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Fighting is a basic instinct. It is a means of livelihood for some people as for beasts.
If nothing, men will fight over words, ideas, fancies, caste, reservations or natural re-
sources. War kills the best and leaves the entire society to suffer. The academic
year 1990-91 stood a mute witness to various fights at the national and international

-levels which have left in their wake, national calamities.

In our attempt to make our annual more meaningful, we started with giving it a name
(identity?) - “Smruthi.” We expect the features like Down the Memory Lane, Opinion
Survey, Meet our Stars and Our Alumni Speak, to give a different experience to the
readers. .

We thank our Principal, the staff and the management for all the help they have
extended. Our special thanks to Mr. John Kennedy, Mr. C. Srinivasa Raju and Mrs.
Mallika Krishnaswami.

We are grateful to M/s Seva Sadan Printers, Koramangala for their excellent print
work.

P.Krishnaswami

N. Giridhar

Sayed Abdul Hakeem

& For the Editorial Committee.




ANNUAL REPORT

- 'Esteemed Chief Guest of the Day Prof. D.
Eshwarappa, Rector, Rev. Fr. Mani Giles, Parent
Invitee Dr. C.M. Haroon, Student's Union
Chairman, Mr. Dean Issac George, Distinguished
- Guests, Members of the Staff and my Dear
Students.

t gives me great pleasure to present before you
he 22nd Annual Report of Christ College. Today,
as | stand on the dais before you, | am reminded
_ of two virtues that have been very close to us in

Ilthese years; Virtues that have kept our college
going smooth and efficient. First, the feeling of

R “esprit-de-corps.” Today, the problem of many

Colleges in this country is a lack of common vision among the Management, administration,
faculty and the Students. Fortunately, there is not only no misunderstanding among the
important constituents of our college, but a definite feeling of “esprit de corps.” a feeling
of oneness, togetherness and community among us which makes the work of all of us in
our different capacities very pleasant. The second virtue of equal importance is faith.
Faith has been the force that has sustained Christ College on the tracks, faith in God
through Jesus Christ, faith in our Staff and Students, faith in the people and institutions,
that have supported this College and its goals of higher education and finally faith in the
people who need the support and succour of this College. Faith operates through love in
thought, and concern in action. Our traditions which give an exalted place to consultation
and exchange of views in an atmosphere. of friendly cooperation within the college,
embody this faith founded on love and concern. And with such faith we know we can
move mountains. Friends, we shall strive hard to do it.

ENROLLMENT AND RESULTS

After the summer holidays the college reopened on 15th June 1991. While classes for
senior students commenced on 15th June, classes for | PUC and | Degree students
started on 2nd July 1990. The current enroliment of students is 2088 of which 1031 are
in PUC classes and 1053 in Degree Classes. '

&

It is only natural for any growing institution to have dreams. Ours is no exception. And
of all our dreams the most important one is of making Christ College an Autonomous
Institution. This dream of ours remains a dream till today. But with the input of more
labour we feel confident that this dream will be translated into a reality. However, at the
moment, ours is not an autonomous college. Hence, examinations and results do matter
a lot to us and therefore have to be viewed, if not with breathless tension and awe, atleast
with a little anxiety. And | am glad to say that the performance of our Students is rather
impressive. At the same time | would readily admit that much improvement is to take
place in certain subjects especially in the Degree Exams. It is our sincere hope that with
improved students discipline, enforcement of regular attendance and qualitative change in
teaching the percentage will go up in the coming years. :



STAFF NOTES

On the Staff front there was the usual intellectual and creative activity in the year under
review. Though there were a number of programmes meant for the teaching staff, the
one day seminar held on August 4, 1990 deserves our special attention. The theme was
“Methods of Effective Communication”.

There are 126 members on the Staff of the College of which 81 are teaching and 45 non-
teaching. There were 18 new appointments too.

Mr. Shiva Reddy - Kannada

Mr. Ravi Chandran . Physics

Mr. Johnson O.V. - Physics

Mr. Melvin J. D’Souza - . ‘Sociology

Mr. Rajashekharaiah - Political Science-
Mr. Shaji Jose - Political Science
Mrs. Rekha Rani - - Economics

Mr. Xavier M. - Economics

Mr. Manjunath B.T. - Botany

Mr. Ramesh M.R. - Mathematics
Mrs. Selvi Manjunath - Mathematics
Rev. Fr. Josekutty : - Commerce

Mr. Nanjundappa - English

Mr. John Joseph Kennedy - English

Mr. Gnana Shekhar - English

Mr. Benny Sebastian - Electronics
Miss Girija Kumari - Psychology
Miss Anuradha T.S. - Psychology

Rev. Frs. Augustine Joseph, Former Principal, Antony Thomas C., T.K. Jose and Sebastian
T.A. are on Study Leave. :

FAREWELL TO FR. MANI GILES -

Rev. Fr. Mani Giles the Founder Principal and the Present President of Christ college
society retired this year after completing 21 years of distinguished service. Fr. Mani Giles
belongs to that rare tribe of scholar-teacher whose commitment is to scholarship and
teaching and the maintenance of standards in education. He is also a voracious reader,
a prolific thinker and a teacher par excellence. All that our college stands for and all that
have been achieved during these years is primarily because of his selfless, committed
work. We are indeed privileged to have him as the Present Rector in which capacity he
is the President of Christ College Society too. On behalf of the entire college community
| wish Fr. Mani Giles many more years of active intellectual pursuit.

NEW COURSES

At the Degree level a new course was started this year with Computer Science, Mathematics
and Statistics as the combination. We have another B.Com section too from this year.
With the encouragement and support which we get both from students and University
officials, we hope to embark on many more new courses in future as our chief objective
is the overall development of students which would enable them to battle courageously
and confidently in all spheres of life.
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES

For the last few years there has been a significant transformation in Student interests in
Christ College as a result of which more and more students are looking for meaningful and
creative use of their spare time. This can be easily evinced from co-curricular activities
such as games and sports, N.S.S., N.C.C., AICUF, Rotaract Club and Kannada Sangha.
Scarcity of time does not permit me to present a detailed report of all of these. But | would
like to express my sincere gratitude to the members of the staff who have skilfully\ghided
the students in these. They are Mr. Vishakantaswamy and Mr. Ravindranath, Physical
Education Teachers, Major James K. Alumkara and 2nd Lt. Xavier Vincent M. N.C.C.
Officers, Mr. A. Bhaskara Sharma, N.S.S. Officer, Mr. Jerome AICUF Adviser, Mr. Vijaya
Kumar, Rotract Club Adviser, Mr. Srinivisa Raju and Mr. Basappa D. Okkunda, Kannada
Sangha Staff Advisers.

- STUDENTS UNION

The most vital part of any Institution is its student body. Establishing a perfect rapport
with the Management and the Staff the Students’ union during this academic year functioned
in a very efficient manner. By skilfully conducting cultural items in our own college such
as the Talent’s week, PU Fest etc. and participating in cultural events in other colleges our
students have proved their various skills and talents.

The Student’s Union also organised the spring festival on 4th, 5th and 6th January 1991,
My sincere appreciation is due to our students for their exemplary conduct, behaviour and
maintenance of decorum during all the three days of Spring Festival. A special word of
congratulations to the volunteers of the Spring festival for the excellent work they have
done on all the three days. Mr. Baby Mathew, our student welfare Officer, Dr. Dean Issac
George and his team of Union Office Bearers deserve our hearty congratulations for the
rich variety in the co-curricular, extra-curricular and cultural life of the college.

CONCLUSION

In the life of Christ College with its many challenges, successes and also some failures
what has sustained it is not just the vision and work of its Principal or the Management,
but the commitment and understanding of the staff, teaching and non-teaching and the
student body. Visions can be conceived and given to ourselves, but unless there is a
common acceptance and understanding of these visions and as | pointed out earlier, a
feeling of community among the constituents of the college in implementing them, there
is not much that can be achieved. Friends, we did have visions and we do have more.
And | am glad to say that we have succeeded to a great extent in transforming these -
visions into concrete events. On the whole the year under review has been one of
happiness and fulfillment in the life of this college. And so as we look back another
milestone marked 1990-91 is receding behind us, as we jostle up and down in our journey
through the rough roads of higher education. But we are still moving forward as a
community of educators, bound together by this calling and commitment and helped by
God along our way. So, Dear Friends, with thankfulness for what has gone on and with
hopefulness for the future | turn another page in the glorious history of Christ College.

May Jesus Christ, bless us all abundantly.
Fr. Antony Kariyil
Principal.



