forged when friends meant family
and friendship meant being around.

The notions you foster of the world
around you are the eyes which behold.
Sometimes you feel life’s a dog. But then
why complain? You often wonder at the
raw deal you've been metedout, I have.
These words I pen for all those people
who’ve made an impression in my life. I
couldn’t ask for more.

['m apprehensive, but I have hope.
I’'m anovicein life, butI’ll learn. I have eons
to traverse, but I've taken my first step. |
may be lonesome, but I have cherished
memories [ will nurture and care for. lam
just me, but you have been a part of my life.
This is goodbye but it’s never for always;
the spirit lives on and so do memories.
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A CLOSER LOOK AT LIFE

By T. Sunil John 11 PME

When I enrolled for the N.S.S. this
year, I was full of misgivings about what
it held in store. I had only a very vague
idea about the N.S.S. The only thing I was
sure of was my burning desire to serve, to
help, reach out and touch others. With
these fears and commitments, I attended
the orientation programme conducted by
Mr.Syed Azeez,our N.S.S. officer. Hereall
my queries were answered, the answer
being that we are actually

posters and banners. As almost all the
colleges in Bangalore took partin therally,
we were able to meet a lot of people, an
experience which we all enjoyed.

One of the major activities of the year
were our weekly visits to “Asha Niketan’,
an institution near our College which
houses a small number of mentally re-
tarded people. On our first visit, we were
all very apprehensive, not knowing what

to expect and how to react.

enhandngoureducationby R At first, the inmates were

serving others.

The very first activity
we had was holding ablood
grouping camp in our Col-
lege. The Kidwai Memorial
Institute of Oncology regu-

tients. It was difficult to lo-

cate donors and hence we offered to help
out by preparing a list of potential donors
so that location and timely donation was
ensured. It was with this idea in mind that
the camp was held and it was a great
success. This camp really got things mov-
ing for all of us. Immediately after the
camp, a small group of volunteers at-
tended the inaugural ceremony of the
golden jubilee celebrations of the 'Quit
India Movement', which was held in
Mount Carmel College. In this regard,
many competitions were held and to be
sure, wedidn’t come backempty-handed.
The culminating point of the celebrations
was theinter-collegiate rally that was held.
Our College was prominent with its many

& /find a change in

myself.... and pause
to ask, "Can I help

in any way
larly needs blood for its p -/

very wary of us, but after a
few subsequent visits, they
became very attached to us.
They would be waiting for
us to arrive and would help
us inour work, all the while
talking on a wide range of
subjects. We were only too

u?”

. glad to listen fascinated at the unravelings

of these highly misunderstood people. We
were able to draw even the most silent of
them out of their shells. We made a large
kitchen garden for them, restrung the
barbed wire fence and cleared the dense
campus. On the whole, it was a very en-
riching experience for all of us.

As part of our activities, we had a
course in First-Aid conducted by the
St.John Ambulance Association for a few
volunteers. All the volunteers who took
the course passed their senior exams and
got certificates.

The highlight of our activities was
the ten day Special Camp that is held

o



annually. All the volunteers were very
enthusiasticabout the camp and extended
their full co-operation right from the be-
ginning. To choose a camp site, a small
team was formed which went on a survey
of many villages. Once the village (Chicka
Thimmasandra) was chosen, a lot of field
work had tobedoneand weall channelized
our efforts in that direction.

Each of us were assigned various
duties, like getting ration supplies from
the gavernment, bringing seedlings from
the forestry department, invitmg various
personalities to the camp, préparing lists
of activities which would be carrried out
at the camp, preparing invitations, pre-
paring banners for thecamp and so on, the
list being endless.

Anadvance party consisting of a few
volunteers reached the village on the 17th
of November, with the rest of the volun-
teers arriving the next day. After much
preparation and anticipation, the camp
was formally inaugurated on the 18th of
November by our Rector, Rev. Fr. Mani
Giles.

Right from the start, the camp was a
great success. The co-operation which we
got from the villagers was overwhelming.
It was the first time that many of us who
were city-bred were exposed to a rustic
life. But we soon adapted and really sa-
voured the experience. The competition
was very severe for the various awards
that were at stake. At the village, we
planted more than 200 trees, created a
playground for the school children out of
some unlevelled land, filled a dangerous
pond near the local school and also under-

A Closer look at Life Continued...

took various other projects. The villagers
very actively participated in all our pro-
grammes, especially in our cultural pro-
grammes which were held every evening.
The valedictory function was held on the
27th of November, and on the 28th, with
heavy hearts and fond memories, we re-
turned to Bangalore.

The centenary of Swami Vivek-
ananda’s speech at the Chicago confer-
ence was celebrated with great gusto as
the National Youth Week. The Ministry
for Human Resource Development held a
number of programmes in this connection
for the N.S.S. volunteers. The valedictory
and prize-giving ceremony for these pro-
grammes were conducted by our N.S.S.
unit. Our unit also organized inter-colle-
giate competitions in various cultural pro-
grammes, which spanned a period of one
week. A lot of organization and work was
required. It was a lot of fun working to-
gether till late at night. A lot of obstacles
had to be overcome and we all immensely
enjoyed the experience. The programmes
were great successes and our efficiency
and dedication was highly appreciated by
everyone.

These programmes do not spell out
the end of our activities. We still have
many more programmes to conduct. But
what all this means to me is that after just
one year I find a change in myself. I find
that I am able to relate better with other
people; I listen to others when they talk; I
am able to sympathize with someone in
distress; Iam concerned for that less fortu-
nate person on the streets, making me
pause to ask “Can I help in any way?”
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CAT IN THE TEAHOUSE OF THE AUGUST MOON

By: C.T. Verghese, Dept. of Hotel Management

Several years ago, when I was just beginning my career at the Taj Palace Hotel in New Delhi, I was posted
in arestaurantcalled ‘The Teahouse of the August Moon'. Rather apretentious name, but the Delhi erowd soon
shortened it to ‘The Teahouse’ and it existed harmoniously with the Coffee Shop across the lobby.

Before Idescribe the dread events that took place in the Teahouse, let me summarise briefly. Being a Chinese
restaurant, dragons and pagodas dominate the scene. The guests sit in these pagodas which are on an island
surrounded by a goldfish pond. The dragons trail sinuously across the ceiling of the restaurant and glare

balefully down at the pagodas.

It all started one day when a guest in-

formed us very politely thatit was indeed a fine

idea to start a menagerie in the restaurant, but
didn’t we think that the animals should be kept
confined? Since he was obviously not suggest-
ing that we keep our microscopic goldfish
leashed, everyone was duly puzzled until the
gentleman - pardon me, but this is irresistible -
let the cat out of the bag.

The feline in question was a rather mousy
little specimen, covered all over in black and
white patches. It had taken up residence under
the pagoda where it no doubt spent many prof-
itable hours contemplating the goldfish and
devising intricate schemes of murder and gen-
eral mayhem amongst our piscean population.
Unfortunately our friend had this bad habit of
taking a stroll every now and then among the
human inhabitants of the restaurant, just to
relieve the frustration of having those little red
flashes darting about; so near, and yet...

Anyway, Housekeeping, Security and
Maintenance were informed, cat traps were
brought inand installed, everybody had a jolly
good time chasing the elusive creature all over
the place and we were provided with a
readymade excuse for anything found either
missing or broken. “Thecat, sir.... thecatdid it!”

Things would probably havecontinued in
this atmosphere of mutual amiability and toler-
ance; but then a new combatant enteced the
fray. This one was of a different character, a big,
burly, vicious tomcat striped in dark grey and
black. With his appearance, the previous pest
suddenly disappeared and popular opinion has
it that he was done in by the usurper.

Now it was war to the bitter end. Every
action was met witha vicious reaction. Were we
to chase him after closing time, we would find
the pagoda tiles ripped off next morning, and
like as not, CAT - as he was christened - would
take a cool and casual promenade along the
rooftop, in full view of the guests. It was during
the course of one such stroll that we discovered
his secretlair - in the belly of the beast. A nimble
hop from the roof into the dragon’s mouth, a
short walk down the oesophagus and there he
‘was - home!

And every day he was chased, abused,
gassed and had things thrownat him by us;and
the guests spoilt it all by giving a rousing cheer
when he made his nightly appearance through
the lighted mouth of the dragon, as though the
very flames of hell were belching him forth. In
fact, at one stage we seriously considered
focussing a spotlight on the dragon’s head and
including CAT in our nightly entertainment
program, right after the chef’s noodle demon-
stration. A lion tamer was contacted and he
promised to have CAT jumping through loops
of fire, dancing the tango, doing cartwheels on
the roof and generally doing everything but
talk; only we had to catch him first!

Things were finally brought to a head one
busy Saturday night when CAT decided that he
was not getting his due share of attention, de-
spite the fact that two littleboys had gone nearly
hysterical with excitementwhen they witnessed
his nightly performance. Shrill cries of “Billie!”
“Billie!” rent the air as the entire restaurant staff
turned simultaneously deaf and blind, while
the manager hastily bribed the kids with
icecream.
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However, even this was not enough for
His Majesty and down he came, springing onto
a table where three Britishers had been sitting,
blissfully ignorant of the feline perched above
them. Fora moment CAT stood poised, glaring
malevolently at the trio. The next instant he
disappeared, streaking for safety under the pa-
goda.Backatthe table, there werea few seconds
of total immobility and dead silence, and then
conversation resumed. Luckily, the guests had
refused to believe what they had just seen hap-
pening. “I mean, old boy, what what and all
that, one has heard of it raining cats and dogs,
" but really ....”

This was the last straw and it broke CAT’s
back. Orders came down from Olympus, “Ei-
ther the cat goes, or you do.”

That very night we brought our anti-CAT
activities onto a war footing. As soon as the last
guest left, we locked the Guest Entrance door,
opened the Service doors and stationed our-
selvesatvariousstrategiclocations while Terence
“miaowed” seductively by the pagoda. CAT
was not deceived however and hissed, raising
his hackles and presenting a most horrifying
spectacle. One look at the snarling, spitting
bundle of malignancy was enough to convince
our intrepid Terry that discretion was not only
the better part of valour, but in fact the only part
he believed in. In any case the brave captain
retired from the fray and ordered an underling
to poke around under the pagoda withan enor-
mous ‘lathi’ picked up from God knows where.