The Year That Was.....

15th June 1990: Classes begin for Il PUC, Il & Il Degree
2nd July 1990: Beginning of classes for | PUC & | Degree
13th July 1990: Orientation Course for | PUC

17th July 1990: Class representatives are elected

20th July 1990: Elections to the College Union

Ist August 1990: College closed to express solidarity and sympathy with the Catholic
Sisters of Gajraula who were assaulted on July 12, 1990.

4th August 1990: Staff Seminar with the theme “Methods of Effective Communication”
moderated by Dr. Marie Mascarenhas and Mr. Periera.

10th August 1990: College union Inauguration by Mr. Sathyanarayana, Labour
Commissioner.”It was a wet day but the rains could not dampen the enthusiasm of the
students.”

17th August 1990: First class test for all the classes
25th August 1990: Inauguration of NSS activities

30th August 1990: Farewell gathering in honour of Fr. Giles. Blessing of the foundation
stone of the New Block by Fr. Giles

31st August 1990: Installation ceremony of Rotaract club by A.R. Sridharan Director
General of Police (Crime and Training)

21st September 1990: Parent-Teacher Association meeting. Mr.Firoz Mehtha, Mr. Veer-
araghavan and many other parents discuss the problems of students with the staff and
the management.

12th & 13th October 1990: Annual athletic meet. More events and more participants.
Ist November 1990: Mid-term vacation commences

3rd November 1990: Foundation stone of the new block laid by Fr. Giles - Graced by
Fr. Thomas Mampra.

26th November 1990: Mid-term exam. commences

15th and 16th December 1990: P.U. Fest.

19th December 1990: Noted dramatist Sri Parvathavani addresses the Kannada Students
2nd January 1991: Rector’'s Day

4th to 6th January 1991: Spring Festival

7th January 1991: College Day

18th January 1991: Bangalore University celebrates its silver jubilee.

31st January 1991: Bendre memorial lecture by Sri L.S. Seshagiri Rao

4th February 1991: Preparatory exam starts for degree and Il PUC students.
16th February 1991: Annual NCC Day :

22nd February 1991: Last class day for | & Il PUC

1st March 1991: Farewell gathering in honour of Mr. D. Varkey.

4th March 1991: | PUC promotion exam commences.

16th March 1991: Inauguration of "Old Christies' Association" by Fr. Rector.
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A DIALOGUE WITH FR. MANI GILES

Born on the 5th of August 1932 at Nadukara in the Muvattupuzha
district of Kerala Father Mani Giles Pothanamuzhi CMI matriculated
from the Infant Jesus High School, Vazhakulam at a time when
the world was getting out of the maladies of World War II. His
long and eventful theological career began when the world had |
settled down to begin another constructive phase. What does he
recall of his school and college days? “The second world war was
going on in full swing, so too the freedom struggle. There was a *
great financial depression and it had an impact on the school
education also. There weren't many schools and the enrollment
was also less. Electricity was a luxury. Life was less comfortable.
But schools had better discipline and teachers were committed and motivated. For them
it was more a mission than a profession. Colleges were few. There was no scientific and
technological explosion. The British had just then left but the vestiges of colonialism was
very evident. The Colleges had more concern for spiritual and moral values.”

When Bannarghetta circle was less noisy and when the Hosur Road after Lakkasandra
had only Mental Hospital and a few huts on either side; when Dharmaram College echoed
only the chirping of birds and rustling of leaves, Fr. Giles pursued his mission of life.
Joining the CMI congregation in 1952 his academic and theological training continued till
the middle of the 60's. S.H. College, Thevara, Dharmaram College, Bangalore and St.
Joseph'’s College Tiruchirapally were his Alma Maters. And who were his models? “Many
people have influenced me. | count Jesus Christ, my parents, my uncle who was a
bishop, Fr. Erhart, the then principal of St. Joseph’s College, Tiruchi and Fr. Jonas
Thaliath, founder of Christ College. There were also indirect influences through books.”

He had the privilege of sérving his Aima Mater, S.H. College, Thevara as a Lecturer in
Botany from 1966 before destiny called him back to Bangalore to be the principal of Christ
College even before it came into the world. “l had to do almost everything in shaping the
college. Getting affiliation from Bangalore University itself was a herculean task. Recruiting
qualified staff and creating a suitable infrastructure were no less easy jobs. More than
anything else to make a name for the college was my prime concern. | wanted the
institution to develop as a Christian Institution where the emphasis is on character and
individuality. | am happy to state that within five years after its inception Christ College
emerged as a pioneering and reputed institution for higher education.” It is not surprising
that Christ College became synonymous with Fr. Mani Giles. What were his best and
worst moments in this great endeavour? “| never try to differentiate my experiences.
Every moment is a good and God sent moment. No gloating over successes or being
depressed with failures.”

Having seen thousands of young faces passing out of the college, over the years, like any
other concerned teacher he is aghast to see that the youth of to-day immolate themselves.
Why have they become hyper-sensitive to social and political issues? Who do we blame?



“| would put the blame on pur mass media, politicians and our elders for this sorry state
of affairs. Students are a vulnerable lot. They can be easily misguided and misled.” Or
have we failed to understand their needs? “Partly yes. With the modern explosion of
knowledge and the wide use of electronic and print media many of the age old co-
curricular and extra curricular activities have become outmoded and irrelevant. It is time
we introduced novel methods without of course compromising at the physical, mental and
spiritual disciplines.” What will be the role of religion in this? To what extent can social
philosophies like Marxism help? “The main purpose of religion is to establish a proper
relationship with God and men to help man become a complete and happy human being.
To make peace with God and his fellow beings and to live in harmony with his surroundings.
This does not mean sufferings-will disappear from the earth. A religiously trained person
will be in a better position to face sufferings of any kind. ldeologies like Marxism cannot
be equated with religion. Marxism tries to annihilate the concept of God. It can never
satisfy the urge of man in his search for god. | don’t know whether man can find true
peace and joy in a godless society.” Then what about Liberation Theology? Why hasn't
there been any Indian version of it?

“There cannot be a better liberation theologian than Mahatma Gandhi. His words, his
writings and above all his very life were more powerful than that of any liberation theologian.
He did a lot to liberate the Indian masses from fear and oppression. His concept of
religion was an all encompassing one. It is unfortunate that Gandhi's ideas are not
vigorously carried forward. This is not a failure of Gandhism. Rather we have failed
Gandhism. This happens to any system of thought. | am optimistic that Gandhian ideals
will stage a come back with more power after some time. Men like him appear once in
century.” One finds it very difficult to counter Fr. Giles’ views.

His convictions are infectious. It is evident when he gives reasons for man’s eternal
leanings towards religion. “Longing for God and God experience is something innate in
man. Man has a spiritual and immortal soul whose object is God almighty and not any
created thing. The soul will always look for God and God experience and in this search
man goes everywhere, to all holy places and to many religious men. If he gets some God
experience he shares it with other people and the search goes on. That is Sanyasa - the
ultimate ashrama the Indian tradition had envisaged.”

May God bless him and help him in his endeavour to serve the cause of humanity.



A Tribute To A Great Architect of Youth

Fr. Antony Thomas Chirathalakal
Dept. of Hindi (Currently in the LISA)

Youth is a major force in the world and is to be nurtured with care
and concern. All democratic systems and regimes have well
understood this truth and are aware that a good formation and
encouragement should be given to youth. Only dictatorial or
military leaders try to subdue the youth in order to protect their
selfish structure of suppressive regimes and ambitious dictatorship.

As | look at Rev. Fr. Mani Giles, | would like to share a few
aspects of his great leadership and personality that made him
excel as a great architect of youth. Many of the old students of
Christ college have shared their great appreciation of their excellent
formation that touched them with a great sense of respect and regard towards the
Almamater. During my visit to an Industrial firm in Whitefield, Bangalore, two of the Senior
Officials spoke to me with great pride about Fr. Mani Giles. They complimented him,
saying, ‘Father Mani Giles loved us and made us great by his great personality. The one
person we ever remember in Christ College is Father Mani Giles.’

With his wide experience in treating youth, he acted with reciprocity and replenishment in
his dealing with the responsible but was tough with the insolent and impertinent. On one
occasion, a commerce student told me that he feared the ‘iron-fist-hit’ of Father Giles. In
my first year of teaching at Christ, | did witness such disciplinary measures.

Father Mani Giles is a great visionary and a staunch promoter of youth. The basic truth
which is lacking in the youth of today is the inability to discern values. Merely by mugging
theories or definitions, students will not attain a solid formation in their lives. They should
be given the basic orientation to interpret and evaluate different values. With this perspective,
Fr. Mani Giles strove to bring facilities to college education with greater emphasis on
moral and religious instruction.

Another great drive in the formation of youth is the encouragement that Fr. Giles used to
give sports and games. He understood how this medium could help in character -
formation. The youth centre for Christ College, envisaged by him would be a big boon for
the development of youth and in tapping their hidden talents.

In appreciation of his great contribution to youth and education, he has been promoted as
the Rector of Dharmaram College. | wish him the best in his new office and pray the
Almighty to shower him with choicest blessings.......... Jai hind!



TWENTY FIVE YEARS OF BANGALORE UNIVERSITY

Dr. T.N. Srintvasan
Dept. of Chemistry

BANGALORE UNIVERSITY celebrated its completion of 25 years of service in the cause
of higher education. The University started its service in 1964 with its jurisdiction covering
colleges of higher learning in the districts of Bangalore, Kolar and Tumkur. Two premier
institutions namely Central College and Visveswaraya College of Engineering were inducted
as University Colleges. The University has given affiliation to 187 colleges imparting
education in Arts, Science, Engineering, medicine, education and law. In addition to these
the University runs under its direct control 31 departments belonging to the faculties of
science, arts, commerce, languages, education and law. The University caters to the
higher educational needs of nearly one lakh students. Facilities are available for research
in all the fields and the University can proudly state that these are governed by eminent
academicians. The Bangalore University also admits foreign nationals to its various
courses. At present, around 300 foreign students are enrolled in its professional and
affiliated colleges.

Bangalore University adopts changes in educational policies and other matters in the
cause of higher education. It allows students to participate in the Senate proceedings. It
has constituted parents council at the colleges and university levels to make the parents
of students also as one in the integral part of University life.

Bangalore University has introduced Master’s degree course in Computer appliances and
Applied Geology. It has decided to start from the academic year 1991-92 onwards
master's degree course in Electronics, Astrophysics and Man-power planning. The
University has organised number of workshops, seminars, conferences at National and
International levels. A proposal to start a Centre for Bio-technology from this Academic
year is pending before the U.G.C. Research with relevance to the needs of industry finds
Bangalore University in providing a vital structure for its growth. At present the University
is functioning at the Central College Campus and at Jnana Bharati Campus. All the
facilities are available at both the places. The Bangalore University proposes to construct
a multi purpose auditorium for which Christ College is a liberal donor.

Bangalore University endeavours in achieving academic excellence and widening the
aspects for the cause of education with relevance to the needs of the Society. It has
abundant faith in its future. :

10



COMPUTER - A “HERO” OR A “VILLAIN”?
- E. Nithyanand - Il B.Sc, PME

“At 6 O’clock every morning Takeaki Yoshidas' favourite music begins to filter through his
Tokyo condominium. Then the bedroom door curtain opens automatically, the lamps light
up and an electric rice cooker clicks on. By the time Yoshidas steps out of his electroni-
cally controlled Sauna his breakfast is ready and the television is on. Every appliance in
Yoshidas' apartment ...... is monitored by a micro computer.”

This is not a passage from a futuristic novel...It is just a report published in Newsweek on
the current level of Science and technological development in Japan. This indicates that
computer technology has entered the homes of people and has changed the very way of
life they lead. In the industrial realm too, computers have become a part and parcel of
industry.

COMPUTER.....the very name brings a chuckle to many and a shudder to others. To
some it is a mechanical genius and to others it is a source of disgust and fear. Yes,
computer is a ‘hero’ to some and to others a ‘villain’. Why has the computer generated
such a difference of opinion among people?

A person’s reputation is gauged on what he has done in the past and perhaps what he
does in future. A product’s credibility is also based on its performance in the past. So,

before you spell out your opinion about computers, | invite you to consider the track record
of computers.

THE COMPUTER A ‘HERO’? :

Let us suppose you are given 100,000 seven digit numbers. All you got to do is add them.
How long would you take to get the answer? Typed single spaced on a normal sized
stationery with 10 columns per page, these numbers would fill about 150 pages! Using
a sophisticated calculator it will take you 28 hours to get the answer. If you decide to do
this task manually without the aid of any electronic device....well, will you ever finish it?

But not so with computer. Even before you finish adding the first 100 numbers the
computer would have printed out the answer and ask you “How is that I!!" Incredible it
sounds. But true. That is not all. Modern day computers are getting faster and faster.
What a huge computer {called a mainframe system} could do some years ago, is done by
a small one {called a micro computer} today. Do these features meet the criteria for
calling a computer a ‘hero?

The use of computer is manifold. At home, the children can learn math, play many
morally clean and really educative games. |In the filed of science where complicated
scientific and engineering calculation are involved computers help a lot. For computer-
aided design of aircrafts, ships, cars, bridges, machines and to predict the performance
of aircrafts or missiles, to control the flight of rockets and guided missiles computers have
become indispensable tools. Not only do they help submarines to navigate under ice and
monitor the working of nuclear reactors but also enable a whole lot of factories run
automatically with the help of robots. Besides these computers are put to many other
varied uses which all of us are aware of.
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Also, modern computers possess unlimited accuracy. Unlike human beings they never
suffer from boredom or lack of concentration. Even if they have to do millions of
operations they perform every operation exactly with the same degree of diligence and
accuracy. For these reasons and many more do you consider a computer a ‘hero?

THE COMPUTER A “VILLAIN"?

In the United States a couple of years a go, a missile had been triggered off. It's target
was Moscow. The president of America did not order Moscow to be blown up nor did
the Army General. Then, how did the missile decide to destroy Moscow? Who was the
culprit? It was the computer that had been monitoring the missile. Due to some fault in
its circuits, without doing anything. The computer allowed the missile to be launched. Did
the missile take off? Luckily, just a few seconds before taking off, the officials could stop
the missile by diffusing it. If the missile had reached Moscow, perhaps, a war would have
erupted between the super powers. What a price to pay, for the mistake of a computer?

In another incident a man admitted for pneumonia when discharged from the hospital was
charged for the use of delivery room and nursery. The computer, obviously had made a
blunder. Such instances have forced people to form a negative and fearful view of
computers. Some may regard it as an unreliable machine - and a Villain.’

Undoubtedly computers have their own limitations. The fault, however is not wholly theirs.
Computers work on the rules set out by the bunch of instructions given to them in the form
of ‘programs! If the instruction given are faulty how could anyone expect a mechanical
device to function properly?

Computers are also used by antisocial elements to do their nefarious activities. Recently
a man in U.S.A. was convicted for using computer to commit a crime. What was the
crime?

The man used his personal computer to ‘tap’ out many of the defence secrets from NASA
- the brain organisation behind U.S.A’s defence technology.

Well...the question is ‘should computers be banned because it ‘acts’ like a villain and
because ‘villains’ use them to achieve their ends? It would amount to saying “Don't use
a knife because people use it to kill. Does it sound sensible ?

Computers are also called 'villains’ because they rob people of their jobs. Yet we cannot
deny that a computer controlled robot is efficient and edual to ten. humans. Therefore,
would it not be a short-sighted view to term a computer ‘villain’ Don't you think the use
of computers may benefit us in the long run? We cannot forget the fact that today’s
computerized nations passed through the same sort of situation once upon a time.

The question has to be asked again. “Is the computer a hero or a villain?” Well, taste
differs. So does attitude. Hence decide for yourselves. To be candid | do not expect you
to agree with me. Nor do | expect you to disagree with me. But | would want you to find
an answer to this complex and perplexing question.
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A POEM

P. Arulmani
II B.A. (P.S. Eng.)

All these are minor joys, to see

the fluid flourish, the flush of an April-flowering,

to smell through a long-clogged nose

the musky mysteries of blooms | cannot name,

the scent the first rains bring to plough-turned earth
and cakes of straw and cowdung slowly aging.

To smell the quiet passing of damp, dead leaves
into humine soil, the perfumes

each drizzle sets free and this last, quirky one,
from the pages of shelf-fresh books

the smell of shop, glue and printing-ink.

To hear amidst the din of people building
and the distant fuss of buses,
some symphony of bird-song
come gently to its close and begin anew.

All these are minor ephemeral joys
to us, who only feel or only think.

Only connect, learn to add the two,
for Ecstasy comes
to those who are good at their sums.

This, the lasting rapture,

or a slow, Socratic numbing
before we fall into our graves;
to die living, or to live dying,
that is the only question.
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MEET OUR STARS

M.S. Ramesh Final B.Sc.