Now just sit back and imagine the scene:
fifteen young men in full battle array, all ready
to chase this ferocious monster from their be-
loved restaurant. What a picture of courage,
gallantry and romance; brings tears to the eyes.

Weapons consisted of shoes, tablecloths, knives, .

forks and one menu card; and we were all set
and trembling, with eagerness I presume-when
out burst a clawing, screeching streak of grey
that climbed diagonally across the ornamental
terrace, gained theroof and dived into the drag-
on’s mouth.

Cat in the Teahouse Continued...

“That’s it,” said one underling, after we
had all crawled out from wherever we had
dived, suddenly realizing that it was nearly
three in the morning. “Lets go home.” The rest
of us were equally keen, but our Manager’s
blood was up and he raised our somewhat
flagging spirits and shaky morale with a rabble-
rousing speech in which CAT was tagged with
many colourful and wholly unprintable adjec-
tives while our heroism in the face of mortal
danger and our loyalty to the restaurant were
presented in glowing terms.

Anyway, Chiang was inspired by this to
climb onto the roof and squat there; where he
looked thoroughly at home, lacking only a ba-
nana in his hand tocomplete the picture. Armed
with two skewers, he poked around the belly of
the dragon, disturbing CAT, who hissed indig-
nantly. It was a long and arduous hunt, with
CAT playing hide-and-seek inside the dragon,
dodging the clumsy thrusts like a trained mata-
dor till, tiring of the game, he jumped outand
headed straight for our rooftop hero who dem-
onstrated his utter fearlessness by performing a
rather complicated manoeuvre that ended with
him lying on his back screaming loudly with
legs and arms flailing around wildly. He later -
much, much later - explained that this was the
ancient Chinese way of catching cats. “Catchee
catee go screamee screamee upside downee,”
thus spake Confucius.

Unfortunately, CAT’s ancestry didn’t ex-
tend to Chinaand he had never heard of Confu-
cius anyway, so he gave one disdainful look at
the screaming, quivering hulk and jumped off
the roof and straight into the arms of Terrible
Terence, now armed with the ‘lathi” and lurking
in theshadows. TT garealoud yell -of defiance,
helater clarified -and in turning to flee,acciden-
tally ...er, I mean with great presence of mind,
whipped the lathi around and hit CAT on the
back, knocking him into the fish pond from
where he climbed out. Then, having caused
enough havoc to last all his nine lives, CAT
vanished from the restaurant and our lives for
ever.
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CET MEDICAL TOPPER

Q1.

Ans:

@2

Ans:

Q3:

Ans:

Q4:

Ans:

Q5:

Ans:

Q6:

Ans:

@7

Ans:

Q8:

INTERVIEW WITH RASHMI ADIGA
By: Zahid H. Javali - 11 PCMB C

Did you expect to top in the CET?
“Yes,Idid expecttogetarankinthe
CET,if notthe 1statleast withinthe
first five ranks.”

Who is the inspiration behind your
success?

“My parents, teachers and other
elders. I cannot deny their encour-
agement and guidance.”

What is your message to aspiring
students?

“Setyour goals high and there is no
laddertoclimbotherthan hard work
to achieve your goal.”

What are your future plans?
“I would like to become a doctor
and serve my fellowmen.”

How many sisters and brothers do
you have and what are they doing?
“1 have only one brother, he is in
Std. IX in National Public School.”

As you're now studying in Bangalore
Medical College, what is your view
point regarding the facilities and
teaching?

“The facilities and teaching are

good, but I won't say excellent.”

What are your other interests?

“I love reading books, especially
classics by good authors. In addi-
tion, Ialso play the Veena and write
poetry.”

Do you participate in sports and
extra-curricular activities?

Ans:

Q9:

Ans:

Q10:
Ans:

Q11:

Ans:

Q12:
Ans:

“I participate in extra-curricular ac-
tivities but not in sports.”

What is you average record in Pri-
mary and High School?

“In Primary School, I used to be
among the top five in class. In the
10th, I got an average of 87.4% with
a 100 in Maths.”

Is tuition /coaching really necessary?
“ According to me, tuitiongiventoa

_student, miles away from his/her

place is not really worth attending.
The student spends half an hour to
go and the same to come back and
besides what is done in the tuition
class has to be revised at home.
Instead of this, a strong-willed stu-
dent can do twice the work if he
staysathomeitself. However, postal
coaching like Brilliants or
Aggarwals definitely helps, since
the studentcanspend time onthese
at home itself.”

What are some of the books / courses
which helped you achieve this
distinction?

“Brilliants course, CBSE textbooks:
1) Physics - Resnick & Halliday,
2) Chemistry: Comprehensive
Chemistry for CBSE (XI, XII),
Maths-D.N. Arora,and also the
Excellent series publication for
the CET and the IIT textbooks.

What are your other achievements?
“1 also got through the LLT JEE
examination.”

3)

57



With Best Compliments From:

GANGARAMS

72, M.G. Road, Bangalore - 560 001.
Phone: 587277/588015

With Best Compliments From:

A
WEell -
Wisher
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THE DIFFERENCE TO MAN

By: Vinay Chandran C.V. - 11 PCMB-B

Once as a girl, she had plenty to play,

With the sun and the wind on a single day.
Those days were long and the happiness too,
Whenever she played, the skies were blue.
The green mountain was a very dear friend
And the river flowed on, to the very end

Of the valleys that were rich and fully pure,
In such places, she felt a lot secure.

She often had raced, under the trees,

With birds in them and a million bees,
When the wind zuould'sing, she would listen,
And only go home when the moon had risen.

Her happiness of then, knew no bound,

And with her happiness, her Jjoy was found.
Her joy of bein ¢ the girl that she was,
Running and skipping all along the grass.

But now she’s a lad y and can no longer under-
stand,

The beauty of Nature, the wealth of ‘thc land.
It’s her own beauty that worries her now,
And only wealth can acquire her love.
However casual this subject may be,

This has continued from the beginning of the
family tree.
And so many times, we have said that we can

Live without Nature - but oh! the difference to
Man!

|

Answers to Beatles Quiz on page 21

1. Ringo Starr & John Lennon, born on 7th July & 9th Oct. 1940,

respectively

The Beat Brothers
Me

From me to you
Elvis Presley

The Rolling Stones
1965

© ® NS W W

Eric Clapton
Ringo Starr
Paul McCartney
Abbey Road

e
SIS

The Ballad of John & Yoko
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FLLORAL DECORATION

By: K.Kashinath, Christ College Library.

Since the earliest days of
civilization, man has used flo-
ral decorations composed of |
living or dried cut-plant mate- |
rials or artificial facsilimes, to |
embellish his environmentand |
person. These have played an |
important role in folk festivals,
religious ceremonies, public
celebrations of all kinds, and of |
course, courtship. Sophisti-
cated cultures have generally
expressed a love for decorating with flow-
ers by carefully arranging them inspecially
chosen containers, while less sophisticated
societies have used them more informally;
strewn, madeintogarlands and wreaths, or
casually placed in water-holding vessels
without thought of arrangement.

The term ‘flower arrangement’ pre-
supposes the word “design’. When flowers
are placed in containers without thought of
design, they remain a bunch of flowers,
beautiful in themselves but not making up
an arrangement. Many different kinds of
plant materials are used in floral decora-
tions,among them flowers, foliage, grasses,
grains, branches, berries, seeds, nuts, cones,
fruits and vegetables. The materials may be
living, dried or artificial. Dried plant mate-
rials are generally used for what is tradi-
~ tionally called ‘winter arrangements’.

Assemblage of diverse elements out-
side the plant world, such as scrap metal,
rope and plastic, is composed with a mini-
mum of plant material. Transition and
rhythm yield to heightened contrast. Space
is important, and new forms are created by
bending plantmaterial to create newshapes. .

Psychological tensionis created
by upsetting balance and sym-
metry.

The arrangement of flow-
ers is an elaborate and unique
artform, with highly developed
conventions and complex sym-
bolism. The oldeststudied form
of this art, developed from the
custom of offering flowers to
the Buddha, was introduced
into Japan early in the 7th cen-
tury by Ono Imoko, Japanese ambassador
to China. In Japan, Ikenobo founded the
first and oldest school of floral art. Most
importantamong the earlieststyles was the
mitsu-gusoku, an arrangement of three or
five articles often consisting of an incense
burner, a candlestick in the form of a stork,
and a vase of flowers. These were usually
displayed before pictures of the Buddha or
of founders of Buddhist sects.

Early styles were known as Tatebana
-standing flowers. From these developed a
more elaborate style called “Rikka” (Stand-
ing flowers), introduced by Master Senkei
Ikenobo in 1460. Rikka represented seven
elements: peak, waterfall, hill, foot of the
mountain, the town, shade and sun. West-
ern flowers were introduced into Japan
following the Meiji restoration (1868). The
Flower Master Unshin Ohara, who estab-
lished the Ohara School (early 20th cen-
tury) devised for them a new container,
based on the low bowls used for dwarfed
plants called “Moribana” (heaped up flow-
ers in shallow containers). This permitted
greater freedom in the choice of placement
of materials. A variation was the creation of
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small realistic landscapes called “shakei”.
Anewstyle of floral art called “Zenei-Bana e
(avant-garde flowers) was founded by
Master Sofu Teshigara, founderof Sogetsu
School in 1926. This style utilized all forms
of plant life, living or dead, and elements
that had been previously avoided, such as
bits of iron, brass, vinyl, stone, scrap metal,
plastic, and feathers. Vines and branches
were bleached and painted and even used
upside down. Stems were crossed, even
numbers of materials were used, and con-
tainers were oftencrude and exoticinshape.
The traditional styles are still taught, many
with modern variations, but the bolder, less

Floral Decoration Continued...

restrained, and unconventional free-style
forms of arrangement now seem to be most
popular. The material used in japanese
floral arrangements is held in position by
various artifices, the most popular of which
are the Kubari (forked twig) and the Kenzen
(needle point holder).