TO RUSSIA WITH LOVE

To M.S. Ramesh of Ill B.Sc. ‘Perestroika’ meant more than simply
restructuring. It was a restructure of 7 days (October 22nd - 26th,
1990) at the Soviet Union. One among 3 to win a world-wide
essay competition, “Restructuring in the Soviet Union” conducted
by the “Novosti Press Agency” Moscow, Ramesh was offered this
golden opportunity.

Well received by the sponsors, though the climate posed a problem,
Ramesh got to see all the places of interest like the Olympic
Stadium, Comonosova University (One of the biggest Universities
with 6000 rooms) and other important historical places.

With the economic depression and the foreign exchange in bad shape, Mikhail Gorbachov
had been forced to bring about a change. Though in the initial stages, a vast change has
already been brought about, especially in the farming sector. ~

As for consumerism, service and rationing - Ramesh feels that the Soviet Union still
leaves much to be desired. Life in general is relaxed with basic amenities provided to the
poor; with the absence of child labour; with more and more opportunities for women and
with cheap transport. The craze for the Western tastes is fast catching up amongst the
Russian youth. This is predominant especially in music and modelling.

Though other languages are gaining importance with the Russians, the Indian languages
have not caught their fancy much. And finally, speaking about Russian girls, “Why, they
are simply beautiful!!”

- Giridhar and Raheem.

CREATE OR PERISH

Dinesh Kumar of 1l CBZ is not only an active member of our
college cultural team, but the treasurer of the Rotract club, a
member of CREATE-IVITY (Centre for Recognition and
Enhancement of Artistic Thought and Expression to Inspire and
Vitalize Interest and Talent among Youth) and the Joint Secretary
of the KWA. Apart from these he is a man with a golden hand,
having won a lot of prizes and laurels in paintings, sketching,
clay-modelling, and collage. His other hobbies include reading,
swimming and listening to music. He has designed our cover
page for the second successive year.

- CRS Prashanth.
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Mr. K. Kashinath
Library Assistant

A JAPANESE MAKE

Mr. Kashinath is a versatile man. His imagination of arrangement
is not confined to the world of bibliography alone but also extends

to the beautiful world of fragrant, colourful flowers. In short,he is s,
an lkebanist. Now, what exactly is lkebana? It is a Japanese art
of flower arrangement with formal display following strict rules.

Interested in flowers from an early age, Mr Kashinath went on to
do different courses and has won quite a number of prizes including
the Champion’s trophy at the Lalbagh flower show since 1988.

Having taken lkebana as a hobby, Mr Kashinath has plans of
making it a profession. A full placed instructor at the “Ichiyu”
School Madras, he travels once a fortnight to Madras. Sure that lkebana is not an
obstacle to his job Mr Kashinath wants to disprove the theory that Ikebana is a ladies’ art.
This he believes can be achieved by popularizing the art.

- Giridhar and Hakim.

Balaji
11 B.Sc.

MEN CAN ALSO DANCE

At a time when the great Indian heritage is fast disappearing, it i
consoling to think, there is a silver lining in the form of Balaji, a
- Il B.Sc student and a Bharatanatyam artist.

Without any formal training, Balaji's interest in classical music and
dance developed at an early age. Inspired by the dance programmes
on T.V. and on stage, he went on to take it seriously, winning a
number of prizes.

Though opposed by his parents, Balaji is confident that his love
for dance will not come in the way of his studies. Balaji stands on
the threshold of a brilliant career in the world of music and dance.
May he have success in it. - Geetha R. Alur.
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MANGALA
11l B.A.

A Course in histrionics

Those of us who happened to watch T.V. on a chilly evening last .
December were surprised to see a girl from our college, Mangala
of Final Year B.A., doing a leading role in a Kannada tele-film,
“Silige Sigadavaru.” Mangala is not a new comer to the TV
medium as she has already appeared in one of the popular serials
“Crazy Colonel” “Sulige Sigadavaru” which deals with the problems
of youth was shot in Kengeri in a brief period of 10 days. Mangala
enjoyed working with the crew which comprised of young
professionals. Inspired by none other than her sister Shivaranjani,
a popular Kannada actress, Mangala is not interested in grabbing
every opportunity coming her way as she has her own concept of a film and a character.

-Geetha R. Alur.

OUR ALUMNI SPEAK......

Mr. K.S. Srinivasa Murthy [B.Com. (1975-78)]
Officer, State Bank of Patiala, ].C. Road Branch, Bangalore.

It was sheer accident that | joined Christ College. | had just completed P.U.C. from a
different local College. | was lonely and depressed due to a small but mentally painful
incident in my personal life as a student. | badly needed a change to recover, though |
never regained the self-confidence lost at that time, even after a number of years. On the
contrary, a kind of intense guilt and inferiority complex had reduced me to nothing. That
my subject of study (commerce) had hardly anything to do with my first love (literature and
art) added to my depression. | applied to several colleges for a change - Christ College
was just one of these: | sought admission for Arts but | had to study Commerce.

Obviously, Christ College could not hold out much for me who could hardly put my heart
and soul into my course of study. So, academically the association was certainly not
meaningful either for me or for the college. But | wonder whether the kind of exposure
and inspiration one expects from an academic institution are not something beyond this.
This inevitably leads me to some personal reminiscences.

The college recognized my love for art and literature: it was through some of the unique
gestures of Rev.Fr. Mani Giles and Sri C. Srinivasa Raju. | began to find some meaning
in whatever little | was trying to write or paint.

Rev.Fr. Mani Giles, with his reticence and looming personality, always seemed to me
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remote and inaccessible. But, paradoxically, he could become very intimate in unex-
pected ways. It was the inaugural of an exhibition of my early attempts in drawing and
painting arranged by the college Kannada Sangha, in the college. Mr. H.R. Ramakrishna
Rao announced over the mike that the principal had a small gift for me - when | went over
to the stage, Fr.Mani Giles took out a prussian blue parker pen, obviously in his use, from
one of his pockets and gifted it to me. Subsequently he also arranged for ‘both full
freeship and scholarship. But strangely, inspite of all these, even after | left college, we
never exchanged even a few intimate words, so far as | can remember.

Briefly, Christ College is more an intimate friend than an academic institution for me.
Obviously it somehow sounds like | have equated the identity of an institution with the
personalities of two of its members. Well, | have to admit that it is practically indiscreet
so far as the institution matters. But, what do practicalities mean in a context of intense
warmth and intimate association?

Mr. Rajaram:
Lecturer in English

St. Joseph's College

| Bangalore.

Looking back into my experiences at Christ (1980-83) the most
important thing that remains with me is the college itself - the

:l lights, the open space and a sense of being very close to nature.

| came to Christ in search of Psychology. | shifted from Science
to arts because | found a lot more breathing space and | knew that the arts were trying
to give an integrated perception of truth, that is, handling the complex as complex. It was
a time of intense search for me. The depth and sincerity of the search involved in
literature began to make sense to me.

On the last day, when | went to Fr. Mani Giles to bid him good-bye, what he said remains
fresh in my mind.

“Mr Rajaram | was thinking of a line from a Spanish priest?” ;

“What is that Father?”

“You ask God - Please God, give me the strength to change what | can and the strength
to accept what | can't and the wisdom to distinguish between the two."-

The time | left Christ College was the true transition for my leaving one stage of my life.
| wanted to anchor on to something - the traditional anchoring had begun to make less
and less sense to me. | was looking for something new which would deepen my
experiences of myself and others and automatically my choice was literature. Any
institution however good cannot give you everything. The onus of responsibility in the
Indian conditions - rests on teachers. The ability to reach out and touch the students,
instilling in them a sense of passion for life, and making them “literate” and “educated” -
that is what is necessary.
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Mr. V. Narayanswamy
The Times of India
Bangalore.

My entry into Christ College was an irony. A loaner who stumbled &
upon his creative writing ability and later saw in it a precious ally ¢
in adversity, | thought | was enrolling myself for a 5 year stint in
another hellish environment. | was to realize, subsequently, that
| had an awfully debasing, prejudiced opinion about the institution.
The day | handed over my application in 1982 and faced Fr. Giles
for a brief session, a grey uninspiring past turned into a rather
promising present. The future naturally was in my hands.