InIndia, thereare four prominentjapa-
nese flower arrangementschools -Tkenobo,
Ohara, Sogetsu and Ichiyo. In Bangalore,
all the four schools are well established. In
our College, there is the facility of learning
the “ICHIYO STYLE OF JAPANESE
FLOWER ARRANGEMENT".

R
INDIA’S ECONOMIC PERESTROIKA

By: Blaze K. Jose - 111 HEP

There have been dramatic changes in the
* economic policies of the Govt. of India with the
beginning of theseventh5-year plan. Thepolicy
changes have been many and touch various
facets of the economy such as liberalisation in
the areas of industry, foreign investment, trade
and finances etc. These measures are aimed at
improving the efficiency, productivity,
competetiveness and export-oriented economy
so thatit mayattain full growth tocompete with
the world economy.

India embarked on the course of planned
developmentin 1951 with theobjective ofachiev-
ing a self-reliant socialistic pattern of society
through economic growth with equity and so-
cial justice. Over the last 40 years of planned
development, the economy has made consider-
able progress, but many weaknesses persist.

The 7th plan recorded an average yearly in- -

crease in Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of
5.4%. The 8th plan aims at 5.6% annual growth

in GDP involving a total investment of Rs.
792,000 crore including Rs. 342,000 crore in
public sector investment.

NEW ECONOMIC POLICY

The new economic policy embodies some
new elements which together form an inte-
grated package. This also places the policy ata
somewhat different footing from the policy s0
far pursued.

MAIN FEATURES

1. LIBERALISATION:

This policy refers to the liberalisation in
respect of regulations and control of private
sector. This marks a change from a restrictionist
regime to a free regime. The changes that bear
upon this aspect of the policy are:

(@) Delicencing of a number of industries.
(b) Incaseofseveral industries, the ceiling on
the productioncapacity has been removed.
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(c)  Through the policy of broad banding, the
producing units need not confine to the
product mentioned in theirlicence but can
choose their own mix, depending upon
the demands for the various products in

the market.

2. OPENING UP THE ECONOMY:

Another feature of the new economic policy
concerns the external sector of the economy.
There is now a considerable easing of flow into
and out of the economy. A trade policy is in
operation providing a stable basis for decisions
in respect of imports and exports. Much of the
imports have been freed from quantitative re-
strictions like import quotas etc. No less signifi-
cant is the fact that import of a number of capital
goods, intermediate goods and advanced tech-
nology is being given priority to force domestic
manufacturers to replace obsoleté machines, to
upgrade technology and produce export goods
that can stand world competition. Collaboration
between foreign and Indian enterprises are be-
ing encouraged with a view to setting up of
industries and expansion of médern industries
with the most modern technologies.

With respect to export, several measures
arebeingadopted to encourage the entryof new
exporters and the production of goods with
much export potential.

3.EXPANSION OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR:

A distinctive feature of the new economic
policy is that it has increased the scope for the
expansion of the private sector. This has also
opened up opportunities even for the multina-
tionals. Some economists, like K.N. Raj, re-
garded this feature to be the main thrust of the
new economic policy. In his opinion, we are
moving towards capitalism, but not the old
concept of capitalism but “Capitalism with a
human face.” This main thrustcan beillustrated
by looking into following developments.

(@) In the allocation of investments between
private and public sectors in the 7th plan
period, 52% of the total was for private

sector.

India's Economic Perestroika Continued...

(b)  Quite a number of fields hitherto consid-
ered preserves of the public sector are
being opened to the private sector.

The easing of rules with regard to the
collaboration agreements with foreign
companies is also expanding to thearea of

operation for the private sector.

(©

4. LARGE MARKET ORIENTATION:

In the mixed economy of India, the mar-
ketalready exists inan ample way. But the new
economic policy makes the market more impor-
tant. With thedirect physical controls (licencing,
quotas etc.) no longer applicable to largeindus-
tries and financial instruments like tariffs etc.
becoming more dominant, operation of the
market becomes more efficient. And with an
easy entry into (and to an extent, exit from)
industries and a policy of broad banding, the
elements of competition get strengthened. The
tax policy too favours development. Another
developmentofmuchqualitativesignificanceis
the mobilisation of finance through sales of
bonds at market rate by the public sector com-
panies likeITT, NTPC, Rural Electrification Corp.
etc. from the market. As a result, these compa-
nies willbe under pressure to workaccording to
the private commercial principle to meet the
interest of charges and repay the principal.

5. NEW INITIATIVE:

The new policy has in fact, initiated a
trend towards expanding the scope of the pri-
vate sector. Facilities and compulsion have also
been provided for upgrading of technologies
and expansion of export goods. Facilities con-
cessions, liberalisation and further market ori-
entation should make the producers reduce
costs, and improve efficiency. Thus the ‘Ad-
ministrative Discipline” is being replaced by
‘Market Discipline’. In this sense the new eco-
nomic policy embodies a new shiftin the mixed
economy.

“We are moving towards
‘capitalism with a
7
human face’’
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AMAZING FACTS ABOUT LINCOLN AND KENNEDY

Contributed by: Rakul R. -1PCMB-B

1. Abraham Lincoln was elected in 1860. 7. Lincoln and Kennedy were both South-
John F. Kennedy was elected in 1960. erners, favouring unpopular ideas.

2. Both Presidents, Lincoln and Kennedy, 8. Booth and Osw?ld WS both assassi-
were concerned with the issue of “ Civil nated before going to trial.

Rights.” 9. The successors of both Kennedy and

3. Both were slain on a Friday and in the Lincoln were named Johnsonand were
presence of their wives. Southern Democrats and were both in

4. Both were shot from behind and in the e SR
head. 10. Andrew Johnson was born in 1808.

5. Lincoln’s assassin, John Wilkes Booth Lyndon Johnson was born in 1908.
was born in 1839. 11. The names Lincoln and Kennedy each
Kennedy'sassassin, Lee Harvey Oswald contain 7 letters.
was born in 1939. 12. The names of their successors Andrew

6. Booth shot Lincoln from a theatre and ‘.o ]o'hnson and Lyndon Johnson each con-
ran to a warehouse. tain 13 letters.

Oswald shot Kennedy from a ware- 13. The names of their assassins, John
house and ran to a theatre. Wilkes Booth and Lee Harvey Oswald

each contain 15 letters.

A PROPOSAL

By: M. John Emmanuel - 111 PME

Dear Mr. Probability,

With due estimation, I want to know your response to the proposed martiage of my son, Master
Zero with your daughter, Miss Infinity. They love each other like a positive and negative charge.
I have already sampled Mr. Integral who tells me that their wedding is the only logical solution.
The proof of their togetherness is:

Any digit Any digit
= Infinity; = Zero.
Zero Infinity

My son is sO remarkable that many students acquire him in examinations. He is also s0
independent that on interacting with anyone (even your daughter), he remains himself.

Kindly consult various distribution formulae and let me know the date most suitable for this
happy union.

Computing the result, : Yours Accurately,

Mr. Calculus.
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B B I 455 A A O N A W
THE CHEMISTRY OF LOVE

Contributed by: Dephan Pinheiro, Dept. of Chemistry
Adapted from TIME Magazine

What is this thing called beside the evolution-
i oritie B SR S ) :
Love? P73 ary point.
If lovers feel that they're
What? Is this thing called = But during the
Love? being swept away, it’s past decades, scien-
: e tists across a broad
Love. flooded with chemicals ® nave had achange of
heartaboutlove.The
However punctu- RS B SR TR

ated, Cole Porter’s question begs an answer.
Love’s - symptoms are familiar enough: a
drifting mooniness in thought and behav-
iour, the mad concept that the entire universe
has rolled itself up into the person of the
beloved, a conviction thatno one else onearth
has ever felt so torrentially about a fellow-
creature before. Love is ecstasy and torment,
freedom and slavery. Poets and song writers
would be in a fine mess without it. Plus, it
makes the world go round.

Until recently, scientists wanted no part
ofit. The reason for this avoidance, this reluc-
tance to study what is probably life’s most
intense emotion, is notdifficult to track down.
Love is mushy, science is hard. Anger and
fear, feelings that have been considerably
researched in field and lab, can be quantified
through measurements like pulse and breath-
ing rates, muscle contractions, a whole spider
web of involuntary responses. Love does not
register as definitively on the instruments; it
leaves a blurred finger print that could be
mistaken for anything from indigestion to
manic attack.

Anger and fear have direct roles - fight-
ing or running - in the survival of the species.
Since it is possible for humans to mate and
reproduce, without love, all the attendant
sighing and-swooning and sonnet writing
have struck many pragmatic investigators as

amount of research
expended on the tender passion has never
been more intense..

O.K,, let’s bring some scientific preci- -
sion to this subject. Lets put love under a
microscope. - :

When rigorous people with Ph.D.s after
their names do that, what they see is not some
silly, senseless thing. No, their probe reveals
that love rests firmly on the foundations of
Evolution, Biology and Chemistry. What
seems on the surface to be irrational, intoxi-
cated behaviour is in fact part of Nature’s
master strategy, a vital force that has helped
humanssurvive, thriveand multiply through
thousands of years. Says Micheal Mills, a
Psychology professor at Loyola Marymount
University in Los Angeles, “Love is our an-
cestors whispering in our ears.”

It was on the plains of Africa about 4
million years ago, in the early days of the
human species, that the notion of romantic
love probably first began to blossom - or at
least that the first cascades of neuro-chemi-
cals began flowing from the brain to the blood
stream to produce goofy grins and sweaty
palms as men and women gazed deeply into
each other’s eyes. However, Romance served
the evolutionary purpose of pulling males
and females into long -term partnerships
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” The more we learn about love, the more

mysterious it is likely to appear. ”

which were essential for child rearing. On
open grass lands, one parent would have
hard and dangerous times, handling a child
while foraging for food. Thus, it was ecologi-
cally critical to pair up to rear the young.

Lovers often claim that they feel as if
they are being swept away. They are not
mistaken; theyare literally flooded by chemi-
cals, research suggests. A meeting of the eyes,
a touching of the hands or a whiff of scentsets
off a flood that starts in the brain and rolls
along the nerves and through the blood. The
results are familiar; flushed skin, sweaty
palms, heavy breathing. Love looks suspi-
ciously like stress; the reason is simple: the
chemical pathways are identical.