A proverbial “make it" or “break it” situation. But | made it! The
first of the give and take attitude was evident in Fr. Giles who
surprisingly had an agreeable disposition despite that well known rock hard exterior. One
instance comes to my mind. Like many other collegians in Bangalore | had this second
language problem. | wanted a change. In normal circumstances the principal would not
have complied. | knew it and kept my fingers crossed. | was in for a surprise when he
asked me, “Are you confident about the whole thing?”, | nodded. He gave me the green
signal without giving another thought. The teachers used their Chisel on me rather
judiciously and | passed out, a rank student!

My aim was to be a journalist. A post-graduate degree in communication was my natural
choice. But what puzzled me was why the drudgery of unnecessary subjects was still
persisted upon. Strangely the over powering feeling of desolation, the thought that you
would be left to fend for yourself once out of college was conspicuous by its absence in
my case. It was smooth sailing from then onwards to The Times of India’s sports desk.

Perhaps the sacrifice of your ego can help now and then when it comes to working in a
complex set up. The revelation comes through trial and error because initially you tend
to respond in a stereotyped way to different planes of inter action. That way every set-
back comes to you as a part of the culture shock. Similarly college life appears misguid-
ingly monochromatic. But once you fit into the groove well and lay back in the glory of
a satisfying job, the daunting reality looms. Probably then echoes a voice with rising
" intensity. The question is how to answer it. And then you feel that your education has
begun once again. : '
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MR. D. VARKEY RETIRES......

Devasia Varkey Pothalil was born on August 6 in the year Nineteen e
Hundred and Thirty-Three, in Valianadu Village in the district of ..
Alleppy, Kerala. 1947- It was the year of the freedom struggle
and as all the schools were involved it was but natural for the
young boy of 14 at the St. Joseph’s English School to be drawn
into the main stream.

An industrious student throughout, it was while doing his B.A. at
the University college, Trivandrum that he became acquainted .
with the leading literary luminaries like Hridhya Kumari and G. % .
Kumara Pillai who were not only his teachers but with whom he - e "
had a close rapport. A keen student of literature, the classics, Greek and Roman
mythologies and human nature, it was not surprising that he should pursue the same.
Completing his post-graduation at the Madras Christian College, he returned to teach at
the Kuriakose Elias College for a year.

The years 1971-73 were busy years - he did a 40 day summer "course at Dharwad and
a Diploma in the Teaching of English at the Central Institute of English and Foreign
languages, Hyderabad.

Associated with Christ College, since its inception Mr Varkey remembers the early years
when it was almost barren land. He recalls with pride how they used to level the ground,
using their own hands before the bull-dozer was brought in.

Talking of students, Mr Varkey feels that due to the influence of Géndhi, students of his
days showed their protest though peaceful means. Resorting to violence began only in
the late 50's.

Taking a philosophical attitude towards life, he accepts it with all its pleasant and unpleasant
moments giving allowance for the fact that when two individuals live together differences
of opinion is bound to occur.

£

>

His tenure at Christ College has been one of fulfilment. He was made a Reader in 1984
and became a professor on the eve of his retirement. A very lively person, his sociable
nature carr make a stranger feel at ease.

As he retires from the scene after a satisfying teaching career, he looks back with a sense
of pride and affection at the college that he helped mould.

Let us wish him a peaceful retired life, cherishing the memories of the 20,000 students he
has taught.
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OUR STUDENTS ... AND THEIR MINDS

From the opinion poll conducted for the PUC and Degree students of our college, we have
made an attempt to “know the minds” of the students, which infact, turned out to be «an
easy task as many of our students seen to have ‘them’. The college magazine committee
is, therefore happy to present this short and detailed report.

Of the 218 students participated in the poll 122 belong to PU classes and 96 belong to
Degree classes. And, as usual, our boys have outnumbered the girls in the ratio of 7:5.

Sending a kid through college is very educational-it teaches his parents to do without a
lot of things. But, the parents of our students have a reason to be proud of their kids, for
60% of our boys and 50% of our girls have given in writing that they take their student life
and studies seriously. A surprising and shocking news considering their behavior in
classes. But, teenage, we all know, is a strange and mysterious period of one’s life.
Students, at this age, are easily confused; because half the adults tell them to find
themselves and the other half tell them to get lost. Very sad, indeed! However, our
students seem to have ridden themselves of this confused state. While a majority say
that they have taken life seriously, about 25% say that they take things easy. A sizable
portion is of the opinion that student life for them is utterly boring. Just incredible!
Nevertheless, an aspect which cannot be overlooked.

‘About 50% of the boys have expressed their opinion to have more girls in their classes
so that tough competition would prevail between boys and girls.

And finally, 30% of the boys and girls are strong in their view that the e;(amination system
should be changed from top to bottom.

Now, where did they get these profound views and revolutionary ideas from? We do not
know, but certainly not from our national leaders both past and present, because it can
be easily espied from their answers that our ‘leaders’ are gradually whithering away in the
young minds. The simple truth is that a vast majority of our students lack motivation and
hence do not want to emulate anyone. While a meagre 5% want to follow the principles
of Gandhi, Nehru, Indira Gandhi, Saddam Hussein and Hitler atleast two students want to
emulate Shajahan because they feel “Love makes life worth living.” A view typical of their
age. In later years, perhaps they would realise that love starts with a fever and winds up
with a yawn. ;

Y..A.W..N..Yes, it is only fair that we switch over to television. Before television nobody
ever knew what a headache looked like. However, 70% of our students spend 4 to 5
hours everyday watching the ‘idiot box’. It is a proof that people would look at anything
- than each other. Our students probably prefer to look at a headache than to have one
by reading newspapers, magazines or novels. Or do they all agree with Fred Allen who
said “Newspaper is called a medium because anything good in it is rare.” But why don't
they read novels? The reason could be that they haven’t come across good writers. Or
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probably they started with Benchely, the famous novelist who said, “It took me fifteen
years to discover | had no talent for writing - but | couldn’t give it up because by that time
| was too famous.” Still, it is interesting ta note that about 20% do tead novels. Sidney
Sheldon, some say, is their favourite. Sheldon  would love to hear this. At the same time,
h< would be furious to.have his name misspelt (Shitney Sheldon) as some students have
done. Next to Sheldon, our students say they read Shakespeare, which is really surpris-
ing. The question that naturally arises is “Do the studentshat this age understand the full
import of Shakespeare?” The answer could be both ‘yes’ and ‘No’ for as some one put
it, “Shakespeare’s” plays are. nothing but famous quotations strung together.”

The list of favourites does not end here. among Indian singers quite a few like S.P.
Balasubramaniam, Lata Mangeshkar, Mohmmad Rafi and Mukesh. Among Western
Singers the top priority is for George Micheal. It is gratifying to note that our students-are
aware of the major problems our country faces despite spending ample time in recrea-
tional activities. About 60% feel that the problem of overgrowing population is a big
menace to our society which inturn gives way to unemployment. The rest are of the
opinion that poverty is the biggest problem. Ironically, no one has given a concrete or
definite solution to eradicate the problem. The reason, perhaps, is that they know such
solutions do not exist. As one critic humorously put it, “They are never going to cure
poverty but the way taxes are going up, they’re sure going to cure wealth.”

The questionnaire also contained a few questions exclusively for girls. About 50% have
supported Feminism and women’s organizations while 25% are of the strong opinion that
they can function as effectively as men even without such organizations. The rest have
taken an extreme view against such movements. As one girl says, “There is no need of
women'’s lib....Because women enjoy enough freedom.... If more freedom is given to them
they will ruin the country.” She knows she talks sense. How about you? :

Another student, probably a lover of Bacon puts it pithily; “Women'’s lib-Ah! It's crap.” Yet
another girl with utmost profundity says, “The truth is women are against women. If they
learn to respect each other, there’ll be no need of feminism and such trash.”

Ladies.... No offence! We've just faithfully presented some bold expressions of our girl
students. It is up to you to act or react.

Although differences exist with regard to Women's lib, almost all girls are unanimous in

their wish to work after studies. A good sign indeed! But, the million dollar question is

“Would all of them get jobs?” Let us suppose you all manage to get a job, our sincere

advice is “put in a full day’s work - in a week atleast.”

- Mr. John Joseph Kennedy
Dept. of English.

]
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A GLANCE THROUGH AFRICAN CULTURE

- Mohamed Said Orlaff (KENYA)
11 CBZ

When Western Civilisation came into the so called ‘Dark Continent’ it was a hard slap on
the face of Africa. The European colonialists besides helping themselves generously to
the riches of Africa went about dismantling the distinct traditional African society through
devious and dubious means. African culture was not only cynically regarded but also
negatively painted in order to satisfy the greedy wants of the Imperialists. As a result, the
continent which for centuries was a bastion of rich culture and an image of serenity is
today associated with evils of all sorts. The African himself is considered not more than
an uncultured, subhuman being.