Above all, there is the sheer euphoria of
falling in love - a not so surprising reaction
considering that many of the substances
swamping the newly smitten are chemical
cousins of amphetamines (group of chemi-
cals which are stimulants of the central nerv-
oussystem). They include dopamine, norepin-
ephrine and especially phenylethylamine
(PEA). Cole Porter knew what he was talking
aboutwhen he wrote, “Igetakick outof you.”
Love is a natural high. PEA gives you that
silly smile that you flash at strangers. When
we meet someone who is attractive to us, the
whistle blows at the PEA factories.

But phenylethylamine highs don’t last
for ever, a fact that lends support to argu-
ments that passionate romantic love is short -
lived. As with any amphetamine, the body
builds up a tolerance to PEA; thus it takes
more and more of the substance to produce
love’s special kick. After two to three years;
the body simply can’t crank up the needed
amount of PEA.

Fizzling chemicals spell the end of de-
lirious passion; for many people, that masks
the end of the liasion as well. Still, many

romances clearly endure beyond the first
years. What accounts for that? Another set of
chemicals, of course! The continued presence
ofa partner gradually steps up production of
endorphins in the brain. Unlike fizzy am-
phetamines, these are soothing substances.
Natural pain killers, they give lovers a sense
of security, peace and calm. “That is one
reason why it feels so horrible when we're
abandoned or a lover dies,” notes Fisher,
“We don’t have our daily hit of narcotics.”

Researchers see a contrast between the
heated infatuation induced by PEA, along
with other amphetamine-like chemicals, and
the more ultimate attachment fostered and
prolonged by endorphins. “Itis the difference
between passionateand compassionate love,”
observes Walsh, a Psychobiologist. “It's Bon
Jovi vs Beethoven.”

Oxytocin is another chemical that has
recently been implicated in love. Produced
by the brain, it sensitizes nerves and stimu-
lates muscle contraction. In women, it helps
uterine contractions during child-birth as well
as production of breast milk, and seems to
inspire mothers to nuzzle their infants. Scien-
tists speculate that oxytocin mightencourage
similar cuddling between adult women and
men. The versatile chemical may also en-
hance orgasms.

O.K,, that the scientific point of view.
Satisfied? Probably not. To most people, with
or without Ph.D.s, love will always be more
than the sum of its natural parts. It's a fusion
of body and soul, reality and imagination,
poetry and phenylethylamine. In our deepest
hearts, most of us harbour the hope thatlove
will never fully yield up its secrets, thatit will
always elude our grasp. For Love is like the
universe; the more we learnabout it, the more
preposterous and mysterious it is likely to
appear.
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WHAT IS LIFE?

By: Prakash Cherry George - 111 PCM

What is Life? What is Life?

Puin, sorrow, loneliness me enclosin <.

Life is dull, life is waste

Oh! How I regret myself a bein g

On this endless space to be.

Goodbye world, I am empty and going
Love is false, all is false. None, None caring.

A sound? A soothing voice?

Calm, gentle, yes indeed a voice soothin g
Touches this weary heart of mine.

[ listen, a few more moments moving

Of this endless time to be.

Glad am 1, being filled with unknown tiding

No more alone, Someone caring, loving.

For me? Was it for Me?

Spitting, mocking, even bore He whipping.
Crowned in thorns, nailed to die,

Jesus His name, people of Him say King.
King of Kings died for you, me.

From death to life took me, unlike lightening
Into my life came He, my soul savin .

He speaks, yes, still speaks He,

A privilege indeed to Him speaking.

But words, nothin g to be,

Nor works repay what He has done, is doin 3.

Yes, a truth - lives He in me

As Father to child, needs all supplying.

“Lord my theughts, words, ways be to You pleasing.”

Sinner, 1, to you say,

When the Lord gathers that beautiful day,
All in Him did live, lives ‘

You too one amon g them can for sure be.
Into your life invite ye

This precious Love the Father for you gives:
His only Son, the gift of new birth, Life.
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FACTS ABOUT INDIA’S DEBT CRISIS

Fact 1.
Fact 2.
Fact 3.

Fact 4.

Fact 5.

Fact 6.

Fact 7.
Fact 8.

Fact 9.

Fact 10.

Fact 11.

Fact 12.

Fact 13.

Fact 14.

Fact 15.

~ Fact 16.

Compiled by: Benny Joseph, HOD, Dept. of Economics.
India’s external debt, as on March 1991 was Rs. 1,22,000 crore ($ 70 billion).
As on December 31, 1991, it was Rs. 1,70,267 crore.
Increase of external debt in one year alone (1990-91) was Rs. 22,034 crore.

Increase of Gross External debt during the first 9 months of 91-92 was Rs.
48,259 crore.

The IMF, IBRD loans, disbursed over a period of 4 years ending in 1994-95
will boost the debt by another $1 billion.

Indiais the third largest debtor among the developing countries with Brazil
and Mexico being the first two.

Devaluation of the Rupee pushes up the volume of debt further.
Per capita external debt for each Indian comes to about Rs.1500/-.

In 1989 the interest payment due was about $3.4 billion and the principal
payment due was about $6.7 billion, totalling upto $10.1 billion.

Interest repayment during the current financial year is nearly Rs. 6000 crore.

Creditors like IMF always benefit through loans because they are able to
dictate terms to borrowers.

There are chances for us to fall into a debt trap (raising fresh loans to repay
earlier loans) if we do not manage the economy efficiently.

Debt to the erstwhile USSR as on April 1, 1992 was Rs. 19,660 crore.

Despite all this we are compelled to keep borrowing because of (a) Mount-
ing trade deficits due to increasing import needs such as petroleum, raw
material and machinery (b) to avert default of payment which would result
in loss of credibility and isolation by international law.

Balance of payment deficit during 1992-93 was $6 - 7 billion.

Estimated expenditure on Petroleum imports during 1992-93 was $6.2
billion.
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VANISHING  FEATHERS

By: Bijoy Venugopal - 1 CBZ

Birds have always fascinated man. Their su-
preme command of the skies and their grace-
ful movements have intrigued him. But man
himself has never been the most well-behaved
of creatures. Driven by a morbid frenzy of
destructivesavagery, he has waged waron his
feathered companions, decimating their
populations.

It is a herculean task to write elaborately of
every threatened species of bird, but it is in-
deed possible to mention details of some of
those birds whose very existence is in peril.

Threats to the avian population materialise in
several ways. Among the most common are
illicit trapping, shooting for sport and habitat
destruction. There is an overwhelming de-
mand for caged birds in Europe and America.
Thousands of colourful birds are caughtin the
wild and shipped to the bird markets. Many of
these die in transit, often as a result of starva-
tionorinadequate shelter from the elements of
nature. Thanks to wealthy but cruel patrons,
the bird market thrives, with over 15 million
birds being traded every year.

Another less-known reason for the extinction
of birds is that of competitive introduction of
other species. Birds like the Mauritius Dodo
had evolved in an environment devoid of
competition or enemies. This flightless bird
was slow, heavy and dull-witted. When Span-
ish and Dutch sailors landed on Mauritius,
they brought along their dogs and livestock.
While the livestock competed with the Dodo
for food, the dogs found the bird and its egegs
very nourishing. The clumsy Dodo also fell
easily to the sailors” guns. In a matter of a few
years, the Mauritius Dodo had vanished with-
outa trace.

The most tragic story of extinction is, perhaps,
ofthe North American Passenger Pigeon. Prior
to 1900, migra ting flocks of these birds dark-
ened the sky for hours, shutting out the sun.

Yet, by 1916, the last passenger pigeon was
dead. Hunters had shot the bird info the pages
of history.

The most beautiful birds are the critically en-
dangered ones. Hailing from the tropical rain
forests of Central and South America, the re-
splendent Quetzal (Pharomachrus mocinno), is
one of the most gorgeous birds alive. Clad in
emerald green plumage with a rich scarlet
underside, the male bird has a flowing tail
thrice the length of its body. Although pro-
tected as the ‘National Bird’ of Guatemala, the
future of the Quetzal looks grim.

The Fernandind and Isabella islands of the
Galapagos Archipelago are home to another
strange, but threatened species of bird -the’
Galapagos Flightless Cormorant (Nannop-
terum harrisi). During the course of evolu tion,
this unique bird has lost the power of its
wings, and obtains food by diving into the sea.
The bird is also extremely docile, making it
vulnerable to introduced predators and man.

The International Council for Bird Preserva-
tion (ICBP), in collaboration with bodies like
the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWEF), has
prepared a list of over one thousand bird
species which are threatened with extinction.
Anadditional five hundred species wereadded
to this list, which is known as the ICBP Red
Data Book, in 1990. The ICBP funds bird pro-
tection programmes and conducts studies on
wildlife management. But in spite of all the
good work, the endangered list is growing.

The vitalnecessity for the preservation of birds
is the awareness of the common man. Today’s
human feels that making some money is more
essential than saving a few birds. Little do
they realise that it affects the ecological bal-
ance. If we do not stop this senseless killing,
tomorrow’s generations will not have the faint-
est idea of what a bird was.
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PRIVATISATION-BOON OR BANE?

By: Ayan Ghosh -1 B.B.M.

The termPrivatisation’ connotes a wide
range of ideas. It would therefore, be appro-
priate to understand the meaning of the term.
Privatisation implies the induction of private
ownership in publicly owned enterprises. But
in a broader sense, it connotes, besides pri-
vate ownership, (or even without change in
ownership) the induction of private manage-
ment and control in the public sector enter-
prises.