There is more about Africa than what is written about in paperbacks, Phantom comics and
seen in Tarzan films. In fact, the real Africa of proud and noble warriors and graceful
beauties hasn't been faithfully portrayed anywhere; the Africa that our grandmothers have
sung about, a warm and gentle continent remain to be talked about. ;

An African, as a person, is gentle, warm, gregarious and friendly. Hospitality is an aspect
which is inherent in every African. Perhaps it is this hospitality which made Europeans
consider the native African timid and easy to suppress. In African culture entertaining a
stranger is a virtue. Failure to do so would only invoke the wrath of the creator. In Kenya,
for instance, a tribe called GIKUYU has a saying; “our homesteads have no doors, so one
is free to come in anytime.”

Hence, the Africans look upon strangers as people who are lonely, in need of a home and
friends. Besides being given temporary right of occupation on the land, the strangers,
with the passage of time are also absorbed into the community as new members.
Undoubtedly, therefore, the spirit of Universal brotherhood was practiced in Africa way
before Western civilisation. Even today foreigners are struck by the warm reception they
get, on coming to the ‘dark’ but lovely continent.

One of the most important institutions of the African community is marriage. The art of
courtship, before marriage, is essential. From an early stage there is a close social
intercourse between the sexes which provides an opportunity for boys and girls to be well
acquainted with each other. After the period of courtship, the boy informs his parents of
his marriage plans. The boy’s parents go to the girl's house to pay the dowry which is
normally in the form of livestock (cattle, sheep or goats).

In another tribe of warriors called Maasai, the young man has to undergo a test before
marriage to prove his physical and mental strength. Looking after his father’s livestock
and farm is a part of this test. To prove his physical strength the boy goes into the jungle
with his friends to kill a lion. The idea behind this is to test the boy’s courage, intelligence,
perseverance, and responsibility. Finally the boy undergoes circumcision only after which
he is considered a man, a warrior, ready to get married.

22



In Africa, a woman is always regarded as someone's wife because of the role she plays
in the society. She has to prove herself good in house work such as cooking, maintaining
a clean house and looking after the children, sisters and brothers. The married couple,
in Africa, are treated with respect and honour. An ideal family consists of four children;
if lucky two boys and two girls.

Religion is an equally important institution in the traditional African society. Their concept
of religion and God is lucid and appeals to reason. Virtually the entire Bantu tribes believe
in one God who is invisible to the human eye. He is the Master of the Universe. And so
in times of need, sacrifices are offered toGod. The sacrifices are in the form of sheep or
a cock (Human sacrifice is a taboo is most African tribes). The sacrifice is held in a
sacred place usually under sacred trees. Also, the African has a close relation with his
environment i.e., nature. He is aware that his life is closely integrated not only with other
human lives but also with the entire nature. A good example of this is the Bushmen of
South Africa who to this day have not been polluted by motorization but lead a very happy
life.

Every society has its own distinct style of expressing its life and purpose. The arts and
sculptures of Africa are not only captivating but have so much of depth and diversity in
them. It is'a pity that some of these sculptures which found their way into British
museums never returned.

A look at the African culture would be incomplete without a discussion of its music and
. dance. Countless varieties of music and dance forms exist in the continent. Almost every
work is accompanied by a song or a dance so as to make the work before hand enjoyable.
African music and dance is unique. It is mainly based on resonant vocals, use of drums
and rhythmic movements of the body. The continent besides its various contribution to
humanity has enriched the world in the field of music. The European Imperialists took
everything they laid their hands on. But this is one thing they could not take away from
Africa. And the Africans are proud of it. :
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SPACE AGE
Vinod Nair - Il B.Com.

Do you like science fiction? It is interesting to know about fantasies and mysteries. You
might not be very much acquainted with the topic ‘ASTRONOMY'. It is quite a dull
subject. Isn’t it? Well... Butitis not. If you first attempt to go through the minutest and
diversified details about it, you will explore through an unusual world. A world of amazing,
perplexing and incomprehensible facts.

Outside the Earth, it is just space. About 90% of the elements in the universe are
hydrogen atoms, the simplest of all. In a clear night, we look beyond our eyes and see
stars and galaxies. When we see a star, say Virgo, which is 4 million light years away,
we see how it was 4 million years ago. That means we have travelled with time 4 million
years in the past. Now what is a light year (LY)? A light year is the distance travelled

by light in one year. It is about 10 million million Kms. The nearest star to the Earth -
Proxima Centauri is only 4.23 LY (i.e.) if we travel at the speed of 3 lakh Km per second,
we will take 4.23 years to reach the star. The farthest star watchable is only 80,000 LY
away.

Now, you exist because of the Sun and the Sun is existing by processing 560 lakhs tons
of hydrogen. It is expected to live another 5 billion years, total life being 10 billion years.
In fact our earth itself is only about 4600 million years old.

All things in the Universe are in motion. The Earth and the Moon rotate themselves and
revolve around the Sun. And the whole solar system revolves around the Milky Way
Galaxy (MW). The MW Galaxy is also rotating on its own axis. Our MW Galaxy contains
about 100 billion stars, of which the sun is one. The sun takes only 250 million years for
one complete revolution around the MW Galaxy. The MW Galaxy is so big that light will
take 1 lakh years to travel from one end to another. The sun is located at a distance of
30,000 light years from the centre of the milky way.

According to Carl Sagan, there might be 640 lakhs earth like life bearing planets in our
Galaxy; and there are 100 billion other Galaxies distributed through space. The Universe
contains lots of mysteries. There are ‘QUASARS’ which are billion years away but still are
almost a 100 times brighter than an entire ordinary Galaxy. Well... How did the Universe
come into existence? In the beginning the entire matter of the universe was like a fire ball.
Some time later a big explosion took place and the matter was scattered. The cooling
down of these scattered parts gave birth to Galaxies. It is believed to have happened
about 20 million years ago. The matter of these galaxies is still expanding continuously.

In the death series, the star goes through a stage of ‘white dwarf’ or a ‘Netron star’ or at
last it becomes a Black Hole. A black hole contains intense gravitational pull which does
‘not even allow the light to escape from it. It is estimated that each Galaxy has a huge
black hole in its Centre, which is slowly and steadily swallowing all the material surrounding
it. According to Issac Asimov, the Black Hole is supposed to be the answer for the end
of the Universe; ending up in nothingness.
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IN THIS STRANGE LAND

In this strange land

Far away from the familiar home
Amidst the mysteries of the unknown
Where alien cultures overwhelm

The modest native one

And render it a nonentity

Forcing it to adopt the form and shape
They see it as..

Where values are so changed and different
One’s modest mite is at risk

Of being scorned and scoffed at

Where bravery demands more courage
And extra toils are expected

For every aspiration and endeavour..

In this strange land

Far away from the familiar home

Here in this maelstrom of glitter and gold
Where idols of great beauty and allure
Haunt and torment my peace of mind
And seek to encompass me in their grip
Shall | ever find my repose and solace?
Shall | ever forget my humility

And succumb to this new power...

Will it ever mould me into its cast

so deeply that

When one day | go back to my own soil
Simple folks there will fail to recognise,
A son returned home?

Rajkumar Sanajoaba
111 CBZ

)
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DOWN THE MEMORY LANE.....

(Excerpts from the old issues of our Annual)

“Now we have 635 students on the roll, 390 in PUC and 245 in Degree Classes.”
- From Principal’'s Report - Annual 1970-71

“Of the 380 students presented for PUC examinations 6 won ranks...
- Principal’s report. 1971-72 :

“ ....it appears as if the barbarian in man is growing with the civilized. This barbarian in

man has appreciated boxing as an art, a game, a civilized sport.
From an essay “Boxing - the Uncivilized Sport” by E. Akthar - Annual 1971-72

“As is customary, the college bagged umpteen university ranks including the first ranks in
the B.A. and B.Sc. examinations.” \

“Oh, 1975 is the International Women's Year. We don’t have much to say about it. Ours
is a Men’s College.” - From the Editorial - Annual 1974-75

The Spring festival was conducted in Ravindra Kalakshethra - Annual 1974-75

“The greatest biological news of 1978 was the creation of a test tube baby in England.
_...How can this “test tube baby technology” be misused? The answer is critical and vital
to the very existence of man on this habitable planet.” - From the essay “Be-
ware you will be Duplicated” - by Mr. P.Y. Chacko, Dept. of Botany - Annual 1978-79

“First Kannada translation of “Imitation of Christ” was released by Prof. V.K. Gokak in‘a
special function organized by our Kannada Sangha. ....On 13th February Masthi Venkatesha
lyengar released a collection of essays written by our students.”