Inourcountry, withour mind setagainst
Privatisation, the latter has long been consid-
ered a bane. However, this psychological
blockade is proving to be increasingly expen-
sive. A review of the working of public sector
enterprises reveals that either the profits in
them have been deplorably low or that they
have been making losses. Consequently the
losses are mounting year after year, as the
following data shows:

PROFITS/LOSSES OF MAJOR SEGMENTS OF PUBLIC SECTOR IN INDIA

(Rs. In Crores)

Profit (+) Loss(-)
1986-87 1987-88 1988-89
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT:
1. Non-departmental Enterprise +1771 +2030 +2981
2. Railways +102 +84 +24
3. Posts & Telecommunications -204 +263 +788
STATE GOVERNMENTS:
4. Forests +516 +544 +442
5. Mines & Minerals +35 +27 +42
6. Road & Water Transport Services -37 -111 -109
7. Dairy Development -40 -44 -48
8. Industries -16 -20 -47
9. Power Projects -94 -116 -77
10. Irrigation & Multipurpose River Projects -1226 -1345 -1686
11. State Electricity Boards -1546 -2264 -2705
12. State Road Transport Undertakings -198 -164 -251
A. TOTAL (4 to 12) -2606 -2493 -4439
B. TOTAL (1 to 3) +1669 +2377 +3793

SOURCE: Public Enterprises Survey (1988-89) and Economic Survey (1989-90)

So far as the Central Government is
concerned, the public sector enterprises have
shown a nett profit of Rs. 2030 crore in 1987-
88, as againsta loss of Rs. 203 crore in 1980-81.
This indicates an over-all improvement. But
55 percent of the total profitis contributed by
petroleum enterprises only, and that too by

raising the price of oil. It has also been noted
thatin many situations, political factors influ-
encedecisions aboutlocation of projects. Pow-
erfulministers in the ruling party make prom-
ises about the future location of projects in a
State, irrespective of the results of the feasibil-
ity study about costs. This approach leads to

71



considerable wastage of capital resources.
There has also been a tendency to pack the
boards of directors with persons who are
non-professionals, and who have either been
defeated at the polls or who have strong
political links. (A recent example of this is the
reconstitution of the Indian Airlines and Air
India Boards). The nominated directors, in-
stead of solving the problems of the enter-
prise, create more problems for the chief ex-
ecutives. Since they wield greater influence
with the ministers, they dilute the powers of
the chief executives.

Many reports on the working of public
sector projects have pointed out that many of
the projects took longer time to complete than
was initially envisaged. Not only that, the
costof the projects was also revised upwards.
For instance, in the case of the Trombay Fer-
tiliser Project, it took 6-7 years to complete as
against the original estimate of 3 years. Simi-
larly the original estimate of cost was Rs. 27
crore (1959) and the final cost stood at about
Rs. 40 crore (1965).

Public sector projects are charged with
over-capitalisation, irrational pricing policies
and use of manpower resources in excess of
actual requirements. Add to this excessive
bureaucratization, lack of autonomy and in-
efficient management, and itis a wonder that
public sector undertakings are in business at
all.

But the benevolent Government that

1) Maersk (Norway), P&O (US), CMB (Belgium) bidding for

2) Hilton (US), Regent (Hongkong),
Four Seasons (US), Meridien (France),
Sheraton (US)

3) Ericsoon (Sweden), Siemens (Germany),

Motorola (US), Matra (France),
Nokkai (Japan), British Telecom (UK)
4) Coleman Associates (Australia)
5) Chevron (US), Mobil (US),
British Petroleum (UK), Texaco (US)

Privatisation-Boon or Bane? Continued

enabled the public sector to continue its loss-
making operations is now faced 'with a cash
crunch. The finance ministry hasalready made
it known that budgetary support to public
sector units will be limited to onlya quarter of
what they received in 1991-92, and has simul-
taneously announced that such support will
be phased out altogether subsequently. This
sharp cut is slated to save the Governmentat
least Rs. 4000 crore in the next financial year.

With the Government hell-benton phas-
ing out or trimming budgetary support to
State Enterprises and Government Depart-
ments, most have had little choice but to
consider privatisation. Yesterday’s
shibboleths about the public sector shoulder-
ing the core sector of the economy are out
now. As S. Rajagopal, Union Power Secretary
says, “Even after our eighth plan outlay, we
will be shortof 11,000 M.W. So we are getting
the private sector to bridge the gap.”

Atpresent, privatisation has only beena
resource raising exercise. The Government
has disinvested its holdings to fill its empty
coffers. In the process they have raised Rs.
3000 crore, Rs. 500 crore more than their
expectations.

India, which was facing a critical bal-
ance of payments situation is also inviting
foreigncapitaland technology with And when
world leaders like the companies mentioned
above move into India, other international

Shipping & Roadways
-do- Tourism
-do- Telecom
-do- Power
-do- Petroleum

SOURCE: Business World, 11-24 Mar.92
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companies immediately take notice. Even the
simplest calculations will show that the
amount the country earns by way of sales and
excise taxes and the contribution in terms of
jobs created, both directly and indirectly, are
well worth the price paid in terms of divi-
dends.

Also private companies like ITC and
TISCO have become large foreign exchange
earners besides becoming by-words for op-
erational efficiency.

The fundamental difference of account-
ability tilts the scale in favour of privatisa-
tion. The ever-pressing demand for higher
profits pushes a private company to achieve
higher levels of efficiency and to diversify in
order that the shareholders may be paid higher
dividends. And this is the fundamental rea-
son why Corporations are in business - to
make profits, not to provide secure jobs for
unproductive personnel. It is time to make
profits and to make the company stand onit’s
own feet.

Once the profits have been made, they
canbe channelised into (the much publicised)
welfare activities of the public sector. But not
before that, and certainly notat the expense of
profit; for without profits, there is no money
for welfare activities. Moreover, many pri-
vate organisations like the Tatasand the Birlas
are well-known for their welfare activities. It
is high time that some of the hundred thou-
sand crore of rupees buried in unproductive
industrial units be taken out and used for

rural development, allowing privatisation to -

bring in greater accountability, greater effi-
ciency, higherreturnsoninvestmentand more
money to finance development.

The haemorrhage caused by India’s
monstrously inefficient

public sector - in which 157 units were
sick at last count - where over Rs. 100,000
crore milched from the earnings of one of the
poorestsocieties in the world remains grossly
underutilised, must stop. The tourniquet by
way of budgetary cuts, partial closures and
even liquidation might hurt, but there is in-
deed no alternative. The public sector has
consistently epitomised the worst possible
misuse of scarce capital resources, a sin
which has already deprived India’s first post-
Independence generations of the fruits of
prosperity.

India’s eminently forgettable publicsec-
tor deserves an unsung death - and not the
theatricals of an eruption before extinction.
Instead we should welcome the boon whose
hour has finally arrived: privatisation.

References:

Ramadham V.V. The Structure of Public
Enterprises in India Chapters I, 11, IV &
VI.

Ruddar Datt, Public Sector - The Chang-
ing Scenario, Economic and Social
Change, December 1989.

Ruddar Datt. K.P.M. Sundharam - Indian
Economy.
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CONSTANT ‘COMPANIONS’

By: Xavier M.C., Editor

He stood at the centre of the road. The
roaring sound of the traffic did not frighten
him. The poisonous gases emitted by the
vehicles did notannoy him. Nothing seemed
to disturb him. He just stood there and went
on with his work.

Who was he? An ass! What was he
doing? He was licking a thick volume of
some great classics with great zeal. Was he
trying to satisfy his quest for knowledge?
Perhaps!

Istrode back to my room, reflecting on
the essay “On Books” by Joseph Hilaire
Belloc. He has listed a number of uses of
books as material objects. But there isn’t
anything about a book being useful for an
‘ass’.

In fact, why should he be blamed for
licking the book? Peoplegoingafter the books
formeresensory satisfaction are no different
from him. They too are "licking the book’ to
get a taste of it!

For some, books are their constant
‘Companions’. Books are with them always
-in thestudy, on the dining table, in the bed,
on the road... holding a book in your hands
is a part of the style now! But how many of
them benefit from it? God alone knows!

For some others, books are useful stuff
when they have nothing else to do. They
read and read. Mostly novels, one after an-
other. But, asthegreat American prose writer,
Henry David Thoreau noted, the classics
and the like are not their cup of tea.

But then there are others who don’t
even touch a book! Once, when Benjamin
Franklin was dining out in one of the restau-
rants in Paris, somebody asked him, “What
condition of man most deserves pity?”

Franklinsaid, “ A lonesome man on a rainy
day who does not know how to read.” Then
pity on them, who do not read even if they
know how to read!

Yes, the books are there for learning
and for enlightenment. They enrich us with
knowledge; they enlarge our vision; they
empower us with an integrated personality.
Hence the idiom, “Read for the integration
of personality.”

Butmostofus don’tread muchand our
lame excuse is the ‘lack of time.” Listen to the
words of Thomas Dreier: “When any man
tells you that he has no time for reading, you
can be sure that he is committing mental
suicide. What he says makes no more sense
than the man who says, ‘I do not have the
time to eat.””

The “‘Memories of Jawaharlal Nehru’,
drawn by K.P.S. Menon gives a picture of a
hard-working man. Amidst a thousand
things ,

Nehrucould find enough time for read-
ingand learning. His renowned personality
was moulded by the reading. What an ex-
ample!

There have been people who spenttheir
whole life-time solely for reading and writ-
ing. Great works have come out of them.
And the world has become more enlight-
ened because of them.

[ stop here, reminded of the words of
Charles C. Colton who said, “Many books
require no thought from those who read
them, and for a very simple reason - they
made nosuch demand upon those who wrote
them.” If these few lines require some thought
from you, I am contented. If not, it will
definitely require some thought from me!
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A DRAMATIC WIN!

By: Chaitanya - 11 JPEng

For a team in which nearly the entire
cast had never set foot on a stage before, it
was no mean achievement. 'Dangeya
Munchina Dinagalu' was finally a success!

'Dangeya Munchina Dinagalu' was the
maiden venture of the Nataka Abhiruchi
Kendra of Christ College. Started by the
Kannada Sangha in association with the
Language department, the Kendra aims at
developing and fostering a positive theatre
movement among the students of Christ
College.

The Ullal Shield Drama competitions
are an annual event conducted every year
by the Ranga Yatra, Nataka Akademi, Natya
Sangha and the Sahitya Parishath. Attended
by eminent theatre personalities, it is a bud-
ding ground for young theatre talent. It was
more than ten years since Christ College had
participated in the competition.