- Principal’s Report - Annual 1979-80

“In this world, cruel things happen to the innocent and guilty alike. Take Bihar jail, for
instance, where innocence and cruelty are meted out the same rewards.”
From the essay “On Bourgeois Justice” - by Emmanuel K.J. - Annual 1980-81

“Looking back, | do have mixed feelings, feelings of joy and satisfaction as well as
dissatisfaction - but it is natural.” - Fr. Giles in Principal's Report - Annual 1982-83.

“So, once you start to love a person you should accept him as he is and not the way you
want him to be.” - From the essay “Love and the Movement”
by Sebastian C.M., |.B.A. - Annual 1984-85

“The newly built library Block was blessed and inaugurated on 12th February 1987 It was
indeed one of the finest and most exciting occasions in the 18 year existence of the
college.”

Fr. Augustine Joseph in Principal's Report. Annual 1986-87
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“Suppose God gives you a rebirth and asks which place you would like to go, for heaven's
sake don't say India....The insults some people are showering on you are more painful
than Godse’s bullets.”

From “A letter to Gandhiji” by Manu P. Cherian Ill B.Sc. - Annual 1986-87

- “This year saw the retirement of a few members of the staff on superannuation - the first
of its kind in the history of Christ College - Mr. Pappaiah the Attender and Mr. Balan - the
Night Watchman.” :

- Principal’s Report - Annual 1987-88

Indian Culture In The Path Of Deterioration

Geetha R. Alur
Il B.Sc. (PCM)

“India” - The name itself sounds synonymous with a rich cultural fabric woven by colourful
threads of different religions. A country with bewitching landscape from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir, covered on all three sides by blue waters and snow covered mountains and
placid lakes in the north lies mother India with all her bounteous beauty. This “ Ethnologi-
cal Museum” with its rich culture is still dynamic and fascinates people of other countries.

Isn’t it ridiculous to know that such a rich culture is in the path of deterioration? The young
generation in India has been shamelessly following the western culture and often to the
detriment of his own ethical and moral values. The budding citizen of our country is
sincerely following his best pal of the west; may be not in the educational and sports field,
but in his dress, in music, in his language and in his very attitude towards life. Fear of
god and respect to his elders are forgotten. The Indian youth is now a slave of western
culture.

The western value system was accepted initially by a few affordable elite Indians, but
gradually spread its wings, attracted and engulfed within its folds the most powerful and
sensitive section of our society - the youth. There was a time when the Indian youth
raised his voice against uncivilized practices like Sati and Child Marriage. He also advo-
cated widow marriage and abolition of casteism and communalism. But the post inde-
pendent Indian youth took a complete reverse in the application of western culture. He
is carried away by the momentary pleasures it offers.

No culture is good or bad. It is the understanding of a culture and methods of pursuing
it which can make it good or bad. There is no harm in getting influenced by alien cultures.
But we need not do it at the cost of our own. The Indian youth instead of following the
western culture blindly, should try to grasp the very essence of it and use it in enriching
his own culture, thus protecting it from the path of deterioration.
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

Discipline, Dedication and Service is the motto of the Student’s Union of Christ College.
This year has been a very satisfying one and we look back at the year with deep
satisfaction.

The Union activities for the year were inaugurated by the Hon’ble Labour Commissioner
Mr. Sathyanaryan on the 10th of August.

The cultural activities began with ‘TALENTS TIME'. Although the cultural scene this year
was on a low key with many colleges pulling out at the last minute, our team’s perform-
ance at the AUTUMN MUSE and VIBRATIONS-'90 was extremely impressive.

In college activities many clubs were revitalized and new ones set up. the Dramatics
club was revived and a Quiz club named ‘Quisteria’ was begun. The Kannada Sangha
published five books and NILAVU - a book published last year won the INAMDAR
AWARD! Inthe sports arena all our teams (Cricket, Football, Basketball, Hockey and
Volley Ball) performed very well.

Both the major cultural festivals of the year (PU FEST and SPRING FEST) went off well.
Besides making them a success our students ought to be appreciated for having taken
active participation in them.

Wherever they went, our cultural team never returned empty handed. They came overall
second in MARDIGRAS held by IIT Madras and first winning the overall championship at
DEEPWOODS’91 held by Madras Christian College.

Before concluding, We would like to thank Fr. Principal Fr. Bursar, the Management and
Staff for making our dreams a reality.
Thank you, i
Yours in Christ.

DEAN ISSAC GEORGE

Chairman

¢ Student’s Union.

N.C.C. REPORT

Our NCC activities for the year 1990-91 commenced in the month of July’90 with
vigorous enrolment. After careful scrutiny and keeping in mind the authorized limit, we
selected 160 cadets for the year.

ACTIVITIES

Besides participating in the BLC selection camp at Dodballapur and the Independence
Day celebrations at our own college, some of our cadets took part in a Trekking camp in
U.P., Army Attachment Camp in Goa, Rock climbing course in Gwalior and Combined
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Annual Training camp in Dodballapur. Our cadets also took partin the “Crime preven-
tion week” and “Peace march” organized by the Government of Karnataka.

As in the previous years our cadets organized a blood donation camp in our college and
donated bottles of blood to the Kidwai Institute of Oncology. They also visited the home
for the Aged and besides helping them financially also entertained and delighted
them.

ACHIEVEMENTS
After the successful completion of pre-commission Training in Kamptee 2/Lt. Xavier
Vincent took over the charge of our college NCC Unit as Company Commander.

CVO. Anurag Gupta could secure the prestigious NCC reserved seat for engineering in
UVCE Bangalore. While L/CPL Rajesh Thapliyam joined NDA as an officer cadet,
CSVO.PL. Jayaram and Ravindra Singh of our unit were commissioned in the Indian
army as Officers.

\My thanks are due to 2/Lt. Xavier Vincent. Above all, | am extremely gratefui to Rev.
Dr. Antony Kariyil CMI, GP Commander Col. Kohli, Commanding Officer Lt. Col. B.K.
Nair .and Adm. Major Badgugar, for without their guidance and encouragement these
would not have been possible.
Thank you, Jai Hind. Major James K. Alumkara

2 1/C 9 KAR B.N. NCC,
NSS REPORT

The NSS activities for the academic year 1990-91 began on 25th August with Rev.Fr. Mani
Giles, Rector, Dharmaram College inaugurating the proceedings. Sri Padmanabhan NSS
Co-ordinator, Bangalore University addressed the 103 volunteers on the roll.

The two important features of the year were the guest lecturers organized by the
volunteers. Mr. Sujendra Prakash, Dept. of Psychology spoke on “Alcoholic Abuse-Its
impact and means to get rid of it,” and Dr. Ranganathan, Asst. Prof. at NIMHANS spoke
on “The Role of NSS volunteers in the rehabilation work of the mentally retarded.”

- Also, our volunteers engaged themselves in other activities such as campus cleaning,
blood donation, shramadan etc.

A few volunteers represented the college for various programmes at Dharwad and
Raypur.

Finally, our volunteers played an important role in the maintenance of law and order during
Spring Fest and other cultural events of the college.

| extend my sincere appreciation and gratitude to all the volunteers.
Thank you,

Mr. Bhaskar Sharma
NSS Officer.
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CULTURAL SECRETARY’'S REPORT

It has been another eventful year for Christ College - a year that couldn't quite stoop being
wonderful.

We started off with Talent’s Time where more than 325 students participated. We, then
went on to Autumn Muse conducted by St. John's Medical College but missed VIBRA-
TIONS'90 due to unforeseen circumstances. However, the art team representing our
college made a clean sweep of the art events. We bulldozed our way through various
other competitions like the Hindi Fest conducted by JNC, Rotary, YMCA and Leo-Club
sponsored events.

Next on the agenda was the PU fest which was held in the second week of December.
This was just a preparation for SPRING FEST which began on 4th January 1991.
Thirtyseven colleges, including three outstation teams participated in this three day cul-
tural festival. A massive crowd of about 10,000 people watched more than 800 parti-
cicpants on stage. ;

Our cultural team then took off to Madras to participate in MARDIGRAS'91 and
DEEPWOODS'91 held at IIT Madras and Madras Christian College respectively. We
finished second in MARDIGRAS and won the overall championship in DEEPWQOODS, the
credit going to our ART TEAM and over SKITS DEPARTMENT.