Written by Prasanna, an eminent
Director - Playwright of Kannada Theatre,
‘Dangeya Munchina Dinagalu’ was an am-
bitious venture involving a mammoth cast
of 37 students. Heaps of costumes and stage
property, enormous sets, complex concepts
and poetry, dances, songs and mindboggling
technicalities were all there. Set during the
regime of Lucknow’s last Sultan, Wajid Ali
Shah (1856), the play tries to explore the
political and social causes which led to the
failure of the ‘Sepoy Mutiny of 1857

In spite of the mountainous hurdles
and doubts we had about it's success, the
play took off in November last year with a
mere fifteen students in the cast. As we pro-
gressed, many more joined in to take the
number to thirtyseven - the team which was
to break over a decade of dormancy in Christ

College’s Kannada Theatre activities.

Many professional theatre artistes
helped us on the technical side, like Prakash
Belawadi (Lighting), Sowmya Aji (Dance
Design and Property), Sunitha Naik (Back-
ground music), Manjunath (Sets), Jayanthi
(Costumes) and Vidya and Shashidhar
Bharighat, who conducted workshops for
the entire cast and helped gauge the poten-
tialities of each student. Shashidharalso com-
posed the songs for the play.

We were also greatly assisted and en-
couraged by the Kannada Sangha, our
S.W.0., Mr. Krishnaswamy, the manage-
ment, our Principal, Rev. Fr. Antony Kariyil
(who not only facilitated our rehearsals but
alos gave us the rare privilege of being
among the audience on the day of the show!)
and finally the prime guiding force behind
the whole production and organisation,
Mr. K.Y. Narayana Swamy of the Kannada
Dept.

The play received tremendous ap-
plause on the day of the show and was
widely appreciated among the theatre cir-
cles of Bangalore. The play finally walked
away with five awards at the competition -
Meenakshi (I B.Com) and Sujatha (I B.5c) as
best actresses, Best Stage design and the
third best poster apartfrom the coveted Ullal
Shield for the best drama.

As a maiden venture, ‘Dangeya
Munchina Dinagalu’ wasa giantleap for the
Nataka Abhiruchi Kendrainto Christ College’s
cultural arena. We hope to bring forth many
more of such activities in the future and
establish a positive theatre tradition in our
College. :
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LOCKING FOR THE TRUTH...

By: Jerry George Mathew, Editor

It was a warm summer evening. Two
men were walking along the beach, listening
to the gentle lapping of the waves and looking
at the start-studded sky. They both spotted a
light flashing out at sea. One of them was a
Physicist, the kind who thought of nothing
but his work. Science was his life. He rushed
to his car where he kept all sorts of scientific
equipment. He timed the flashes, measured
their brightness, recorded the spectrum and
noted the position of the flashes against the
background of the stars. As he drove home,
he stopped a couple of times and noted the
positionagain, doing some triangulation cal-
culations. When he got home, his wife said,
“Youlookexcited, dear. Did youseeanything
interesting tonight?” “Yes,” he said, “I saw
what I deduced to be a heated tungsten fila-
mentenclosed in a silica envelope, emitting a
regular pattern of flashes of visible radiation
atanintensity of 2500 lumens froma distance
of about 850 metres offshore.’

The other person on the beach that night
was a teenager returning from Sea Scouts.
When he got home, his mother said, “You
look excited, dear. Did you see anything in-
teresting tonight?” “Yes,” he said, “I saw a
boat signalling SOS and  called the Coast
Guard and they sent outa lifeboat.”

It'sinteresting tonote thatboth the Physi-
cist and the Sea Scout gave a perfectly accu-
rate description of what they saw; neither
would be considered more correct. But which
description would you consider the more
significant?

Science! Images of High Intellect and
Complex Thinking come tomind. Young peo-
ple today are encouraged to develop a “Scien-
tific temperament’ - a desire to observe, study
and rationally ded uce whatis factualand not
to blindly accept things as they are. In fact,
Science has today become perhaps the only

field that brings men together on common
quests rather than divide them. We-now live
in a culture that has been affected by about
300 years of largely successful and very im-
pressive scientific endeavour. So much so
that Science is now considered as the one
reliable means to get to the truth. But can
everything in life be put to the test “under
laboratory conditions’ to be proved right or
wrong? Is scientific truth the only truth?

Iasked Dr. Ernest Lucas, who is a Scien-
tist-Theologian with Ph.D.s in both Biochem-
istry and Theology how he looks at Science
and scientific research: “ A crude definition of
Science would be to say that it is the attempt
to carry out by observation and experiment,
anobjective study of the material world, aim-
ing at rational materialistic explanations of
what goes on in the world. (Did you say
‘crude’?) Science is certainly limited in it's
scope. It deals only with the interaction of
matter and energy and studies the patterns
that evolve out of these interactions. A sim-
pler way of putting it is that Science deals
with the ‘mechanisms’ of the world - how the
world runs, how it operates.

But as for the rest of our lives, we don’t
live as if matter is all that matters. We are
concerned about personal relationships,about

moraland spiritual valties. And therefore we

also need to look at the ‘meaning’ of life - why
are we here? What is the purpose of life? And
the person who looks at it with a purely
scientificapproach would have tosay thereis
no meaning in life - we're just the products of
a ‘random series’ (paradox?!) of chemical re-
actions that put our bodies together and gave
us our intellect.”

“But that’s not the case atall. We need to
believe in a God Who is both Creator and
Sustainer of the whole universe; that He is a
person, one who feels, thinks and plans. I
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“Sctence does wnot evplain the cecrets of so many
asgects of life. Mon does it ceck ts...”

need to believe that I'm created in His image
and that I'm created for a purpose. And I
would need to look at the universe as God’s
universe. This is vital to any scientist. This is

in fact what drove the early scientists to ex-

plore and study the universe.”

Science definitely does not explain the
secrets of so many aspects of life. Nor does it
seek to. And as students of Science, we have
no right to expect it to.

: If you scientifically look at Love, you

would conclude that it is the work of the
endocrine glands. Butwhatwould you rather
say - “I love you” or “My endocrine glands
are working overtime”? Try out both and see
which produces the better response!

Truly, Economics, Politics, perhaps even
Religion have failed to satisfy man’s quest for
knowledge and fulfilment in life. Many ex-
amples of frustrated people can be quoted in
all such disciplines. Money and luxury can
only bring more insecurity and the desire to
possess more. Power and authority can only
bring more fear and the desire to control
more. And in his quest for fulfilment, the man
who rejects God is fast running out of ideas
and places to turn to. Unless God were will-
ing to reveal Himself, His designs for the
universe and His plans for our lives, we would
all be floundering in the ‘Foolishness of Hu-
man Wisdom'.

BEST
COMPLIMENTS
FROM:

ALL
SAINTS
BAKERY

Matison’s

= SUPERMARKET —

No.2, 5th Bock, | No. 325, CMH Road,
'100ft. Road, Indiranagar,

Koramangala, | Bangalore - 38.
Bangalore - 34. | Ph: 567576

|
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MOTHER

By: Rajesh P.1. - 1 JPEng

The train slowly chugged its way into
the tiny station. With a sigh he got off the
train. He wasn’t in the least interested in
coming to this place, notafter so many years...
Life in the city was fine. He has a nice job, a
lovely wife, two lovable children- what more
can a man want...? But.. peace...? Had he
known peace? In his eagerness to acquire
more wealth, he had unknowingly left it be-
hind...

Here he was in his village, the place
where he had spent his childhood. A flood of
memories stirred his heart, somehow he felt
at peace with himself. But then, reminding
himself of the nature of his visit, he brushed
aside those thoughtsand brusquely proceeded
out of the station.

The sight of the familiar rows of palm
trees brought back happy memories of the
past... How often he had climbed those trees..
The old tea stall still stood there and the old
man still sat there. He must be as old as those
palmtrees, he thought.Justbeyond thatbend,
would be the narrow road, that he had so
often traversed asakid... Strange, he thought,
nothing has changed. After all these years...

He felt an excitement surging in him as
he walked along the narrow dusty road. Try
as hard as he might, he cculd not control his
excitement.

His legs were moving fasterand faster...
Passers-by stopped to lookat him, but he was
too immersed in his thoughts to take notice of
them.

Suddenly he stopped short... the old
house stood there in full view, the place that
used to be home.

The house was unused now, and in a

sorrystate, mainly due toneglect. Large cracks

were visible on the outer wall and the court-
yard was filled with filth.

On impulse, he walked upto the door
and pulling out an old key, proceeded to
unlock the door. The old lock stubbornly
resisted any such move. It was only after a
great deal of effort that it relented. Swinging
open the doors he entered the house, only to
be greeted by an unpleasant odour. He cov-
ered his nose and opened the windows to let
in air and sunshine. For a brief moment he
was blinded as the golden rays of the sun
streamed proudly into the room. And, for a
briefinstant, heregretted having opened these
doors! For what lay before him, was a picture
of misery - the run-down furniture.. the giant
cobwebs, with ugly looking spiders on them;
thedustthathad accumulated all these years...

He was seized by a pain in his heart...
this was home... the place where he was born..
the place where he had spent the happiest
period of his life - his ¢hildhood... and above
all, the place brought to him memories of the
most wonderful person he had known - his
mother!

Mother was everything to him. She was
the one who donned the roles of both father
and mother with ease. He did not remember
his father - Father had died even as he was
suckling at his mother’s breast. With Mother
by his side, he had no cause to worry about
Father’s absence. She was a strict taskmaster
when the situation demanded and at the
same time a picture of love and affection. The
concept of a mother was sanctified in her...

He still remembered that final parting,
when on completing his education, he was
leaving for the city in search of a job. Mother
had bid him goodbye with tears in her eyes.
He should have known that even though she
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did not voice any objection to his idea of
leaving the village, deep inside she would
have longed for him to stay with her. But his
mind was set elsewhere; tilling lands was not
what he was interested in; he wanted to make
it big in the city. Within a few months of
reaching the city, as luck would have it, he got
ajob. Just when everything seemed fine, fate
struck - hismother died. He later learnt thatin
his absence she had grown frail and till the
very last she was heard uttering. “My son...
my son..”

With Mother gone, he did not find it
necessary to come to the village, and so that
lands were sold off and the ancestral house
left to rot.

But, today he had come to sell that last
vestige of his past... the past that had for so
long remained dormant in him, until, until,
he had come back here, once again...

“Saar... saar..,” With a start he turned
back to see the broker standing behind. “Saar,
the party has come. They are waiting for you
outside. If you will please come outside...”

For a moment, he did not know what to
say but mechanically followed the man out-
side. “I hear that they are going to pull down
this house, saar. They will be building a bun-
galow out here. Now that will be nice, wont’
it? They have three cars, saar, and...”

He was not listening to the man now...

His mind was in a turmoil and funnily,
however hard he tried, he felt his conscience
pricking him... holding him guilty...

Outside, three men stood beside an ex-
pensive-looking car. One of them came for-
ward and shook his hand. “So it is settled,
we've discussed everything,” he said, indi-
cating the broker, “I like the place and the
price you have quoted is reasonable, suits me

Mother Continued...

fine. We've got the money with us right now.
Now, would you please sign on this dotted
line:-

All this while, he had just stood there,
tongue-tied, allowing the others to do the
talking. Butnow, he knew he mustsay some-
thing...

Sign on the dotted line - the words rever-
berated in his head. His hand trembled as he
held the paper. The house would cease to
belong to him once he signed on that piece of
paper. If Mother were alive today, the house
would not have come to such a sorry state.
The house had brought alive memories of his
mother. These memories would die a natural
death. Would a signature cut off that bond...
thatbond, that had existed right from the day
that he was born... of which he had been
reminded, only now? The bond of love be-
tween a mother and her son...?

The house was, he realised, an embodi-
ment of Mother herself...

“No! I am not selling this place... [ am
sorry... but .. can’t...” The words clogged;
tears swelled up in his eyes, and he hurriedly
took outa kerchief to wipe them off. The man
looked athim forawhile; then feeling thatany
attempt to talk to him would be futile, he
walked away witha shrug. The three men got
into the car and itroared off leaving a cloud of
dust.

With a nod, he sent the confused broker
away.

Then looking at the house, for the first
time he felt proud of himself. Yes, he would
never sell this house. He would renovate it.
He would spend the vacations with his family
here. Yes, he would notallow the house to rot.

And deep inside, he had a feeling that
somewhere up there, Mother was happy...
yes, Mother would be proud of her son...
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FATE PLAYS THE GAME

By: Mukund R. - 1 JPEng

The wind blows, ¥
-hard and dry.
And the sun beats down on me;
- cruel.
My eyes search for a shade
: - love , alasl!
The mirages come now and then 5
- taunting
As the dust blinds my vision;
< l\ope dies
Tears well up and roll down;
- kope lives
Fafe, oh cruel fafe plays the game

- of appavitions

Appavritions that come and go:
- evil? destruction?
Hope casts an eye on the loner;
. - the sarcasm
Another mirage and at once J run
- for survival
The cruel hand of fate;
- Laugkfer
As J ‘h‘udge.on again,
- undefined.
Life goes on and J play it
- fate decides

But hope lives now and ever,

~kills.

T T
AN ERA BYGONE

By: Rajesh Thampy - 111 PME

1t all started because we were rich,

Rich in green and brown.

So for this, they came to share;

Masters they became, forgetting to share.

The agony was not felt, for we knew not that,
Ignorant we were, paving the way for
multitudes of misery and pain,

Defeat at every step thwarted us,

Filling our hearts with eternal notes of sadness.

Then rose a hand, strengthening a million hands,
The Mahatma’s vision became

everyone's dream,

United, we marched like waves, thrashing on
rocks impregnable,

Voices rose for a common cause,

Barriers fell, the storm failed to cease.

Everybody played a new role,

Everybody had their share of joy and satisfaction
The storm had done its job.

Had it been not possible; for the multitude
Wouldn't have been bound, for a common
Cause, sacrifice and devotion,

Instilled in every drop of red,

Whitten in yellow, the Era be remembered.

Shattered we live now, like bombed ruins seem.
Divided by thousand pretexts we grope in
Darkness, Betrayed;

For lack of conviction and sacrifice, remind
Me of merciless Saharas.

So I called that an Era Bygone.
And I, in search for another Mahatma,
Stride along the never ending path of Darkness.
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A GOOD BYE TO LIFE

By: Jan Mohamed - 1 B.Com A

Deep in a fat book
is where I reside,
With a pot of Ink,
and a pen beside.

Engrossed in thoughts,
lost in sentences,
Pressed in too hard,

in a verdict of senses.

Wet and dripping,

in the rain of confusion,
I continue to struggle
with only an illusion.

An illusion I had seen
when I was a boy,

When I played with the earth
and made friends with joy.

An illusion of Love,
an illusion of care,
An illusion of Life,
truly, very rare.

But now, everything is gone,
in the train of time,

And I stand alone,

reciting this rhyme.

So with everything lost
and nothing gained,

1 bid a goodbye to life
with a heart badly stained.

Abandon The search for God. Learn who is within you. LearN
the source of sorrow, joy, love, hate. IFyou carefully invesTigate
these matTers, you will find Him in yourself. -Hippolyrus

To know that we know what we know, and Thar we do ot know
whart we do not know, That is True knowledge. - Confucius

It is Nor who is RighT ThaT is of The greaTest imporTance, bur whar
is righT. - Anow

Four Things come not back: The spoken word, The sped arrow, the
past, The neglected opporTuniry. ~Anon
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Obituary

N. RAJKUMAR

Passed away on 24th January, 1993

dl/(ay his soul nestl in psaas !

: o live in bearts we [eave gsﬁuu[ is not to di. :

- Dﬂomas C’m,bﬂ;[t’
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EVERYTHING ABOUT CRICKET WORLD-CUP-"92!

10.

11

By: Anish Kumar - III PME

When was the weather best during the
World Cup?

At ‘PRIME SPORTS' it was always
‘Sunny’.

Why don't ‘Frenchmen’ watch cricket?
Because they haven’t gone beyond
‘Chanel 5'.

Why did the "Aussies’ have such a bad
time in the World Cup?
Because the captain could not
‘Border’ his thoughts.

Who was the only ‘Asset’” in the Aussie
Squad?
David ‘Boon’.

Why did most ‘Batsmen’ fear Bruce?
Because they could not ‘Reid’ his
bowling.

Why was ‘Aussie’ teams always un-
happy?

They went and picked a Tom
‘Moody’.

When ‘Martin’ does it all wrong, what
does ‘John' do?

Does it all “Wright’ of course.

Why did the opening pair always fail?
Because Sri ‘Kanth’ score.

Why did the ‘Kiwis' fare so well in the
World Cup?
‘Mark’ you they werea’GreatBatch'.

Which Indian Batsman was always on
the lookout for runs?
‘Ser-Chin’ Tendulkar.

How much could you expect from ndian
wicket-keepers?

‘More’ or less nothing, as ‘Pandit’
would say.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17

18.

19.

20.

i

How did the South African team come to
Australia?
In ‘Wessels'.

Why is ‘Disneyland’ looking out fora
‘Donald’?

Because he makes batsmen “Duck’.
Why was the South African Team so
‘agile on the field"?

They don’t have “Rice” anymore.

What did the South African team do to
end 'Apartheid?

They refused to bowl with the‘White
Ball'.

Why does the 'English’ team drink so
much water?

Because they had a “Hick” amongst
them.

What happened to the ’anlish'ﬁelder
who was pelted by a spectator?

He was ‘Glad - Stone’ was ‘Small’

Why dothe ‘Windies' always play by the
rules?

Because they’ve gota‘Marshall”in
their squad.

What is so ‘metallic’ in the Lankan team?
De-'Silva’.

Why didn't the ‘Zimbabwean’ bloom
during the World Cup?

Because they had only two
‘Flowers’.

What is so ‘Prolific” about ‘Imran’?
He ‘Khan’ bowl and he ‘Khan” bat
with an injured shoulder.
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BTS KI JAI!

By: ‘Anili Elizabeth George, Editor

You are there after walking breath-
lessly for seven minutes. Oh! Oh! Late
again! What's the big difference any-
way! The buses would be as packed and
as slow as any other time, and if the D-
man (that’s the driver) had any mercy at
all, he would’vestoppedinthefirst place.
If he stopped, you’d board the bus with
fifteen others. Then there’d be orders
from the D-man to move inside (Olagade
hogi!). With any luck, after all the push-
ing and shoving, you would finally be
out of his sight and with any further
luck, you had both feet on the floor.

Then there’s the question of pass-
ing on your paraphernalia to somebody
who has the privilege of being seated.
And if they were the kind that had the
look that said, “If you ask me, I couldn’t
say no, but I'd be glad if you didn’t - so
please don’t bother me”, boy, you've
had it! Everytime a person in your vicin-
ity has to get down (and believe me,
they’re a dime-a-dozen), the three-kg
bag that hangs on your shoulder will be
pulled two seats in front. Probably when
someone elseboards thebus, it will come
back torest on your shoulder. Poor bag!
Poorer shoulder!

Suppose you're lucky - you get to
keep both feet on the floor, your para-
phernaliais on thelap of somebody kind
and nice and you get a place to hold on
(Utopia!?). Well, even if you don’t get a
placetohold on, it wouldn’t make much

of a difference, would it?  meéan, you're
not likely to fall flat on your face, (de-
spite the best efforts put in by inertia)
considering the factthat you're squeezed
between two of the biggestblokes you've
ever seen.

Oops! The D-man is at it again. He
stamps the brake pedal, everybody falls
forward en masse (shrieks from the fe-
male mass, laughs from the male mass,
devilish grins from the D-man); then he
pushes the accelerator almost through
the floor board, and everybody fall back
in line. (You may not know this, but the
BTS buses are secret training grounds
forour friendsinthe NCC!). Everybody’s
back in their original place and the bus is
zooming ahead atherbest (they can only
be overtaken by the fastest animals alive
- snails!).

But the equilibrium is disturbed at
every stop, with one person getting off
corresponding to five others getting on.’
Rearrangement of the molecules in this
human jelly is inevitable and always
accompanied by alternating shrieks and
squeaks (each trying to outdo the other
in pitch and volume). The jelly begins to.
solidify, as muscles turnnumb fromlack
of use.