"Special mention must be made of our Mad Ads, Skits Team and Indian Music Team. Our
team keeps on doing well and so does our Quiz Team which is ranked second in
Karnataka.

The Dramatics club staged plays at Theatre festivals held by the Mount Carmel College
and Jyoti Nivas College. Quisteria, a quiz club started this year handled the PU FEST
Quiz and the SPRING FEST Literacy quiz PERSIFLAGE. We hope future unions will do
their bit uphold the proud tradition of Christ College.

The cultural team owes a debt of Gratitude to Fr. Principal, Fr. Bursas and the SWO

without whose support we would not be where we are RIGHT ON TOP.
: - Rishi Bruno.
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ROTRACT REPORT

On August 31st 1990, the Rotract Club 7 Christ College had its installation ceremony for
the office bearers of '90-'91. The chief guest of the evening Sri A.R. SRIDHARAN,
Director General of Police (Crimes and Training) inducted the president. The Rotary
President Narasimhan installed the office bearers.

ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS
A career guidance project was held at the Y.M.C.A. attended by final year degree
professional course students.

PAINTING COMPETITION .

Organized by our club along with the Koramangala Rotary Club, the competition took
place of St. Mark's Cathedral on Nov. 24, 1990. A large number of students took active
participation in it.

FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
Our Club holds this event annually. Of the twelve Colleges participated in the tournament
Christ College ‘A’ team came first pushing St. Joseph’s arts and science to the second
place. Rev. Fr. Antony Kariyil, our Principal and Re. Fr. Mani Giles, Rector Dharmaram
college gave way the prizes.

INTER ROTRACT DEBATE COMPETITION
Held at Gateway Hotel, this event was attended by seven clubs. The topic for the
discussion was “Can Environment be sacrificed for the sake of development.”

FREE REVISION CLASSES

This is one of the important annual projects of the club for II| PUC students. Mr. Shastry,
Mr. Sundararajan and Mr. Ramakrishna Rao are the lecturers from our college to help the
students.

NATIONAL INTEGRATION DAY

This was celebrated at Gokhale Institute on 2nd February 1991. Many School children
took part in the celebration. There were separate competition both for the children and
the Rotractors.

Thanking you,

Yours-in-Rotract

Chetan P.G.
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Endowment Prize Winners of April 1990 Examinations

1. Cardinal Parecattil Memorial Award - Aveen - Il PUC

2. Cardinal Lourdusamy Memorial Award - Sargant A. - lll B.Com

3. Sri K.K. Poonacha Memorial Award - Niseeth Kumar - Il CBZ

4. C.K. Laxman Gowda memorial Award - Thomas A.M. - |l CBZ

5. Sri G.P. Rajarathnam Prize - Aveen P. and Sateesha B.A. - Il PUC
6. Kuvempu Prize - Prasanna Kumar - |l B.Com.

7. Dr. Shivaram Karanth Prize - Chandra Shekar - Il B.Sc.

8. Bishop Jonas Thaliath Memorial Award - Sevichan E.S. - Il B.A.

OTHER AWARDS
C.P. Joseph Memorial Award for Sports - Umashankar - Il PUC
- Nariender Kaur - | B.Com.

Ranjit Varma Scholarship Awardees

Dhanapala N. - Ill B.A. HEP Jayanth Singh - Il B.A. EPS
Dajsy David - Ill B.A. EPS Shiney K. Cherian - Il B.A. PS Eco
Rishi Bruno - Il B.A. PS Eco Arul Mani - Il B.A. PS Eng.

Venkatesh - || B.A. HEP
NCC AWARDS

Best Cadet - CSVO B. Harish
Best Shot - EVO Ranjeer Babu

PROFICIENCY PRIZE WINNERS

1 PUC : Il PUC

CAMS - Deepa George CAMS - Ahmed Abbas Badami
Manoj C. Moses Lawrence

HESP - Edward Antony HESP - Cherian J. Shibu

: Julius Caesar Sunil Subramanian

HECA - Subramanian S. HECA - Turab-Ur-Rahman
Sumithra Girish K.A.

PCME - Vincy V. PCME - Sivakumar A.
Bhaskar G. Vinod V.

PCMB (A) - Thomas Victor S. PCMB (A) - Harsha Prasad
Subramanya Kumar V.S. Indira N.G.

PCMB (B) - Mukund R. Srinivas PCMB (B) - Dwarakanath S.
Zakir Hussain S. Kishor P. Reddy
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| DEGREE
PSECO:

PS Eng.:
HEP:
PCM:
CBZ:
MSC:
ERS:
B.Com (A):
B.Com (B):
Il DEGREE
PS Eco:
PS Eng:

HEP:

Lakshi Pathy N.
Varghese M.L.
Thomas E.V.
Santosh Mathew
Josekutty Thomas
Jancy K.M. ‘
Vikas B.V.

Prem Chandra Prabhu
Tony Sam George
Shobha B.R.

Sunil S.

Rejeev Soin
Cornelius Dungdung
Janardhana N.
Lance Rajesh
Bhaskar K.

Manoj Gupta
Shreedhara J.

Nandagopal Reddy
Subash Samuel

Arul Mani P.

Anto V.P.

Joseph M.A.
Sathyanarayana Gupta

PCM:
PME:.
CBZ:
EBS:
B.Com:
Il DEGREE
PS Eng:
\PS Eco:
HEP:
PCM:
PME:
CBzZ:
EPs:

B.Com:
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Singarajan S.

Senthil Kumar S.
Joseph V.V.

Suresh N.

Madhu Sudhan A.R.
Naveen Pemmiah M.A.
Jeevan Unnithan M.
Manjunath Shenoy B.
Srikanth S.

Saravana R.

Mary T. Joseph
Paulson V.V.

Davis Thattil J.
Mathew Jacob
Rajendran M.
Dhanapala N.
Prashant P.S.
Rajany N. Menon
Lenny John

Santosh Kumar P.S.
Raheem A.

Giridhar N.

Daniel Bernard
Daisy David

Rajesh J.
Ramachandra Mohan Bhat



SAMACHAR.....

>
Our Library

With around 32,000 books to its credit and subscribing to over 70 magazines
and periodicals. Christ College Library is indeed something to be proud of.
But our librarian Mr. Thomas Joseph has a different story - though 200 to 300
books are issued every day, he feels that the spacious store house of knowl-
edge is not being fully utilised by the students. With the entire catalogue to
be computerized shortly, let us hope, that the students will frequent this place

L more often.

JCbngratulations to
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Xavier (Dept. of Chemistry) on their becoming man and
wife on 4th Feb.91.

Our alumni come home

Old students of Christ College (right from 1969-70) have formed “Old Chris-
tites Association” which was formally inaugurated by Fr. Rector on 16th
March’91 at our College. For membership and other details please’ contact:

Old Christites Association,
Christ College,

Bangalore 560 029
Phone:640280
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OUR NON-TEACHING STAFF




OUR CULTURAL TEAM
















Mansapba. K.K.
II1B.A.
University Hockey player

Adrian Harding

I1B.Com @
Sports secretary

and university football player

Nariender Kaur
Athletic champion

Umashankar
IIP.U.C.

Senior Athletic Champion

Girish. B.S.
I1B.Sc.
University chess player

Babu. N.V.
Junior Athletic Champion










2nd Lt. M. Xavier Vincent
N.C.C. officer g Kar BN N.C.C.
Christ College Bangalore

" a

Major James K. Alumkara

Second in Command of Kar B.N. N.C.C

Taking charge as Company Commander

Christ College N.C.C. Senior division
Trained at officers Training school

Kamptee Nagpurand Commissioned
on 3.11.90 as 2nd lieutinent

NCC

Sgt. Sreenagesh attended the Attachment

Camp in Goa

CSUO. B. Harish -

Senior U.O. of our College attended Trekking
B L C attachment camps

i

Cuo Ranjeev Babu.
Attended Rock Climbing
Course in Gwalior.
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Final B.Sc. CBZ

Final B.Sc. PCM PME



Final B.Com







Kannada

, Sanghaj=w
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H
2l A‘“

Dr. D.R. Bendre day on 31st January 1991 chief guest
Rev. Fr. Mani Giles, Prof. L.S.Seshagiri Rao, Rev. Fr Antony Kariyil.

Prof H.R.R. Rao honouring Prof. M.
Gopalakrishna Adiga

Sri Parvatavani speaking on T.P. Kailasam ‘NADA LEELA’ Singing group of christ
(19 Dec. 1990) college.
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