Finally, it's your stop! With a few
exercises like Squeeze-Throughs and
Crawl-Unders (theseare unique and can
only be done in a BTS bus), you, and




most people, are out. Lucky you, if you're
notstrangled in your dupatta.It’s amira-
cle! You're still in one piece! (A little
loose here and there, but then, beggars
can’t be choosers.) Forget the little el-
bow massages and minor stamps you've
been given (Amazingly, all the donors
claim total innocence, orisitignorance?)

B.T.S. Ki Jai Continued...

For all you know, you've probably given
away quite a few too! ...Unintentionally,
of course!

BTS ki Jai!

P.S - The intensity of the writer’s
feelingsis bestunderstood by those privi-
leged to travel by 7D!

A RARE ACHIEVEMENT

The Kannada Sangha of Christ College
recently brought out its’ 75th book. For a
College Association it is a rare achievement
indeed. :

The book, Tereda Mana, by Dr. H.
Narasimhaiah, former Vice-Chancellor of
Bangalore University, created arecord of worts
when 1,500 copies were sold within 15 days
after it was released on September 5.

Founded by Chi. Srinivasaraju, a poet,
playwright and Head of the Department of
Kannada at the College, the Kannada Sangha
can boast of making a unique contribution to
Kannada Literature. It was the first to intro-
duce several eminent Kannada writers by
publishing their works. Among them are
Shivaprakash, a poet and playwright, poet
B.R. Lakshmanrao, H.S. Raghavendrarao, a
critic, and T.N.Seetaram, a playwright.

Sectaram’s Nammolagobba Naajoo- kaiah,
published by the Sangha, was adjudged the
best drama of the year in 1991.
Raghavendrarao’s Niluvu on criticism,
Shvaprakash’s Male Bidda Neladalli (poems)
are only some of the award-winning books
published by the Sangha.

Srinivasaraju started the Kannada
Sangha in 1970, under the influence of his
teacher, the late G.P. Rajaratnam, a well-
known poet, who had published 100 books
from the Kannada Sangha of the Central Col-
lege. Srinivasaraju himself has won the
Samatantu award for his play Haliya Melina
Saddu. - '

The Kannada Sangha also conducts the
Bendre memorialinter-collegiate poetry com-
petition and the A.Na.Kri. memorial essay
competition which attract students from all
over the country. The award-winning poems
and essays are brought out in the form of a
book in order to encourage their talents.

‘Nuada Leele’ and ‘Aniketana’ are two
wings of the Sangha dedicated to create inter-
est among students of the college in light
classical music and burning social issues. The
Sangha will be starting a drama appreciation
course for the students of the college from this
year.Itplans toinvite eminent dramatists like
GirishKarnad, B.V.Karanth, Lankesh, Lokesh,
Naani, Prasanna and K.V. Subbanna to give
practical and theoretical knowledge to the
students.

- Courtesy: TIMES OF INDIA
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Erll HAI RIGHT CHOICE, 8A3Y ?

- A Sampling of careers available to students
By Vinod Kumar B., Dept. of Chemistry.

“I'hey are able because they think they are able.” - VIRGII

Unemployment ! Cut-throat competition ! Reservation policy ! Stone Age syllabi !
Defunct educational system ! Uninspiring teachers ! Corruption ! Capitation fee !
Merit !?.....Bury it !

In addition to the above, students also have to face a stigma if they don’t manage
tobecome Doctors, Engineers and the like. Itis time to debunk this notion. White-collared
Jjobs need not always be well paid nor will they always give job-satisfaction. Arguably, whatever
the ‘academic’ performance, every youngster has his or her own special talent that will ensure a
successful niche in Society. There are enough and more opportunities for those who have the drive
to go get ‘em!

Wecarried outasurvey of people indifferentcareers using a simple questionnaire.
It is our hope that this will open new vistas, career-wise, to our students (and parents
). Anoverview is presented in a tabular format which follows this write-up. Confiden-
tiality has been maintained where requested.

Our respondents entered their fields by choice, due to motivation by others, due
to circumstances or coincidence, or due to a childhood desire. Sometimes it was a
combination of the above. Most liked theirjobs very much, some found them okay, none
hated them. Some felt that change was an absolute must if stuck in the wrong career. Different
persons approached the same profession with quite different perspectives and atti-
tudes.

Some interesting excerpts of their advice are quoted below :

“Times are highly demanding and situations most challenging. Gone are the days
when the sky was the limit. Look beyond and penetrate the horizons !”
- Dr. A.K.S. BHUJANGA RAO, Organic Chemist in Industry.

“There’ll never be another tomorrow. There are no legal shortcuts to success other

than hard work !” -S.R.SIDDARA], Printer.

“Omne should always make the most of basic training, so as to be able to start an

industry of one’s own.” -N. KUSHAKUMAR, Industrial Technician.
“Do not opt for medicine if you are not willing to work yaur a## off I!”

- Dr. SUMAN B.

“Be honest with yourself.” -Ms. L.V.,Cashier-clerk, Nationalized Bank.

89



Yehi Hai Right Choice, Baby? Continued...

“One should have an aim in life. It’s the aim that makes a man great, whether
achieved or not.” -Mr.R.A.S., Technical foreman.

“Think for yourself, think positive, strive to be independent.”
-Ms. S. VERGHESE, Sales Engineer.

“Analyse yourself to find what you are interested in most. Never jump into
something which you are not suited for.” - Ms. SONIJYA RA]J, Marketing Executive.

“Welcome to the Club only if you have the magic and guts to become a winner plus
an ambition for fame and fortune ! ” - Mr. SAILESH KUMAR D., Director (Marketing).

“Love your work as you would yourself. Be positive, look ahead. Truth and hard
work pays.” - Mr. ABDUL WAHID, Industrialist. (Winner of the Indira Gandhi
Priyadarshini Award 1991 for Excellence in industry).

“Dreams and dedication are an irresistib le combination.” - Mr. 1. M. M., Lecturer.

Civil service requires more of an ability in crisis management than just intelli-
gence. Even an element of physical courage and an ability to empathise with the
common man is necessary.”

- Mr. B.E.GOVINDARAJU, Dy. Director (Marketing), Govt. of Karnataka.

P.S. TO PARENTS

How to help your child choose the right career.

1 Identify their interests

2 Give guidance not orders

¥ Broaden their experience

4. Think about future employment trends

5 Emphasize the positive

6 Spot the (independent, risk-taking) entrepreneur

7 Don’t restrict a daughter

REFERENCE :

Article of the same name in the Reader’s Digest, issue of August 1989.

“PIn all labour there is profit.” - Proverbs 14:23
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LET US MEET AGAIN

By John Emmanuel 111 PME

[ stood there alone,

Strangers and strangers all around.

Longing to see a known face and ~ speak aloud
I searched and searched, was getting desperate.

Far, far away I could spot your gentle face
A friendly smile, a welcoming gaze,

For a second I stood in a daze

And then quickened my pace.

We met, I spoke to you in a hesitant voice
You calmed me down with your quiet ways
Which inspired me to confide in you.

I trust only in a selected few,

And to you that choice seemed overdue.
Every minute of our togetherness grew

To blossom forth a friendship new.

The time of parting is fast approaching,
And we are to go on our own ways.
We had met as strangers,

But we depart as friends,

I shall hope that on my way,

Our paths will cross again to sway,

Life’s darkness with friendship’s ray.

Worth thinking aboat
We cannot bring prosperity by discouraging thrift.
We cannot help small men by tearing down big men.
We cannot help the poor by destroying the rich.
We cannot lift the wage earner by pulling down the wage payer.

We - the governments or people - cannot keep out of trouble by spending more than
we have.

We cannot further the brotherhood of man by inciting class hatred.
We cannot build character and courage by taking away initiative and independence.

We cannot help people permanently by doing for them what they could and should do
for themselves.
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(IT DAWNED TODAY)
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(THE NECESSITY OF RELIGION)
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(A PASSAGE TO VILLAGE LIFE)
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Bigotry : The anger of men who have no opinions

- G. K. Chesterton
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BOTHAM’S PHILOSOPHY

"Give me a challenge and I'll take it on. If there’s no challenge, then I

try to find one".

—Ian Botham in Cricket My Way.
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The truth is not a citadel of certainty to be defended against error:
It is a shady sport where one eats lunch before tramping on.
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1. Please

2. Thank you

3. I’m sorry
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We have just enough religion to make us hate but not enough

to make us love one another.

JONATHAN
SWIFT
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THE MEASURE OF MAN

Not - "How did he die?” But - "How did he live?"”

Not - "What did he gain"

But - "What did he give?"

These are the units to measure the worth of » man as a man,

regardless of birth.

— Anonymous
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Instead of casting a critical eye at our young people, it would be
better for adults to stop and think what kind of a world we have
built for our young people to live in. It is a world so full of tension
and strife that it is difficult enough for grown-ups, much less

youth, to feel secure.

BILLY GRAHAM
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APRIL 1: This is the day upon which we are reminded of vhat we

are on the other three hundred sixty four,

— Mark Twain

Q00

The peak years of mental activity are undoubtedly between the
ages of 6 and 18. At 6 we know all the questions. At 18, we know all

the answers.
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I am only one,
But still I am one

I cannot do everything,

But still I can do something;
And because I cannot do everything,
I will not refuse to do the something I can do

-Edward Everett Hale
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Discard hatred. Shun religious bigotry. Reject fanaticism. Don’t let
divisive forces tear the secular fabric of our country.

Because India torn and divided is India Weakened.

For centuries people of all races, religions, languages and cultures
have lived here together. Contributing to the development of the
country. Enriching it's social fabric. And giving it a unique
position in the world.

But today the secular foundations of our country are being rocked.

Will you let religious hatred hinder our progress, development
and economic betterment?

Will you desecrate the secular ideals enshrined in our Constitution?

Join hands and unite. For peace, progress and development.

Defeat communal passions. And let us be able to hold our heads
high again. And say like Swami Vivekananda - “I am proud to
belong to a nation which has sheltered the persecuted and the
refugees of all religions and all nations of the earth.”

kamataka information
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